
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




^f*^ 






rJ!!^ 



®J|f Numtamattat 



VOLUME XXIV 



1911 




WORCESTER, NA88.: 
HURLEY PRINTERY 







^4,-; 



^^^^ 



^2f7 






i 
i 






i 



m 






Digitized by 



Google 




TJIR NUMISMATISJ, 1911 



/ 






INDEX. 



Ackerman Collection 211, 250 

Aero Club Medal 247 

Agadir Medal 407 

Aluminum Coins 58 

Amateurs in Numismatics 426 

American Numismatic Association . . 
24, 64, 81, 100, 101, 136, 182, 223, 

253, 287, 297, 342. 380, 408, 440 
American Numismatic Society, 6, 68, 

134, 433 

Architectural League Medal 94 

Armada Medal 239 

Assay Offices 93, 129, 268 

Atlantic Garden Token 338 

Australian Paper Money 246 

Austrian Coinage % 

Aviation Medals, 31. 94, 247, 251, 

257, 375, 398 

Badge, The 435 

Bamboo Money 285 

Bar Shaped Money 153 

Battenberg, Admiral Prince 49 

Bavaria, Coinage of 128, 129, 277 

Bechtler Coinage 72. 99, 107 

Belgium, New Coins 186, 227 

Benadir Coinage 62 

Berlin Numismatic Society 68, 134 

Bermuda Penny 425 

Bertha Thaler 71 

Billon Money 58 

Birmingham Poor-house Tokens. . 113 

Bismarck Medals 432 

Bits 60 

Boston Numismatic Society. . .30, 99, 177 

Brass Money 58 

Bread Tokens 377 

Breslau, New Coinage 345 

British Coinage 32. 126, 134, 

138, 143, 398 

British Guiana Coinage 374 

British Numismatic Society . .30, 70, 

134, 219, 250. 282, 332 
Budapest Numismatische Gesell- 

schaft 251 

Buenos Ajtcs. Exhibition Medal- . . 174 
Byng, Admiral, Medal 159 

Cacao Beans as Money 204 

California Coinage 165 

Canadian Coins. 3, 50, 73, 277, 340, 

357, 373, 402 

Canar}' Islands, Money in Use 246 

Cardboard Money . 58 

Carolina Klephant Token 194 

Catalogues. See Periodicals. 

Cathedral of St. John Medal 179 

Cattle Money 14 

Centennial Commission Medals 63 

Chicago Numismatic Society . .-31, 
68, 98. 132, 178. 219. 251, 283, 

332. 375, 403 
Chinese Coinage 10, 15, 74, 86, 117, 

167, 186, 203, 213, 269, 281, 285, 339 
Cincinnati Tokens 236 



Classification of Coins 172 

Coin -hand ling Machine 332 

Colombia Coinage 247, 431 

Colonial Coins 130, 177, 193, 228 

Columbian Half Dollar 338 

Commercial Dollar 119 

Commercial Element in Numis- 
matics 169 

Commissions 19. 51 

Confederate Cent 105 

Confederate Currency . . 172, 181 , 241 , 

411,422 

Connecticut Money 197 

Corpus Nummorum Italicorum. ... 5, 61 

Cossura. Coins of 355 

Cross of Honor 344 

Cullum Gold Medal 96 

Cumberland Medal 156 

Cupror Token 338 

Date Fruit Used as Money 154 

Deerskins Used for Money 139 

Denver Mint 396, 402 

Dollar, the Term 209 

Dollar Mark {$) 185 

Dresden Numismatic Society. . . .68, 282 

E Pluribus Unum 405, 442 

Electrum Coins 56 

Elwell, Albert S. Obituary 21 

Emden, E. I. Company 245 

Encased Stamps 105, 226 

Essen Medal 329 

Feuchtwanger Coinage 73 

Fifty Yeais a Coin Collector 340, 357 

Firemen's Medals 52 

Forgeries of Coins 181, 248 

Frankfurt Numismatic Society 31 

Franklin Institute Medal 373 

Franklin Medals 420 

French Republic, Years of 201 

French Revolution , Medals of 133 

Gabbell. Mrs. S. E. Obituary. ... 344 

Geography of Money 407 

George V. Coronation Medals 215 

German China Campaign Medal, 356, 403 
German F^mpire, Coinage of . . . 272, A2>1 

Germany, Recent Coins 63 

GeiTy, L. L. Obituary 344 

Gibbons Medal 428 

Glass Coins 58 

Globular Shaped Money 154 

Gobrecht, Christian 417 

Ciobrecht Coinage 2, 131, 185, 226 

Gold Penny 259 

Gold vSupply of the World 139, 401 

Greece, Coins of 227 ' 

Guernsey, Coinage of 6 

Haeberle. H. C. Obituary 21 

Hamer Wedding Token 246 

Heath Memorial Medal 29 

Heaton, A. G. Paintingsof 62 

Historia Numumorum 125. 284 

Horton, E. S. Obituary 344 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE NUMISMATIST, 1911 



India Numismatic Society 404 

India, New Rupees 5 

Indian Traders* Medal 204 

International Coins 73 

International Rubber Exhibition 

Medal 363 

Iron Money 57 

Italy, New Coinage 227, 401, 433 

Japan, Coinage of 265 

Japanese Medals 95, 392 

Japanese Paper Money 54 

Jewish Coins and Medals 62 

Keppel, Viscount. Medal of 160 

King, Robert T. Obituary 208 

Kings Co. Historical Society Medal 274 

Knapp Medal 332 

Knile Shaped Money 154, 401 

Knight Templars Medal 222 

Koggerdaalder, The 356 

Lead Money 57 

Leather Money 59, 242 

Leipzig Numismatischer Verein 220 

Lesher Referendum Dollar 73, 270 

Lewis, Ida. Medals Granted 393 

Lex Salica 69 

Lincoln Cents 7, 145, 213, 343, 373 

Live American Numismatic Items, 

1, 72, 105, 131, IM, 226, 240, 278, 

337, 367, 395, 419 

Louisiana Cents 194 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition 

Medal 5 

Massachusetts Coins 1%, 228 

Metlals, Duty on 161 

Merchants' Store Tokens 106 

Mitchelson, J. C. Obituary 365 

Mitchelson Collection 438 

Mobile Medal 290 

Moffat, D. H. Obituary 131 

Montenegro, Coinage of 7 

Month's Miscellany. The. 3, 61, 93, 
125, 173, 213. 245, 281, 331, 373. 

401, 431 
Montreal Numismatic and Anti- 
quarian Society 219, 434 

Moore, \V. C. Token of 8, 67 

Mormon Coinage 240 

Muhanmiedan Coins 178 

Muhammedan Years. Conversion of 202 

N. & G. Taylor Company 335 

Nanking Exposition, Numismatic 

Exhibit 10 

National Institute of Arts and Let- 
ters Medal 4 

National Medal Company 8 

National Monetary Commission 331 

New Jersey Cents 195 

New York Money 194 

New York Numismatic Club . . 30, 68, 

99, 133, 252, 2{H, 333, 375, 405 

Nicaragua Currency 443 



Nickel Coins 58, 143, 185 

North American Tokens 425 

Norway, Coins of 121 

Nova Scotia, Coinage of 66 

Nuremburg Numismatic Society. . .31, 68 

Numismata Graeca 8 

Numismatic Elements 11, 56, 153 

Numismatist, Wliat is a 379 

Obsidional Coins 7 

Olynthus, Tetradrachm 214 

Ottawa, Mint at 199 

Oval Coins 155 

Pan-American Medal 176 

Pantelleria, Coins of 355 

Papal Medals 6, 67 

Paper Money. .20, 51, 54, 58, 70, 95, 
140, 163, 181, 209, 211, 246, 250, 

269, 285, 411, 443 

Parsons & Co 3% 

Pattern Coins. .1, 2, 4, 179, 279, 367, 

368, 395, 421 
Periodicals and Catalogues Re- 
viewed. .8, 70, 97, 129, 180, 220, 

243, 286, 333, 376, 406, 434 

Penn Medal 282 

Perkin Medal 4 

Persian Coins 341, 405 

Persian Kran 32, 93 

Philadelphia Mint 8, 281, 331, 3% 

Philippine Coinage 258, 341 

Pickling Coins 116, 213 

Pine Tree Shillings 1% 

Pitt Token 424 

Pittsburgh Bank Medal 125 

Plague Medal. 157 

Platinum Coins 57, 397 

Poland, Coins of 125, 427 

Popish Plot Medal 158 

Porteus Bridge Tokens 2 

Portuguese Coinage 95, 98, 373 

Potin Money 58 

Pyx, Trial of 69 

Queries and Replies. 143, 185, 258, 

341, 378, 405, 442 

Ragusa. Coinage of 3 

Rebus Token . 8, 67 

Rectangular Coins 154 

Register of the Treasury 334 

Richelieu Token 339, 382 

Ring Dollar 72 

Ring Shaped Money 153 

Rio Grandensse Coin 240, 286 

Rmlney, Admiral. Medal of 161 

Roman Triumvirs, Coinage of 99 

Rome, Mint at 246 

Rosa Americana Series 194 

Roty , L. Obituary 124, 134, 145 

Roumania, Coinage of 186, 247 

Roval Numismatic Society.. 30, 69, 

99, 132, 177, 217, 252 

Rupee, Value of 246 

Russia, Platinum Coins 397 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE NUMISMATIST, 1911 



St. Die Medal 217,258 

Saltus Gold Medal 70 

Salvador Coinage 331 

Samothrace, Nike of 9 

Sandham, Alfred. Obituarj- 21 

Santiajg^o Exhibition Medal 249, 329 

Scandinavian Coinage 6, 121 

Schauniburg- Li ppe Coinage 332 

Schoolgirl Dollar 367 

vSeattle Mint 3% 

Ships on Colonial Coins 423 

vShekels, Types of 220 

Siam Coinage 247 

Sicotte, L. W. Obituary 366 

Siliqua 69 

Singleton, the Forger 248 

Skins of Animals Used for Money . . 14 

Somali Land Coinage 62 

Sommer Island Coinage 193, 424 

Specialization 353 

Stella Patterns 103, 131 

Stone Money of Africa 50 

Sub-Treasury 287 

Sweden, Coins of 3, 121, 126, 

128, 176, 331 
Swedish Academy of Sciences. . .133, 176 

Swiss Coins 61, 173, 281 

Sword-shaped Money 154 

Symons Medal 431 

Syracuse, Coins of 41 

Talbot, Allum and Lee Token 425 

Tangier, Coins in Use at 238 

Telford Crold Medal 173 

Tempi eton Reid (.'oinage 207 

Tennessee Greenback 411 

Texas Treasury Warrants 371 

Thefts of Coins 49, 107 

Thermse Himerenses, Tetradrachm 439 

of 213 

Tiffins. , 442 

TinMoney 57 

Treasury Documents 51 



Tripoli, Coins of 389 

Trondheim University Medal 439 

Tudor. Mary. Coinage of 250 

Turkish Coinage % 

United States Assay Commission ... 62 
United States Cents. .53, 55, 60, 73. 
121, 128, 145, 184, 187, 198, 246, 

343, 373, 378, 442 
United States, Coinage of . 7, 53, 62, 
71, 93, 105, 106, 107, 127, 131, 

184, 226, 241, 278. 339, 367 

Uruguay, Coinage of 275 

Utrecht Mint 127 

Vagaries of Collectors 205 

Vereinigte Numismatische Gesell- 

schaften 177,433 

Vermont Cents 195 

Victoria Cross 273 

Vienna Numismatic Society. .31, 69, 

219, 434 
Virginia Coinage 233, 244, 276 

Wagner, Richard . Plaquette 369 

Wampum 14,193,394 

Washington Cents 130 

Washlady Dollar 395 

Wentworth, W. L. Obituary 166 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 

Society 99, 177, 220, 376, 433 

Wiebe, Carl. Obituarv 67 

WMld Boar on a Bank Note 209 

Winnipeg Exhibition Medal 423 

Wooden Money 59 

Woodward, Harlow E. Obituary. . 21 

Wroth, W. W. Obituary 426 

Wiirttemberg, New Coins 345, 431 

Yokohama Numismatic Society, 

125, 132, 251, 376 



Zieriksee, Coinage of 



Supplement to Thr Numismatist, 1911. 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



(5I|f NumtamattBt 



VOL. XXIV. 



JANUARY, 1911. 



No. 1 



LIVE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ITEMS. 

By Edgar H, Adams. 

[T is understood that the well-known coin collection of the Society 
of California Pioneers is in the market. This collection, which 
has been on exhibition for some time at the U. S. Mint in 
San Francisco, is of considerable majs^nitude, and contains 
several rarities. Chief among these is a unique fifty-dollar 
gold oblong **slug,'* which at one time passed current in 
California. This piece of metal was made by State Assayer 
F. D. Kohler at San Francisco in 1850, and probably was the 
original fifty-dollar ''slug.*' 




Now that the pattern situation has been cleared, and collectors are once more 
resuming their acquisition of rare experimental pieces, several new varieties of 
this series have made their appearance, which will be dealt with iu detail during 
1911 in the columns of The Numismatist. The U. S. authorities are to be con- 
gratulated upon their action iu restoring the seized patterns of Mr. J. W. Hasel- 
tine, and numismatists hope that arrangements will be made at the mint by which 
collectors can acquire further patterns as they are produced from titue to time. 
It is understood that at least one pattern piece was produced during the year 19 10, 
but as yet no one seems to have seeu a specimen even in the mint cabinet. Cer- 
tainly there is no good reason why pattern pieces should not be sold by the mint 
authorities to collectors at a nominal figure. Of course collectors would expect 
such a piece only in the metal in which it was intended to be issued. If a gold 
pattern piece of the denomination of twenty dollars were produced, say, what 
objection should there be to the mint supplying collectors with such specimens at 
the bullion value, plus the cost of production? If this plan were now in vogue it 
would be possible for interested collectors to possess specimens of the interesting 
gold double eagle made in 1906 by Chief Engraver Charles E. Barber, of the 
existence of which it is no exaggeration to say that not one person in ten thousand 
is aware. Only two of these pieces are known, and only one of these was struck 
in gold. Both are now in the Philadelphia Mint cabinet. Nearly everyone is 
aware of the existence of the St. Gaudens pattern double eagles, but the Barber 
"twenty" is almost unknown. 



Very few persons are aware that Mr. W. W. C. Wilson, the well-known col- 
lector, has some of the very rarest of American pattern coins. Mr. Wilson by 
no means specializes, and any American coin of an artistic nature or of unusual 
interest is sure to meet favor in his eyes. He also goes in for books and paintings, 
and bis residence in Montreal contains numerous examples of the work of the 
best painters. One of the most recent of Mr. Wilson's acquisitions in the coin line 
was what is regarded as the only complete set of Gobrecht silver dollars known. 
While there are popularly supposed to be but six varieties of the Gobrecht dollars, 
dating 1836, 1838, and 1839, he has exactly nine varieties, two or three of which are 
regarded as unique, and nearly all of them excessively rare. Mr. Wilson bought 
this set from a well-known New York numismatist, for which he paid a record price. 
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Apropos of the Gobrecht dollars, it is often wondered why such a denomina- 
tion and design was not struck in 1837. It is certain that the reverse dies were in 
existence in that year, and why it was that no die bearing the date 1837, of the 
Gobrecht type, was made, is one of the mysteries. Some enthusiasts declare 'they 
yet expect to see such a variety put in an appearance, which may not be regarded 
as altogether unlikely. It is understood when the dies of all denominations were 
destroyed at the mint in 1869 that some of the Gobrecht dies were among the 
number from which no examples had been struck, aud it is barely possible that 
an 1837 dollar may have been among them. 



The fact that at least two of the varieties of the Porteous Bridge tokens are 
known to have been counterfeited will be information no doubt to a number of 
collectors of Canadians. The varieties counterfeited are the ones bearing the 
stamp " Cheval*' and "Personne." Both of these are clipped. If any others of 
the series are known to have been made from fraudulent dies Thk Numismatist 
would appreciate the information. 



The days of treasure trove are not yet over, if we may judge from the experi- 
ence of an Ohio contractor, who not long ago unearthed a lot of gold pieces while 
making an excavation that had a net total value of 125,000. The gold pieces were 
in fruit jars, and the gold was more than enough for one man to carry. Not a 
single coin was dated subsequent to 1861. There were 651 gold dollars in the 
lot, and of five-dollar pieces there were about eleven hundred. The scarcity of 
early gold coins is well confirmed by the result of an examination of this find, 
which contained only two five-dollar pieces of a date anterior to 1834. The paucity 
of quarter eagles was every bit as marked, and there were only something like 
four dated before 1834. The bulk of the value was made up of double eagles, 
scarcely any of which was worth a premium. All the coins were in a fine state of 
preservation, and it is to be regretted that none of the rarities was among the lot. 



The sale of the set of three-dollar gold pieces owned by Mr. William H. 
Woodin will give the highest bidder for the 1870 ** S " piece an opportunity to be 
the only possessor of a complete collection of *' three's." So far as ever has been 
learned there is only one such mint mark in existence, and that was the one 
acquired by Mr. Woodin some time ago. It is said that an employee of the San 
Francisco mint made two of these pieces in 1870, one of which was placed in a 
corner-stone of a public building in that city. The other he preserved, and it 
afterward passed into the possession of Mr. Woodin. There are quite a number of 
collectors who own complete sets of the three-dollar pieces with this single excep- 
tion, and it will be interesting to note who will become the new owner of the 
rarest of all the "three's." 



The fact is not generally known that there are at least three varieties of the 
five-cent pattern piece of 1866 on the obverse of which is the portrait of Abraham 
Lincoln. The two generally known varieties occur in nickel and bronze, but still 
a third variety was struck in pure copper. These Lincoln five-cent patterns are 
constantly advancing in premium, and are very difficult to obtain at any price. 
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THE EDITORS OF THE NUMISMATIST. 



EDGAR H. ADAMS GEORGE H. BLAKE 

ALBERT R. FREY 

' As several correspondents have expressed a desire to see the portraits of the 
men who will assume the editorial control of this magazine beginning with the 
present number, we present them herewith. 

Mr. Adams will superintend all material relative to the coins of the United 
States, including pattern issues, etc. 

Mr. Blake is an authority upon all issues of paper money and will confine his 
attention to this particular feature. 

Mr. Frey is the general editor, and will write on miscellaneous numismatic 
topics. 

THE MONTH'S MISCELLANY. 

The new Swedish one Kroner coins were issued in the first days of November, 
1910, the initial output comprising 311,887 pieces. It is expected that the new 
25 ore p eces will be put into circulation by January i, 191 1, and the 50 ore pieces 
shortly thereafter. 

In the October number of the Monatsblatt of the Numismatic Society of 
Vienna, Professor von Resetar concludes his exhaustive paper on the "Coins and 
Coinage of the Republic of Ragusn." 

J Schulman, of Amsterdam, announces the sale of the collection of the late 
Oscar Salbach, of Hamburg, on February 2oih. This first part will comprise the 
most important collection of coins and medals relating to South America that has 
been offered for sale since the Fourobert Collection. 

Henry Chapman of Philadelphia is cataloguing the magnificent collection of 
European crowns and other silver coins of ihe dollar size belonging to Mr. C. A. 
Baldwin of Colorado Springs, Col. This collection comprises over a thousand 
pieces of crowns and their multiples, and in nearly every instance ihey are superb 
specimens, as Mr. Ba'dwin was exceedingly discriminating in making his collec- 
tion. A number of gold coins will be added, including an octagonal fifty dollar 
piece of 185 1 . 

Whether a new Canadian cent with a small ring attached to it and its sides 
covered with gold paint is a "medal," is the inquiry proposed for a Congressional 
invest ieation. Mr. C. H. Roeder of Silver Springs. Md., bought the gilded cent 
at a dead letter sale and holds that the Post Office Department incorrectly desig- 
nated it as a "medal'* in the catalogue. Mr. Roeder would have Congress look 
into the conduct of the dead letter sales. 

David Proskey, representing the New York Coin and Stamp Company, has 
moved to 8 East 30th Street, New York City, after having been for twenty-two 
years at 853 Broadway. r"r-i^n]o 
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In detnolisbiii}^ an old mansion in Cinciunaii, Ohio, ^t November, which at 
one lime was the residence of Salmon P. Chase, former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United Siales, the contractors found evidence that this 
building had afterwards become the rendezvous of counterfeiters. In an unused 
room which for years had served as a lodging, spurious coins numbeiit g several 
thousands were found. 

The gold medal conferred every year by the National Institute of Arts and 
Letters ou an American who has earned distinction in some form in these fields, 
was awarded on December 8th last to James Ford Rhodes, who is sixty yeais old 
and a resident of Boston. The honor came because of his seven-volume history of 
the United iStates from the Compiomise of 1850 to 1877. The medal was designed 
by Adulph A. Weinman, a member of the Institute. It bears a finure of Apollo on 
one side and a classic lamp on the reverse. A reproduction of this medal appears 
in The Numismatist, for June, 1910. 

At Wayte Raymond's sale on December 8th the following prices wt- re realized, 
those marked with an asterisk being new recoids: 



No. 








No 








I 


Carolina Token 


, 1694, good. I3700 


107 Quarter eagle 


,1832. ex. f.. 


$26 00 


39 


Half dollar, 


1794, V. f., 20.50 


*i32 




1845 0, V. f , 


161.50 


92 


Quarter 


eagle, 


1796, V. f., 76.00 


142 




1848, Cal.,ex f 


» 75.50 


*93 


*• 




1797, unc, 282.50 


*l62 




1854 D, ex f.. 


130.00 


94 


(i 




1892, V. f., 27.50 


*i65 




1855 C, unc , 


22.50 


♦99 


(< 




1808, unc, 33 75 


*i7i 




1857 D, uuc. 


30-75 


*ioo 


(1 




182 1, proof, 82 00 


185 




1865, proof, 


6650 


♦loi 


i< 




1824, ex. f., 5000 


*2II 




1881, proof. 


io.25 


102 


II 




1825, ex. f., 27.00 


♦240 


Half eagle, 


1830, unc. 


56.00 


♦103 


" 




1827, unc, 91.00 


•241 


<< «i 


1833, unc. 


44.75 


*I04 


<( 




1829, unc, 40.50 


258 


Canadian jet 


on, 


4450 


♦106 


(i 




1831, unc, 26.00 











In the issue of the " Illustrated London News " for November 26th appears a 
curious picture entitled '* Coins as Plague Pieventers." which depicts some of the 
methods adopted by the witch-doctors of Russia to insure immunity from conta- 
gious diseases. The illustration represents them in the act of throwing Kopecks 
on the body of a plague-stricken victim to pay the expenses of his funeral and at 
the same time to save themselves and the bystanders from infection. 

Adolf Hess Nachfolger, Frankfurt a M., will sell at auction on February 27, 
the second portion of the great collection of Johann Horsky, of Vienna. This is 
the largest collection of coins and medals relating to Austria and Hungary that 
has been offered in recent years. The first portion (sold last November) comprised 
the mediaeval and imperial series, and the forthcoming part will include the 
ecclesiastical issues. 

The highest records realized in the November sale were 3300 marks (about 
I825.00) for a hundred ducat piece of Ferdinand III, of Bohemia, dated 1629. and 
2200 marks (about I550.00) for a contemporary silver oval portrait medallion of 
Ferdinand 1, Emperor of Austria, dated 1561. 

Mr. Edgar H. Adams has decided to hold an auction at Kennedy's Auction 
Rooms on Friday February loth, next. The feature of the sale will be a 
large number of pattern pieces of all varieties, which are the duplicates from Mr. 
W. H. Woodin's collection. There will also be many other lots that will meet the 
interest of collectors of all series. The sale ought to be an important one. as it 
immediately follows the Government's action in withdrawing from its position in 
regard to the pattern matter. The catalogue will have several plates. 

The Perkin medal is one that is but rarely awarded and it is considered a great 
honor to be the recipient thereof. It is named after Sir William Henry Perkin, 
who was the discoverer of the dyestuff "mauve.*' by which the foundation was 
latd of the coal tar color industry and a great stimulus given to the study of organic 
chemistry. The medal has only been awarded three times. The first time, in 
1907, it went to J. B. F. Herreshotf for his work as a chemical engineer, and in 1908 
it was given to Dr. Arno Behr for his contributions to the chemistry of the glucose 
industry. Finally, on January 21 last, it was presented at the Chemists' Club in 
New York City to Dr. Edward G. Acheson for his scientific work in the field of 
electro-chemistry. 
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Mr. H. O. Granberj?, of Oshkosh. Wisconsin, informs us that he has come into 
possession of a gold souvenir medal of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, struck 
at the Government Mint Exhibit at St. Louis, Mo , on November 30th, 1904, from 
gold brought from Nome, Alaska, by George H. Webber, who saw it melted and 
stamped on the date mentioned. The following certificate accompanies the medal. 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 

St. Louis, Mo. 

On November 30th. 1904. this medal was struck from the official dies at the 
U. S. Mint Exhibit, in the Government Building of the St Louis Exposition. 

The gold dust from which this was made was given to me by George H. 
Webber, and was brought by him from Nome, Alaska. This official souvenir of 
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition was the only gold medal struck during the 
Fair. No alloy was added. Respectfully, 

H. J. Slaker, In charge of the Exhibit. 

From Rome comes a dispatch that King Victor Emmanuel published on the first 
day of the new year volume one of the "Corpus Nummorum Italicorum." This first 
part is devoted to Italian mediaeval and modern coins, with special reference to those 
minted by the House of Savoy. It comprises 432 pages and 42 sheets of illustra- 
tions. One half of the proceeds from the sale of this work will be donated to 
benevolent institutions and the other half will be given to the Royal Numismatic 
Society of Italy. 

LjTiian H. Low announces that he has many collections and consignments to offer 
during the next few months. Among the first will be the second portion of the Pena 
collection, the second portion of the Howorth collection, and consignments from 
A. H. Funke, A. Amend, Charles L. Miller, and the late Robert Halsted of New 
York City. At the sale of the Frank Clemens Smith collection sold by him on 
December 30. the following prices were realized : 



No. 

491 Mass. Pine-tree Shilling, 1652. 

Fine 8.75 

506 Confederate Half Dollar. Re- 
strike. Fine 7.60 

537 Currency Sheet of twenty 5c. 

notes 7.25 

538 Currency Sheet of twenty 10c. 

notes 11.75 

539 Currency Sheet of sixteen 50c. 

notes 13.25 



No. 

3 Annapolis Shilling. Fine $ 9.25 

150 Eagle 1803. Fine • • 16.90 

327 Brunswick Thaler, 1622. Fine. 7.00 
331 *' 1^ '* 1664. Very fine 7.50 
338 ** 1}4 '* 1688. " '* 7.50 
393 Tvrol Thaler, 1486. Fine. .... 6.00 

473 Bechtler Dollar. Very fine. • 6.40 

474 Morman Five Dollars, 1849. 

Fine 33.50 

476 Deseret Five Dollars, 1860. 

Fine 36.25 

The design on the obverse of the new rupee is to be the work of Mr. Bertram 
Mackennal, but the design of the reverse will most probably be the production of 
Mr. Percy Brown, the Principal of the Government School of Art, Calcutta, this 
being the first occasion on which the design has been entrusted to an artist resident 
in India. The inscription, in English and the vernacular, will be contained in a 
circle in the centre. This will leave a wide border, around which will be carried a 
Saracenic scroll. In the spaces left by the scroll will be conventional representations 
of the Rose, the Shamrock, and the Thistle, while at top and bottom will be the 
Indian Lotus. 

Thomas L. Elder expects to hold his sales hereafter on the second Friday of each 
month to conform with the dates of the meetings of the New York Numismatic Club. 
He announces that Mr. William II. Woodin of New York City has turned over to 
him all of his coins with the exception of his series of half -eagles, silver dollars, and 
pattern pieces. 

Among the items to be sold will be the ten dollars including 1838, 1843, 1844 
New Orleans. 1848, and 1858, all brilliant proofs; three dollar series including the 
1873, 1875, and 1876 in proof condition, as well as the unique 1870 San Francisco 
mint; also gold dollars complete with the 1861 Dahlonega and the 1870 San Francisco 
mint. This collection is now being catalogued by Mr. Elder to be sold in the second 
week of March. 

Ben. G. Green announces that in the latter part of February he will sell the 
unusually fine collection of United States cents belonging to Mr. C. E. Woodruff 
of Chicago, and also the United States pattern-coins, colonials and other coins the 
property of Mr. Harry F. Williams of the same city. 
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Mr. Bauman L. Belden. the Secretary of the American Numismatic Society, 
announces that on Monday evening, January 9th, and thereafter on the first Monday 
evening of each month, except during June, July, August, and September, the build- 
ing of the Society at Audubon Park will be open for the convenience of members and 
their friends. 

As is well known, the equivalent of the crown of Sweden, Norway and Denmark 
in our own money is about twenty-seven cents, or to be exact, twenty-six and eight- 
tenths cents. The General Export Society of Sweden has now taken up the matter 
of reducing the monetary standard from the crown or krona to the franc value. 
Several meetings have been held to encourage interest in this reform, especially 
among the commercial classes. l^pKjn communicating their views to the council of 
the Board of Trade of Christiania, in Norway, the latter also became interested, actu- 
ated probably by the desirability of having a uniform monetary standard with France. 
Belgium, Italy, Spain, etc. The Danish minister of finance has expressed his views 
in regard to the matter in one of Copenhagen's daily journals, and asserts that he 
considers such a reform is not at present necessai'y, nevertheless, he is willing to 
open negotiations with Norway and Sweden and have the matter fully discussed. 
There the matter rests at present. 

At Elder's sale on January 13th some of the prices obtained were : 



$10.50 

4.90 

14.00 
15.00 



600 U. S. Eagle, 1797, v. f 122.00 

604 Half Eagle, 1803 over 2, unc. 11.75 

606 '' " 1811, unc 11.00 

623 Three Dollars, 1873, Proof. . . 150.00 

853 Cent, 1799, very good 12.50 

862 Cent, 1804, good 7.00 

918 Dollar, 1836, Gobrecht on 

base 14.00 

932 Syracuse, Early tetradrachm, 

fine 6.00 



516 Rosa Amer. Twopence, 1723 
V. f 

517 C. Rosa American Penny, 1723 
unc 

521 Mass. Pine Tree Shilling, 
Crosby 14 

522 A. Mass. Cent, 1788, v. f . . . . 

524 Florida ij Real, unc 36.00 

525 Vermont Cent, 1787, unc 5.50 

527 A. Vermont Cent, 1788, v. f . . 4.00 

528 Vermont Cent, 1788, v. f.. • • . 5.00 

According to the London "Times," King George V. of England has received a 
petition signed by the chairman and secretar>' of the Currency Reform Committee on 
behalf of 1,000 signatories, with the address "Committee Room, Channel Islands 
Hotel, Guernsey," praying, on behalf of " loyal and dutiful subjects of the Island of 
Guernsey," that his Majesty may order that (1) all coinage other than British shall 
be suppressetl and withdrawn; (2) all commercial contracts shall only be negotiable 
on the basis of the British sovereign, shillings, and pence respectively; (3) the island 
may, as consideration for the suppression of its said charters (so far as they empower 
the use of French coinage), henceforth employing only British currency, participate 
in the seniorage to such an extent as shall mutually and equitably be arranged 
between the two Governments." 

The signatories introduce tlieir petition with a recital of the inconvenience of the 
present system of currency, which is governed by certain charters. They point out 
that the British currency, as well as the French, is legal tender in the island, that 
the existence of tlie dual system leads to monetary losses on exchange to inhabitants 
and visitors, and that the "general pricing of merchandise" is "in 20-21 sts, 21 sts* 
and 252 nds of a sovereign." They add that little direct trade is done with France, 
so that no useful purpose is served by the retention of the French silver coinage in a 
portion of the British Empire and that ' 'any profit on the minting of local silver and 
copper should not be derivable bj- alien Governments, but mutually between the 
island authorities and the British Government." 

The Merwin -Clayton Companj- will sell on January 23d a miscellaneous collec- 
tion of coins, paper-money, gems, and antiques. The catalogue will comprise 1250 
lots. 

Rudolf Marschall, the Vienna medallist, has received an order from Pope Pius X 
to design a new Papal Order of Merit. This is to consist of a circular medal bearing 
in high relief a portrait of the Pope, and Professor Marschall was called to Rome to 
obtain several sittings, so as to matke his model as true to life as possible. To the left 
of the hend is the inscription PIUS X. PONT. MAX., and to the right the figures 1903, 
the year of succession. 1 he reverse bears the inscription in two lines BENE MERENTI . 
and the medal is framed in a metal cross and will be suspended from a bar representing 
a papal tiara and crossed keys. A yellow and white ribbon will be used for attaching 
the order. 
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At L. Hamburger's sale held at Frankfurt A. M. on November 21st and the follow- 
ing days, some of the prices realized were: 
No. 830. Four ducat piece of Maximilian I struck for Corinthia. Marks 650 (about 

$160). 
No. 1240. Silver medal of Albert von Brandenburg, dated 1526 and in beautiful 

condition. . Marks 1225, (about $310). 
No. 1270. Eichstadt. Thick double Thaler of 1572, issued by the bishop, Martin 

von Schuamberg, in very fine condition. Marks 760, (about $190). 
No. 1363. Brunswick. Ten Thaler piece of Juhus, dated 1583. Verv good. Marks 

950, (about $235). 
No. 1748. Cologne. An inedited double Thaler of 1572. Fine. Marks 720, (about 

$180). 

The new cover design which we present to our readers with this issue is the concep- 
tion of Mr. Howland Wood, and it will be noticed that the drawing originally adopted 
by Dr. Heath has been but slightly modified. The illustrations are symbolical of the 
range of numismatic history which we will endeavor to relate in the pages of this maga- 
zine, extending from the early coinage of ^Egina to the latest proceedings of the A. N. A. 

Obsidional coins always appeal to the collector on account of their historical asso- 
ciations. The issues in silver and copper are frequently offered for sale, but gold siege- 
pieces are, as a rule, vei^ rare. In bchulman's sale of December 19th occurred one of 
the obsidional coins of Zieriksee dated 1576, which sold for one hundred florins or about 
fortjr dollars. Zieriksee is a town on the island of Schonwen in the province of Zeeland, 
and it was besieged by the Spaniards under General Mondragon during the years 1575 
and 1576. The only other recent auction record of this gold coin is in the Stephanik 
Collection, which was sold in 1904 and where a similar piece realized about eighteen 
dollars. 

Our announcement of two different positions of the mint-mark on the S mint 1909 
TJncoln cents has brought the enquiry from Commodore W. C. Eaton, U. S. N., of Ham- 
ilton, N.Y., if this is true as to Dotli the "with and without initial types." He finds 
the two varieties of mint letter position on the first issue, with V. D. B., but on the 
later abundant issue, without the initials, this difference has not been noted. 

The coinage executed at the mints of the United States during the calendar year 
1910, was as follows: 

Denomination. Pieces. Value. 

Double eagles 3,039,417 $ 60,788,340.00 

Eagles 3,486,344 34,883,440.00 

Half eagles 1,568,050 7,810,250.00 

Quarter eagles 492,682 1,231,705.00 

Total gold 8,586,493 104,7*23,735.00 

Half dollars 2,366,551 1,183,275.50 

Quarter dollars 3,744,550 936,137.75 

Dimes 16,250,551 1,621,055. 10 

Total silver 22,361,652 3.740,468.35 

Five cents 30,169,353 1,508,467.65 

(>nf» cent 152,846,218 1,528,462. 18 

Total minor 183,015,571 3.036,929.83 

Total coinage 213,963,716 $111.501.133. 18 

Coinage for the Government of tho Philippine Islan-is: — 

Peso nieces 3,153,550 

20 Centavo pieces 500.259 

1 Centavo piece.-* 2.700,000 

Ci>inagr for Crista Rica: — 

10 Centavo pieces 400,000 

.^ Cento vo pieces 400,000 

The new gold coinage of Montenegro consists of the one hundred, twenty and ten 
Perpera pieces. The silver, nickel, and bronze coinage of this State was struck at the 
Pans mint in 1909. All of the above coins are from designs by Professor Stephan 
Schwartz of Vienna. 
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Til the last number mention w:is made of the initial token to be issued bv the Na- 
tional Medal Company of New York City. This Iia^i now appeared and is fully up to 
our expectations. The color is of the nntural copper which in course of time will turn 
to an olive tint thus resemblini? the color of the tokens of the eighteenth century. It 
is the intention of th/* National .Medal Company to issue a token every sixty days, and 
the second one of the .-eries will he commemorative of the first American coin collection, 
i. e. the Pine-tn^e shilHngs in the scale-pan, which constituted the dowry of the daughter 
of John Hull, the mint-master. 

Mr. E. H. Adams desires to assure the numismatic public, that notwithstanding 
unfounded rumors to the contrary, he is in no way associated with anyone in the con- 
duct of his sale, and expects, if successful, to hold more sales in the future at regular 
intervals. He informs us that while it was original intention to present two plates with 
each catalogue, free of charge, he found that this was not practicable, and that therefore 
there will be a charge of two dollars for the plate catalogue, which will contain nine 
excellent plates. 

One of the recent successful labor saving devices introduced into the Philadelphia 
mint, is a mechanism for feeding the coin presses. The planchets are fed automatically 
from a hopper to the dies, and should the feeding funnel become clogged the press can 
be instantly stopped. One man can attend to six or more machines, whereas previously 
an attendant was required for each machine. 

Mr. Waldo C. Moore of l^wisburg, Ohio, sends the editor his card for 1911, and 
assures us that we are the first recipients thereof. The token is of copper and only one 
hundred were struck. 1 he obverse states that Mr. Moore is a banker, numismatist, 
philatihst, and fowl fancier, but the reverse is rather rebus-like. As other members of 
the Association may be fortunate enough to receive specimens of this token we will 
leave it for them to decipher the inscription. 

An interesting **find" was made in the little village of Tommen, in the district 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, at the beginning of last October. Some repairs were being made 
on an old stable used as a sheep-fold and while removing a stone in one of the walls 
two worknien discovered a rusty tin box containing seventy-one gold and two silver 
coins, all in an excellent state of preservation. 

Of the gold coins twenty-four are rose-nobles of Edward IV of England, and similar 
issues for Brabant, Over>'ssel, and the city of Campen. The other gold coins consist 
of double-ducats of P^rdinand and Isabella, Philip and Elizabeth of Spain, the provinces 
of Friesland, Zeeland, and Overj'ssel, and the cities of Campen and Zwolle. The two 
silver coins were half Thaler of Philip II of Spain, and their dates, (1562 and 1564) 
determine the time at which the entire lot of coins were probablv buried, and also 
apparently give a clue to the motive for hiding the same. As the t)uke of Alva with 
an army of ten thousand Spanish soldiers overran the Low Countries and Brabant 
in 1566, the former owner po.ssibly anticipated this march of pillage and secured his 
property in the manner described. 



PERIODICALS AND CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Charles Dupriez, Brussels. Catalogue No. 100, consisting^ of over six hundred 
lots, with prices attached. The contents relate entirely to deniers of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries of Brabant, Flanders. Hainant (Hennegan), Liege, and Luxem- 
burg. These comprise a portion of a large "find," which occurred in Brussels in 
August, 1908. 

J. Schulman, Amsterdam. Catalogue of various consignments (2537 lots), illus- 
trated with two plates. Included ai'e over three hundred items of Canadian and 
United States coins and medals, as well as many South American. Sale takes place 
on January 7th and following days. 

On February 20th, Mr. Schulman will sell the first part of the collection of Mr. 
Oscar Salbach, of Hamburg. The catalogue comprises over 2200 lots, and is illus- 
trated with ten fine plates. This f)ortion includes American Colonial medals and 
South American coins, medals, etc. Over one hundred numbers are given to medals 
and tokens pertaining to railways, bridges and navigation. 

A prospectus reaches us of a work by L. Anson, entitled '* Nuniismata Graeca — 
Greek coin types classified for immediate identification." The following quotation 
from this prospectus will give an idea of the nature of the publication: " Rvery 
known Greek and Graeco-Roman coin, the type of which represents an inanimate 
object or a plant, even if accompanied by animate objects, as figures or animals has 
been classified under the heading of the type and also of the symbol or symbols rep- 
resented upon it. and thus identification becomes the work of a few moments." 
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The * * Numismatic Circular ' ' for December contains the continuation of the 
series on the ancient coins of Sicily, and this number deals altogether with S>Tacuse. 
The Messrs. Spink, in their lists of coins for sale, include a large variety of United 
States pieces, including an octagonal slug dated 1852, and a ten dollar Pike's Peak of 
1861. 

From Briider Egger. of Vienna, we have received their Catalogue No. 15 (5261 
lots), including coins and medals from all countries, at fixed prices. 

Another important work just issued is '*Aes Grave," being a history of the early 
heavy money of Rome and Middle Italy. An extensive descriptive prospectus of 
this work reaches us from the publishers, Joseph Baer & Co., Frankfurt A. M. 

The principal contents of the third part of the '* Numismatic Chronicle " for 1910 
are : Metrological note on the coinage of Populonia, by J. R. McClean ; On some 
rare Sicilian tetradrachms, by R. J. Seltman ; The Coinage of the reign of Julian 
the Philosopher, by Percy H. Webb; the coin-types of Aethelred II., by H. Alexan- 
der Parsons ; and Chronology in the Short-cross period, by G. C. Brooke. 

L. Fuldauer, of Amsterdam, has just published his Catalogue No. 28 enumerat- 
ing over seven hundred Portuguese coins with prices, and Catalogue No. 29 devoted 
entirely to gold coins. 

Ben. G. Green of Chicago sends us his Catalogue number 58, consisting of 
United States and Foreign Coins, to be sold at auction on January 27th. There are 
over seven hundred lots, amongst other a quarter eagle of 1796 without stars in 
very fine condition, and six varieties of the Swedish plate money dating from 17 10 
to 1727, including the large four Daler piece. 

C. Lang of Rome has just issued a catalogue of numismatic books, the majority 
in Italian, and comprising about 130 lots. 

A somewhat smaller catalogue is that of Bernard Quaritch of London (No. 298) 
which comprises 61 numbers devoted entirely to numismata. Included in this are some 
very complete sets of the British Museum publications. 

The Berliner Munzblatler for October, November, and December are received 
and contain, as usual, some very interesting and original papers. Among many others 
should be mentioned: "Some of the smaller coins of Frederick the Great," bv F. Wie- 
gand; "The Coinage of Wismar from 1580 to 1592," by M. Bahrfeldt; and "The Oldest 
Thaler of Danzig, Thorn, and Elbing," by M. B. G. 

From Numberg we have received the November apd December numbers of the 
Numismatist he MUtheilungen, edited and published by C. F. Gebert. Both issues 
are devoted to the detailed proceedings of the local numismatic Society, and the remain- 
der of the pamphlets contain extensive lists of coins for sale, the prices being affixed. 

The leading article in MehVs Numismatic Monthly for January is a well written 
paper by Mr. B. H. Saxton on the " Nike of Samothrace." This is accompanied by illus- 
trations showing the original figure on the Macedonian tetradrachms of Demetrius I, 
as well as the restoration of the same by Zumbusch, now in the Louvre. Several of 
the "siege-pieces" issued during the Civil War in England form the subject of an inter- 
esting contribution by Mr. E. F. Herdman. 

Beginning January first Italy is to have a new numismatic magazine. It is en- 
titled Giomate Numismatics and will be pubhshed semi-monthly in Rome. A pros- 
pectus has appeared. 

Friedricn Redder of Leipzig sends us his December Catalogue consisting entirely 
of Roman coins, with prices affixed. Over two thousand pieces are described ranging 
from Julius Caesar to the middle of the fifth century. 

The Numismalische Correspondenz for January, published by Rudolf Kube in 
Berlin has appeared for January. The regular issue contains about 1100 lots of mis- 
cellaneous coins and medals with prices. Supplementing this are nearly one hundred 
majsonic medals, etc. 

The principal papier in the Revue Beige de Numismitinue for the first quarter of 
1911, is an excellent contribution on the money of Terina in Bruttium, and illustrated 
by a very fine plate. The great Brussels "find" consisting of about 150,000 deniers, 
etc., discovered in August, 1908, forms the subject of two other articles, also well illus- 
trated, a prominent position being given to a hitherto unknow^n denier of Cassel. prob- 
ably of the thirteenth century. 

C. F. Gebert of Nuremberg has issued an auction catalogue consisting of 931 lots, 
the sale to be held on February 8th. The contents are principally European gold and 
silver coins among which issues for Bnmswick, Nuremberg and Saxony predominate. 

From C. F. Tnieme of Dresden we have received catalogue number 193 with prices 
affixed. A large range of coins is covered, also many numismatic books. 
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NUMISMATIC EXHIBIT AT THE NANKING EXPOSITION. 

Both at civilized Peking, the Northern Capital of China, as well as ont of the 
way, Hsian Fu, the Western Ancient Capital of that vast Empire, I was informed 
that a collection of Chinese coins was being exhibited at the Nanyang Exposition, 
to use its ofl&cial title. 1 accordingly decided to visit Nankin^;, the Southern 
Capital of the Flowery Kingdom, on my return journey to Yokohama, in order to 
better report this numismatic event. 

I am acquainted with most large collections of Far Eastern coins, both outside 
and inside of China, and as this was the first intimation I had of such an important 
collection, since the exhibit had greatly called the attention of visitors to the 
Exposition, I looked forward to examining this numismatic treasure. 

I broke the river trip from Hankow to Shanghai at Nanking, with the above 
purpose. Of the Exhibition itself, the first, I believe, to be held in the Middle 
Kingdom, I am not concerned with, as my mission is here limited to report on the 
numismatic exhibits. 

In the Fukien Provincial Building, since the owner of the collection is a resi- 
dent, if not a native of this province, I found the object of my search. The first 
impression, I must frankly confess, sadly disappointed me. In a poor light, the 
collection of Mr. Wong Ping Sing was displayed, more or less chronologically, 
and arranged in a number of padded boxes lined with imperial yellow silk. The 
coins, which were carelessly sewn to the silk lining, no doubt might produce a 
pleasing effect to the general visitor, but not so to the collector, who is accus- 
tomed to.see more method and order in a public display. 

To add to the attractiveness of the exhibit, the medals and diplomas, two in 
number, which this collection had been awarded at former foreign expositions, 
were hung in frames on the adjacent wall. A notification, prominently exposed, 
written both in English and Chinese, served as an introduction. The frankness 
which accompanies certain parts of this declaration is certainly to be commended. 
Without any ambiguity, it stales that, with the exception of the Pu and Knife 
coins, all the specimens exhibited are guaranteed to be genuine. This saving 
clause might have also been extended to a good many of the round coins, as all of 
the Yuan Fa and many of the first ancient round coins, were simply modern 
imitations which would have scarcely deceived a beginner. 

The exhibitor principally bases the value of this collection (and perhaps gen- 
uineness) on the awards it has received abroad. The exhibit of Chinese coins 
(Mencarini collection) at the World's Fair at St. Louis, which gained a first prize, 
is too recent in our minds to forget what value to place on such awards. 

The Wong collection at the Nanking Industrial Exposition, so I was told, is 
the result of some fifty years patient accumulation. Time, more so than money, 
had evidently been spent on it, since most of the coins represented could have 
been acquired at little over face value. 

Comprising over one thousand specimens, — 1039, to be correct, the collection 
contains some interesting series. One tray alone was devoted to coin-charms, 
none of which were of any special value. The ancient representative money was 
strong in imitations, since, with one solitary exception, they were all modern 
replicas. Of the Yuan F'a and other ancient round coins, almost the same may be 
said. The Pan Liangs, although genuine, were very poorly represented. On the 
other hand, the early Kai Yuans (A.D. 618), w^ere well represented, and I noticed 
among them several rare reverses not usually met with in small collections. The 
coins of the intervening mediaeval dynasties were fairly well represented, but I 
found no great rarities among them. I was pointed out, with great pride, three 
small pieces of the red copper cash issued for the Chinese provinces in Turkestan, 
the owner evidently considering them great rarities. 
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To bring the collection up to date, two trays were filled with the modern pro- 
vincial copper pieces of 20, 10, 5 and i cash denominations now current, but as I 
did not see vimong them any which were not already described in my article on 
"Chinese Modern Copper Coins,*' I will make no further mention of them. 

In conclusion, I may remark that the collection was for sale at $$ 000 Mexican, 
but with the usual Chinese proviso that a reduction would be made if purchased 
for educational or Museum purposes. On inquiring the last price, it was imme- 
diately lowered to $3,000 Mexican, and I wonder what the reduction would have 
been if I had stated that I wanted it for Museum or educational purposes. 

H. A. Ramsden, F. R. N. S. 
Yokohama, November, 1910. Far Eastern Sec'y A. N. A. 



NUMISMATIC ELEMENTS. 



A STUDY OF THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF NUMISMATIC SCIENCE FROM 
AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES, 

As a {T round work for Beginners and an aid to adepts in Coin Collecting. 



By Frank C. Hhx'.iNvS. F. R. N. S. 
Pi esident of the Nezv y^ork Numismatist Club. 



The difference between the collector and the numismatist may be almost precisely 
likened to that between what is commonly called a builder and an architect. Both 
represent appreciation, capacity, activity, interest and zeal, and both are mutually 
helpful, but the latter represents just so much more profundity of research, technical 
ability, scientific attainment and professional training than the former. 

As an architect may never, after a certain stag^e in his career is reached, touch a 
brick or a plank, so a numismatist may rise to eminence without owning a single 
coin, although that eminence will arise most largely from his having handletl more 
than tlie average man. 

A certain point reached, his empire is the library, and his interest, no longer 
centered merely in the coins he owns himself, goes out to the available numismatic 
material of the whole wide world, his scientific deductions being derived from the 
contents of dozens, even hundreds of coins owned by others. 

The so-calletl *' Science of Numismatics " is not one but the compound of manj- 
sciences. It embraces the entire range of palpable, tangible pledges of certified 
value which have ever passed from hand to hand under the protection of popular 
guarantee in any time and at any place, and also from the fact that such pledges have 
usually- possessed the character of coined metal of given forms, weights and fine- 
nesses, money-like articles of a commemorative character, under which class the 
chief object offered for our consideration is the medal. 

The limit of suggestion conveyable to the human mind in numismatic form is 
only defined by the resources of human thought. That is to .say, unboundetl. 

Were this not the case some space might be consunie<l in describing the particu- 
lar applications of numismatic study and research. But it would l)e time lost. 

During the approximate thirty centuries of accepted numismatic history there 
has been recorded on the stamped metal of the coin and metal practically ever\' con- 
sideration, human and divine, which the mind of moi-tal may compass. 

Cosmos from primieval chaos to final obliteration. The play of every sense, the 
throb of every emotion, the tlu*ill of every art ; the myriad mysteries of religion and 
the tortures of inferno, folk-lore and fact, human industry and human follies, the 
scourge of the tyrant and the palm of the peacemaker. The organic wonders of air 
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earth and sea and the vulcanic terrors of the underworld. The phantoms of the great 
ones of olden days file by upon the coins of the world as past the throne of God. 
Mighty conquerors, purpled weaklings and frail beauties of the bygone ages. 
Zoology, botany, chemistry, political science, socialogy, economics and the industrial 
arts all fling their gems into the witch's cauldron of numismatic lore and still the 
catalogue remains unexhausted. As an acute mind has not long since observed " to 
the infinity of things recorded which are or have been, must be added a long list of 
pure imaginings, impossibilities and events which have never transpired." The 
full extent of the feast offered to the intellect by numismatic considerations will 
never be described because no book short of the *' Book of Life " could contain it. 

" Numisma " is the handmaid of every art and science. To ignore her claims 
is for the historian to comt failure at the outset, and all historj' which has ever been 
written in defiance of this absolute law is doomed to one day be mercilessly dissected 
and reconstructed in the light of numismatic testimonies. 

While no one can be reproached the possession of more than usual specialized 
knowledge in the direction of their tastes, there are many profound numismatic con- 
siderations which are not strictly necessary to the enjoyment of the average collector. 
Some very learned books have been written upon the weights, measures and fiscal 
systems of divers times and places, in which coins have been much illustrated and 
cited, but occupation with these would make too much of a serious occupation of 
what most people who undertake to collect coins wish to cultivate as a relaxation and 
intellectual pastime. 

To quote a learned European observer of things numismatic : — 

"The meaning of the term 'coin' is by no means so simple that one can 
clearly define it, off hand, in every possible sense. Furthermore, the sense of the 
word has been much disputed since such things as coins have existed, and even 
accepted definitions liave not always remained permanently in force. The simplest 
is that of a piece of metal which offers a certain value guaranteed by a particular 
symbol. Even from this simple standpoint it is possible to regard coined money in 
a variety of different ways. The merchant and trader will be most concerned about 
the value of a piece of money. To them the most important points will be the 
metal, its weight, the monetary system and the purchasing power. Another will be 
interested in numismatic considerations alone. He will find the portrait of a prince 
or statesman whom he admires, and before his eyes will arise a vivid picture of the 
times to which the coin belongs. Who does not at least treasure a coin of some 
admired hero of the past or commemorative of some great event? During the 
Middle Ages there was a great popular demand for specimens of the ' thirty pieces 
of silver ' for which Judas betraj'ed his Master, and as it was impossible for every- 
body to have one of the genuine, others were multiplied after the original pattern. 
When a representation of the Holy Sepulchre was particularly reverenced everybody 
wanted the few silver pieces on which it was portrayed, and pilgrims bought them 
eagerly. Who has not, at the sight of an old coin, thought what a tale it could tell 
if it could but speak ? And do we not experience a sort of reverence when we handle 
a piece of money which may have lain in the hand of Charlemagne, with which a 
Caesar may have paid his legions or which has lain in the treasury of Croesus ? Men 
and women whose historical existance are only darkly suggested by poetry and saga 
spring into a renewed and appreciable life once more through their still existing 
coins. Caspar, the first of the three Holy Kings, Shakespeare's Cymbeline, Vercin- 
getorix, Odoacer and Theodoric, Roland the hero of Roncesvalles, Julius, Augustus, 
Cleopatra, Alexander, Napoleon and Washington. Yes, these old coins speak indeed 
to all who understand their language. To the delver in the w^orld's past they are 
often the weightiest sources of history, — monuments to princes and governments of 
which no stone, no chronicle, no song remains to speak ; testimonies to glories van- 
ished and times forever. bUt for them, swallowed by the gulf of oblivion. 
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Still another class of coin lover finds his greatest satisfaction in numismatic por- 
traiture, the objects and scenes represented on obverse and reverse of the treasures 
he assembles. He appreciates the degree of artistic skill possessed by ancient peo- 
ples at a particular time by the representations of their rulers, and compares one 
piece with its nearest of kind of a previous or later epoch. The fountain of knowl- 
edge before him is almost unfathomable in depth and priceless in value. Years, 
decades and centuries have come and passed, whole peoples have sprung into 
prominence, waxed, waned and vanished, leaving behind them but few and trivial 
traces, in too many instances none whatever. But they have had coins, and these 
coins show not only their degree of artistic development, but their tastes and trend 
of thought. The numismatic student never ceases to encounter an infinity of subtile 
connections between coins and the spiritual life of their makers. So many peoples 
have vanished without leaving a trace behind, so many kingdoms obliterated from 
earth's surface, their citadels and temples burned and fallen, their weapons rusted 
and their treasures looted by the stranger, but from a few tiny coins they rise again 
into human ken, the majesty of their cities, the power of their arms and ships, the 
beauty of their familiar objects and the aspirations of their souls. Almost all coins 
possess inscriptions which give rise in turn to another series of speculations. From 
the evidences presented by one series of coins we are able to judge of the degree of 
relation.ship possessed by those responsible for it to other peoples. Comparisons of 
language, manners, ^customs, religious symbols, arms and attributes combine to fix 
the cousinship of scattered racial stems, to identify the parent people and classify the 
colonies and separated provinces which have undertaken autonomous lives of their 
own. And often again we find ourselves mutely contemplating strange coins which 
are the sole survival of some long forgotten unit of human society concerning which 
no echo from the distant past has ever reached the modern ear. 

The riddle of the sphinx is theirs. Will they forever hold their secret, or will 
they, as has been many, many times the case, some day prove the kej' to a chapter of 
world history at once dramatic and astounding ? ' ' 

In the light of the foregoing appreciation of numismatic science, the writer and 
reader will now attempt to follow step by step a more or less methodical arrange- 
ment of numismatic considerations, the object of which is less to impart what is new 
or unheard of. than to inculcate a habit of what is best termed *' trained thought," 
without which the benefit of knowledge acquired is as haphazard as the bolt of light- 
ning which may destroy one's entire possessions or reveal a hidden treasure. 

Where one is enriched by an accidental discovery, a hundred thousand benefit by 
scientific knowledge of where wealth is to be found and how to obtain it. This is 
the writer's only apology for the seeming dryness of some of the details over which 
it is proposed to pass. 

I. MONEY AND COINS. 

1. MONEY. 

Money, scientifically defined by one of the world's greatest authorities in lan- 
guage, which as it only repeats a generally accepted truth, differs but little from the 
best descriptions by other savants, is " any generally approved medium of exchange 
which possesses the qualities and exercises the functions of a measure of value as 
well as that of an object of barter, means of payment, reckoning of worth and facility 
in the transportation of the same." 

In the primitive condition of mankind each individual only drew from the 
natural resources of the earth so much as was required by his own individual needs- 
So soon, however, as humanity reached a higher plane and its requirements aug- 
mented, then divisions of labor appeared and each produced more than he wanted of 
that particular thing which he was best fitted to produce. With this fact established, 
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the requirement at once arose of resolvinp all the considerations above enumerated. 
In a low state of culture the peoples merely exchang-ed their ordinarj- fi^oods and pro- 
ducts upKjn various bases of mutual agreement. When, however, the point was 
reached where the ordinary necessities of life were at times so plentiful and at times 
so scarce that the need was seen of settling: upon some generally procurable and g^en- 
erally desired class of objects as permanent basis of trade, the most natural objects 
which su^g^ested themselves were the flocks and herds which every one desired, of 
which no one could possess too much, and which might change hands as freelj' as 
required. The fact that the earliest known money of the world is a monument to 
this primitive custom goes far to show that our appreciations of the probable era of 
the first coinage is very correct, for nothing: could have come between the actual use 
of agrarian stock as money and the invention of a metallic medium directly repre" 
senting: such stock, depending upon representations thereof for identification. 

We are most likely, however, to be compelled to greatly extend our conception of 
the comparative antiquities of such moneys as chronologies founded upon a forced 
restriction of cosmic history to a period of four thousand 3'ears ; some thing^s which 
our fathers ver>' seldom questioned are becoming sadly involve<l with the logic o^ 
facts. 

As the world's culture increased, naturally the use of finer and even more trans- 
portable objects obtained, such as ornaments, weapons and utensils combining: a 
certain amount of intrinsically valuable material enhanced in worth by skilful handi- 
work. 

2. KINDS OF MONEY. 

{a) Skirts of Animals ; later, parts of the same were employed as mediums of 
exchange by hunting peoples. Tha old Russian term for money is /\unj^, meaning 
a marten, the Laplanders call it f^aha or pelts. 

{h) Cattle Money ; this has always been the favorite medium among nomadic 
peoples and primitive cultivators of the soil. Traces exist of this kind of money 
among the ancient Persians and the Greeks of the Homeric period. Homer tells us 
that the arming: of Meneleus cost nine oxen, while that of Glaucus cost a hundred. 
The Romans of the times of the Kings, various Teutonic peoples in Germany. 
Sweden, England, Ireland, the Hung:arians, Tartars, Circassians. Khirgis, etc., are 
all examples. The derivations pecunia^ p^cutiam and peciiiatnut were taken by the 
Romans from Pecus, cattle, and the Saxon sccat is from shet^ also meaning cattle, 
silver and value. The Icelandic word for ** means," as also the old Icelandic repre- 
sentations of animals on metal bars, are the traces of ancient cattle money. 

(r) V'arious Wares are or have been employed in different lands as metliums of 
exchang-e. For instance. Cowries in Africa and Asia, Wampum shells in America, 
cakes of salt, bricks of tea, dried fish, sugar, dates, tobacco, mats {the M acuta), 
arrow and spearheads, coral, etc. The Frisian value, a *'/^'^./^," /'. e Garment or 
Cloth (like Pn in Chinese), betokens that manufactured goods constituted an old 
form of money, and the date shaped money of the Persians tells its own story of the 
old date money. 

((/) Metallic Money came first into existence where it was most easily and 
plentifullj' found, and was very early employed. Thanks to its readiness of manu- 
facture, facility of division, durability and transportability, it in the course of time 
gained ascendancy over all other forms of money. We encounter metallic money in 
the Orient about the second centurv B. C. 



{To be continued,) 
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MODERN CHINESE COPPER COINS. 



By H. A. Ramsdkn, F. R. N. S. 



EntereJ in W. F. Dunham Manuscript Prize Competition. 



(Contiuued from Page 27 1.) 



(a) 
<b) 
(o) 
(d) 
(e) 
(0 

& 

(i) 

(k) 
(1) 



» cjish. 



1 cash. 



II. REGULAR PROVINCIAL SERIKS. 

So far I have ct»mo across only the following issues of the different provinces 
mentioned below. 

Name. 20 cash. 10 cash 

An Hwei x x 

Che Chiang x x 

Chin Kiang, see Tsing Kiang x 

Foo Kien x x 

F. K. Custom House x 

Fen Tieng, see Fung Tieng x x 

(g) Fung Tien, see Fen Tieng x 

(h) Ho Nan x 

Hu Nan x 

Hu Peh X 

Hu Poo X X 

Kiang See, see Kiang Si x 

(m) Kiang Si, see Kiang See x 

(n) Kiang Nan x 

(o) Kiang Soo x x 

(p) Kirin x x 

(q) Kwang Tung x 

(r) Pei Yang x x 

(s) Shang Tung x 

(t) Tsing Kiang, sec Chin Kiang x 

(u) Miscellaneous 



Totals. 



8 20 

AN-HWEI SERIES. 




3 



Fig 7 



Fig. 8 



Fig 9 




Fig lo 




Fig. ic 
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(a) AN HWEl. 

1. 20 cash. 33mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 7. 

Rev. As Fig. 8. The four Chinese characters above, as well as the two Manchu 

in the centre, signify *'An Hwei Mint." The value is stated below by eight 

characters. The msin inscription in the field, composed of four characters, 

mean "Original coin of the Kwong 8u period." 

As the above explanator>' d'is^'ription holds good for most of the coins following, it 

will not he necessarj' to repeat it in each case. 

2. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 

Ob. As Fig. 7, but the value is ten tash. 

Rev. As Fig. 8, but with the corresponding value stateri below by seven charac- 
ters. 

3. Same a«« preceding, but the N's are written *'X." 

4. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 

Ob. Similar to Fig. 7, but the value is ten r-AS'i and the dragon and ornamenta- 
tion .slightly different. The three stars on each side are more separated. 

Rev. As Fig. 8, but with the corresponding value stated below by seven charac- 
ters. 

5. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 

Ob. As Fig. 9. 
Rev. As Fig. 10. 

6. Same as preceding, but the four characters in the field of the Rev. are a little smaller. 

while the rosette in the centre is larger. 

7. Same as preceding, but the rosette in the centre is larger and the value is stated 

below by five characters. 

8. Same as preceding, but the rosette in the centre is smaller. 

9. Same as preceding, but '"irregular." 

10. 10 cash. 283^2 nim. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. U. 

Rev. As Fig. 10, but the value is stated below by five characters. 
1 he Obverse of this coin is most remarkable in that the value written in English 
was evidently altered from numerals to letters, or vice versa, resulting both ways. 

11. Similar to preceding, but without any value on the Ob. 

12. Same as preceding, but with the Rev. as Fig. 10. 

It will be noted that in most of the above 10 cash pieces the value in English is 
omitted altogether, while the same in Chinese is variously expressed by either 
seven, five or two characters. 



CHE-CHIANG SERIES. 




Fig. 12 




(b) CHE CHIANG. 

20 cash. 33 mm. Red cop|)er. 

Ob. As Fig. 12. 

Rev. As l*ig. 13, but the value is 20 cash, stated below by three characters. A 
ro^:'ette occupies the centre in place of the ball and circle. The two Manchu 
characters on each side, as well a-s the four Chinese above, stand for "Che 



Chiang Mint." 
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2. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 12. 

Rev. As Fig. 13. 

3. 10 cash. 28^2 inm. Red copper. 

Ob. and Rev., as preceding, but on the Rev. a rosette occupies the centre instead 
of the ball and circle. 

4. Same as preceding, but of yellow brass. 

.5. Same as No. 3, but the Manchu character on the left side of the Rev. is smaller 
and written differently. 

6. Same as No. 3, but "irregular." 

7. Same as No. 4. but the value on the Rev. is stated below by four characters. 

CHING-KIANG SERIES. 




Fig. 14 Fig. 15 

(c) CHIN KIANG. 

1. 10 cash. 281^ mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 14. 

Rev. As Fig. 15. 

This coin has a milled edge. 

2. Same as preceding, but 28 ram. while the characters round the Rev. are not so sep- 

arate and somewhat .smaller, particularly the two in Chinese expressing Che 
Chiang (Mint). 

3. Same as preceding, but the dotted circle on the Rev. is nearly half the diameter 

and the four characters in the field are smaller. The rosette in the centre is 
missing altogether. 
For the other coins issued for this same province, see Tsing Kiang. 

FOO-KIEN. 




Fig. 16 Fig. 17 

(d) FOG KIEN. 

1. 20 cash. 32 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 16. 

Rev. As Fig. 17. 

2. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 

Ob. As Fig. 16, but the value is 10 cash. 

Rev. As Fig. 17, but with the corresponding value stated below by six chaiacteis. 
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3. Similar to preceding, but the ornamentation round the dragon is more scanty. 

4. 5 cash. 22 mm. Red copper. 

Ob. Similar to Fig. 15, but the value is 5 cash. The ornamentation is more like 

No. 3. 
Rev. As Fig. 17, but with the corresponding value stated below by six characters. 

F. K. CUSTOM HOUSE. 




Fig. 1 8 Fig. 19 

(e) F. K. CUSTOM HOUSE. 

1. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 18. 

Rev. As Fig. 19. 

2. Same as preceding, but the two Chinevse characters on each side of the Rev. (which 

mean ** Custom House") are more than double the size. 
"F. K " stand for Foo Kien. 

(f) FEN TIEN. 

1. 10 cash. 28 mm. Yellow brass. 

Ob. Similar to Fig. 20, but with FEN TIEN PROVINCE. 

Rev. As Fig. 21, but the date is (19)03, represented by the tenth character of 
the Ten Stems (Decenary Cycle) in combination with the fourth of the Twelve 
Branches. (Duodenary Cycle.) 

This coin belongs to Fung Tien Province, the spelling being changed in the subse- 
quent Issues, as will be seen below. ^^ 

FUNG-TIEN. 



Fig. 20 Fig. 21 

(g) FUNG TIEN. 

1. 20 cash. 32 mm. Yellow brass. 

Ob. As Fig. 20, but the value is twenty cash. 

Rev. As Fig. 21, but with the corresponding value .stated below by five characters. 
The figure 20 is here written in an abbreviated form. 

2. 10 cash. 28 mm. Yellow brass. 
Ob. As Fig. 20. 

Rev. As rig. 21. The Chinese characters on each side stand for the date (19)04, 
represented by the first character of the Ten Stems in combination with the 
fifth of the Twelve Branches. 

3. Same as preceding, but the date is (19)05, represented by the second character 

of the Ten Stems in combination with the sixth of the Twelve Branches. 

4. Same as preceding, but the date is (19)06, represented by the third character of 

the Ten Stems in combination with the seventh of the Twelve Branches. 
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HO-NAN. 




Fijjr. 22 FiR. 23 Fig. 24 

(h) HO NAN. 

1 10 cash. 2834 mm. Reel popper. 
Ob. As Fig. 22. 
Rev. As Fig. 23. 

2. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 

Ob. As Fig. 2i. 

Rev. Similar to Fig. 23, but the characters in the field and surrounding the coin 
are somewhat smaller and written slightly different. The symbol of the male 
and female principle, in the centre, is arranged differently. 

{To be continued.) 



THE QUESTION OF COMMISSIONS. 

To the Editor of The Nimismatist : — 

In this article I wish to speak in regard to the dissatisfaction that results to 
nearly all persons who dispose of United States legal tender coins or notes at auc- 
tion sales. 

Most of us in the first instance pay much above their face value, and, to 
improve our collections, dispose of some to make way for better specimens. It 
. often happens that at different periods there is a slump, and a coin or note sells 
for less than its original purchase price. Adding to this loss comes a further one, 
where a cataloguer or broker fails to protect such coin or note by allowing it to be 
sold for such a price than when his commission is finally deducted it nets the 
seller less than face value. A cataloguer should either reject for auction sales or 
he should know that if he sells a legal tender coin or note a minimum price 
should protect it^ and if the coin or note sells below that mark he should not get 
his full commission. For instance, if a lot of standard dollars were to be sold 
they should bring not less than lt.35 each, if the commission be 25 per cent., or 
fi.25 each if the commission be 20 per cent. If sold below any of these figures 
then the cataloguer should stand the loss. In other words, if they sell for fi.io, 
f 1.15 or $[.20, the cataloguer should have only the difference between these prices 
and face value for his commission. The cataloguer or broker should protect the 
seller of legal tender coins or notes, for of what benefit to the seller would it be 
for anyone to dispose of several hundred dollars (face value) and receive a net 
return after the sale of less than face value, thereby making the cataloguer or 
broker a gift? The seller is not always a philanthropist, and might better spend 
even some nice proof or uncirculated dollais (I have seen them sell for $1.10 and 
$1.15) for pleasure or surer profit. The writer would like to make 20 or 25 per 
cent, so easily and pay the printing and auctioneer's bills also. A quick and 
simple rule for the cataloguer to adopt at a sale to protect the seller is, if the com- 
mission be 25 per cent., to add one-third to the face value ; if 20 per cent., to add 
one-fourth to the face value. 

I know that most cataloguers will not agree with me in my views, but how un- 
satisfactory and even foolish it is to dispose of a dollar fur less than a dollar! 
Cataloguers and brokers should use their best endeavors to bring about fair play, 
that we may have the satisfaction of knowing that our heirs will receive at least 
face value lor our collections, if not more. A. N. A. 595. 
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THE CANCELLATION OF OLD PAPER MONEY. 

If the present order of things continues. President Taft's administration will go 
down into history as a very economical one. In every department of the government 
the word has gone forth that economy- must be practiced. Fine stationery, which was 
formerly embossed with a die, has been supplanted by that from the printing press. 
Kven memorandum pads, used by emplo3'ees for figuring, have been made slightly 
smaller, presumably to save the waste which formerly came from cutting pads a little 
larger. Among the many savings which are being effected is the abolition of express 
charges on old paper money, which is sent daily from the difterent sub-treasuries to 
the treasury in Washington for redemption. The express companies have been in 
receipt of a tidy sum for this service, their charges having been from New York at 
the rate of 20 cents per one thousand dollars. 

Tnder the new system, which is now being inaugurated in all the sub-treasuries, 
the old money is now sent by registered mail, at little or no cost to the government. 

It takes four or five da\*s from the time the old money is receive<l at the sub- 
treasury until it is shipped to Washington. 

The first day it is countetl and put in packages containing varj'ing amounts, 
according to the denomination of the bills. Kach package is secured by two 
'* straps," one being placed around it lengthwise and the other across it. Upon the 
latter is placed in duplicate the amount the package contains, and certain marks of 
identification. The package is then ready for the cancelling machine, which punches 
a triangular hole in each quarter of all the bills witliin. The shape of these holes 
varies with the different sub-treasuries ; the triangular hole being used at the New 
York Sub-Treasury. The next day these cancelled packages are placed under an 
ordinary paper cutting machine, whose power is derived from an electric motor, and 
cut in two, levgiliwise^ each section of the cut package bearing complete identifica- 
tion mark*;, as these marks were originally placed on the package in duplicate, and 
in such manner as to remain on each half after cutting. 

After this, the cut halves are assembled for shipment, careful record being taken 
pf same. The next day the upper halves are sent to Wa.shington, and the following, 
day the lower halves, (ireat care is exercised that tlie upper and lower halves do 
not become mixed in any way. They are shipped in sei)arate pouches, and no lower 
halves are ever forwarde<l the Sfime day as the corresponding upper ones are, and 
I'ica versa. 

After these cancelled and cut bills are received in Washington, the count is veri- 
fied, and then they are ready for the macerator. 

This nietluKl of handling nmtilated paper money was installed in the New York 
vSub-Treasury on Mai-ch 5, 1910, and so perfect has the isystem been that no trouble 
whatever has been experienced through the metlKxls employed. By making some 
change in the arrangement of the work, the present force has been able to do this 
additional work without any additional help, and with a corresponding relief to the 
Department in Washington. 

In Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago the above system has been installed, and it 
is probable that it will be extended to every sub-treasury in the I'nited States. 

(;i:()R(;k H. Bi.akk. 



UNITED STATES PAPER MONEY. 

It is generally known that in comparison to coin collectors, there are only a few 
who are engaged in the study and collection of paper mone>-. 

The varied kinds used during different, pericxl > of this country's history afford a 
wide and fascinating field for the earnest collector. Perhaps the field is really too 
large to be fullN covered by the onlinary collector, but there are many branches which 
afford an opportunity to specialize in a line best suited to individual tas^s. 
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For some, the paper inoiiej* of Colonial times appeals more stron;2fly than that of 
later dates. Others are interested in that of the '" Wild Cat " period, and still others 
in the paper money issued be^innin^ with the Civil War, and continued down to the 
present time. Fractional Currency l>elong's to the latter periotl, and many coin col- 
lectors have g^athered specimens as a numismatic si<le line. 

We feel it incumbent upon us to call our readers' attention to the advantajjes of 
paper money collecting, and shall endeavor to ^ve them at different times such 
information on various topics concerning paper money as will tend to stinmlate 
interest in that neglected branch of Numismatics. 

In furtherance of this plan, and as an akl to present or intending collectors, the 
undersigTieii invites their correspondence, and will be pleased to answer any ques- 
tions which may be asked, when postage is enclosed for reply. 

GKORf.K 11. Bl.AKK. 
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ALFRED SANDHAM. 

Ou Sunday, December 25, Alfred Sandham/tbe CaoadiaaAiitiquarj;^?^ died at 
his residence, 88 BaMwin street, Toronto. , ,^ 

Mr. Sandham was in his seventy-third year, and while not an active collector 
for many years he was well known to the older generation of numismatistsl. 

In 1869 appeared his book entitled *'The Coins, Tokens and Medals of the 
Dominion of Canada," and this was followed by a supplement in 1872. 



ALBERT S. ELWELL 

A member of the A. N. A. and a prominent druggist of Bridgeton, N. J., died at 
his home in that town on January 4th, age fifty-seven years. 

Mr. Elwell was a native of Bridgeton, but in early life he went to Philadelphia, 
where he remained for souie years, being connected with several pharmacies in 
that city. In 1886 he returned to Bridgeton and opened a drug store in the Hotel 
Cumberland, now the Commercial Hotel. Soon after he was appointed secretary 
of the New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy, a position which he held for several 
years and in which he took much pride. 



A brief notice occured in the previous number announcing the death of Mr. H. 
C. Haeberle of Manchester, Iowa, on January 7th. 

Mr. Haeberle was born in Gaeppingen, Wurteniberg, Germany, on February 
8, 1847. He came to this country many years ago and was connected with the 
Hollister Lumber Company up to the time of his death. As an evidence of the 
esteem in which he was held by his fellow townspeople all business was suspecded 
during the funeral services. 

HARLOW ELLIOT WOODWARD. 

On January 12, 191 1, there passed away, in his sixtieth year, another well- 
known old-time collector, Harlow E. Woodward, son of the famous old dealer and 
and catalouger, W. Elloit Woodward, whose store at the corner of Dearborn and 
Dudley Streets, Roxbury, saw many famous auctions of stamps and coins. Al- 
though Mr Woodward did not take the interest in coins or enjoy the reputation 
his father did, he nevertheless was no amateur in the subject, his attention for the 
most part being devouted to stamps, on which he was an authority, and an enthu- 
siastic collector, having inherited from his father what was at at that time one of 
the best collections in the country. 

He was a pioneer in the drug business, the originator of the cut-price system, 
and an original thinker and author. ^ t 
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It is always humiliating to make an apology for promises made and not 
fulfilled. We do not wish our readers to place us in the calagory of those, as 

Macbeth says. 

That k«ep the word of promise to our ear. 
And break It to our hopto. 

Consequently we will make no definite promises as to the changes contemplated in 
this magazine under its new management. 

As it is now the property of the American Numismatic Association, the 
detailed reports relating to that organization will be found in its pages. Thr 
Numismatist will also contain, as heretofore, everything of importance that 
transpires in the domain of coin collecting and medallic art. 

With this object in view we earnestly request our readers to forward to us any 
news item^ which they think may be of interest, and we especially solicit original 
contributions upon the subjects of coins, medals and paper-money. The popu- 
larity and success of The Numismatist was due in the past, in a great measure, to 
the fact that so many of our members voiced their opinions in its columns, and 
contributed in an unselfish manner to its pages; let us sincerely hope, therefore, 
that we can depend upon them for their assistance in the future. 



At the last session of the International Numismatic Congress, held at Brussels 
on June 26th to June 29th, a curious resolutiou was introduced which seems to 
have escaped the attentiou of most of our contemporaries. 

It is to the effect that the word avers (i. e. obverse) be eliminated from French 
numismatic nomenclature hereafter, and the word droit (/. e, the right, or the 
right side) be substituted therefor. 

Possibly the French have some good reason for discontinuing this expression, 
nevertheless to us it seems a decidedly backwatd step, especially so, as the term 
avers has been adopted by many European cataloguers. 



Most of our readers are familiar with the names of Tenniel, Leech, and 
Du Maurier, who have made the pages of ** Punch " famous by their caricatures. 
George Morrow, however, is not so well known, having been only a contributor to 
the great English comic weekly for the past two or three years. On another page 
we reproduce one of his clever drawings, which represents a knight getting in 
readiness to distribute money to the poor. Everyone knows lu>w reluctant the 
majority of these mediaeval gentlemen were to perform such acts of charity and 
how indifferent they were as to what they bestowed. But the caricaturist in this 
instance introduces us to a noble lord who is carefully discriminating, while his 
good lady is attending to the avoirdupois, so that no clipped money or short 
weight shall wander into the hands of the waiting line of underlings. 
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SEDUCTIVENESS OF LANGUAGE. 

I'nder the above title, in the December number of The Numismatist, is pub- 
lished an article by Prank Brown, which is in itself, an excellent specimen of 
seductiveness of languajs^e, for he attempts to seduce our minds to think ill of men 
who are acting honestly, by endeavoring, in what he evidently thinks a very smart 
way, to show up dishonesty of cataloguers, instead of which, he shows their very 
careful honesty of description. 

To the unthinking, who might enter into the vein in which the article is 
written, it might seem as if he bad proven a case against the cataloguers. He 
repeats the careful descriptions in which cataloguers have mentioned the relative 
sizes or amounts of damages, and speaks as if they should all be described simply 
as a damage, but a damage may rightly be of varying degrees of importance. A 
stamp might have a large tear in it or piece out of it, or a coin a big nick, 
that should properly be called a diuge, or a dent, which is so large as to be 
important and obtrusive, whilst on the other hand, a nick or dent may be ''small'* 
"infinitesimal" or **barely perceptible*', by which careful phraseology the cata- 
loguer has endeavored to convey to the unseeing buyer, the relative size or impor- 
tance of the damage. 

In fact many of these ''damages" are so slight, as to be of little comparative 
injury to the appearance or the value, especially when the piece is of great rarity 
and may not be known in perfect condition. The description "otherwise fine" is 
perfectly proper and refers to the general state of wear. 

Such articles as this seem to cast a slur on all cataloguers, and I would declare 
in self-defense, if you please to so consider it, that I know of some cataloguers who 
endeavor to catalogue articles in their care, with the utmost honesty, and have used 
the terms Mr. Brown quotes, to convey the relative importance of the damages, 
and to be honest, not only to the buyer, but also to the owner of the collection, 
and not run down the latter's goods by careless descriptions, mentioning damages 
without saying whether they are very objectionable or not, and thereby prevent- 
ing the receipt of the proper price for the collection. 

S. H. CHAPMAN. 
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HAVE YOU RENEWED FOR 191 1 7 

The Association Annual Dues, 50 cents and Subscription to "TiiK 
Numismatist," fl.50, total $2.00, are payable in advance. If you have not 
renewed your membership and subscription for 1911, DO IT AT ONCE. 
You maj' forget it tomorrow or next week. Don't wait for a notice from 
the General Secretary, as the adjustment of all memberships, etc., to expire 
in December should make it unnecessary. 

Extract from thk Constitution. 

Artici,k VII., Skction 1. — * * * 111 case a member fails to pay his 
dues before the first of February his name shall be stricken from the 
roll. * • * 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION. 

At the beginning of this, another year of histoty making, it might be well to pause 
for a moment's reflection and ask ourselves, what of The American Numismatic Asso- 
ciation? Have its purposes been fulfilled? 

What success has been achieved? In what has it come short of fulfilling it's mission? 

These questions we leave with you to answer. 

The year just closed has witnessed many desirable results in the chain of events 
that make for success, in the building of a permanent scientific Numismatic Society , 
that shall truly be representative of America. 

The Association is now in a transitory state, — passing from an enrollment of names, 
which constituted the subscription list to a Numismatic magazine, and who had asso- 
ciated themselves together for mutual benefits, to a learned Numismatic Society, with 
all the serious purposes of such a society, consecrated to an unselfish development and 
dissemination of numismatic knowledge. 

The detail of the acquirement of The Numismatist by the Apsociation, through 
the unselfish generosity of Mr. Wilson, has been published, so we will not inflict a 
repetition on you. 

Suffice it to say that Association ownership of its official publication is the founda- 
tion rock, on which all other improvements will be builded. 

Under the able editorship of Mr. Frey, The Numismatist will at once become the 
representative Numismatic publication of America. 

He wields an able pen, as his writings in The Numism.atist, and other numismatic 
publications, will attest. His devoiion to the Association is too well known to «:ommcnt 
on, as his name has long been associated with its history, he having so successfully 
ser\ed as President, for the vears 1905, 1906. 1907 inclusive. 

The Association is indeed fortunate to be able to command the services of Mr. Frey 
as Editor-in-chief, an 1 Mr. Tiklen, the new Genoril Socrt^tarv, as Business Manaijcer. 

Mr. Tilden brings to the office of Business Manager, a wide experience in the field 
of publication along special lines, and thi«5, the first issue of the new Numismatist, will 
attest his qualifications for the position for ^vhich he has been cho.sen. 

Regularity of issue will he one of the raanv appreciated improvements, and The 
Numismatist will be mailed promptly on stated dates. 

Now that The Numismatist is the property of the Association we trust that every 
member will take renewed interest in its success, contribute papers and notes for pub- 
lication, securing new subscribers, or advertisements when jwssible. 

There has been an almost universal demand that the Association own and publish 
its oflRcial organ. Mere ownership does not mean success, but it does mean increased 
expenses, and responsibilities. 

Will you dear member, assume your part of the responsibility? 

The Editor and Manager should be indemnified against any possible financial en- 
tanglements, and to this end a guarantee fund should be pledged." We desire the volun- 
tary ple<lges of at least twenty members, who will be responsible for their share of any 
part of a possible deficit limited to $500.00, that might be incurred by publishing The 
Numismatist during 1911. 

These pledges to be made without any further solicitation. Send your name to 
the President, and if you prefer, name the amount or limit for which you will be respon- 
sible. 

There is no probability of a loss, as th*.* financial success of The Numismatist is 
practically assured. 

In fact it is anticipated that The Numismatist will return a large profit over the 
cost of j)roduction, out of which the Board of Governors hope to financially compensate 
the Business Manager for his arduous labors. 

Postal regulations of the United States now require the separation of membership 
rolls of societies, and authentic subscription lists to publications, in order that second-class 
postal rates may be granted the publication. Thus it was necessary for the Board of 
Governors to again amend our By-Laws, changing the amount of dues from $2.00 per 
year (which amount was adopted by the recent New York convention) to 50 cents per 
year and placing the subscription price of The Numismatist at $1.50 per year. 

Thus everv member has the privilege of choosing for himself , whether or not they 
subscribes for The Numismatist. 

This is an important point and should not be overlooked by members. 

If one desires only to be enrolled a*s a member of the Association, remit the dues 
$.50, to the General Secretary, but if you desire to receive The Numismatist the amount 
required will be $2.00. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 TIIK Nl'MISMATIST 

Sub.scriptions to The Ni^mismatist will he the same to members or non-members. 
$1.50 per year. 

After this date applicants for membership will be required to pay an initiation fee 
of $1.00, in addition to above. This fee is, of course, to be paid but once. 

At present we will refrain from setting before the members any new^ or radical 
policies, but still stand committed to those set forth in our message of January last, 
and at the recent New York convention. 

Several of these projects have been accomplished. The Numismatist is now the 
property of the Association. 

The first Year Book has been printed and distributed. 

The Heath Memorial Medal is now being struck and will soon be distributed to all 
subscribers to the Heath Memorial Medal Fund, and to the special fund solicited last 
year. 

Subscribers to the latter fund will receive this medal in lieu of the anticipated mem- 
bership medal, as the subscriptions were not liberal enough to insure the striking of 
the membership medal, as yet. 

Many desired reforms, and plans, that mark the milestones in the progress of the 
Association are in process of formation, or successful termination, and these will bo set 
forth from time to time. 

There will soon be submitted for your consideration, copv of the revised Consti- 
tution and By-Laws. We trust every member will study these carefully, as some 
radical departures from the present law will be submitted. \n ideal provision for the 
election of officers will be submitted for your approval. Every member should register 
his vote with the General Secretary for the adoption or rejection of the submitted copy. 

Anticipating changes in the laws, that provide for appointment of committees, we 
will withhold aU appointments for the present, and the old committees will remain 
without change. 

It is to be deplored that a greater number of members do not take an active part 
in the aflfairs of the Society. I would exhort the pasftire members to renewed interest, 
for whatever is done for the Society, is for your own improvement. 

You can secure a new member; you can secure a new subscriber to The N iT.MiaMATisT; 
you can send notes or clippings to the Editor; you can describe some coin you have of 
special interest; you can register your vot? on a proposition bearing on Association 
affairs when it is submitted for your consideration ny the oSceis; you can boost at all 
timas. 

On behalf of the officers, I desire to expre^ their appreciation of the seeming 
unanimity of approval of their official effortk 

Wherein they have come short of expectations, their regret is unmeasurable, but 
wherein their efforts have been crowned with success, the knowledge that our beloved 
Association has been benefitterl. is ample compensation for their Tabors. 

"NON PROGREDl EST REGREDI." 

Fraternally, 

J. M. Hendehson, 
Januar>' 11, 1911. President. 

DISTRICT SECRETARY APPOINTMENTS. 
To the members of the A. \. A. 

Upon recommendation of General Secretary Tiiden. and in compliance with the 
By-Laws, I hereby appoint the following members as District Secretary for their respec- 
tive districts: — 

Dr. E. P. Robinson, 12 High St., Newport. R. I., for New England States., 
Rudolph Kohler, 76 Washington Place, New York Citv, for N. Y. and N. J. 
J. W. Aitken, Aitken Block, Carbondale, Pa., for Del.,'Md., Va., W. Va. and D. C. 
H. R. Newcomb, 24 Marston Ave., Detroit. Mich., for Mich.. Ohio, Ind. and Ky. 
T. E. Leon, 250 W. 69th St.. Chicago, for Ill..Wis., Minn., la.. Mo., N. D.. S. D., Neb. 

and Kans. 
Rev. Wm. A. Laughlin. Montpelier. Idaho, for Western States. 
B. Max Mehl, P. O. Drawer 976. Fort Worth, Texas, for Southern States. 
H. L. Doane, Truro, Nova Scotia, for Eastern Canada. 
J. A. Wood, 161 Oak Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, for Ontario. 
R. L. Reid, 1333 Pacific St., Vancouver, B. C, for Western Canada. 
S. H. Hamer, Claremont Road, Halifax, Yorks, England, for British Isles. 
H. A. Ramsden, 34 Water St., Yokahama, Japan, for the Far East. 
In December, Dr. F. A. Hassler resigned as Secretary for the Western States. 

Fraternally, 

J. M. Henderson, President., 
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FROM THE NEW GENERAL SECRETARY. 

The new General Secretary takes this opportunity to express his thanks to the 
members of the Association for the honor conferred upon him at the New York Con- 
vention. Realizing that the duties of the office will take up most of his spare time, 
members can greatly help by promptly remitting their dues and subscription to 
*' The Numismatist," without waiting to be notified. Membership cards will be 
sent as promptly as possible. 

Mr. Duffield's term of office being so very satisfactory, the Association has lost a 
good officer, one whose place will be hard to fill. 

The District Secretaries are requested to correspond with the General Secretary 
at any and all times regarding the work in their districts. Do all you can to advance 
the membership ol 1911. Specimen copies of **Thk Numismatist " will be sent to 
any address upon request. 

The coming year should be the most advantageous of the Association in its his- 
tor>'. Let the watchword be "Advancement for the A. N. A." 

G. h. TILDEN, General Secretary, 



REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 

New Members to be Admitted February 1st. 



1459 


George J. Bauer 


1470 


William A. Wilcox 


1460 


Fred E. Merritt 


1471 


G. Welland Arnold 


1461 


George P. Rives 


1472 


John R. Jones 


1462 


Wm. R. Powell 


1473 


Prof. Geo. W. Phillips 


1463 


A. H. Brandt 


1474 


Hon. Samuel S. Jones 


1464 


E. C. Moog 


1475 


L. H. Gehring 


1465 


H. L. Von Wald 


1476 


E. W. Waynick 


1466 


W. A. Toole 


1477 


H. H. Haylett 


1467 


Carl Roesiger 


1478 


O. A. Kolden 


1468 


William L. Watson 


1479 


John E. Walton 


1469 


James H. Paul 







APPLICATIONS FOR nEflBERSHIP. 

The following applications have been received. If no objections are received by 
the General Secretary prior to March 25, they will become members on that date, 
and will be published as such in the March issue. 

applicant proposed by 

George Anthony Katzenberger, LL.B. J^^' chas.^S^'cir 



iross. 



HM.Reia I.IS^: 

"«->• Mitchell §:kconve":se. 

FredT.Huddart G. l! Sn. 

I)r. D. W. Valentine A^l^Frej^ 



♦Ivocal, business or professional endorsement. 



^^^-<^2ii:*r 



y 



Worcester. Mass., Jan. 16, 1911. Ceneial Sccreiaiy, 
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THE DUNHAM MEMBERSHIP CONTEST AWARDS. 

Under the conditions named by Mr. Wm. F. Dunham, of Chicago, for the 
greatest number of new members proposed from June i, to December 31, 1910, the 
gold proof set of 1908, offered by bim as four prizes, has been awarded to the 
following members : 

First Prize, I20— W. G. Curry, Baraboo, Wis. 

Second Prize, |io John W. Aitken, Carbondale, Pa. 

Third Prize, fc— Nathan Smason, New Orleans, La. 

Fourth Prize, $2.50— Joseph Hooper, Rochester, N. Y. 

The number proposed by the leaders is as follows : Mr Curry, 21; Mr. Aitken, 
15; Mr. Smason, 6; Dr. Henderson, 6; Mr. Hooper, 4. 

It will be seen that Mr. Smason and Dr. Henderson each proposed the same 
number (6), but Dr. Hen<ierson insists that he was not one of the contestants, and 
regrets that he has not had the opportunity to propose a larger number. ( In the 
list of applications published Dr. Henderson is cre'lited with <inly five, but one 
was received from him before the close of the year too late to be published in the 
December issue.) 

The prizes have been forwarded to the winners. 



In this coniecdon a brief review of the applications received in 1910 u timely. 

During the ye<r there were publishetl 168 applications, and they were received 
from 54 different members. In other words, only about 12 per cent, of the mem- 
bers interested themselves to the extent of sending even one application. 

The splendid work of Mr. W. G. Curry in securing new membeis should be an 
inspiration to those who have not been active in this respect. The number of 
applications cie<lited to Mr. Curry fur the year was 35, a record of wliich he should 
be proud, and the A. N. .\ should be proud of Mr. Curry. 

Mr. John W. Aitken is another member who gives promise of a vahiabe a<*si3- 
tance in recruiting our ranks. Although comparatively a new member, his record 
of 15 applications in seven months proves that he is a decidedly active one. 

Dr. Henderson and the other faithful workers in the past have I.een equally 
faithful in the year just closed. The following have proposed three or more new 
members : 

W.G.Curry 35 Rud. Kohler 5 

John W. Aitken . 15 Farran Zerbe 5 

Dr. J. M. Henderson 12 Joseph Hooper 4 

Theo. E. Leon 8 S. D. Kiger 4 

Nathan Smason 8 B.Max Mehl 4 

Howland Wood 6 B. H. Saxlon 4 

Ben. G Green 5 Ludger Gravel 3 

In some respects the number of applications received during ihe year was a 
disappointment to your former General Secretary. With the earnest effort of the 
officers, aided by some exceptionally enthusiastic membeis. and with the prizes 
offered by Mr. Dunham as a stimulus it was hoped that the year 1910 would show 
a large membership increase and that the 200 mark would be reached or passed. 
The total of 168 is considerably below the mark, yet it is the third largest yearly 
record in our history. 

Let every member feel that a part of the responsibility for the record of 191 1 

is upon him. 

F. G. DUFFIELD. 
Baltimore. Md, January 16, 1911. 
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THE DOCTOR HEATH MEMORIAL MEDAL. 



To the Members of the American Numismatic Association : 

At the annual convention of the Association held in the City of New York in 
September last, the undersigned were appointed as a committee to superintend 
the execution of the Dr. George P. Heath Memorial Medal. 

The committee begs the support of all members of the American Numismatic 
Association who have not thus far contributed. 

The bronze medals will be sold to the members at |2, struck in silver at $5, and 
in gold at I50. 

The subscription list closed on January 2, 191 1, and the list below represents 
the names of the original subscribers. A few copies still remain unsold. Secure 
one at once as the dies will shortly be destroyed. Address all communications to 
D. Macon Webster, chairman, 25 Broad street, New York City. 

Respectfully, 
D. 
A. 
W. 



MACON WEBSTER, 
R. FREY, 
H. WOODIN. 

Committee . 



J. C. Miiclielsoii, 

W. H. Woodiu, 

J. M. Hentlerson, M.D., 



H. R. Newromb, 
J. H. Clapp, 
K. S. Sears, 
Carl Wurtzbacli, 
M. Marcuson, 
S. Hudson Chapman, 
Henry Chapman, 
W. A. P. Tlioinpsou, 
Farran Zerbe, 
Wayte Raymond, 
D. R. Kennedy, 



Sii^vER Medals. 
E. B. Stevens, 
N. C. Neilson, 
W. H. Harrison, 

Bronzk Medals. 
E. Smith, 
Hillyer Ryder, 
R. Kohler, 
B. Max Mehl, 
Ben G. Green, 
G. L. Tilden, 
A. A. Hawkes, 
Prank J. L/iveright, 
Dr. B. P. Wright, 
A. R. Prey. 



W. C. Wilson, 
Howland Wood. 



H. R. Siorer, 
Prank C. Higgins. 
R. W. MacLachlan, 
B. II. Saxton. 
Wm. A. Wiley, 
P. xM. Wolsieffer, 
J. de Lagerberg, 
E. H. Adams. 
D. W. Valentine, 
R. C. Garsia. 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The thirty-firet annual meeting of the 
above Society was held on January 13, 1911 An election of officers was held and the 
following were chosen: Dr. S. A. Green, president; Dr. Malcolm Storer, vice-president 
and curator; Horace L. Wheeler, treasurer; Howland Wood, secretary; It was voted 
to suspend the annual dues for the year 1911, but the admission fee for new membsr.^ 
to remain in force. 

Mr. S. S. Crosby presented to the Society several die-? of m?lalets and a nuTib?: 
of impressions from these dies. Rowland Wood, Secretary 

BRITISH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. At the m??t'n« held on Octab-r 23 
the Duke of Devonshire was elected a member, and by his courtesy a remarkable hoard 
of coins of the reign of Stephen was exhibited. In the course of a descriptive address 
Mr. W. J. Andrew remarked that the find as submitted was complete, and comprised 
95 silver pennies and 7 halfpennies, representing the only currency known in England 
in Norman times, the halfpennies being then merely penn'.e-^ cut into halves alono: the 
lines of the cross on the reverse design, and so issued from the minti. The hoard was 
found in 1867 within the precincts of the foundations of the old Hall at Sh?ldo3, near 
Bakewell, Derbyshire, and was enclosed within a leaden vessel. 

The actual date of the deposit of the treasure was deduced froTi the interesting 
fact that although no specimen of Stephen's second coinage, namely Hawkins 239, was 

C resent in its entirety, its reverse was in evidence on four ** mules." Mr. Andrew 
elieved that, for fiscal rejisons, on a general recoinage the reverse dies were first pre- 
pared and delivered to the moneyers, with permission to use them in combination with 
the old obverse dies until those for the new obverse design were ready, and thus "mules" 
resulted during the first months only of a new tji^e. There were many reasons for assum- 
ing that Stephen*^ second coinage was issued soon after his release m November, 1141, 
and therefore it was e\ident that the Sheldon hoard was deposited early in 1142. 

ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meeting was held on November 17, 
and several new members were proposed. The Rev. E. Rogers exhibited a fine series 
of Jewish coins including four shekels and two half-shekels of Simon Maccabaeus, a 
specimen of the newly discovered large bronze coins of the second revolt reading 'Jeru- 
salem' instead of Simon, a bronze coin of Eleazar. denarii of Trajan restruck by the 
Jews and a coin of Anliochus VII struck at Jerusalem with reverse tj'p? lily. Mr. E. 
Shepherd exhibited three specimens of bronze coins of Hoentia restruck on coins of 
Antigonus I and two base gold Kidara Kushan coins reading Sri Shihi while Mr. F. A. 
Walters brought a large Brass of Otho struck at Alexandria with reverse bust of Nike, 
unpublished, if not unique. 

The papers read were upon the coin-types of ^Ethelred II, by Mr. G. C. Brooke, 
and upon the types of the Jewish shekels by the Rev. Edgar Rogers. This gentleman 
stated that the tra'litional interpretation of the obverse type as the pot of manna and 
the reverse us Aaron's rod that budded were unsatisfactory. He propo.sed to interpret 
these t\T)es in the light of certain passages describing Simon The High Priest the Son 
of Osias, from the book of Ecclesiasticus, which was composed about the time of Simon 
Maccabaeus. The obverse type would then be the "vessel of beaten gold" from which 
the High Priest f)oured out the wine, and the reverse some spring flower, probably a 
lily, possibly referring to the meaning of the name Simon. 

NEW YORK NUMISMATIC CLUB. The regular monthly meeting took place 
at Keane's Chop House on January 13. Messrs. Adams, Blake, Elder. Frey, Gehring, 
Heaton, Higgins, Kennedy, Kohler, Nagy, Newell, Raymond, Sears, Valentine, Web- 
ster, and Zerbe were present. 

Mr. Raymond, the new Treasurer of the Club assumed the duties of office and 
Mr. Adams received a vote of thanks for the efficient way in which he had handled the 
Club's finances since its beginning. 

Among the exhibits was a beautifid bronze Lincoln medal of French origin, shown 
by Mr. Heaton 

President Higgins delivered an interesting discourse in the course of which he 
announced that from the study of ancient coins he had stumble:! upon a discovery 
that the symbol of the Jewish faith, known variously as the Shield of David, Seal of 
Solomon, and symbol of I'nited \'ishnu and Siva, which tops the pinnacle of every 
Jewish synagogue and is spread throughout the world as a religious emblem, especially 
among the Turks and other Orientals, is the oldest religioiLs emblem of the world's 
histor>', embodying a secret which has been locked in the breast of the ages since the 
days of the earliest Jewish Patriarchs and contemporary founders of present races. 
It may be even antediluvian and is certainly the key to every notion of the divine power 
which has descended to our time. 
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Various? other reliRioas aymbolt* of widely-scattered races are fragments of it and 
can only be interpreted by its use as a key. It is a speaking symbol of eternal wisdom 
and the earliest known graphic protrayal of the idea of a monotheistic God from whose 
attributes the later gods of the mythologies were evolved. 

It clearly proves in the light of Mr. Higgins' discovery the ancient intelligence 
existing between the Chaldeans and Assyrians, the Chinese, Trojans, early races of 
America, Hittites, Egyptians and Druidical Celts at a period when the whole human 
family dwelt in a clase union, and it proclaims astronomical data and measures periods 
of historj', predicting important dates, etc. 

NUMISMATISCHE GESELI^CHAFT IX WIEX. The last meeting for 1910 
of this Society took place on December 14. and the paper of the evening was by Herrn 
Hofrat C. von Ernst, on "The Denar of the I^ex 8alica. " Details have not reached us 
at the time of going to press, but we hope to review the same in our next issue. 



MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES. 

FRAXKFURTER XUMISMATISCHE CJESELUSCH A Fr. At the session of 
November 8th, Doctor Rodiger delivered an interesting address on medals and similar 
awards bcfetowed on individuals for the saving of human livev. After describing the 
development of life-saving and humane societies from the middle of the eighteenth 
century to the present day. he exhibited his extensive collection of medals, plaquettes, 
etc., pertaining to this subject. 

VEREIN FUR MUXZKUNDE IN XURXBERG. The regular monthly meet- 
ing was held on December oth, andtheaddressof the evening was by P. Kunth, entitled 
**A Numismatic Histor>^ of the Seven Years War." The subject was so extensive that 
the lecturer was compelled to confine himself to the description of coins issued up to 
the year 1760; the issues of the later years will be the subject of a future address. 

CHICAGO XUMISMATIC SOCIETY The 84th monthly meeting of the 
above named Society was held in their rooms, 1622 Masonic Temple, Friday evening, 
Jan. 6th, President Harry F. Williams presiding. The following members were present : 
Messrs. Dunham. Brand, Simpson, Excell, I^rcon, Vercouter, Baker, Williams, Loer, 
Wilson, Davis, Kelly, Green. Verkler and Nelson. The resignations of Messrs. C. V. 
Jaeger, No. 16; Chester Dunham, No. 75; and Jos. A. Kelley, Xo. 154, were received 
and accept e<i. 

Mr. E. C. Verkler, as chairman of the Committt^e on Medallic Production, reported 
that he had received '^timates for making the aviation medal from the Medallic Art 
Co., Whitehead, Hoag & Co., Gorham Mfg. Co., and C. R. Barber. Samples of medal- 
lic work from the first three named were shown. After considerable discussion a motion 
was carried that onlv as many medals be struck in silver as there were .^^ub.script ions 
for same. 

It was moved and carried that the entire matter of the aviation medals be referred 
to the Me<lallic Committee with power to act, and that the number of bron-ce medals 
be limited to 2[)0. 

The following officers-elect for 1911 beini; present, wore installer! : 
Prcidffput, Ham- F. Williams. 
Vicr-PresichrU, F. Elmo Simpson. 
Secretary, Ben G. Green. 
Tr^wfurer, T. E. Leon. 
Librarian, E. C. Verkler. 
E^ecutie Commitlee, \. M. Brand, Ben (J. Green and F. E. Simpson. 

Mr. Hugh M. Clark was elected to membership. 

The President appointed the following committees for 1911: 

On Medallic Production, E. C. Verkler, F. M. Tuckerman and Virgil 

M. Brand. 
On Membership, J. T. Kelly, F. J. Ix)er and Edward Michael. 

Under Exhibitions Mr. Leon showed five varieties of the '?50 slug; Mr. Jacobs some 
Chinese coins; and Mr. Brand 2 Japane.se obans, a 100 ducat of Bohemia, an oblong 
strip showing two impressions of the thaler of Bohemia, one-sixth ore of Sweden on 
oblong .strip from which two pieces had been punched, a 5 thaler of Austria on a square 
planchet, one-fourth and one-half pence of Griquatown, a broad and crown in gold of 
Charles I of England and an uncirculated U. S. half dollar of 1796. 

The following magazines were received since last meeting: Eld(^ Monthly for Oc- 
tober and MehVs Monthly, Philatelw West and Spink's Circular for December; 2 
auction catalogs from Elder and 1 each from Hess. Low and Schulman : and a catalog 
with fixed prices from Egger Bros. 

Messrs. L. B. Casagrande and A. B. Jacobs were present sxs visitors. 

Adjourned to meet February 3rd, 1911. Bex G. Gr{Ei:\, Secretary. 
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THE PERSIAN KRAN. 



The following Treasury Decision (No. 31079) relative to the correct value of 
this silver coin will be of interest : — 

Tkeasury Department, December 2, 1910. 
Sir : In accordance with the provisions of section 25 of the act of August 27, 
1894, satisfactory evidence has been produced to me showing that the value in 
United States currency of the Persian kran has been at least 10 per cent, more than 
the value proclaimed during the quarters beginning October i, 1909, January i, 
April I, July i, and October i, 1910. The estimated and proclaimed value of the 
Persian kran for the said quarters, as set forth in Treasury Decisions 30020, 30238, 
30478. 30743. and 30959, has ])eeu I0.069, ^.069. $0 070, |o 072, I0.072, respectively. 
Entries consulated during the quarter be^^inning October i, 1910, and ending 
December 31, 1910, will be liquidated upon the basis of ^ 09 instead of ^.072, the 
value proclaimed in Department's circular 56 of October i, 1910, T. D. 30959. 
Respectfully, JaxMes F. Curtis, 

(83102.) Assistant Secretary. 

Collector of Customs, New York. 



THE NEW BRITISH COINAGE. 

Early in December the official "Gazette" published a proclamation by the 
King in which was determined the new designs for the gold and bronze coins. Pol- 
lowing the numismatic rule, the profile on the obverse is reversed facing to the 
left instead of to the right as in the case of the King Edward VII, coinage. The 
inscription on the reverse will read, " Georgius V., Dei Gra: Britt: Omn: Rex Fid: 
Def: Ind: Imp:" The figure of St. George slaying the dragon and the date in the 
exergue will be retained. 

The bronze coins will be of three values as heretofore, penny, half-penny and 
farthing, and the seated figure of Britannia will adorn the reverse. 

The five-pound and two- pound pieces which are to be struck in connection with 
the new coinage will form a special coronation issue. Only a limited number will 
be issued, and the coins are not intended for general circulation. They will be on 
sale to the general public at their face value at the Bank of England during the 
coronation period, and the majority are expected to be purchased by souvenir hun- 
ters and coin collectors. Although not meant for ordinary circulation, the coins 
can be legally tendered in the same way as other coins. Special proof sets will be 
kept at the Royal Mint and in gold cases at an extra charge of twenty per cent 
above their face value. 

Mr. Bertram Mackennal, A. R. A., who has been appointed to design and 
model the Coronation medal and the coinage for the new reign, is an Australian^ 
who was born in Melbourne in 1863. 
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**THE TEXAS DEALER" 

RARE COINS 

AncI Everything Else 
Pertaining to Numismatics 

Bought and Sold 

1 shall be pleased to communicate ivlth col- 
lectors ivlshlng to buy or sell anything In coins, 
and shall endeavor to please. 

1 alivays possess a good stock ol United 
States Coins and Paper Money. Quotations 
cheerlully lurnished. 

If you have anything to sell. It i/vlU he tn 
your Interest to communicate i/vlth me. Rare 
coins or entire collection purchased for cash or 
successfully sold at auction at most reasonahle 
terms and prompt and satisfactory returns. Llh- 
eral cash advances made on consignments of 
value. 



D 



All Communications Promptly and Cheerfully L 

Attended to. 

whV not write me? 



B* MAX MEHL Fon worth. Texas 



Subscribe to the Numismatic Monthly, now in its fourth year, a real live 
coin Journal. Only 00c a year. Sa:nple copy 10c. Complete volume for 1910, now 
$1.00. Address, NehPs Numisnr.otic Monthly, Box 076, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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I Hold a Public Aucx 
tion Sale of G>inSf 
Medals and Paper 

Money Every Month 

C[ Your name entered on my 
distribution list, without charge 
or obligation. 

LYMAN H, LOW, 

H East 23rd St., 
New York, N. Y. 



Patterti and 
Experimental Pieces 
Boudbt and Sold 



I make this series a specialty, 
and have specimens that will 
interest any collector. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address 

E. H. ADAMS 

Pattern Expert 

40 Fourth Av^ 

Brooklyn^ N. Y. 

Tcl. 1346 Main 



Trial Four Jiont ht. oier 400 pages, Ten Cents 

World's Greatest Collector Magazine 

FOUNDED IN 1895. 



U/>e Philatelic West and 
Collector's World 

Superior, Nebraska, U.S.A. 

The oldest. Urgnt monthly American Collccton* 
Paper. 100 pages each issue, replete with interesting 
reading and adrertising, illustrated* pertaining to 
Stamps, Curios, Cains. Postal Cards and Entire Cotscs, 
Minerabr ReUcs of all kinds« Old Books, etc. Over 
3,600.4ages inued in two years. 

An unimitated expensive meritorious (eatttre is the 
publication in each number of ilhsstcations of leading 
collectors and dealers of the world. 

50 cents for 12 numbers f Foreign and 
Canada^ $1 or 4s. Sample Free. 

L. T. BSODSTONE, Palillslier, 

Superior, Nobraske, U.SJl. 



NOREY*S SNAPS No. 20 

25 Large Cents, different dates, good or better SIXX) 

25 Small " ' $IJOO 

25 Foreign Coins, ** ** " " ** .25 

25 Civil Var Tokens, good or better .75 

25 Hard Times " " $1.50 

25 War, Confederate and Broken Bank Bills SIJOO 

25 different Roman Coins attributed $2J0O 

Send for my monthly circular of mail auction of 
Coins, etc., ending 25th of every month. 
H. E. NOREY, 41 Washinfton St., Boston, Nsss. 



A FEW GOOD AND RARE COINS 

$20.00 U. S. Gold St. Gaudens, unc. ^ ^ %UJOO 

$5.00-1904, uncirculated ^ > ^ ^ $20.00 

$5XX)— 1800, neariy unc. < ^ ^ $20X)0 

Confodoroto Hall Dollar (from Fink) $10X)0 

Lincoln Pennies, "V. D. B." mint condition .25 

Wantod-Old U. S. Crisp Bills. 

A. ATLAS LEVE. 

Box 496, Syracuso. N. Y 

I have some nice Uncircoilated U. S. 
Cents for sale, also some desirable Hard 
Times Tokens. Write me. RvKRETT 
Van Voorhls, Nelsonville, N. Y. 

FOR SALE— A fine lot of Duplicates, 
U. S. and Foreij^n Coins and Tokens. 
Correspondence solicited. L. L. Gerry. 
20 Gerry Street, Stoneham, Mass. 

WANTED— Hard Times Tokens, and 
L>Tnan H. I^ow's last book with supple- 
ment on same. G. ly. Tii.dkn, 377 Main 
St., Worcester, Mass. 

I offer 3 Oct. Cal. Gold $50, good to 
very good. 1851, ea. $160; i 1854 and i 
1855 Kellogg I20, very fine, tarnished, 
ea. I29 ; 2 Pike's Peak |io gold, i good, 
I very fine, rubbed,. I45 and $50; i 1851 
Target, reverse, uncirculated, bright, 
I50, 1851, one slight dent on edge, re- 
verse same as Adams' Book, quotes at 
1 1, 000. Make offer. S. D. KiGBR, 33 
Madison Park Apt., Portland, Oregon. 
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"Twelve New Records 

Were made for United States 
Coins in my first Auction Sale 
held in New York last month. 
If you have a collection or any 
choice duplicates to sell I can 
do as well for you. 

My next^ale will be held 
early ^his year 

and will contain a choice lot of United 
States and other Coins. Price list of 
December sale sent for 25c. 

CI have a splendid stock of Canadian 
Coins, including a number of rarities, as 
well as United States Coins. Selections 
sent on approval to responsible parties. 



WAYTE RAYMOND 

NUMISMATIST 
South Norwalk, - Conn. 
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60LDo??aSLU6S 

$50.00 1855 MaH. MoUter. Round, Fine S375.00 

$50.00 1851 U. S. Asuy. Octagon " 165.00 

$50.00 1852 U. S. Asuy, Octagon " 170.00 

$20.00 1853 U. S. Assay. Uncircubted 37.00 

$20.00 MCMVn St. Gu.Klen«, wire Ed. Unc. 29.75 

$10.00 1799, about Uncirculated 19.75 

$5.00 1803 and 1813, Uncirc. each 10.50 

S5.00 1809 and 1811, Uncirc. each 9.50 

S4.00 1879 Proof 100.00 

S3.00 1856 Small Mint Mark S. Unetrc. 11.00 

$3.00 1857 and 1859 S. Mint Unc. each 6.50 

$3.00 1860 Unc. 6.00, also an S. M. V. C. 5.00 

$3.00 1862 V. Fine $6.50-1869 Proof llOO 

$3.00 1870 Proof $10.75 1882 Uncirc. 6.00 

$3.00 pieces common dates, all fine 4.75 

Sl.OO Rare dates, Oct. and Round. A^ for price i. 

$1.00 common dates, each 2.25, or 5 for 11.00 

SILVER COINS. 

U. S. Dollars, prior to 1804, near fine $2.75 

U. S. Dollar. 1839 Proof 100.00 

U. S. HaU Dollar, 1797. near fine 60.00 

U. S. Quarter Dollar, 1823, near fine 250.00 

COPPER COINS. 

U. S. 2.'cent piece, 1873 Proof 3.25 

Indian and Lincoln head Cts., S. Mint, pair .25 

THOUSANDS OF COINS IN STOCK. SEND 
WANT LIST. Our 10th EdiUon NUMISMATIC 
GUIDE* illustrating and pricing thousands of 
U. S. and Foreign Coins, including Private Issues 
ol Gold, Paper Currency and Encased Postage 
Stamps. Postpaid 10 Cents. 

AQNOLD NU/MIS/MATIC COMPANY, 
The Arnold Building. Providence. R. I. 



Leo Hamburger 

General Numismatist 

Frankfort O. M. (Germany) 
Scheffelstrasse 24 



Regular Public Sales 



Fixed Price List, No. 3 

<L Recently Issued, Offers many 
desirable (small) U. S. Cents, in 
Proof and Unc. Condition; also 
U. S. Hill«, fractional Currency 
and B. B. Bills, C. S. A., Etc., 
together with Gold, Silver and 
Copper Coins, Free for the Asking. 

JOHN A. LEWIS. 
No. 253 No. Waslitenaw Ave., 

Chicago. Ills. 



The Catalogues of 

The Anderson Auction Company 

12 East 46th Street, New York 



Describe during the Season many scarce and valuable 

BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS. ENGRAVINGS, COINS, STAMPS 
AND OTHER OBJECTS OF ART 

Affording unequalled opportunities to Collectors | 



Among the Collections in preparation are the Libraries, Autographs 
and Art Collections of 



Robert Hoe 
Paul Warren 
J. S. Dutcher 



Wilbertorce Eames 
Judge Jacob Klein 
Geo. Watson Cole 



Edmund Clarence Stedman 
S. L. Clemens ^Nark Twain) 
Francis Lathrop and others 



The Fall Sales open about October 1st and are held almost daily until the 
following June, Catalogues and Circulars containing full information to intend^' 
ing consignors and buye. s sent on request. 

■ 1= I I =i i=:^=i r=if==ir=g=gii=:^:==ii=^ 
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Great Sale of Pattern Coins 



96' 

Duplicates of Mr. William H. Woodin 
of New York City 



Kennedp 's Auction Rooms 

14 West 29th Street, New York Citp 

Friday, February 10th, 1911 

Comprising many rare and interesting United States pat- 
tern coins, chief among which are the 1872 Longacre **Com- 
mercial" dollar in silver, the 1875 "Commercial" dollar in 
silver, (only six known;) the 1880 Barber ** Stella" in gold, 
(only about six known;) the Barber ''Schoolgirl" dollar in 
silver, dated 1879 ; proof half dollars of 1877, each of unique 
design; the ** Washlady " silver dollar of 1879, the Morgan- 
Barber silver dollar of 1879 ; and other great rarities too 
numerous to itemize here. Patterns of denominations to inter- 
est specialists of any series. 

AN OPPORTUNin TO SELECT FROM SUCH A LARGE VARIETY OF PAHERNS 
MAY NEVER AGAIN BE PRESENTED. 



CATALOGUES, NINE PLATES, $2. 

Also other coin and medal rarities to interest general collectors, 
including Venten*s token, and other rare Lincolns* 



EDGAR H. ADAMS 

Numismatist 
40 Fourth Ave. : Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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FINE SLUG 

1852. Octagonal 

U. S. Assay Office. 900 thous. 
reeded edge. Very fine 

PRICE, $190.00 



1907 — $20.00 St. Gaudens 

High Relief. Very fine 

PRICE $30 00 



A fine stock of Rare Coins and U. S. 
Fractional Currency always on hand. 
Send your want list. 

HUB COIN BOOK. (17tli Edition) 

Tfie best Coin Book pubMshed 

i6o pagfes. looo illustrations. 
Paper binding, 25c. Pine Cloth, 50c. 



ALEXANDER. & CO. 

established 1073 
33 Devonshire St.. BOSTON. MASS. 



U. S. Coins 
Cheap! 

Gold DoUars, Fine ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S2.40 
Three^Dollar Gold Pc*., Fine > ^ < ^ S4.75 
Five^DoUar " " 1806^8^09^11.13 each S10.00 
Silver Dollar, 1795, rery good . 

" 1796. ••".., 

•• 1798, " " < . 

" 1799, •••*... 
1877, Minor Proof Sets .... 

1877, 5c piece Proof .... 

1873,2c •• •• .... 

1793, Cent Chain, very good . . 
1793, Cent Wreath, *• " ^ .. 

laabella Quarter, unc. . . . , 
Lafayette Dollar, fine .... 



$4.00 
S4.50 
S3.00 
S3.00 
S8.00 
$4.00 
$3.75 
$8.00 
$7.50 
.75 
$2.00 



FRED MICHAEL & 6R0., 

72 Dearborn St., 

Chicago, Illinois. 






JHe Salbach Collection 

1st PART 

COINS AND MEDALS OF CHILI, PERU. BOLIVIA* 

ECUADOR, COLOMBIA. VENEZUELA 

AND BRAZIL 

MEDALS RELATING TO THE COLONIAL 
HISTORY OF AMERICA 

Sale at Amsterdam (Holland) 
20th February 1911 and following days 

A fiue catalogue (2264 numbers) with x plates at One Dollar at 

% Scbiiliiiaii « exDcrt niiiiii$iiiati$t 

Keizersgracht 448 Amsterdam 

This collection contains a large number of fine, valuable gold and 
silver coins. A large lot of unique pieces. J. fcCHULMAN. 
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Sale Of WHIiam H. Wopdin Collection of American Coins 

WILLIAM H. WOODIN, Esq., of New York City, desiring to specialize 
in certain lines of coin collecting, has turned over to me for Absolute 
Sale during the First Week of March, bis 

Magnificent Collection of American Coins 

Including all ol his choice and rara Doubia Eaflaa, Eagles, Quarter Eagles. Complete 
Sot of Gold Dollars, some choice Patterns, and 

The Only Coinplete Set of Three Dollar Gold Pieces 

in Existence, with the Unique 1870 Piece of 

the San Francisco Mint. 

QUARTER EAGLES, practicallT complete. Including 1826, and lacking only 1841 P. 

and 1868 D. 
THREE DOLLAR, SERIES COMPLETE, including the 1873, 1876, 1876, 1877 in proof, 

and the 1870 S. Hint. 
TEN DOLLARS, set includes 1838, 1843. 1844 O, 1848 and 1868, all briUiant proofs. 

All of the old ones, including the 1796, 13 stars, very rare. 
SILVER. Fine early Dollars with Hint Narks. SoTOral hundred Halt Dollars, including 

1796 and 1797. Quarters, Dimes, Half Dimes, including 1802. Minor Coins, Cents, 

Half Cents, Etc. 

Plain Catalogue FREE. Plate Catalogues, with plates guaranteed to be 
good and printed price list, $5.00. Priced List after tbe Sale, $1.50. 

THOMAS L. ELDER. Cataloguer 

32 East Twenty Third Street NEW YORK CITY 
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Ke ndrick's Money Exchan ge 

218 Washington St., Boston. Mass. 

FOUR DOORS FROM STATE STREET 
JOHN P. CONROY - Manager 



English Sovereigns, Bank of England Notes, French and German Gold, Notes and Silver, 
Swedish, Danish and Norwegian Money. 

CANADA BILLS AND SILVER. 

Mutilated Gold and Stiver Coin and Postage Stamps Bought and Sold. 
EXCHANGE Drawn on All Parts of Europe. 
DRAFTS Drawn for Ml and Upwards. 

Steamship Tickets Secured to All Parts of the World. 
TEL. 4328-L MAIN. 

Rare Coins Bought and Sold. 
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CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
3QG 
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Large Sales Monthly Until Summer Comes Again 



I 

I 

I 

I 

L. 



BEN G. GREEN, Numismattst, 

1535 Masonic Temple^ Chicago, 111. 



"1 



THE only numismatic dealer in the West holding PUBLIC AUCTION 
SALES. Located in the heart of the coin collection district of the 
country. Exceptional opportunities for obtaining and disposing of fine 
specimens. One coin or entire collections purchased or sold on commission. 



I 



A Catalog: for the Asking 



Send Your Want List 



The Numismatic Collector's Best Companion, 

Green's Reference and Check- Book. 

A pocket size book, printed and ruled for keeping complete record of a collection : condition, 
price paid, when and fronn whom purchased, etc. Gives the number of pieces of e*ery denomination 
coined for each year and from every U. S. mint, and a complete list of Territorial Gold. Fractional 
Currency and Encased Postage Stamps. The rarity of any U. S. coin at a gla-^ce. Particularly 
valuable for mint mark collectors. Blank space provided for additions of future years" coinage, making 
it perpetual. Blank paees for list of Colonials, books, etc. 1 12 pages and supplements to 1909. 
Price, boards. SI ; Flexible leather, fiUt edges, SI 25. Every user a booster. If ycu have not seen it, 
order one. Money back if you are not delighted. Compiled, published and 



Sold by BEN G. GREEN, Nasonic Temple, Chicago, 111. 
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JUN KOBAYAGAWA CO. ' 

Nunlsnitlsts and Philatelists 

p. 0. Box 214 34 Water St. 
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN. 

Experts of Fnr Eastern Coins . 

C FECIAL Periodical Offers ! 

of curious and rare coins 
of the Far East. Price lists | 
sent free on application. 

Correspondence Solicited. \ 

All inquiries answered 
if stamp for return | 

postage is sent. 



Nombers ol all 

Principal European and American 

Numismatic and Philatelic 

Societies. 
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NOISHATIST 

49 Mainzer Landstrasse 49 

Frankfort on Main 

GERMANY 

ESTABLISHED 1070 



Large Stock of Continental Coins 
of All Ages 

Medals — Artistic and Historic 
Ancient and Modern 

Catalogues on application 

Seieral Important Auction Sales Eiory Year 
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Fifth Century Room in the Classical Win^. With two or three exceptions, all the 
important types are represented by finely preserved specimens. Thirty of the coins 
were formerly exhibited as a part of the Catharine Pa^e Perkins Collection. To 
these are now added nineteen coins from the Bartlett Gift (1903), and ninety-four 
from the Greenwell- Warren Collection, most of them purchased in 19()4 from the 
bequest of Henry L. Pierce, others acquire<l since from the James Fund. One speci- 
men is a recent ^ift of Mr. K. A. Wyeth. In these pa^es only a few t3'pical exam- 
ples are illustrated with a brief historical discussion. For fuller information, those 
who are interested in the subject should consult the mono^aplis of Head. Kvans 
and Hill, on which the following? account is largely based.* 

The technique of s^em en^ravin^, which is precisely the same as that used for 
en^-avin^ the metal coin dies, was hi;;>:lily developed in Greece in Mycenaean times, 
and was never wholly lost in the dark a^^es which followed. But coinage, or the 
custom of stanipinj^ a design upon a piece of metal as an official >ruarantee that it is 
of standard weip^ht, s^oes back apparently only to the be^rinning of the seventh cen- 
tury B. C. These facts go far to explain the striking discrepancy between the artistic 
excellence of the designs on Greek coins and the careless, even primitive methods by 
which these designs were stampetl upon the metal blanks. Many details of the 



1 2 

Tetradrachms, about 500 B. C. 

])rocess, which can only be briefly described here, are illustrated in the collection. 
The lower or obi'ersc die was fixed in an anvil, and the heated lump of metal placed 
upon it. The upper or reverse die, which at first bore only a rude design, usually a 
spiare divided into four parts, was held above the blank and inipresse<l into it by 
repeated blows of a hannner. The dies, which wtre made of some soft metal, wore 
out quickly and had often to be replaced, a fact which helps to explain the great 
variety of types. vSome coins show that the dies had cracked. Since no collar was 
used, the edges are generally irregular; coins of the same weight vary greatly in 
diameter and thickness, and the design is frequently not in the centre of the coin. 
Then, again, unless gieat care was exercised the blank might move, with the result 
that the coins were double-struck. In many examples the metal is split at the edges 
(see Nos. 63 and 65.) Often traces of the original shape of the blanks may be 
detected. These seem to have been spherical, and to have been cast in moulds made 
in two halves. If these halves did not fit closely the metal flowed into the joint 
between them, forming a projecting ridge. The blank was usually placed with this 
ridge in a vertical plane, with the result that in the finishe<l coin two small projec- 
tions remain {e. j^. Nos. 4, 16, 55 and 67). When the ridge was placed hori7X)ntally 
it is preserved all around the eclji^e of the coin (e. (f. No. 53). These and similar 
peculiarities due to careless striking are found on most (yreek coins throughout the 

* B. V. Head. On the Chronological Sequence of the Coins of Syracuse. A. J. Evans. Syracusan 
Medallions " and their Engravers. G. F. Hill, Coins of Ancient Sicily. 
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best periotl. Marked improvement in this respect is to be observed in the coins of 
the Hellenistic age, while the bronze medallions of the Roman emperors approach 
still more nearly to the technical perfection of modern coins. 

Syracuse was late in establishing an independent coinage. The earliest issues of 
which we have knowledge belong to the closing j-ears of the sixth century. On the 
obverse is the representation of a four-horse chariot, the horses advancing at a walk. 
The reverse has only the primitive incuse square divided into four parts. This issue 
is as yet known only in one example. Soon, as on the first two coins in our collec- 
tion (Nos. 1 and 2). a small female head within a depressed circle is introduced in 
the centre of the square. This head gi-adually increases in importance till the time 
of the dekadrathms of Kimon and Eva?netos, when it comes to occupy the obvei'se. 

The next series can be more definitely dated and brought into connection with an 
important historical figure. In 485 B. C, Gelon, the ruler of Gela, took advantage 
of the struggle between the nobles and the popular party to establish himself as 
tyrant of SjTacuse, which he governed with such success that before his death, in 



12 27 S 

26 26 

Coins of Gelon, 485-478 B. C. 

478. he had made it the greatest of Sicilian cities. A patron of the arts, like most of 
the tyrants of his day, he issued coins which in some respects were hardly excelled 
by any of the later series. The rude incuse square on the reverse is discarded. The 
head is increased in size and surrounded by the letters of the inscription and by four 
dolphins, with admirable decorative effect. In the earliest examples (see No. 4) it is 
also encircled by a faint, raised line recalling the depressed circle of the earlier issue. 
On the obverse of the tetradrachms the race horses become more spirited and life- 
like. The difficulty of rendering four horses abreast is still met by an expedient 
which is common also on the marble reliefs of this period. Only two horses of the 
team are represented, the remaining two being indicated in outline beside the first 
pair. The winged Victory hovering in the field above and placing a crown upon the 
heads of the horses, a new feature both at vSyracuse and at Gela. doubtless commemo- 
rates Gelon's successes at the great festivals of Olympia and Delphi. He is recorded 
to have been victorious with a quadriga at Olympia in 488, and to have set up there a 
bronze chariot group celebrating the event. The famous bronze charioU^^r fouiKl at 
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sculpture in relief. The archaic type, with its angular profile and heavy cliin, gives 
way gradually to one more nearly approacl^ing the ideal beauty of the great age. 
The eye, at first rendered as if seen from the front, comes, after a series of experi- 
ments, to be almost correctly placed. The hair, too, which in the former series was 
^ simple mass with its separate strands conventionally indicated by rows of pellets or 
fine incised lines, is now treated in a more elaborate and realistic manner. 

Some of the most advanced of these coins with the pistrix {e. z, Nos. 51 and 53) 
are perhaps to be dated somewhat later than 467 B. C. In the coins of the democracy, 
which was established soon after Hieron's death (Nos. 51 and 91). this development 
may be followed further. The four examples reproduced (Nos. 55, 63, 65 and 67) 
bring us down to the period from 440-430, in which two innovations are introduced : 
the artists begin to sign their dies, and th&re is an important change in the rendering 
of the quadriga on the obverse. One of the coins of Rumenes, the earliest of these 
known artists, is illustrated here (No. 76). The attempt to represent ill the horses 
and to give them a livelier action is as yet hardly successful. The followers of 
Rumenes reached a better solution of the problem, showing the quadriga in full 
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career. A new, sensational feature is introduced by Rvaenetos, the most famous 
SjT-acusan engraver, on some of these tetradrachms of his earlier period. The fur- 
thermost horse is stumbling, his foreleg caught in a broken rein. On some exam- 
ples the chariot is about to round the goal post, the two further horses appearing 
almost in three-quarter tIVw (so on the unsigned coin, No. 91, where the broken rein 
also occurs and the chariot wheel on the ground hints at a more serious accident to 
one of the competitors.) There can be no doubt as to the source from which these 
innovations came. Athens under Perikles had become the artistic centre of Greece, 
and the livelier types of horses are in all probabilitj- inspire<l by the frieze of the 
Parthenon. That these engravers did not neglect the reverse of their coins is shown 
by the two examples reproduced, which bear the signatures of Rukleidas (No. 77) and 
Rvaenetos (No. 80). 

In 415 B. C. the growing rivalry between Athens and Syracuse, due to the 
attempt of the former to extend her supremacy over the Sicilian cities, cuhninated 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



46 THE NT'MISMATIvST 



in the f^'^at sieg^e, which ende<l two years later in the annihilation of the remnants of 
the Athenian forces on the banks of the Assinaros. • The storj- is familiar from the 
vivid account of Thucj-dides, written, as is natural, from the point of view of his 
vanquished countrymen. For the other point of view, — that of the triumphant Syra- 
cusans. — we nmst turn to their coins, especially to the new series of dekadrachms 
(Nos. 94. 95, 101 and 103). These seem to have been issued for the first time in con- 
nection with the sames inau^rated in 412 B. C, on the anniversary of the victory, 
and called "Assinaria." from the river on whose banks the final conflict took place. 
As in the case of the Ponareieia^ the existing? types wei-e retainetl. the lander field, 
however, making possible a more elaborate treatment. The suit of armor in the 
exerf^ue beneath the quadriga recalls the spoils taken from the enemy, and the 
inscription, ABA A, "prizes," suggests that these were actually offered as prizes in 
the ;?ames. The earliest of the dekadrachms are si)?ned by Kimon, an artist who 
worked also for some of the Greek cities in Italy (Nos. 94. 95, illustrated on the first 
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Tetradrachms, 466-415 B. C. 

pa^e). The head, which now occupies the obverse, is identifie<l as that of the foun- 
tain nymph Arethusa. On the tetradrachm by the same artist (No. 110), which is 
considered his masterpiece, the nymph is represented in full face, "the flowing 
locks sup^^esting, though they do not imitate, the bubbling^ action of the fresh-water 
spring which rises in the sea, here typified by the dolphins which sport round the 
head of the nymph." ♦ 

The dekadrachms continued to be issued through a long period of years, the 
later series (406-385 B. C.) being from the hand of Evaenetos (Nos. 101 and 103). On 
them the head of Arethusa is replaced by an even more beautiful head identifie<l by 
the wreath of barley as the goddess Persephone. 

The coinage of gold, introduced at Syracuse towards the end of the fifth century, 
is represented in the collection by five examples. The reverse of the five litra pieces 
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lias a small female head in the centre of an incuse square, evidently in imitation of 
the earliest silver coins (No. 2). The next f^^roup of gold coins, illustrated here by 
two specimens (Nos. 114 and 115), is contemporary with the dekadrachms, some 
examples being signed by Kimon and Rvienetos. The reverse of the hundred litra 
piece is especiallj- interesting since its design — Herakles wrestling with the Nemean 
lion — is exactly duplicated on a gem found in Sicily. The latter is evidently a 
niagistrate's signet bearing the official badge of the cit}'. 

In the Syracusan coins of the fourth and third centuries the decline of the art 
becomes increasingly apparent. The fine silver staters with Corinthian types have 
been conhecte^l with Timol eon. who was sent out from the mother city in 344 B. C. 
in response to an appeal by the Syracusans to restore order in the city. The electrum 
coins were certainly issued by him, and show that the Syracusan engravers were still 
able to produce new and beautiful types such as the heads of Apollo and Artemis 
here illustrated (No. 116). The same cannot be said of the coins of Agathokles 
(317-289 B. C). Some of his tetradrachms are mere imitations of the types of 
Kvienetos' medallions. The head of Persephone on a small gold coin goes back to 
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Gold Coins, End of Pifth Century, B. C. 

the same source, while others show the familiar Corinthian types : the gold staters 
are copied from those of Philip of Matedon. In the third centur\' Alexandria under 
the Ptolemies became the centre of the Greek world. This is illustrated by a coin 
of Ilieron II (275-216 B. C), the veiled head of his wife Philistis (No. 139) recalling 
some of the portraits on the Ptolemaic coins. The fall of Syracuse in 212 B. C, 
after the siege b}^ the Romans under Metellus. and its incorporation two years later 
in the new Roman province of Sicily, brought to an end the independent coinage of 
gold and silver. The wooden figure of the huntress Artemis on one of the last issues 
(No. 143) shows how little this fact is to be regretted. 

The finest achievements of the Syracusan die engravers fall within the period rep- 
resented by the objects exhibited in the Fifth Century Room. Each of these coins is 
in itself a work of art worthy to be shown here, and taken together they form the 
links of an unbroken chain testifying to the wonderful artistic activity throughout 
this greatest age of Greece. By the united verdict of antiquity and of modern times 
tlie medallions of Evsenetos, which end the series, have been accorded the highest 
place. At first most of us will probably assent to this opinion, but on longer 
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acquaintance the works of the earlier artists come to have a strong^er appeal. In a 
collection such as this, where the same types are sliown in all the phases of the 
development from restraint and convention to perfect freedom of representation, a 
comparison of details is instructive. The ideal beauty of the head of Persephone is 
not without a certain emptiness. One turns after a time with a sense of relief to the 
more individual features of Kimon's Arethusa, a work slightly earlier in style, or to 
the heads on the coins of Hiei'on, which give almost the impression of being por- 
traits. The elaborate treatment of the hair on both series of dekadrachms reveals a 
conscious striving for effect. It is distinctly less pleasing than the simpler forms of 
head-dress on the earlier coins. As a composition perfectly adapted to the circular 
field, the early tetradrachm of Gelon (No. 4) was nevei- surpassed. The superiority 
of the dolphins on these earlier coins is also very marked. They are more lifelike 
both in their forms and in the manner in which they are disposed about the head. 
After the time of Hieron they are placed in pairs facing each other as meaningless 
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Electrum Coin, Timoleon, 544-337 B. C. Hieron II, 275-216 B. C. 

ornaments introduced merely to fill the vacant space. What is true of the dolphins 
is still more true of the horses on the obverse. The spirited action of the team on 
the medallions is not to be denied, and at first glance the difficult problem of repre- 
senting the four horses abreast seems to have been solved ; but on closer inspection 
the hind legs of the second horse are seen to be in an impossible position, planted 
side by side on the ground. The earlier artists were less ambitious, but more sin- 
cere. The horses on the coins of Gelon belong to a finer breed, and it is not inap- 
propriate that the flying Victory is placing the wreaths upon their heads, while on 
the later coins she crowns the driver instead. 

Such a comparison of details does not go far towards explaining the elusive 
charm of archaic and transitional Greek art; but this will come to be strongly felt by 

all who examine this series of S\Tacusan coins. 

L. D. C. 



143 
215-212 B. C. 



r.'X'«6gy''&:'CaSkt),Qf? J&H 



[The foregoing treatise on the coinage of Syracuse is written by Mr.1-'ii6gy'^&:'CaSWB/,* tW Wssistant 
Curator in the Department of Cassical Art of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, it is here reprinted from the 
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ADMIRAL PRINCE LOUIS OF BATTENBERG. 
G. C R. G. C V. 0„ ETC.. ETC 

Admiral His Serene Hip^hness Prince Louis Alex- 
ander of Battenberg, who was elected an Honorary 
Member of the New Yoi-k Numismatic Club at the 
December meeting, is the eldest son of the late Prince 
Alexander of Hesse and was born Ma}' 24th, 1854. 
He is the eldest of a quartette of brothers who en- 
dowed with every gift of person and intellect have 
covered the name which they are the first to bear with 
the utmost distinction in the space of a single gen- 
eration . 

The second son. Prince Alexander, is known to 
numismatists as having briefly reigned as Prince of 
Bulgaria, the third was the ill-fated Prince Henry, 
husband of Princess Beatrice and the favorite son-in- 
law of Queen Victoria. 

He gave his life to his adopted country in 1896, 
when, impelled by a sense of knight errantry, worthy 
of the days of the Crusaders, he insisted in accompanying a British expedition 
against rebellious Ashantees in order to prove to the nation that he was in every sense 
a soldier Prince, and actuated by the same spirit which years before caused the sacri- 
fice of the Prince Imperial of France on African soil. His beautiful and accom- 
plisheil daughter reigns to-day as Queen Victoria of Spain. The fourth son, Prince 
Joseph, whose marriage to a Montenegrin Princess closely connects him with King 
Victor Emanuel, is a noted author and scientist. Admiral Prince Louis, who is the 
brother-in-law of the Czar through his marriage with Princess Victoria of Hesse, is 
admiral of the British Atlantic squadron, his flagship being H.M.S. Prince of Wales. 
When he visited New York a few years ago with the fleet under his command he won 
golden opinions from the public and tlie press for his affability and tactfulness. 

He is a member of many learned Societies but is probably most active in his 
relations with the Royal Numismatic Society of London where he is frequently to be 
found during his visits home. He has written much on numismatic topics and is 
the quoted authority on the Admiral Vernon series of medals. His chosen life-work, 
however, will be a monumental work upon the numismatic memorials of navies, 
past and present, and among his many willing collaborators in different parts of the 
world are several prominent members of the A.N.A. F.C.H. 



THIEVES GET AWAY WITH VALUABLE COLLECTION OF COINS. 

A burglar brok© Into the Imperial Museum at Uyeno Park, Tokyo, early "yesterday morning and stole 
Kohan. ancient sold coins, to the amount of 30,000 ryo, which are valued at yen 100,000. It appears that 
two burglars broke the fence near the south gate and so entered the building. 

At about 7 A. M. an official discovering the fact reported to the police. 

The above clipping from a Yokohama newspaper shows that coins in Japan dis- 
play the same temptations to the burglar and others of like ilk as they do in this 
country, and that museums over theie are no safer than they are here. 

We are indebted to our District Secretary for the Far East for this clipping. 
Mr. Ramsden also states that about Yen 5000, or $2500, would cover the amount 
stolen, and that gold and silver only were taken, including a U. S. fifty dollar 
octagonal gold piece. This last item should be of interest to some of our readers, as 
this was once the property of our most esteemed member. Uncle Joe Mitchelson, who 
graciously presented it to the Imperial Museum in exchange for a much less interei^t- 
ing (to them) round piece of the same denomination. ^. W. t 
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STONE MONEY OF AFRICA- 



In a previous volume of The Numismatist (Jan. 1906) the writer described the 
curious stone money of Yap, one of the Caroline Islands. This currency is not 
confined, however, to this group of islands, as upon the testimony of the mission- 
ary Spiess, it was used formerly also on the Gold Coast and in the vicinity of Togo- 
land on the west coast of Africa. Upon his return to Europe he brought with him 
four specimens of these stones, of which three were of crystalline quartz and the 
fourth of a softer component material. The quartz specimens were polished, of a 
diameter of 40 to 50 millimetres, and of a thickness of 15 to 20 millimetres. The 
holes in the centre of the stones were funnel shaped from both sides, evidently 
indicating that the coins were intended for suspension. ''This stone money," says 
Spiess, "is obtainable in only one district of the Gold Coast and is now no longer 
in use." 

Some years ago some laborers on the road between Lome and Palime in Togo- 
land discovered a quantity of these stones, and they were sent to Europe by one of 
the officials. The specimens confirm the earlier observations of Spiess. They are 
of a Mhite and yellowish crystalline quartz, and appear to have received a polish 
from the action of water. Their diameter varies from 32 to 60 millimetres, and 
their thickness from 15 to 20 millimetres. With this lot was found a single stone 
cylindrical in shape and of a material resembling jasper ; the height of the same 
was 18 millimetres, and the diameter 26 millimetres. It is supposed that this 
specimen represents some higher unit of value than the remainder, H. W. 



THE CANADIAN COINAGE 

An Indianapolis newspaper has made the "surprising and significant" discovery 
that the only gold coinage in Canada is that of the United States, and also that gold 
from the Canadian mines in Yukon and elsewhere can only be disposed of by sending 
it to the United States Mints. And this paper expresses considerable wonder at this 
condition of affairs. 

As a matter of fact, the British sovereign, according to the Currency Act, Is the 
standard of value in the Canadian currency system, although as a matter of convenience 
the gold of the United States is allowed to pa.ss as legal tender. And this same con- 
venience has led to the complete withdrawal of the sovereign — legal tender thouhg 
it may be — from Canadian circulation. 

The American newspaper is also incorrect in saying that Canadian gold had to be 
sent to the United States. In the past and at present anyone mav bring gold in any 
quantity to the Canadian Mint, and have it minted, at a very small cost, into English 
sovereigns, identical with the British mould, except for the small "C" which indicates 
its Canadian origin. 

In a short time Canadian gold pieces in quantity will be turned out from the Cana- 
dian Mint, and as soon as these are available for all Canada, they will naturally super- 
sede the American gold. Whether it will be necessary for the government to take action 
through the banks to hasten the return of this gold to the United States, or whether it 
will naturally find its way there, remains to be seen. Canada, however, will welcome 
the time when the entire coinage of this country- shall bear the Canadian stamp. That 
time has already been too long in arriving. — OUawn Journal. ^-^ ^ 
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AN OLD TREASURY DOCUMENT TURNS UP. 

An old piece of paper, dirty, torn and showing much wear, has recently come 
to light. Unknown to many of the past generation and totally so to the present, 
it bears mute evidence of one of the means employed to secure funds when this 
nation was in the throes of a mighty civil war. 

This paper is no less than a blank certificate from the United States for 
$10,000 for a temporary loan. An Act of Congress dated Feb. 25, 1862, authorised 
what was known as the Temporary Loan of 1862. The length of the loan was for 
not less than thirty days, and was redeemable after ten days notice, with interest 
at 5 per cent, per annum. The amount authorized was ^150,000,000, but subse- 
quent acts permitted an increased issue which totaled $716,099,247.16; the highest 
amount ontstandiug at any time was $[49,500,000, on' June 12, 1866. According to 
last reports all but $2,850 has been redeemed. 

Where this certificate has been for nearly fifty years is not known, nor does it 
matter, because its value consists principally in its historical associations. It now 
safely rests in the collection of a prominent and well-known collector. A brief 
description of it may be of interest to our readers. 

Its approximate measurements are three and three quarter inches by eight and 
one quarter inches. In the upper center is an eagle of the same design as found 
on the six per cent bonds of 1861. At the lower left corner stands a soldier with 
fixed bayonet ready to repel attack. The large numerals 10,000 in green are on 
both ends. 

It is dated from the office of the Assistant Treasurer of the United Slates, 

St. Louis, and reads as follows : '* I certify that has this day 

deposited for at least thirty days to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States 

Ten Thousand Dollars for which interest at the rate of • . per centum per annum 

will be paid to the order of any Bank, member of the St. Louis Clearing House 
Association holding same, together with the principal in lawful money, after ten 
days, notice, upon the surrender of this Certificate.** 

(Signed by) Assistant Treasur er. 

Printed across its face in red, is the following : 

**This certificate is payable on demand after thirty days, in Legal Tender 
Notes, anything therein expressed to the contrary notwithstanding.*' 

The reverse, which is covered by fine horizontal lines, is arranged for endorse- 
ments and date of final payment. 

Altogether this document is very interesting to students of United States secu- 
rities, reminding them of the many expedients adopted to secure funds at a trying 
time in our national history. NINE TWENTY-FIVE. 

A QUESTION OF COMBUSSION& 

To the Editor of Thk Numlsmatist :— 

I have for two or three years intended to write to you upon the topic of Commis- 
sions and am glad to see in the January number of Thf Numismatlst that some one 
else has broken the ice. While it is best to think first of coin collecting as a pleasant 
and instructive pastime, as old collectors in general have soon learned to do, the ex- 
pense of it is an early consideration with a great many, and, to most young persons, 
the imaginary- profit of it is a leading incentive. Now if a young enthusiast is tolil 
that interest lost upon a kept coin will in about fifteen years equal its face value and 
that the buying commission of five per cent, or ten pei- cent, and the selling commis- 
sion of twenty per cent, or tw enty-five pei- cent, will cut off a quarter or a third of such 
value, and that only a few coins in many collections increase sufficiently in value to 
withstand such a terrible sweating, he will be apt to call a halt in his numismatic 
activity, or demand of the dealers the fairer chance of stamp collectors who pa}- one 
commission only. 

If the members of the A. N. A. buy only through dealers who will agree to charge 
Ofi^ couimission only^ as a matter of simple justice, the excessive cost of coins will be 
much abated. A. G. IIkaTox. 
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We wish to thank the advertisers for their assistance in making the initial 
number of Thb Numismatist under its new management a success. We realize 
that they appreciate the value of any magazine that tends towards increased pub- 
licity of the science of numismatics, for without publications the popularity of the 
subject would be difficult to maintain. In other words, every dealer and collector 
who desires to see numismatics progress should be concerned in the welfare 
of this publication, and everything of interest on the subject that is absorbed 
by the general public is a distinct business gain. 

It is a recognized fact that trade journals prove of great worth in building up 
the lines of business that they represent, and we shall endeavor to make our 
advertising pages of as much value and interest as any portion of the magazine* 
In this connection we may add that the last number contained about one and one- 
half times as much reading matter as the number that preceded it, consequently 
we think that our readers are getting more value for their money than ever before. 



The saving of human life. 

Geographical and scientific discovery. 

Proficiency in studies. 

Strangling a lion. 

Valor on the field of battle. 

Endurance in athletic contests. 

The above represent some of the conditions and achievements for which medals 
have been awarded at various times, but it has remained for the Fire Commis- 
sioner of New York City and his Board of Merit to create a new, and in a measure 
unique manifestation of appreciation. 

In order to explain this it is necessary to state that there are nine endowment 
medals, all of gold, which are annually awarded for bravery shown by firemen in 
the discharge of their duty. These are known as the Stephenson, Bonner, Hurley, 
Trevor- War rett, Brooklyn Citizeir, Bennett, ftrboklyii-Eagle, Wertheim, and Strong 
medals, and of course they have been the cause of much dissatisfaction simply 
because their number was limited. 

It has now been decided by the Fire Commissioner to issue medals of bronze, 
bearing the stamp of the Department, and that these will be not only the official 
recognition of heroism, but they will also be taken into consideration when the 
Civil Service Board is compiling its records of the firemen to determine their 
standing on the civil service lists for promotion. The endowment medals will be 
merely incidental hereafter. 
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RECORD PRICES FOR UNITED STATES CENTS. 

Many record prices for United States coins have been made in 1910. but especially 
remarkable have been the prices which have been paid for certain varieties of the old 
fashioned copper cents that were issued from 1793 to 1857. These are now the highest 
priced series of coins in the world, according to a statement recently made by one of 
America's leading numismatists. 

The highest price ever paid for a cent was $340, which this year was i)aid for an 
uncirculated specimen of a Liberty cap cent dated 1793 which was sold in this city last 
September. The former owner of the coin, the late Peter Mougey of Cincinnati, is 
said to have taken a trip from his home to Philadelphia in order to secure this specimen. 

The rarest cents and highest in price are those dated 1793, 1799 and 1804. all of 
which when uncirculated are held at $100 and upward. There are a number of other 
pieces dated several years later that bring high premiums when in uncirculated condi- 
tion. One of these is dated 1809. All the cents of this year are very scarce in fine 
condition, and it is difficult to procure a specimen that does not show considerable 
wear. There are two varieties of this cent which are held at a high premium. The first 
of these is known as the "Comet" variety. It gains this title from the fact that a 
break in the die shows a cometlike streak of metal or ridge just behind the head. A 
splendidlv preserved example of this variety sold for $41 this year, while another cent 
of 1809, a perfectly struck coin, brought the record figure of $75. 

The cent of 1821 in perfect condition is another extremely rare and valuable coin. 
Tliis year, what was said to have been the finest known cent of this date, brought $58, 
while an uncirculated cent of 1823 brought $80. 

A variety of the cent of 1825, one of the finest known, of red color, just as it orig- 
inally c^me from the coinage press brought $23, while a splendid uncirculated cent 
of 1827. also thought to be the finest kno\vn, sold this year for $24. 

It must not be inferred that all cents if in the original mint red state of preserva- 
tion necessarily must be very valuable, for that is not the case. Perfectly red cents 
of such early dates as 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819 and 1820 are easily procurable at a pre- 
mium ranging from 35 cents up to a few dollars. 

An 1834 cent this year brought $42. It was of the variety showing an uneven 
date in large figures, with small stan; around the head of Liberty. It was in brilliant 
proof condition. 

There are many rare and high priced cents even after the last named year. A 
fine proof cent dated 1840 with small figures in the date brought this year $25, while 
a brilliant proof cent of 1842 with small figures in the date sold for $34. A splendid 
proof cent of 1846 with tall figures in the date brought $43, and a red proof cent of 
1849 sold for $21. 

The rarest of all cents is a variety dated 1793. Its exact value is a matter of 
conjectiu^, as it has not been offered at auction since 1890, when two specimens were 
disposed of at the sale of the Parmelee collection. This variety of cent is of the "flowing 
hair" type, which shows a head of Liberty to the right with wildly flowing hair, which 
was one of the first designs to be made at the mint. The coin does not differ materially 
in design from certain Other cents of 1793 showing a wreath on the reverse except in 
a tiny emblem directly under the bust of Liberty. This is a representation of a sprig 
containing four leaves, varying in this respect from the other similar varieties of the 
year, which show but three leaves on the sprig. 

This cent is known as the "four leaf clover" cent, and up to the present time only 
three specimens are definitely known. All three are in the collection of a well known 
Chicagoan. It is safe to say that were a fine specimen of this cent offered at auction 
it would bring $500. 

There is a surprising number of practical business men who are quietly engaged 
in bringing together a complete series of the cent pieces, dating from 1793 up to the 
present year. Collectors of these coins are put down by some persons as hiding afflicted 
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with a mild form of iiLsanity, yet it is a curious thing that even the most matter of 
fact men readily fall victims to the allurements of the humble cent piece. 

One of the best known coin collectors of this country, and one of the earliest, who 
brought together the most comprehensive collection of his time, had his interest aroused 
in coins through his search for a fine specimen of the 1799 cent. This was J. J. Mickley 
of Philadelphia. Mr. Mickley wa« bom in 1799 and desired a cent of that date for this 
reason. It was through the difficulty he experienced in obtaining a well preser\'ed 
example of the 1799 cent that attention was drawn to the extreme rarity of coins of 
the date in any condition, but particularly those showing no wear from circulation. 
Mr. Mickley 's interest in coins gradually grew until he finally had brought together 
a wonderfully complete collection — Edcsar H. Adams, in the New y'ork Sun. 



JAPANESE HANSATSU OR PAPER MONEY. 



A reproduction of five notes from the famous Sano Collection of Osaka. Japan. Reduced one-half. 



How often in lookin^^ through old papers and other accumulations of other days, 
or throufjli the miscellaneous stock of some old curio or coin dealer, one runs across 
some old continental paper money, *' Broken Bank " bill, or note of the Lost Cause, 
and the quaintness or attractiveness of the design brinj^s on an interest to continue a 
further search for this antiquated paper money. There is a certain charm, not only 
in these old bills themselves, but there is a fascination in imag^ininj? what these 
unre<leeined pledges once stood for. what hardships their total depreciation must 
have entailed on the last unfortunate holder who accepted them as real money. 

Nearly every collector is coj^nizant of the many different kinds of these bills that 
were once used in this country, and also has a vague knowledj^fe of similar depre- 
ciated paper once current in other countries, not to mention many similar pledgfes of 
ijovernments that never came to pass, as the Irish Republic and the homeland of 
Kossuth. Less familiar are we with the paper money of Japan, thoujjfh occasionally 
we run across a long strip of colored paper almost like rough cardboard with strang^e 
characters and curious designs. We might, at first glance, consider these most anv- 
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thinK, from a rain check to a theatre ticket or a lottery receipt. But such is not the 
case, for these are old bills pure and simple. 

Issued with the primary object of refilling 
the depleted treasuries of the proud Japanese 
Daimios during a period of internal strife and 
war. these notes were supposed to take the 
place of current coin, a beginning similar to 
most paper money issues all over the world. 

The Gen-roku period in Japan, that his- 
torical epoch of so much interest in feudal days. 
was probably the date of the introduction of 
these promissory notes. 

The Shogunate was the first to resort to this 
expe<liency and the lesser Daimios and feudal 
lords were certainly not lortg in following this 
example, with the result that the country was 
soon flooded with this paper currency. 

Heads of clans, towns, cities, and even 
villages were among the delinquents. Banks, 
with perhaps a right, temples with no right at 
all, were numbered among the issuers of this 
imaginary circulating medium, which lasted 
until the beginning of the Meiji period; — such 
is the interesting but short history, of these 
** shin plasters " of the land of the Rising Sun. 

The two illustrations accompan\'ing these 
lines will convey a good idea of what these 
artistic notes are like, but their mellow color, 
which age alone can give» and the sharp con- 
trast produced by the countermarks stampe<l in 
rich pigments, nmst be seen to be appreciated. 

At the time of the introduction of govern- 
ment notes by the present enlightened regime 
in Japan, many hundreds of these bills were 
found to be in circulation. Their withdraw^al 
was as sudden as most of the other measures 
adoptefl by the awakening of civilize<l Nippon. 

As the possessors of these notes soon be- 
came convinced that their redemption was 
impossible, they were gradually let loose with 
the result that, at the present moment, they 
are only to be met with in vei-y small quan- 
tities. 



.The demand for cents has been greatly increased by the slot machines. It is 
said that a single automatic machine company in New York City takes in half a 
million cents every day. As there is hardly a crossroad village in the country that 
has not a chewing gum, kiuetoscope, music or weighing machine operated in this 
way, the number of coins required to keep them all going is enormous. The 
craze for 49-cent bargains makes a lot of work for cents, and the one cent news- 
papers have also increased the demand. /^^^^^T^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



56- THE NUMISMATIST 

NUMISMATIC ELEMENTS. 

A STUDY OF THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF NUMISMATIC SCIENCE FROM 
AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES. 

As a ground work for Beginners and an aid to adepts in Coin Collecting, 

By Prank C. Higgins, F. R. N. S. 
President of the New Y'ork Numismatic Club, 



Continued from last month. 



I. MONEY AND COINS. 

3. COINS. 

A coin is a metallic medium of ezclian^i^e which by order of an authority has 
been stamped with one or more devices which make known its worth and (guaran- 
tee its value so that its users are released from the necessity of proving, iu each 
case, the weight upon scales and the quality by other tests. 

4. THE ANTIQUITY OF COINS. 

The invention of coins appears to have been made some seven or eight hundred 
years B. C. 

Within this period fall the earliest coins of the Kings of Lydia, and of King 
Pheidon of Argos, Aegina, who called in the ancient "skewers'* of iron which 
had served in his country and buried them as a votive offering in a temple, where 
on the hint of a Greek classic they were successfully searched for by an American 
explorer and some of them are now in the Royal Museum at Athens. The Chinese 
are said to have issued inscribed coins at Tsi-Moh as early as 675 B. C. Carried by 
the Greeks to the highest pitch of artistic beauty and reduced by the Romans to 
practical shape and proportions, coins during the so-called dark ages degenerated 
to a degree of baseness and wretchedness which excites our contempt for their 
producers. Modern times have witnessed the revival of many of the best quali- 
ties bestowed upon coins by the ancients and what they still lack in an aesthetic 
sense is more than made up for by a mass of scientific considerations as regards 
their convenience of size, fineness, and precise weight, which belong exclusively 
to our own days. 

II. MONEY MATERIALS. 

I. ELECTRUM. 

Hlectrum is a composition of about seventy-three parts of pure gold to which 
is added twenty-seven parts of silver. It seems to have been found in early times 
in this relative proportion by the inhabitants of Asia Minor, having been employed 
by the Kings of Lydia as early as B. C. 700, in the natural state because the method 
of separating metals was as yet unknown. Many other Greek states subsequently 
used it and it was employed by both the Carthagenians and Celts. It is of a pale 
straw color, instead of the deep yellow of pure gold. 

2. GOLD. 

Gold, extracted from the earth in various forms and in some parts of each of 
the five continents, has served as a medium of exchange from the earliest times. 
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Gold has remained the supreme standard of monetary value without interrup- 
tion since the days of King Croesus of Lydia, B. C. 568-554. During many cen- 
turies the coinage of gold was the exclusive privilege of the highest powers, only 
Emperors and Kings daring to stamp their effigies upon it. 

3. SILVER. 

Silver, also universally found in many forms, has been a medium of exchange 
from the earliest times as well. 

King Pheidon of Argos has the credit of having first put it into circulation 
about B. C. 700, although there is every reason to believe that silver in some 
exchangeable form (I'/V^ Homeric and Scriptural "Talents") was employed at a 
much earlier date, probably in the form of rings or small bars. Once the chief 
metal of the Greeks and the people of the Middle Ages, silver has no longer a fixed 
standard value of its own, but is utilized exclusively for purposes of exchange on 
a generally fictitious basis. 

4. PLATINUM. 

Platinum, a scarce metal, found more particularly in the Russian dominions, 
was employed in that country for coins between the years 1828 and 1846. 

5. IRON. 

Iron was occasionally employed as a medium of exchange by a few of the 
ancient peoples. The Spartans made use of it in the fifth century B. C. A hun- 
dred years later the Byzantines used it for a short time, and it is known to have 
figured, as recounted, in Argos and Tegea. The Chinese have made some slight 
use of iron for '*cash" when in want of copper. Among savage peoples, how- 
ever, iron has ever been more valuable than any of the precious metals because of 
its possibilities of conversion into articles of utility. 

6. COPPER. 

The earliest records of the Phoenicians attest that they were well acquainted 
with copper, but it only began to be employed for coinage about four hundred 
years B. C. 

The oldest known examples consist of the so called bar-money of the Italian 
peoples (aes signatum) and the contemporary cast coins of uncial values bearing 
for the most part zodiacal figures, which are described by Signor Garucci. The 
ponderous copper coins of the Ptolemies of Egypt are well known, and the bronze 
money of the Greeks and Romans is often more valued than their gold and silver 
by collectors. To-day copper is limited to the smallest change of civilized nations. 

7. TIN. 

Tin, mined by the ancient Britons in Cornwall and transported by the 
Phoenicians, was mostly employed as an alloy of copper in the manufacture of 
bronze. It was used pure, however, by the tyrant Dionysius of Syracuse. In 
modern times coins have been made of tin by the Chinese, Malays and Senegam- 
bian negroes (rude ingots). 

8. LEAD. 

Lead, like tin, was very little used for purposes of coinage in olden times. In 
the second century the Kings of Numidia issued a few leaden coins. Counterfeit 
imperial Roman denarii, in lead, are known, and proofs of many modern coins, 
struck in lead, find their way into the hands of collectors. 
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9. BRASS. 

The Chinese have been the principal employers of brass for monetary pur- 
poses. The ''Gun money " of King James II., issued in Ireland 1689-90, is another 
example, and brass coins have been issued by several Mexican states Brass 
tokens, however, abound in many countries. 

10. BILLON. 

Billon is a mixture of copper, tin, lead and silver, an extraordinary quantity 
of which was coined by the later Roman Emperors in the third century. A^ain 
during the later Middle Ages and up to fairly modern times, billon did duty as 
silver in the coinage of impoverished or dishonest monarchs. gaining the sobri- 
quet of ''black money '' from the fact that it soon tarnished to that sombre hue. 
Billon money is especially remarkable for a greasy slippery feeling which at once 
betrays its difference from copper, which worn specimens often closely resemble. 

11. POTIN. 

Potin, a grayish colored metallic mixture not unlike billon, was invented and 
exclusively employed for purposes of coinage. Csesar found it in use among the 
Sequani of Gaul in the first century B. C, and the Roman Emperors coined great 
quantities of it for their Alexandrian possessions in Egypt from the time of 
Augustus down to A. D. 296. 

12. NICKEL. 

It is a curiously interesting fact that nickel coins were first made three hun- 
dred years B. C. in the northern part of India. In modern times most civilized 
countries have come to employ nickel for coins of low worth, i, e. between the 
highest copper and the lowest silver values. The largest nickel coins belong to 
Jamaica and Brazil. Prance issues them with multagonal edges and Belgium with 
holes like Chinese "cash." 

13. ALUMINUM. 

The great cheapening of the process of manufacturing aluminum which 
caused one of the most expensive of metals to fall during the last century to the 
lowest rank, was the cause of aluminum being utilized for a great variety of 
tokens, store-cards, etc. There has often been talk of employing it for minor 
coinage but the projects have not so far been carried out. 

14. GLASS. 

The speculation concerning the original status of what is termed glass money 
is by no means conclusive. 

Many varieties of coin shaped discs of coarse ** bottle glass** are extant bear- 
ing inscriptions and emblems which attest to its having been circulated under 
Byzantine rule in Egypt in the seventh century, and under their successors the 
Omayed Arabs, especially Obeid Allah, tribute collector of Caliph Hescham, 
722 A. D. As the majority of the inscriptions mention a variety of commercial 
articles such as dates, oil, grain, etc., it is deemed that they were a species of 
tokens or public store cards issuable to persons and payable in merchandise. 

15. PAPER AND CARD-BOARD. 

In various parts of Europe during the fifteenth century, "money of necessity" 
was issued in card-board and later in paper. 

In 1696 the first paper money was issued in England, and in 17 13 Prance fol- 
lowed suit as well as Denmark and numerous other constituted governments. 
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In 1701 the government of Louis XIV. having ordered the melting up and 
re-coinage of the great mass of old fashione 1 and worn coin afloat in the country, 
bills were issued in paper to be redeemable in the new coins when they should 
appear, but the re-coinage was so long delayed by official ''red tape" that new 
i96ues of paper became inevitable, which were made current by compulsion in 
1707. Billets d^ Etat or regular government banknotes appeared in 1715, and in 
the following year the Scotch "high financier, ' John Law, who .had already 
ruined England with his South Sea Bubble, opened his Paris Bank which flooded 
France in four years with not less than 2,696,400,400 livres (francs) of worthless 
paper notes. 

From 1789 until 1796 the French Revolutionary government issued nineteen 
milliards of francs in Assi^ttats and so valuable (?) was this latter paper money 
that a single lorris d 'or would purchase between eight and ten thousand francs 
worth of it. Many business houses in the south of France issued Dillels dc Con- 
fiance between 1790 and 1793. The Bavque de France commenced its issue of 
paper money in 1800 under Napoleon I., and has contiaue<l to the present day. 

Some collectors consider the certificates accompanying Brazilian gold-bars as 
a species of paper money. 

Recently the paper and card-money of the French regime in Canada has 
developed an interesting series, and of course the Continental Currency of the 
United States, our "broken bank " bills, and various Federal and National Bank 
issues have their ardent admirers. Paper money is of very early date among the 
Chinese and Japanese, the former particularly claiming great antiquity for it. 

16, WOOD. 
Exceptional instances exist in which wood has been employed as money. 

17. LEATHER. 

Several northern peoples have at one time or another employed the skins and 
pelts of animals stamped with a value, as money. The old Muscovites (Russia) 
used leather money up to the period of the Mongol invasion, and the Siculo- 
Norman King William issued leather money at Palermo. Frequent instances 
occur of leather having been employed as emergency and siege-money. 

18. RELATIVE VALUES OF COINED METAL. 

The relative values of gold and silver in circulation have always played an 
important part in the history of the world's coinage. Among the most civilized 
peoples gold seems to constantly rise in intrinsic value while among lower races it 
is not granted more than a high relative importance. In some parts of Africa gold 
is only esteemed at one and a half times the value of the same weight in silver, 
this, however, in the absence of much of either. 

The Indians of the time of Menas valued gold at two and a half times the 
value of silver. The Scandinavians of the Middle Ages valued it at eight times so 
much silver. Among the Greeks at the time of Demosthenes it rose to fourteen 
times higher and among the later Romans to eighteen times dearer. 

Today gold stands entirely alone as the standard of value, silver having 
retired from the race. 

19. FINENESS. 

In the earliest ages of coinage, gold coins were made of the purest obtainable 
metal without the addition of any alloy. 

In the course of centuries many countries voluntarily debased the quality of 
their own coins. Roman silver in the time of the Family and early Imperial 
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denarii was almost perfectly pure, but it sank through continued increase in the 
addition of copper to the basest billon, particularly through the pressing "war- 
chest " necessities of the Kmperor Gallienus. The later Roman Empire debased 
its gold coinage through alloy with copper. 

Modern times also supply a host of examples of coinage debasement on the 
part of impoverished governments. 

In these days the production of coined money is conducted with every scien- 
tific precaution and the metal employed is as fine as possible with the exception of 
just as much alloy as shall conduce to its utmost hardness and wearing qualities. 

20. WHERE PRECIOUS METALS ARE OBTAINED. 

During antiquity Asia Minor drew rich supplies of electrum from the mines 
of Tmolus and Sepylos and from the sands of the famed river Pactolus, which 
flowed near the Sardian capital. 

Panticapeum, Olbia and the Kingdom of the Bosphorus drew their supplies of 
gold from the Ural mountains. 

Northern Greece obtained gold from Thrace. 

The Athenians secured their silver from the nearby mines of Laurion. The 
The Romans secured much gold from the region around Aquileia, but when 
masters of the world they coined gold obtained as tribute or booty from every 
point of the empire. The victories of Trajan put into the hands of the Romans the 
rich copper miues of Moesia. 

The peoples of the Middle Ages were sadly behind as producers of precious 
metals but melted up, debased, and recoined much of the treasure amassed in 
former ages. 

The discovery of America naturally gave to Europe an almost inexhaustible 
metallic treasure, and nearer to our own times the settlement of Australia and the 
discovery of the Klondyke region added to the world's production. 

Numismatists are interested in the metallic products of many small localities 
which have given expression to the term Ausbeuie or "Mining Thaler," Ducats^ 
etc. 

Such famous mines existed in the Duchy of Brunswick-Luneberg and also in 
the Kingdoms of Saxony and Bohemia (Annaberg, Joachimsthal, etc.)< Basle in 
Switzerland has minted coins from Rhine gold. Other Swiss gold came from the 
Gondo mines in Valais. It is also a curious fact that when the Swiss in 185 1 
called in their old current coinage to be melted down and recoined, up-to-date 
refining methods rescued over a hundred and seventy thousand francs worth of 
pure gold from the mass of battered scheidemunze which underwent the process, 
so that, instead of a loss the measure produced a handsome profit. 

{To be continued.) 



"BITS" OF MONEY. 

How much is six bits ? Way back in the good old days there were no nickels 
and dimes. Small change had to be cut from a dollar as needed. They used to 
take a big old silver dollar and with an axe cut it into eight pieces, something like 
slicing a pie into pieces. Each piece was one bit. Six bits is seventy-five cents, 
and the term is still used in some parts of the United States. "Two bits,'* "four 
bits *' and all the other bits are far more seldom spoken of nowadays. — A^. V. Press, 

The earliest cents issued by the government of the United States, near the end 
of the eighteenth century, were of pure copper, weighing 264 grains apiece. It 
was soon found that the worth of the metal in these cents was greater than their 
coined value. In 1793, it was thought necessary to reduce the weight, and the 
cents coined in that year and the three years following weighed 208 grains. The 
cent of the present day weighs only 48 grains. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FEBRUARY, 1911 61 

THE MONTHS MISCELLANY. 

On January 6, Rowland G. Metcalf received from King of England at York 
cottage, Sandringham, the first gold medal which is to be given annually by l}is 
majesty for the best all round scholar at King's Lynn King Edward VII. Grammar 
School. 

The boy, who is the son of a King's Lynn chemist, is eighteen years of age, 
and has been consistently successful at school, winning county council and school 
scholarships. He excels in mathematics and science, and has always kept at the 
head of his class. 

Henry Chapman announces that following the sale of the Baldwin collection 
will be that of the collection of the late Rev. Stanislaus Siedlecki, of Plymouth, 
Pa. This contains a set of United States dollars lacking only the 1804. as well as 
many European silver and gold coins. In the latter series is one of the hundred 
ducat pieces of Sigismund III., of Poland, dated 1621. The succeeding sale to the 
above will be the second part of the collection of Canadian coins of Charles Morris, 
of Chicago. 

In our issue last month mention was made of the new numismatic work by 
the King of Italy. We have now to add that only twelve hundred copies were 
placed on sale and these were all ordered in advance. Father Ehrle, the director 
of the Vatican Library, and himself a prominent numismatist, was unable to 
secure a copy. 

An awkward situation thus developed, for the King who intended sending 
Father Ehrle one of the copies he had retained for presentation to sovereigns, 
was indirectly informed that the gift could not be accepted, as the book was 
wanted for the Vatican Library. The King solved the difficulty by sending two 
copies to Mgr. Bonomelli, the Bishop of Cremona. The bishop took the hint and 
presented the one which was without the King's autograph and dedication, to 
Father Ehrle. 

Mr. Charles Steigenvalt of Lancaster, Pa., expects to hold a series of coin 
sales in the city of New York in the near future, as soon as the catalogues can be 
prepared. 

At Ben G. Green's sale held in Chicago January 27th, the following prices 
were realized : 

No. I No. 

15 Chain cent, 1793, America, v. f , 181 Half dime, i860, uncirculated. $5.20 

I41.00 206 Pattern, ten cents, 1868, copper, 4.20 
18 Wieath cent, 1793. very fine, 17.75 642 U. S. Assay Office, ten dollars, 

30 Cent, 1799, very good, dark, 23.00 1852, uncirculated 24.00 

36 Cent, 1804. Broken die. fine, 23 50 643 Quarter eagle, 1796, no stars, 

103 Cent. 1857. Proof 6.60 very fine 60 00 

174 Half dime, 1795, uncirculated, 8.60 644 to 649 Set of six pieces of 

Swedish plate money, half, 
I two, and four Daler 7500 

From Munich, Germany, comes the information that Otto Helbing, for many 
years senior partner of the firm which bears his name, has retired on the first of 
January, and that Messrs. Henry and Moritz Hirsch will continue the business 
under the name of Otto Helbing Nachfolger. On March 27 and following days 
they will hold an auction sale comprising the first portion of the stock of the late 
firm of Zschiesche and Koder, of Leipzig, and the catalogue will include gold and 
silver coins as well as medals. 

Mr. H A. Ramsden, the district secretary of the A. N. A. for the Far East, 
goes to China twice a year and has just returned from a trip to Sianfu in Shen Si, 
in the western part of China, which territory he was compelled to cover on horse- 
back. 

A large coinage for the Swiss Confederation is to be struck at Berne next year 
amounting in all to over one and one-half million dollars worth. It is proposed to 
issue : 250,000 of the twenty-five franc pieces, 100,000 of the ten franc pieces, 
400,000 of th^ two franc pieces, one million of the twenty centimes, and half a 
million of the ten centimes. This great coinage has been found to be an absolute 
necessity as tourists in crossing the border have experienced difficulties in making 
payments in France with Italian lira and vice-versa. 
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Some of the prices realized at Lyman H. Low's sale on January 28th were as 
follows : 



No. 

15 Mexico, Maximilian 20 pesos, 

1866, very fine I26.25 

15A Brazil, half dobra, 1779, v. f. 1300 

16 England, five guineas, 1683, f. 4100 
34 Russia, 3 roubles in platinum 9 50 

131 Marriage Thaler of Ernest the 

Pious, of NewGottea, 1671, f. 5.25 

154 Saxony, Mining Academy of 
Frieberg, Double Thaler, 
1841, fine 15.25 



No. 

223 Silver medal for the capture of 

the English brig - of - war 

Epervier, 1814, very fine. . .I28.00 
257 Half eagle, 1812, very fine.. . . 16.00 
263 Clark and Co. Five dollars, 

i860, uncirculated 46 00 

266 C. Bechtber. No. Carolina 

Dollar, extra fine 26.50 

299 Gibbs token. Low 151, fine.. 4.30 
488 Syria Alexander 1. Tetra- 

drachm, fine 6,75 

Negotiations are under way for i«suing a new silver coinage for the Italian 
colony of Benadir, in Somali Land. The coins will probably bear a portrait of 
the King of Italy on the obverse and the reverse will give the value in Arabic, and 
the inscription "Somalia Italiana " in the same language. 

The well known Swedish medal engraver, Erik Lindberg, a pupil of Chaplain, 
has been made a corresponding member of the French Institute, to succeed the 
late Sir Francis Seymour Haden. This is a special mark of appreciation, as the 
Institute admits only two foreign corresponding members. 

Dr. J. M. Henderson, the President of the American Numismatic Association, 
and Mr. James H. Manning of Albany, N. Y., have been appointed by President 
Taft to serve on the United States assay commission, which meets annually in 
Philadelphia, to test the fineness and weight of coins minted at the various gov- 
ernment mints during the year, specimens of which are reserved for this purpose. 

B. Max Mehl announces that in the middle of March he will offer at auction 
the collection of the Rev. Simuel Morton of Mitchell, Indiana, and also that of 
Mr. T. J. Lynch of Nyack, N. Y., and within about four or five weeks after, the 
collection of Mr. W. G. Matteer, of Iowa. 

The council of the American Numismatic Society announce an exhibition of 
portrait bronzes and other sculpture by Prince Paul Troubetzkoy, at the building 
of the Hispanic Society of America. The exhibition will be open from February 
1 2th to March 12th. 

It looks now as if the quarter eagle is to be discontinued. Some day all of 
these coins may command a hundred per cent premium as the gold dollars have 
done. We have only eight different denominations of coins minted today if we 
consider the quarter eagle a thing of the past. We have discontinued half cents, 
two-cent pieces, three-cent pieces in nickel and in silver, twenty-cent pieces, silver 
dollars, gold dollars, and three dollar gold pieces. Have we reached the end yet ? 

Mr. Joseph C. Mitch elson of Tariff ville, Conn., has decided to donate his mag- 
nificent collection of coins and paper money to the State Library and Supreme 
Court Building at Hartford. A special alcove m the Memorial Hall will be devoted 
to display it. 

We have observed the following in several European numismatic journals, 
and as a translation is requested we will gladly insert it : Mr. M. Goldstein, 22 
Sobieskistrasse, Lemberg (Galicia), Austria, desires information concerning any 
literature dealing with the subject of Jewish coins and medals, as well as any 
memoranda of medallists of Jewish origin. 

Various honors are being bestowed upon ex-President A. G. Heaton. The 
New York State Bureau of Education has recently ordered that copies of his three 
historical pictures be placed on films for use in all the public institutions in the 
State. These consist of his paintings "The Recall of Columbu«,*' "The First 
Mission of Washington," and "Baron Steuben at Valley Forge." The first of 
these is now in the United States Capitol at Washint^ton and has also been copied 
on the fifty-cent postas^e stamp of the Columbian issue of 1893. 

Mr. Heaton has also been elected a member of the Author's Club of London 
and the new Poetry Society of America on account of his poetical works, and the 
New York Historical Society has elected him a life member lately in acknowledge- 
ment of a portrait of one of its former presidents. 
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Some of the prices realized at Mr. E 
to indicate that collectors are becoming 
We note the following : 
No. 

32 Dollar, 1863, in copper $25 00 

33 Same, in aluminium 25 00 

loi £)ollar. 1870, Longacre*s design 20.00 

144 Dollar. 1872, Barber's design, 

copper 27.00 

145 Longacre*s ** Commercial " 

dollar, 1872 42 00 

149 Dollar, 1875 As preceding.. 5^00 

150 Same but in copper 25.00 

151 Same iu aluminium 2500 



. H. Adams' sale on February loth seem 
interested in the series of pattern coins. 

No. 

170 Double eagle, Metric, 1879, 

copper j^2i.oo 

171 Dollar, 1879, "Washlady" de- 

sign, silver 70.00 

172 Dollar, 1879, Barber's design, 

silver 70.00 

173 Dollar, 1679, ••Schoolgirl" de- 

sign, silver 77-oo 

i8i Stella Barber's design, gold. 280.00 

187 Half dollar, 1882, Morgan's 

design 2300 

188 Quaker dollar, 1882, same as 

last 23.00 



A sale of two sessions has been catalogued by Thomas L. Elder to be held at 
the Mer win-Clay ton Auction Rooms. N. Y., on Monday afternoon and evening, 
March 6th. The catalogue includes about six hundred lots of ancient and modern 
coins, medals and tokens, and three hundred lots of paper money, the Continental 
issues being well represented. 

The new Jubilee Thaler recently issued by the German mint in Berlin is find- 
ing disfavor, as the portraits are in such high relief that it is impossible to stack 
the coins. 

The coinage manufactured at the mint during the month of January was as 
follows : 



Denominations. 
Double Eagles . • 
Half Eagles 

Total Gold 

Dimes 

Total Silver.. 



Pieces. Value. 

179.750 l3»595.«x)oo 
400,000 2,000,000.00 



579.750 $5,595,000.00 
2,320,000 1232,000.00 
2.320,000 $232,000.00 



DeuominatioDs. Pieces. 

Five Cents 7.840,000 

One Cent 4,922,000 

Total Minor. 12,762,000 



Value. 
$392,000.00 
49.220.00 

$441,220.00 



Total Domestic 

Coinage... 15,661.750 $6,368,220.00 

Coitiage executed for Government, 
Philippine Islands: 

Peses 463 000 pieces 

i-Centavo 800,000 ** 

Mr. S. H. Chapman iu his catalogue of the Griffith and Bronson collections 
(which were sold by him on February i8th), describes the bronze and silver Cen- 
tennial CommiS'iion medals of 1876, and adds the following note which is of interest. 

" I have before me as I write these descriptions, one of the original circulars 
issued by the Commission, which we preserved since the time, in which these 
medals of two sizes are descsibed as 'Memorial Medals,' and as I was actively 
engaged in this business in 1876, I also know that they were published solely as 
medals, and so regarded at the time, and that the act of Congress was employed to 
i;ive them official recognition — to make them the medal of the celebration, and to 
give, if possible, the right of exclusive sale. The Commission went so far as to 
endeavor to prevent the striking of all other Centennial medals, but found this 
beyond their powers, for the act was but in effect a national copyright for this 
mtdal, and the inscription on the case above-mentioned, very interestingly shows 
the meaning of the act. They were never, at the time, spoken of as coins, nor was 
it intended that they should be so considered. In further confirmation of this I 
'would mention that this size was also struck in copper-gilt and in bronze. I saw 
them for sale on stands about the exhibition and the circulars were widely and 
publicly distributed." 
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The American Nunilsniatie Association 

The Lars:est and Most Active Numismatic 
Orp^anization in the World. 



For particulars address the 
Ghnkrai. Spxrktary, 377 Main St.. Worcester. Mass. 

Officers 

President— Dr. J. M. Henderson, 1314 K. vState St.. Columbus, O. 

First Vice-President — B. H. Saxton, Davenport, Iowa. 

Second Vice-President — R. W. MacLachlan, Montreal, Canada. 

General Secretary— G. L. Tilden, 377 Main St., Worcester, Mass. 

Treasurer — N. E. Converse, Gas Works, Worcester, Mass. 

Librarian — Lud^er Gravel, 28 Jacques Car tier Square, Montreal, Canada. 

Board of Governors. Official Organ 

H. O. GranberR, Chairman, 10(U .• gjj^^ NumiamatWt/* 

Michigan St., Oshkosh, Wise. * 

If 1 A 1 u 1 ■»* r> T 1- 4. r>. A. R. Frev, Kditor. 36 A Hampton Place, 

W . A. Ashbrook, M. C. Johnstown, O. j^ ui ;« N V 

A. J. deLagerberg, Passaic, N. J. E. H. Adams, Associate Editor. 

D. A. Williams, Baltimore, Md. ^- ?^?.l^^^' n - \ li/r \ ^-^ 

G. L. Tilden, Business Manager, 3// 

Rowland Woo<l, Brookline, Mass. Main St., Worcester, Mass. 

District Secretaries. 

Dr. E. P. Robinson, 12 High St., Newport, R. I., for New England vStates. 

Rud'l Kohler, 76 Washington Place. New York City, for N. V. and N.J. 

John Winfield Aitken. Carbondale, Pa., for Penn., Del., Md., Va., W. V.., and D. C. 

Howard R. Newcomb, Detroit, Mich., for Mich., Ohio, Ind., and Kv. 

T. E. Leon, 250 W.69th vSt., Chicago, for Wis., 111., Minn., la.. Mo., N.D., S.D., Neb., 

and Kan. 
Rev. Wm. A. Laughlin, Montpelier. Idaho, for W'estern States. - 

B. Max Mehl, P. O. Drawer 976. Fort Worth, Texas, for Southern States. 
H. L. Doane, Truro, Nova Scotia, for Eastern Canada. 

John A. Wood, 161 Oak Ave., Hamilton, Ont., for Ontario. 

R. Iv. Reed, Vancouver, B. C. for Western Canada. 

vS. H. Hamer, Halifax, Yorks, England, for British Isles. 

H. A. Ram.sdeii, 34 Water St., Yokohama, Japan, for the Far East. 



HAVE YOU RENEWED FOR 1911? 

The Association Annual Dues, 50 cents and Subscription to "Thk 
Ni'MiSMATiST,'* fl.50, total f2.(X), are payable in advance. If you have not 
renewed your membership and subscription for 1 911, DO IT AT ONC£. 
You may forget it tomorrow or next week. Don't wait for a notice from 
the General Secretary, as the adjustment of all memberships, etc., to expire 
in December should make it unnecessary. 

Extract from thk Con.stitution. 

Articijc VII., Section 1. — ♦ ♦ ♦ in case a member fails to pay his 
dues before the first of F'ebruarv his name shall be stricken from the 
roll. * * * 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 

Nhw Membeks to be Admitted March 25TH. 

1480 Georf^e Anthony Katzenberger, LL B. 

1481 H. M. Reid. 

1482 Henry Mitchell. 

1483 Fred T. Huddart. 

1484 Dr. D. W. Valentine. 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

The following applications have been receivetl. If no objections are received 
by the General Secretary prior to April 25th they will become members on that 
date, and will be published as such in the April issue. 

APPLICANT PROPOSED BY 

Rev. Geo. H. MuUer g!" L^rUden^'^''^''' 

^^-^-«- S^^Siir- 

^-isE.Ruge S-L^nSr^^- 

Bernard Morgenthau K Kern"'^'''^' 



Worcester, Mass., Feb. 16, 191 1. General Secretary. 



NOTICE 

No more copies of The Numismatist will be mailed to unpaid sub- 
scribers after this number. A prompt payment of the subscription (|i 50) 
will insure your receiving all numbers for 191 1. 

G. L. TiLDBN, 
377 Main St., Worcester, Mass. Business Manager. 



New York, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1911. 
To A. N. A. Members of N. Y. and N. J. : 

In my capacity as District Secretary for New York and New Jersey, of the 
American Numismatic Association, the pleasant duty falls upon me of inviting the 
members of my district to a District Convention of the Atlantic Seaboard, (includ- 
ing the Hinterland as far as Walla Walla), to be held in New York City on Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday, May 18, 19, 20 next. The New York Numismatic Club 
will welcome visiting members to a Numismatic Salon or Exhibition of Coins and 
Coin Collections to be shown during the three days, and also extends to them an 
invitation to dinner on the evening of the 20th. It is hoped a large gathering of 
members will attend, which will ensure a profitable and enjoyable time. 

RUD. KOHI.ER, 

Di^tt^rict SeCL'y. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 THE Nl'MIvSMATIST 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FROM THE PRIZE-WINNERS 

The following acknowledgements of receipt of the prizes awarded in the 
Wm. P. Danham membership contest have been received : 

Mr. F. G. Duffield, Baltimore. Md, : Baraboo. Wis., January 31. 191 ■• 

Dear Sir -- The Wm. F. Dunham prize $20 proof piece received, with which I 
am more than pleased, and I desire to express my sincere thanks to all concerned. 
The work, if I may call it that, has been quite a pleasure to me, and I hope a 
profit to the A. N. A. It seems to me that our membership is very small consider- 
ing the number of persons interested along these Hoes, and although success does 
not always lie in great numbers, each added member is that much added support 
to the A. N. A. and to that little magazine which we all prize, **The Numismatist.'* 
I might add at this time that through a few of our most enthusiastic members 
here a local society or club is practically assured. A meeting is to be held once a 
month in the Y. M. C. A. building. 

Yours very truly, W. G. Curry. 

Mr. F. G. Duffield, Baltimore. Md. : ^^^^ ^^^^*"^' ^^- J*°- ^^' '^''' 

Dear Sir — Your letter containing one of the prizes in the membership contest 
received. Mr. Dunham deserves the thanks of the members for his interest in 
" boosting " our membership, and I assure you that the coin is prized by me far 
above its face value. I am glad to know that I have been of some service to the 
Association, and this will continue whenever I have the opportunity. I would be 
glad to see the membership for 191 1 far above the present number. 

Yours truly, Nathan S. Mason. 

80 Emerson St., Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 17, 191 1. 
F. G. Duffield, Baltimore, Md. : 

Respected Confrere — It was a great surprise to me today to receive the award 
of I2.50 in gold. As I was away from home last summer I did not receive '* The 
Numismatist'' until my return, and was not aware of the *' Dunham Prize Con- 
test." My small effort was simply to help the Association at a time when it needed 
it. The munificent aid afforded by Vice-President Wilson in the purchase and 
presentation of •** The Numismatist " as a gift to the A. N. A. was a royal act. 
** Long live Vice-President Wilson ! " I would alsothank Governor W. F. Dunham 
for my share of his prize award. It is certainly a great pleasure to have such 
large-hearted, noble men as members. I trust we are entering now on an era of 
even greater prosperity than ever. We have, I believe, a good official board, with 
President Henderson as chief executive, not forgetting the good services rendered 
by the retiring boatd of manat^ement, to whom we are greatly indebted for the 
loyal management of the Association business at a critical time in.our history. 

Wishing the Association and its members a prosperous new year, 

Yours truly, Joseph Hooper (No. 11). 



REVIEWS. 
THE COINS AND TOKENS OF NOVA SCOTIA. 

By Ku)j:ene G. Courteau. M. I).. 4 to pp. 30, St. Jacques, Quebec, 1910. 

One can best form an idea of the thoroughness of this work by comparing it with 
the only publication upon the coins of Nova Scotia which has heretofore been accesi- 
ble to us, that is, Breton's volume. Now Breton Catalogues thirty-seven varieties of 
of these pieces, whereas Courteau describes over one hundred. But the latter author- 
ity is not only numerically ahead of his predecessor, for while heretofore we have had 
a description usually consisting of a few lines and the subject then dismissed, the read- 
er has now placetl before him carefully prepared notes and historical matter never be- 
fore printed. 

Dr. Courteau divides the coins and tokens of Nova Scotia in four classes : the 
" Thistle " series, the semi - official issues, the Broke tokens, and the miscellaneous 
merchants' cards and tokens. We note that in describing the first of these classes he 
devotes considerable space to the half penny of 1832 with the erroneous date, 1382, and 
he conies to the conclusion that the error is a genuine issue, being the result of a new 
reverse die used to replace a worn out one. 

We also observe that the Hopwood token (B.898) has been omitted, and assume that 
Doctor Courteau assigns it to the Knglish series. This we think is correct. 

The book is illustrated with seven plates, showing over one hundred obverses and 
reverses. ^-^ R. 
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THE NEW PAPAL ORDER OF MERIT, 



Desijjned by Rudalf Marschall of Vienna, and described in our previous issue. 



THE REBUS TOKEN. 

Mr. W. C. Moore of Lewisburg, Ohio, sends us the following explanation in 
regard to his token which was mentioned in the previous number : 



*'This is another old-time rebus by Franklin which might well be termed a 
**a blunderbuss,** for, while the answer to the puzzle is all right, Poor Richard 
has made a grammatical error which constitutes quite a bull. 

The old-time rebus says, 'All that glitters is not gold,' which is a mistake, for 
gold does glitter. The proverb should say, 'All is not gold that glitters.' 

The significance of the saying would be entirely lost, if we were to change the 
phraseology, therefore we have it on the coin-token as Poor Richard gave it us 
in the i8th century." 

flDbttuarp. 

CARL WIEBE. 

Carl Wiebe died in Hamburg on the 17th of November last. He was an 
authority upon Masonic medals and tokens and the publisher of the Hamburg 
Cirkelkorrespondenz. This work is an attempt to describe Masonic numismatics 
arranged by countries, and quite a number of volumes have appeared. Mr. Weibe 
was an honorary member of the Association, having been elected at the Columbus 
convention in 1907. ^ t 
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MEETINGS OF SOaETIES 

THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The fifty-third annual meet- 
ing took place on January 2l8t, 1911. Mr. Daniel Parrish, Jr., one of the Governors 
occupied the Chair. 

The following members of the Council were elected: Mr. Charles G. Dodd, Mr. 
Newell Martin, and Mr. Edward T. Newell. 

The Director reported the number of accessions for the year to be 2225 pieces, and 
that 59 books and 305 pamphlets, catalogues, and periodicals had been added to the 
library. 

VEREIN FUR MUNZKUNDE IN NURNBERG. At the regular meeting held 
on January 2d, Dr. H. Buchenau, Curator of the Royal Baravian Coin Cabinet at Mun- 
ich delivered an interesting address upon the coinage of Niirnberg in the Middle Ages 
and illustrated his remarks by an exhibition of coins, drawings, etc. 

NUMISMATISCHE GESELLSCHAFT ZU BERLIN. The minor coinage of 
Pommerania was the topic for discussion at the meeting of December 5th and Counsellor 
Bratring delivered a lecture upon this subject. Dr. Emil Bahrfeldt spoke of the possi- 
bility of an international coin but he doubt-ed whether at the present time such a 
medium of exchange would be feasible. The attempts to introduce a universal lan- 
guage had made no visible progress, and while a universal system of coinage might be 
practical theoretically, he questioned its adoption in the near future. 

NUMISMATISCHER VEREIN ZU DRESDEN. Counsellor Halke, at the 
meeting of November 7th, delivered an interesting lecture entitled, "The Historical 
Development of Gold Coinage." The speaker stated that Asia Minor was the first 
locality in which stamped gold was used as a medium of exchange and after describing 
the Persian and other early types, he took up the Greek, Roman, and Byzantine issues. 
From this point he traced the history of the ducat, florin, zecchino, gulden, etc., and 
showed how these coins were supplanted by others named after monarchs and rulers. 
e. g., the Ix)uis d'or, Freidrich's d'or, Maximilian d'or, etc. The discourse was illustrated 
by many specimens of the coins referred to. 

CHICAGO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The 85th monthly meeting of the above 
named Society was held in their rooms, 1622 Masonic Temple, on Friday evening, 
Feb. 3rd, President Harry F. Williams presiding. The following 19 members were 
present: Messrs. Carey, Dunham, V. M. Brand, Simpson, E.xcell, Leon, Edward 
Michael, Vercouter, Holmes, Baker, Williams, Loer, Krausz, Lewis, Kelly, Green, 
Verkler, Lamson and Nelson. The resignation of Mr. Christian Sorensen was received 
and accepted. The curator elect, Mr. M. P Carey, was installed into office and read 
his annual report. Mr. V. M. Brand reported the death of Mr. Otto Darmstaetter, an 
active member, and the President appointed a committee consisting of Messrs. Baker. 
Excell and Green to draw up suitable resolutions on his death. The President announced 
the resignation of Mr. Dunham, Chairman of the Convention Finance Committee, and 
appointed Mr. T. E. Leon in his stead. Messrs. Alfred B. Jacobs, Edwarti Johnson. 
Louis C. Tonsley and A. O. Wilcox were elected to membership. 

On motion it was ordered that the Treasurer report at next meeting j^ members 
in arrears for dues for more than one year and that the Treasurer should notify all 'such 
delinquents of this actfbn. A motion was carried instructing the Executive Committee 
to renew the leaae on present quarters for two years from May 1st. 

Under Exhibitions Mr. Brand showed an original bag of Maundy money; 32J^2 
ducats of Regensburg; a pattern set of the Batavian Republic dated 1800, of which 
there are only four sets; a pattern crown in gold of Geo. Ill of England, by Wyon; hard 
times tokens No. 85 in white metal and No. 161. Mr. Leon showed a one hundred 
dollar bill of the National Gold Bank of San Francisco. 

Magazines received since last meeting were: The Numistnalisl for December and 
January and Mehl's Monthly, N umiHmatische Corresfxyruienz, Sjrink^s Circular, \umU- 
inalischer Verkehr, GiomcUe Numismatico and Philatelic West for January. Auction 
catalogues from Adams (with plates), Green, Low and the Dr. Stroehlin Sale at Geneva, 
Switzerland (from Spink and Son). Catalogues with fixed prices from Majer and Stei- 
gerwalt ; and a priced catalogue from Ix)w. 

Messrs. Tonsley and Wilcox were present as visitors. 

Adjourned to meet March 3rd, 1911. Ben G. Green, Secretary. 

NEW YORK NUMISMATIC CLUB. The regular monthly meeting took place 
on Friday evening, February 10th, at Keen's Chop House. A large number of the 
regular members were present and Dr. J. M. Henderson of Columbus, O., and Mr. S. 
Krausz of Chicago were among the guests. 
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Owing to the absence of Mr. Higgins, the Vice-President, Mr. Frey, occupied the 
chair. Mr. George H. Blake read an interesting paper upon **The Production of Paper 
Monej-," which will be reprinted in these pages. 

The principal exhibit of the evening was by Mr. Hudson Chapman and consisted 
of a large number of Roman gold coins, and a very fine selection of United States silver 
dollars. 

Mr. D. A. Williams of Baltimore was elected a member. Adjourned to Friday, 
March 10th. D. R. Kennedy, Secretary. 

ROYAL NI'MISMATIC SOCIETY. At the regular meeting of December 15th, 
Mr. Henry Symondj? read a paper on "The Trial of the Pyx, the Mint-Accounts and 
Mint-marks of Charles I. " 

The proving of the coinage by assay was first regulated by an indenture of Edward 
HI and the custom followed at varying intervals from that time onward. 

The standard plates were kept in the Chapel of the Pyx in the Cloisters of West- 
minster Abbey, which is popularly supposed to have been the place of trial, but there 
is direct evidence to show that at least from 1527 to 1640 the trial took place in the 
Star Chamber in the old Westminster Palace. The Tower mint alone appears to have 
been subject to trial; the country' mints do not seem to have submitted their productions 
to be tested. Mr. Symonds then quoted from the records the warrant to summon a 
jur>-, a report of the proceedings and the verdict on the trial of the Pyx for 1631. The 
jur^' were goldsmiths of London, and a number of Privy Councillors were also present. 
The mint mark was changed after each trial, sometimes oftener. A table was given 
for the reign of Charles I, showing the dates of the trial, the mint marks adopted, the 
denominations and amount in the pyx, from which the amount issued each year could 
be judged. Mr. Symonds proceeded tb give a number of interesting quotations from 
the mint accounts, one of the most important of which was an allowance for payment 
"5500 tokens of 2d. each used for the healing of the King's evil." This proves that 
Charles I. iLsed base-metal touch pieces. It was also established that Nicholas Briot 
never was chief engraver to the mint, and that he died in I^ndon about the end of 
1646. 

Mr. J. G. Milne read a paper on "Alexandrian Tetradnchms of Tiberius" from a 
recent find. Besides one coin of Ptolemy II, the hoard contained 61 coins of Ptolemy 
XII f, and 136 of the seventh year of Tiberius, soon after which it must have been buried. 
Ptolemaic tetradrachms are known to have continued in circulation till quite late times, 
but it appears that those of Tiberius did not. A remarkable feature about the coins 
in this hoard was the fact that the weights varied from 5i to 13i grains. No explana- 
tion of this could be given, as an analysis revealed no corresponding difference in the 
quantity of silver. The indifferences of the moneyers to weights may be seen from the 
fact that two specimens from the same obverse and reverse dies weighed 8.14 and 5.64 
grammes respectively. Great carelessness was also shown in the execution of the diep. 
The woikraanship of the reveise dies being much inferior to that of the obverse. Tjie 
explanation of the latter fact appears to be that the reverse dies wore out much njqre 
quickly than those for the obverse, so that la-^s trouble was spent on their preparfttjon. 

— Sjrink^s Circular. 

N UMISMATISCHE GESELLSCH AFT IN WIEN. At the meeting of December 
14th, Hofrat C. von Ernst delivered an interesting lecture upon the denier or demar of 
the Lex Salica. In the course of his remarks he stated that the discovery at Touemai. 
in 1653, of the grave of Childeric I (— 481), King of the Franks, added vastly to our 
numismatic knowledge of this period. From the coins found at that time we now know- 
that the principal money in circulation among the Franks consisted of gold solidi, 
chiefly of the Byzantine mints. Of the copper and base silver coins of the later Roman 
Empire none were found in the tomb, but a few specimens of the denarii of the earlier 
emperors were present. 

The lecturer also traced the origin of the silver siliqua, a denomination that was 
found necessar}' as an equivalent between the triens, the smallest gold coin then com- 
monly in use and the minute copj)er deniers. The siliqua represents a weight of less 
than one gramme and it was consequently too small to be issued in the form of a gold 
coin. 

Herr von Ernst arrived at the conclusion that although a law of the Franks, pro- 
mulgated during the latlerpart of the fifth tientury, referred to the solidos, this coin 
couldnot have b^n the product of forty denarii, as this relationship was not established 
until the time of Clotar II (613-628) or perhaps even during the administration of his 
son, Djigobert I (629-638). 
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BRITISH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The annual meeting occurred on Novem- 
ber 30th, and Mr. Carlyon-Britton was re-elected President 

The gold medal, founded b^ Mr. J. Sanford Saltus, for the contributor of the pai>er 
in the Society's Journal which m the opinion of the members was the best in the inter- 
ests of numismatic science, was awarded by the ballot of the members generally to 
Mr. Carlyon-Britton. and will be presented at the next meeting. 

The Director, Mr, Shirley Fox, gave a brief account of the work accomplished by 
the Research Committee during the year. They had now obtained almost complete 
accounts of the amounts of bullion coined from the beginning of the reign of Henr\* 
III to the death of Richard III, and had accumulated material with special reference 
to the "long-cross" coinage and the reigns of the first three Edwards. 



PERIODICALS AND CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

From J. Camber, Paris, we have received a priced catalogue, (No. 57) in which 
over three hundred items are devoted to numismatic literature. They comprise a 
general assemblage, and works relating to ancient and oriental coins are well represented. 

Charles Steigerwalt of Lancaster, Pa., on October 12th made an assignment for 
the benefit of creditors, and with the permission of the assignee a catalogue of coins 
to be sold has been issued. It consists of eighty pages and includes a large number 
of United States cents and half cents, American Colonials, medals, tokens, and paper 
money, as well as several hundred lots of ancient and foreign gold, silver, and copper 
coins. The prices have been made low, but under present conditions nothing can be 
sent out on approval, as the assignee has no power to release anything until it is paid 
for in advance. 

Messrs. Jun Kobayagawa Company of Yokohama, Japan, have recently issued 
an attractive and interesting circular describing many specimens of both pre-historic 
and modem Chinese and Japanese money that they deal in. Their catalogue is illus- 
trated and includes bell, scimitar or knife-shaped, spade, and other odd and peculiar 
looking coins as well as extensive lists of paper money. 

Charles Dupriez of Brussels is sending out a small circular of .such numismatic 
books as he keeps in stock. We notice among others De Witte's ''Histoire Monetaire 
du Duch^ de Brabant," the three volumes reduced from 70 francs to 40 francs, and 
Moyaux' work on railway tokens and medals at a corresponding reduction in price. 

From Simmons and Waters, at I.<eamington Spa, England, a catalogue reachas us» 
which contains about thirty lots devoterl to numi.smatic publications, several of them 
relating to Ignited States coinage. 

Two numbers of the new Italian periodical, the Oiortvile Xuinisfnilia are before 
us. It is a semi-monthly, each number consisting of eight pages. Considerable space 
is devote<i to a review of the new work by the King of Italy. 

MehVs Numismatic Monthly for February opens with a contribution entitled "The 
Government Money Laundry, " descriptive of how soiled paper money is washed and 
ironed. Among other interesting papers is one devoted to the mint at Praetoria and 
another upon pattern coinage. 

Sally Rosenberg of Frankfurt, A. M. has issued a catalogue of the collection of 
Dr. A. E. Ahrens, of Hamburg, which is to be sold at auction on February 20th and the 
following days. It comprises nearly two thousand lots and is confined to the coinage 
of princes, earls, counts, baronets, etc. The catalogue is illustrated with six beautiful 
plates depicting among others Thaler of Bentheim, Hohenlohe, Mansfield, Montfort, 
Rietberg, Trantvson, etc. 

The most massive catalogue that has appeared! in a long while is that comprising 
the third and last portion of the collection of the late Dr. Paul Stroehlin, formerly presi- 
dent of the Swiss Numismatic Society, which is to be sold at Geneva on February 20th, 
and the following days. 
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This beautiful catalogue is small quarto in form, describing about six thousand 
Swiss coins, and is illustrated with fifty-four beautiful plates. The forewords are by 
Mr. L. Forrer, who, we imagine, is also responsible for the valuable notes and the com- 
prehensive index. So many rarities are described in these pages that it would be 
impossible to give details. Special attention however, must be called to the celebrated 
"Bertha Thaler" (No. 2173) which is the gem of the entire Stroehlin collection. This 
unique Thaler, or more properly, double Thaler, (as it weighs 67 grammes) belongs to 
the Canton of Solothum, and shows on the obverse St. Ursus, the martyr, receiving a 
model of the cathedral from the kneeling queen Bertha, and the date, A. D. 932, whea 
this is supposed to have happened, is added. 

In the January number of the Numismatische Mittheilungen, edited by C. F. Gebert, 
the principal feature is the detailed report of the Numberg Society meeting. Several 
reviews of new publications also appear. 

The Berliner Munzblalter for January is largely devoted to descriptions of two 
"finds," one at Gransee and the other at Greifswald. Both of these were discovered 
in the latter part of 1909. The first consists of about twelve thousand deniers of the 
fourteenth century and the latter included principally four and eight shilling pieces 
of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, dating from 1750 to 1756. A unique gold medal of Johann 
the Elder, duke of Schleswig Holstein, dated 1577 is also illustrated and described. 

The IWuslrated London Newa of January 28th has a very fine double page article 
devoted to the new British coinage. 

The catalogue of the Woodin collection of United States coins to be sold by Monca 
L. Elder, on March 2, 3, and 4, has appeared. It comprises sixteen hundred lots and 
twenty copies are to be illustrated with plates. The principal contents of this cata- 
logue have been described in a previous number, the following additional notes, however, 
will be of interest. 

There are three octagonal fifty dollar gold pieces, all dated 1851, and comprising 
both the "880 thous." and the "887 thous." varieties. In regard to the three dollar, 
1870, S. mint it should be noted that a certificate accompanies the piece, written by 
Mr. J. B. Harmstead the coiner of the San Francisco mint in 1870, in which he states that 
the only duplicate of this coin was placed in the comer-stone of the mint building a; 
5th and Mission streets, San Francisco. 

In the series of quarter dollars we observe a silver proof restrike of 1827, and among 
the half cents no less than a dozen of the rare dates occur. The catalogue makes a 
fine appearance and careful notes as to the quantities coined of the various items are 
appended. 

From Freidrich Redder in Leipzig we have received his catalogue number three, 
containing over 1700 lots with prices affixed. The contents include a long series of 
mediaeval and modem coins as well as medals and numismatic books. 

In the Ntimismatic Circular for February, Mr. G. P. Petrie continues his valuable 
paper on the coinage of the reign of Henry VII, the Rev. A. W. Hand's contribution 
on the ancient coins of Sicily takes up the colony of Gela, and Mr. Farrer's biographical 
notices of medallists is continued. In describing the works of Robert Scott, the first 
engraver of the United States Mint at Philadelphia, Mr. Farrer comes to the conclusion 
that the dies of the half-dimes, pattern dime, and pattern cent, all dated 1792, were all 
cut by Birch, although only the last named piece bears his name. 

The Elder Magazine for January opens with an illustrated paper on the Queen 
.•Vnne farthing, and the other principal contribution is one upon "The Rise of Heraldry" 
by Mr. F. C. Higgins. Both papers are well illustrated and this number presents an 
excellent tj'pographical appearance. 
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By Krx;AR H. Adams. 

Mr. W. G. Wright of San Bernardino, Cal., writes: "I wish for some information 
about a (mythical?) ring dollar, pattern, supposed to have been issued prior to 1860. 
What about it, and in what metal or metals was it issued, and why has no mention been 
made of it for many years past, especially of late when patterns are booming?" 

The ring dollar is an>'thing but mythical. It was a well-known piece to the old- 
time pattern collectors. If it is not spoken of nowadays it is probably for the reason 
that it is seldom offered for sale on accoimt of the rarity of the several varieties. The 
ring dollar first was issued in 1852, although a pierced pattern gold dollar was produced 
at the mint in 1849. There are four distinct varieties of design of the ring dollar, which 
were struck in various metals. The varieties are as follows: 

1. Obv. United States of America, 1852. In the centre a round perforation. 
Rev. The word "dollar, " above the perforation being a thick semi-circular wreath 

of laurel. This design occurs on thin and thick planchets, and was struck in 
gold, silver, copper, and nickel. 

2. Obv. U. S. A. at the top, with the date, 1852, below. Round perforation in the 

centre. Rev. a circle of laurel sprigs. This design appears in gold, silver, and 
nickel. 

3. Obv. The same as No. 2. 

Rev. Same as No. 1. Struck in gold and copper. 

4. Obv. United States of Amfpjca surrounding the perforation. 

Rev. blank. Struck in gold. (This same design was used for what is known as 
the '*Ring Half Dollar," which was exactly the same as No. 4 in design, but 
with a larger perforation, giving the piece just half the weight of No. 4, from 
which fact it derives the title of the "Ring Gold Half Dollar." 

Every piece of this series is rare. At the Smith sale specimens of Nos. 1 and 2. 
struck in gold, brought respectively $24 and $23, while the "Ring Half Dollar" brought 
$31. 

Collectors of private gold pieces will be interested to learn that the inscription 
"Aug. 1, 1834," on one variety of the five-dollar piece issued by Christopher Bechtler 
at Rutherfonl, N. C, has a special significance. For a time it was probable that this 
date would appear on all the regular United States half eagles struck at the mint after 
the weight and value of the denomination had been changed. When Alexander Ham- 
ilton formulated the gold coinage, the first of which was issued in 1795. gold was valued 
at the ratio of 15 to 1 of silver. As the volume of silver gradually increased this ratio 
changed until at last the ratio was .something like 15J^ and 16 to 1. In consequence 
gold coins went to a premium, and the half eagles and eagles were quoted at, approxi- 
mately, $5.25 and $10.50. They were usually engaged before they left the mint, and 
were sent abroad, remelted, and naturally the pieces of the period are now very scarce 
and rare. The law reducing the weight and value was passed in 1834, and coinage under 
the new plan was expected to commence on Aug. 1, 1834. Coinage of pieces under the 
old plan had been in progress during the year, and in order to distinguish between the 
two different styles of coins, the Secretary of the Treasury recommended to the Director 
of the Mint that the gold coins of the reduced weight bear the date of issue — i. c, "Aug. 
1, 18.34." However, this was not adopted, but a new design was produced, with the 
easily distinguishable difference of the omission of the motto. Mr. Bp^htler adopted 
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the Secretary's recommendation on his gold pieces. But this fact had no real signifi- 
cance, for it is not probable that he ever struck a gold piece that possessed full stamped 
value, much less liaving a value in excess of face. 

The statement made by Adam Eckfeldt, for many years employed at the United 
States Mint, that he cut the dies for one of the 1793 half cents has especial interest to 
the specialist of the cent and half-cent series. Just who cut the dies of any of the early 
coins at the mint is not known with satisfactory definiteness. 

Yhe references made by Mr. S. H. Hamer to a certain variety of the Copper Com- 
pany of Upper Canada piece is timely. In the opinion of several experts the piece is 
an out-and-out counterfeit. Not only are the dififerences mentioned by Mr, Hamer to 
be noted on the reverse of the piece in question, but there is a distinct difference in the 
obverse design, which shows Neptune reclining, holding a trident. If this piece was 
actually struck from original dies there must have been two distinct dies showing Nep- 
tune on obverse and the inscription " Copper Company of Upper Canada" on the reverse. 

One of the great rarities in the pattern series that came to light last year for the 
first time was the international ten-dollar gold piece of 1874 in gold. This piece, which 
was struck at the instance of Dana Bickford of New York, is regarded as one of the 
most interesting of all the patterns of gold denomination, ^nd, while it has been known 
in a number of metals heretofore, it was not until last year that one in gold was discovered. 
It is said that but two specimens were struck in gold, both of which are brilliant proofs. 
One of these pieces was bought last year by Mr. W. W. C. Wilson of Canada, for which 
he paid a record price, and it is now one of the mo^ treasured specimens in his collec- 
tion. This piece also was struck in copper, nickel, and aluminum, and occurs with both 
plain and reeded edges. 

Numismatists no doubt will learn with interest that Dr. Lewis Feu:;htwanger, 
famous as the creator of the " Feuchtwanger metal," from which were struck several 
varieties of cents and three cents, was the first importer of German .silver to this country. 
It is said that the customs officials were so little familiar with the metal that they classi- 
fied it as silver. This German silver, or a close resemblance to it, probably was the metal 
that the Doctor endeavored to persuade Congress to adopt for the coinage of minor 
pieces. It was not adopted for the reason that the various elements that go to make up 
the metal were at times difficult to procure, and fluctuated greatly in price. In other 
ways the metal seems to have been well adapted to such coinage, as the pieces now 
extant bear witness. Dr. Feuchtwanger was also a distinguished lapidary, and wrote 
a book on gems. There were a number of store-tokens bearing his name, struck in 
Feuchtwanger metal, that are very seldom heard of nowadays, and are of the utmost 
rarity. 

An account of the detailed operations of Mr. Lcsher, the originator of the well- 
known "Lesher Referendum Dollar," would be ver>^ acceptable to American numis- 
matists. But Httle or nothing seems to be known about him. Mr. Judson Brenner of 
De Kalb, 111., probably knows more about the issue of these dollars than any other 
collector in the country, as he has paid special attention to the series. It is to be hoped 
that Mr. Brenner will one of these days favor us with an account of this latest of pri- 
vate coins. The writer of these paragraphs spent several weeks in Victor, the scene of 
the coinage, but was unable to add anything to what was already known concerning 
the issue of the dollars. Mr. Bumstead, whose name is familiar to those who have 
followed the series, has been dead for some time, as indeed has also been Mr. Lesher, 
and the merchants of the little city, which is perched on the Rocky Mountains, 9700 
feet above sea level, seem to know nothing at all about the coinage, and have only the 
faintest recollection of it. From Mr. Brenner we learn that the dies for the pieces were 
cut by a Denver jeweler. 
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MODERN CHINESE COPPER COINS 



Bv H. A. Ramsdkn, F. R. N. S. 



Entered in W. F, Dunham Manuscript Prize Competition. 



Continued from last month. 



HU-NAN. 




Pig- 25 Fig. 26 Fig. 27 



Fig. 28 Fig. 29 

(i) HU NAN. 

1. 10 cash. 28 mm. R(hI copj>er. 
Ob. As Fig. 25. 

Rev. As Fig. 26. The two charaeters on each side together with the two below, 
make up the value in-scription. The two Manchu characters in the centre mean 
"Hu Nan Mint." 

2. Same as preceding, but the four characters in the field of the Rev. are larger, while 

those round the coin are smaller. 

3.^ Same as preceding, but "irregular." 

4. Same as No. 2, but with the following differences on the Rev. — The two Manchu 
characters have been removed to each side of the coin, while the centre is taken 
up by a rosette. The dotted circle is larger, while the characters surrounding 
the coin are smaller. The value is stated below by four characters. 
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o. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 27. 

Rev. As that of Xo. 4, but the chamcters and rosette are larger and the value 
is stated below by two characters. 

t). 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 28. 
Rev. As Fig. 26, but the characters round the coin are a little smaller. 

7. Same as preceding, but the Rev. as in that of Xo. 5. 

S. Same as preceding, but HU-XAX on the Ob. is not so separated and there are 
some other minor differences in the design of the dragon. 

9. 10 cash. 20 mm. Yellow brass. 
Ob. As Fig. 29. 

Rev. Similar to Fig. 26, but the two Manchu characters in the centre have changed 
places. The two characters on each side, together with the three below, make 
up the value inscription^ 

This is a perfect coin. The reading of the Manchu characters in the centre 
of the Rev., from left to right, meaning "Hu Xan Mint," is worthy of special 
notice. 

As will be seen above, the denominations in Chinese of some of the coins have 
been divided, that is to say, that the full inscription is formed by the two charac- 
ters on each side of the coin, in conjunction with the ones below, sometimes 
two, and others, three characters. This peculiar arrangement does not seem 
to have been adopted by any other province. 

( To be contiftueii.) 



HAVE YOU RECEIVED CATALOGUE 

FOR THE 

MORTON-LYNCH SALE? 

If not, a Postal will brin^ it to you free of charge, by retorn mail. The sale contains 

over a thoitsand lots of interesting coins, Half cents to $50.00 gold piece. 

Many rarities in mint marks, varieties and conditions. Every Series 

of the United States Coinage is well represented. 

Send lor a catalope now. Tliere is someM ol interest to croryonG. 

NOW IN PREPARATION the Collection of MR. W. G. MATEER and others. 
Sale to take place in April. Let me place your name on my mailing list. 

I SOLICIT CONSIGNMENTS OF COINS FOR MY AUCTION SALE. Satisfactory 
and prompt Returns; Liberal Treatment. Write me for terms. I can do things to 
your vrant list. — 



B. MAX MEHL, 



NUMISMATIST 
Fort Worth, Texas 



For only 50c. I will send yon Mehrs Numismatic Monthly for 
a whole year. The best numismatist bargain of the century. 
Largest circulation of any numismatic publication in the world. 
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We Deal In 



■n 



RARE COINS I 



WjE OFFER FOR SALE 

$5.00 Norrls. Griggs & Norris, 1849 Reeded Edge, 
in uncirculated condition. Price .... 94 S.QO" 

Commonwealth Gold 20 Shilling Piece, in very good 
condition, 1652. Price S30.00 

Gold Crown, Elizabeth, in fine condition. 
Price ;. . S25.0O 

$50.00 Slug, 1851. Avery fine specimen, both ob- 
verse and reverse. Price . . . . . . S175.00 



Kendrick's Money Exchange 



I^BE 



128 Washington St.^ Boston, Mass* 

JOHN P. CONROY - Manager 




Pattern and 
€xpehtiicntdl Pieces 
BoudM and Sold 



I make this series a specialty, 
and have spcciiweiis that will 
interest any collector. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address 

E. H. ADAMS 

Pattern Expert 

40 Fourth A v., 

Brooklsni, N. Y. 
Tel. 13M Main 



L 



J 



Wholesale Lots 
of Coins 

100 U. S. Half Cents, averaae V. Good, $17.00 

100 U. S. Cent., before 1856. ** 2.50 

100 U. S. 2 Cent Pieces " 1.75 

50 U. S. 3 Cent Pieces. " 2.25 

50 U. S. \ Dimes. Silres, " 3.50 

25 U. S. K Dollars, before 1836. Fine. 15.00 

10 U. S. Trade Dollars, " 7.50 

10 U. S. Gold Dollars. " 22.00 

100 Foreign Coins, arerage Fine. 1.50 

50 Philippine 1 h \ Centaro' Uncirc./. 1.50 

100 Lincoln Cents. V. D. B., Uncirc., 2.25 

50 Lincoln Cents, 1909^10.11 " S. Mint. 2.50 

For Other Coins For Sale 

we refer you to Page 36, January, 1911, Numismatist. 

Our 1823 \ Dollar yet unsold. Price, $250.00. 

Absolutely guaranteed to be genuine, and will send on 
approval to any responsible collector, that he may ex. 
amine and prove to his own satisfaction its genuinness 
— prior to paying for it. 

Send Us Your Want List. 
Vastness of Stock A Feature. 

Send 1 5c in Stamps for 72 Page Illustrated Coin Book. 

ARNOLD NUMISMATIC COMPANY. 

ROOM 2. 
Ttie Arnold Building, Providence. R. I. 
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Wayte Raymond 



NUMISMATIST 



South Norwalk, Conn. 



Collecttons Catalogued for sale at auction In 

New York City, or bought Outright. 

Terms Very Reasonable. 

JUST PUBLISHED! 

1911 Price list of Canadian 
Coins in Stocic. 

IN PREPARATION: 

1. Catalogue of Sale to be held in New 
York in AprU. 

2. fixed Price List of Choice United States, 
For^gn and Ancient Gold, Silver and 
Copper Coins. 

ANY OF THE ABOVE SENT FREE ON REQUEST. 



^^■— " " ~ " •"" '^- " " T7" """~V 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



78 



THE NUMISMATIST 



Leo Hamburger 

General Numismatist 

Frankfort O* M. (Germany) 
Scheffelstrasse 24 



Regular Public Sales 



U.S. Bills of the Following Series Wanted 

Series Series 

1862 $1, $2. 1863 — $5. 

1869 ~ $1. $2, $5, $10 Jefferson. 
1871 — $1 Ger. Nat. Covington, Ky. 
1875 -- S2 " '* " " 

1875 ~ $2 Jefferson Red Seal 
1891 - NcPherson, Windom, Stanton 
1896 $1, $2. $5. 

Must be Unc. or Ex. Fine. State Price 
and No. Bills you have. 

JOHN A. LEWIS. Chicago, III.. U. S. A. 

253 No. Washtenaw Ave. 



OUR 5th 

MAIL AUCTION 

will take place 

MARCH 14th, 1911 

QAn I (itQ ^^ exceptionally fine 
UHU LUIOi offering of U. S. Gold, 
Silver and Copper. Send for a catalogue. 

ALEXANDER & CO. 

BsUbllshed 1873 
33 Devonshire St., BOSTON, MASS. 

DANIEL R. KENNEDY 

Auctioneer and Appraiser 



Numismatic, Philatelic and 
Antiquarian Salesroom 

14 West 29th Street 
New York Oity 



Trial Four Mont hs, ora r 400 pages, Ten Cents 

World's Greatest Collector Maflazine 

FOUNDED IN 1895. 

^he Philatelic West and 
Collector's World 

Superior, Nebraska, U.S.A. 

The oldest, largest moothly American G>Uecton* 
Paper. 100 pages each issue, replete with intetesttiig 
reading and advertising, illttstrated, pertaining to 
Stamps, Curios, G>ins, Postal Cards and Entire CoTcrs. 
Minerab, Relics of all kinds, Old Books, etc. OTcr 
3,600 pages issued in two years. 

An unimitated ezpensiTe meritorious feature is the 
publication in each number of illustrations of leadtng 
collectors and dealers of the worid. 

50 cents for 12 numbers f Foreign and 
Canada, $1 or 4s, Sample Free. 

L. T. BRODSTONE, Pabllsher, 

Superior, NebrMka, U.S.A. 

M0REY*S.8NAPS No. 26 

25 Large Cents, different dates, good or better 
25 Small " ;| ;*, '/, '/, „ 

25 Foreign Coins, 

25 Civil War Tokens, goodor better ^^ ^^ 
25 Hard Times " 

25 War, Confederate and Broken Bank Bills 
25 different Roman Coins attributed ."'"^ 

Send for my monthly circular of mail auction of 
Coins, etc., ending 23th of every month. 
H. E. MOREY, 41 W— hington St., Boston, M— 

WANTED FOR CASH— All kinds of 

Coins and entire Collections. No lot too 

large. What have you to offer? We 

have the ready cash at all times. 

Write us. 

Indianapolis Stamp & Coin Co.. 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

I have some nice Uncirculated U. S. 
Cents for sale, also some desirable Hard 
Times Tokens. Write me. Rvkrktt 
Van Voorhis, Nelsonville, N. Y. 

WANTED— The following numbers of 
the American Journal of Numismatics. 
Volume II, entire ; and No. 53 of Vol. 
VI. Rowland Wood, Brookline, Mass. 



SIXX) 
SIXX) 
.25 
.75 
$1.50 
$1.00 
$2.00 



WANTED— Copies of any date of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Boston 
Numismatic Society. Rowland Wood, 
93 Perry St., Brookline, Mass. 

WANTED— Volume 2 of The Numis- 
matist. Good price paid for same. De- 
cember number, 1905, March and April 
numbers, 1906. G. L. TILDEN. 377 
Main St., Worcester, Mass. _^__ 

MEHL'S NUMISMATIC MONTHLY. 
A Rouse Organ? NIT, Send fifty 
cents for a year's subscription and be 
convinced. If not satisfied after you 
receive twelve issues, money promptly 
refunded. P. O. Box 976, Ft. Worth, 
Texas. 
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SALE OF THE W00D6ATE 
AND OTHER COLLECTIONS 

I have catalogued, besides the Woodin Collection, which is to be sold 
on March 2nd, 3rd and 4th next Two Important Salks, the first be- 
ing the Merwin Sale, booked for Monday, March 6th, 20 East 20th Street, 
New York; and second, the Woodgate Collection of American Coins, 
booked for Friday, March 17th, the latter to be held at the Elder Auction 
Rooms, 32 East 23d Street, New York City. The Merwin Sale includes 

A Wide Variety of Gems, Jewelry, Egyptian, Greek and Roman intiqnes, 

Coins, ledals, Tokens, Ancient and Modern; 

AlsoPaperloney( 1300 Lots.) 

The Woodgate Sale has over 1500 lots of Coins, Medals, Tokens, Etc., with 
over 200 pieces of U. S. Fractional Currency. 

With three important sales, all to be held by me before March 18th 
next, eyes will be turned to New York for important numismatic records. 

Fourteen hundred Catalogues are being distributed of the Woodin 
Sale, 1700 of the Merwin, and 1200 of the Woodgate. In deciding where 
you will dispose of your coin collections or duplicates, please bear'in mind 
that I have sold over l35,ooo worth of coins since September ist last. 

THOAHAS L. ELDER. Cataloguer 

32 East Twenty Third Street NEW YORK CITY 



I Hold a Public Auc^ 
tion Sale of Coins, 
Medals and Paper 

Money Every Month 

^ Your name entered on my 
distribution list, without charge 
or obligation. 

LYMAN R LOW, 

14 East 23rd St., 
New York. N. Y. 



For Sale 

Complete Volumes of 

"The Nnmismatist" 

for years 1894- 1895- 1896- 
1897-1898 and 1899 at 

$1.25 Per Volume 

$7.00 for the Six Years. 

Address all orders to 

G. L. TILDEN 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
877 Main Street, Woreester.Mass. 
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BEN G. GREEN, Numlsmalist, 

1585 Masonic Temple, Chicago, IlL I 



Large Sales Monthly Until Summer Comes Again 



I 



THE only numismatic dealer in the West holding PUBLIC AUCTION 
SALES. Located in the heart of the coin collection district of the 
country. Exceptional opportunities for obtaining and disposing of fine 
specimens. One coin or entire collections purchased or sold on commission. 



I 



A Catalog: for the Asking: * • * • Send Your Want List 
The Numismatic Collector*s Best Companion, 

Creen'8 Reference and Check- Book. 

A pocket size book, printed and ruled for keeping complete record of a collection : condition, 
price paid, when and from whom purchased, etc. Gives the number of pieces of e^ery denomination 
coined for each year and from every U. S. mint, and a complete list of Territorial Gold. Fractional 
Currency and Encased Postai^e Stamps. The rarity of any U. S. coin at a glance. Particularly 
valuable for mint mark collectors. Blank space provided for additions of future years' coinage, making 
it perpetual. Blank pages for list of Colonials, books, etc. 1 1 2 pages and supplements to 1 909. 
Price, boards, $1 ; Flexible leather, gilt edges, $1.25. Every user a booster. If you have not seen It. 
order one. Money back if you are not delighted. Compiled, published and 
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Sold by BEN G. GREEN, NMonio Templo, Chfoatfo, III. 



JUN KOBAYAGAWA CO. 

Nomlsnatlsts and Philatelists 

p. 0. Box 2 1 4 34 Water St. 
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN. 

Experts of Far Eastern Coins 

C FECIAL Periodical Offers 
of curious and rare coins 
of the Far East. Price lists 
sent free on application. 

Correspondence Solicited. 

All inquiries answered 

if stamp for return 

postage is sent. 



Nombers of all 

Principal European and Amorioan 

Numismatic and Pliilatelic 

Societies. 



U. S. Coins 
Cheap! 

Gold DQllars, Fine ^ , » , ^ 

Threc^Dollar Gold Pes., Fine « *> -. ^ 

Five-Dollar " " 1806-08.0941.13 each 

Silver Dollar, 1795, very good ^ , , 

•• 1796. ""..-- 
** 1798, •• " , , . 

" 1799, ""..-. 

1877. Minor Proof Sets .... 

1877, 5c piece Proof . . . . . 

1873, 2c ** " ..... 

1793, Cent Chain, very good . . . . 

1793, Cent Wreath, " " ... 

Isabella Quarter, unc. . . . . . 

Lafayette Dollar, fine ...... 



S2.40 
$4.75 
S10.00 
$4.03 
$4.S0 
$3.00 
$3.00 
$6.00 
S4J0O 
$3.75 
SSJOO 
$7.50 
.75 
$2.00 



FRED MICHAEl & BRO., 

72 Dearborn St., 

Chicago, Illinois. 
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In 1796 an interesting type of halfpenny token was issued: Obverse, a view 
of a building, legend, BIRM^ POOR HOUSE HALFPENNY TOKEN PAYABLE 
THERE. 

Reverse, a beehive and bees, legend, FOR THE USE OF THE PARISH. 
In the exergue, in script characters, /. Aisfon Fecit ^ 1796. Some have an en- 
grailed, and some a plain rounded edge. (No. 4.) 

These specimens appear in bright copper ; copper coated with a composition 
called simclor, and have a waved circle of the copper left plain ; some are sil- 
vered. Six pounds were struck. 

Pye states that Wyon was the artist, Kempson the manufacturer and that J 
Alston was the proprietor. The inscription in the exergue of the reverse is some- 
what mysterious. By Pye's statement it appears as if Alston was the issuer, but I 
would suggest that he received the order from the authorities, and, as certain so- 
called manufacturers of the present day do, transferred or sub-contracted the work 
to another man. viz, Kempson. The Rev. W. R. Hay, M. A., vicar of Rochdale, 
in his manuscript notes, has the following: "In September, 1796, I learnt at 
Birmingham that Maiuwariug was dead and one W. Lutwyche, then living at the 



No. 4 

top of Temple Street, had bought his dies. Hancock had given up the business as 
had Jorden; who had gone into a manufactory for patent window frames, and lived 
at No II Great Charles Street. Jorden told me Wyon had left off business, but I 
understood otherwise, and that he was executing dies for Kempson and Nevill, 
who were manufacturers (i. e , took off the impressions). Kempson and Nevill 
were successors to Alston of Birmingham, or Wigmore, Alston & Co. Wigmore, 
Alston & Co. were button-makers at Bread Street, Newhall Street." (The word 
Wigmore in the manuscript notes is probably a clerical error.) 



No. 5 



No. 6 

If only six pounds were struck, they would not be of much service as currency; 
possibly they were issued as an experiment. In the nineteenth century, the Over- 



Digitized by 



Google 



APRIL, 1911 115 

seers issued silver tokens for half a crown, a shilling, and six pence. The half 
crown or 2s. 6d. is exceedingly rare. I do not remember an instance of one 
appearing in a sale from 1901, when the Davis specimen was sold, until May 5th, 
1910, when this specimen was sold. It and the other tokens theu disposed of had 
been collected by the late Robert Oliver of Newcastle-on-Tyne, who was con- 
temporary with the period of issue. Possibly the half crowns were only speci- 
mens, and never actually got into currency. The following year a large quantity 
of tokens for one shilliug were issued, and in 181 2 tokens for six pence. 

There is a pattern penny of very fine design. Obverse — a view of the work- 
house; above it, BIRMINGHAM; below it, 1811. Reverse — a shield of arms; 
above it, ONE PENNY; below it, TOKEN. Some of these were struck with a 
plain edge and others show slight traces of a central thread-milling 



No. 7 



No. 8 

The three pence was struck in a collar, the blanks being centrally thread- 
milled on the edge. Pennies of a similar design with a thread-milled edge, but 
not struck in a collar, were issued in 181 2, 1813 and 1814. P. Wyon was the die- 
sinker. The silver tokens were withdrawn from circulation July 5th, 1814, but the 
copper ones had an extension of circulation granted until March 25th. 1823. This 
by reason of the fact that though there was a re-issue of regal silver in 1817, there 
was none of copper. 

Thomas Sharp, in his Catalogue of Sir George Chetwynd's Tokens (privately 
printed in 1834 for distribution among friends) gives Willetts as the die-sinker for 
the three pence tokens and also for the copper token for six pence. Of this latter, 
seven genuine specimens are known, and as there is an imitation, of the same 
diameter as the token for three pence, but double the thickness, and ^hich. so far 
as appearance goes, has nothing to indicate that it is not an original specimen, I 
record the following : The known rarity of the genuine specimen, induced an 
individual to have a pair of dies cut and a number oi specimens struck. I have 
been told that 32 in copper were struck on thick flans, and six on thin flans. 
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These latter show a fine grained ritn, instead of the plain one as on the thick 
specimens; they are also about one-thirtysecond of an inch larger in diameter. 
There is a gold specimen on a thin flan and one in silver on a thick flan and one 
on a thin one. 

Before the fraud was discovered, a specimen on a thick copper flan was sold 
at auction in Birmingham In 1889. and realized £21. It was bought for a Birm- 
ingham gentleman. After a while another was put up for sale along with some 
coins and a cabinet. The lot was sold for £25. Soon after the sale the purchaser 
offered the copper six pence to a friend of mine in Birmingham for £12. who ulti- 
mately gave £10 for it. Not long after this the forgery was discovered. I am 
told that all the thick specimens in copper, with the exception of six, have been 
defaced by filing across, and the dies mutilated so that no more can be struck. In 
addition to two genuine specimens, I have the imitation for which £21 was paid, 
also two specimens of the defaced ones, and one of the six in bright copper on a 
thin flan. 

It will be noticed that the silver and copper tokens, as issued in the 19th 
century, were redeemable with a "One Pound note.'* I have specimens of two 
designs for a " One Pound ** note and also one for " Five Pounds.'* Besides these, 
there are four different designs for notes for five shillings, and six designs for notes 
for two shillings and six pence. 










l^ 



^<, /j/ <"■ ' /r'f'///f / ^//^r f^<f. /Z#/V 




Rnt^ ( (>cr,Uo^/-y. 

On one of the five shilling notes, and on two of those for two shillings and six 
pence, is a view of the Workhouse, and also an intimation that they are " For the 
convenience of paying the Poor," and that they were *' Payable every Wednesday 
when eight are brought together," that for five shillings being "when four are 
brought together." As these have the date partly printed, viz. **i8o,'* the infer- 
ence is that they passed current before the silver and copper tokens were issued. 
The date on the One Pound notes being only "18," they were probably issued in 
conjunction with the tokens in 181 1 and later. The date on the Five Pound note 
had to be entirely written. 

William Hutton, in his History of Birmingham (1808), although giving details 
as to the amounts collected and disbursed for the poor, makes no mention of any 
tokens or notes. The later ones had not been issued, but he surely must have 
known of the earlier ones and of the notes. 



"PICKLING" COINS WITH ACID. 

Few people are aware that all coins that come from a mint must be " pickled." 
The "pickling" follows an annealing process, which hardens the metal, and re- 
moves the copper oxide which the intense heat of the furnaces has caused to form 
on the surfaces of the blank metal disks. The " pickling " is done with sulphuric 
acid and the coins are allowed to remain in the bath but a moment. When they 
are removed, they are dried in sawdust and then passed on to the die machines 
which stamp the figures on the two sides. From Popular Mechanics for Novem- 
ber. 
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MODERN CHINESE COPPER COINS 



By H. A. Ramsden, F. R. N. S. 



Entered in tV, F. Dunham Manuscript Prize Competition, 



Continued from last month. 



PEI YANG. 



Fig. 56 



Fig. 57 



Fijf. 58 





Fij?. 64 Fi^. 65 

3 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 58. 

Rev. As Fig. 57. 

4 1 cash. 153^ mm. Yellow brass. 
Ob. As Fig. 64. 

Rev. As Fig. 65. The two characters on each side mean **Pei Yang." The 
value is stated by the remaining four characters. 



vSHANG-TUNG. 



Fig. 59 




Fig. 60 



Fig. 6 1 



(s) SHANG TUNG. 



1. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. 59. 
Rev. As Fig. 60. 
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2. 
3. 



4. 
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8ame as preceding, but of yellow bniss and 29 mm. 

Same as preceding, but "irregular." 

While the specimen struck in copper is a perfect coin, the two in bniss are of 
very inferior workmanship. 

10 cash. 2Sli wim. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig. .59. 
Rev. As Fig. 61 

TSIXG-KIAXG. 




Fi^. 62 



Fig. 63 



(i) TSIXG KIANG. 

1. 10 cash. 28 mm. Red copper. 
Ob. As Fig; 62. 

Rev. As Fig. 63. • 

2. Same as preceding, but the dotted circle on tlie Rev. is larger, while the characters 

surrounding the coin are smaller A rosette is added to the centre. 

3. Same as preceding, but "irregular." 

4. Same as No. 2, but the rosette in the centre is bigger and the characters round the 

coin are larger, especially the two meaning "Tsing Kiang. " 
For the other coins of this province, see Chin Kiang. 



(u) MISCELLANEOUS. 





Fig. 66 



Fi«. 67 



I cash 17 mm. Yellow brass. 

Ob. As Fig. 66. 

Rev. As Fig. 07. The two characters above mean "Kwong Su" (period) the 

two below express the value, while the two on each sideindicate the year (19)08. 

represented by the fifth character of the Ten Stems in combination with the 

ninth of the Twelve Branches. The incu.*<ed character in the centre stands 

for Nan King, in an abbreviated form. 

>'ame as preceding, but with the incused countermark in the centre for Hu Peh. 



( To he continued.) 
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THE COMMERCIAL DOLLAR 

BY EDGAR H. ADAMS. 

There is no more voluminous nor more interesting series of pattern pieces than 
that of the commercial and trade dollar, which embraces some of the most iuter- 
estinfr desij^ns that were ever produced at the mint. Many of these pieces are of 
great rarity, especially those of the ** Commercial '* type, which was the predeces- 
sor of the trade dollar itself. The varieties of the pattern trade dollar will be 
dealt Mritb later in The Numismatist. 



' ^ ^ Tlie first of the commercial dollars made its appearance in 1871, bearing the 

well-known seated Indian Princess of James B. Longacre on the ^l^^f^' ®"^^ *^ 
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was used on the pattern silver dollar of 1870. The reverse of this piece showed the 
design of the commercial dollars that were issued from that year until the last 
made its appearance in 1876. 

The reverses of all the commercial trade dollars were identical, but there were 
eight different styles of the obverse. In 1871, in addition to the Longacre Indian 
Princess design there was another of similar design, executed after the same pat- 
tern by William Barber. The Barber design can be distinguished by the flag con- 
taining but thirteen stars, while the Longacre flag shows twenty-two weakly struck 
stars. The third commercial dollar of 1871 bore the Christian Gobrecht obverse of 
the well-known seated figure of Liberty, the same borne by the regular silver 
dollar of 1871. 

In [H72 there were three additional commercial dollars. The first was that of 
the Longacre design of 187 1, but with the stars on the flag more sharply outlined. 
The second desifzn was that of Barber, with the date 1872. The third design was 
the Gobrecht obverse, as on the regular issue. 

The next commercial dollar to be issued was dated 1875, which bore an obverse 
entirely different from those of the preceding years. Liberty was shown seated by 
the sea-shore, with a ship in the distance. A design similar to this was shown on 
one of the pittern twenty-cent pieces of 1875. Beneath the base is a ribbon, on the 
folds of which is the motto ** In God We Trust." The reverse is the same as that 
of the other commercial dollars. 

The last commercial dollar was dated 1876. The obverse of this piece shows 
the seated figure of Liberty similar to that on the commercial dollar of 1875, bat 
the stars around the border are omitted, and beneath the base is the motto *' In 
God We Trust " in very small letters, in a straight line, and inclosed by au orna- 
mental rectangular frame. 

The latter piece is the rarest of all the commercial dollars. The exact number 
of commercial dollars is not known, nor does it seem probable that this information 
ever will be obtainable, but every variety is very rare, and it is not probable that 
more than a dozen specimens of any single variety are in existence. This figure 
would in all probability be a very liberal maximum. 

Of the commercial dollar dated 1876 there is a record that there were two 
struck in silver and four in copper. 

Following is a condensed list of the known varities of the commercial dollars: 

No. I. 1871. Longacre's design. Rev. ''Commercial." Silver. Copper. 
Plain edge. Reeded edge. 

No. 2. 187 1. Longacre *s design, executed by Barber. Silver. Copper. 
Plain edge. Reeded edge. 

No. 3. 1871. Gobrecht*s design. (The regular obverse of the year.) Rev. 
"Commercial." Silver. Copper. Plain edge. Reeded edge. 

No. 4. 1872. Longacre's design. Rev. *' Commercial.'; Silver. Copper. 
Plain edge. Reeded edge. 

No. 5. 1872. Longacre's design, executed by Barber. Rev. "Commercial." 
Silver. Copper. Plain edge. Reeded edge. 

No. 6. 1872. Gobrecht's design. ( The regular obverse of the year.) Rev. 
"Commercial.** Silver. Copper. Plain edge. Reeded edge. 

No. 7. 1875. Seated figure of Liberty at sea-shore, with steamship in the dis- 
tance, Thirteen stars around border. Motto " In God We Trust '* on folds of rib- 
bon beneath base of Liberty. Rev. "Commercial.*, Silver, 6 struck. Copper^ 
8 struck. Aluminum, 2 struck. Reeded edge. 

No. 8. 1876. Seated figure same as No. 7, but no stars around the border, 
and the motto " In God We Trust ** beneath the base inclosed by rectangular orna- 
mental border, or frame. Stiver, 2 struck. Copper, 4 struck. Reeded edge. 
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THE NEW SCANDINAVIAN COINAGE. 

The two plates of illustrations accompaoyiog this number represent 'the 
recent issues in copper and silver for Norway and Sweden. 

NORWAY. 
Two types of the silver two kronor were struck bearings; dales 1906 and 1907. 
These commemorate the dissolution of the union between Norway and Sweden. 
Both Houses of the Riksdag passed the Government bill sanctioning the repeal of 
the Act of Union on October i6th, 1905. 

The new coins of Haakon VII., the present King, are as follows, the dates 
given beinfic the year of their first appearance : 

Silver two kronor, 1908. Silver ten ore, 1909. 

Silver one kronor, 1908. Copper five ore, 1908. 

Silver fifty ore, 1909 Copper two ore, 1909. 

Sliver twenty-five ore, 1909. Copper one ore, 1908, 

SWEDEN. 
The silver medal was issued in connection with the golden wedding of King 
Oscar II. and Queen Sophia Wilhelmina Mariana Henrietta of Nassau. They 
were married on June 6th, 1857, and she was crowned as Queen of Sweden on May 
I2th, 1873. This medal was struck by the Swedish Numismatic Society of 
Stockholm. 

During the reign of Oscar II., no four Riksdaler pieces were struck, and upon 
the occasion of the above-mentioned anniversary, the Swedish Numismatic Society 
receivetl permission to strike their medal of exactly the same size and design as 
the obsolete Riksdaler, the only change being that the name of the Society was 
substituted one the reverse in place of the value. 

In 1907, two types of the two kronor pieces appeared. One to commemorate 
the go'.den wedding, and the other to mark the twenty-fifth regnal year, the King 
having succeeded his brother, Charles XV, on September i8th, 1872. Actually 
thirty-five years of the reign had elapsed and the issuing of this coin is belated 
ten years. 

The new coins of the present King, Gustav V. consist of the following pieces : 
Silver two kronor, 31 mill. Issued May 3rd, 1910. 374,725 struck. 
** one kronor, 25 mill. Issued Oct. 17th, 1910. 311,887 struck. 
*' twenty-five 6 e, 17 mill. Issued Nov. 15th, 1910. 
** ten ore, 15 mill. Issued Oct. 25th, 1909. 1,610,460 struck. 
Copper five ore, 27 mill. Issued Oct. 25th, 1909. 749.790 struck in 1909. 

30,600 " •• 1910. 
** two ore, 21 mill. Issued Oct. 25th, 1909. 797,500 struck in 1909. 

701,300 '* ** 1910 
" one ore, 16 mill. Issued Oct. 25th, 1909 1,560,800 struck in 1909. 
'* •* •• ** ** •• 168,800 struck in 1 910. 

The silver fifty ore will be twenty-two mill, in diameter. 

J. de L. 



THE CENT OF 1804 



To THB Editor of the Numismatist: 

In Doughty 's description of the varieties of the 1804 U. S. cent he says that 
*'this is the only year in which the figure O of the date is directly over the O of 
"OP *' on the reverse." George Rice repeats this statement in an article publish- 
ed in Thk Numismatist of 1901 entitled *' The Copper Cent of the Unite 1 States." 
In his summary of this article he calls attention to the fact that Mr. Jeffries Wy- 
mann informed him that he had a specimen of the 1801 cent with the reverse frac- 
tion jfiff with the O of the date directly over the O of **OF," and Mr. Rice was 
able to confirm this by finding a similar specimen. After reading these statem nts 
I examined a large number ojf cents and found that I had the 180 [ as mentioue*! by 
Wymann and also the cents of 1803 ( Doughty's No. 194 and No. 195) exhibit t his 
«ame relation. And I find, that I have two varieties of 1807 ( neither of which is 
given in Doughty ) in which the O of the date is directly over the O of ** OF." I 
would like to know if there are any other years in which this condition exists, and 
would sugk^est that all 1804 cents be looked over to determine whether there is not 
a reverse in which the O of date is not over the O of "OF." 
Philipsburg, Pa. Charlbs E. McGirk, M. D. 
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The death of Roty foHowinj^ that of Pr^miet last September, deprives the 
French nation of two of her most noted medallists in the period of less than a year. 
Both of these men can be justly ranked as the ^reat revivers of the medallic art in 
Prance durinjic the clo-*e of the nineteenth century, and their subjects were treated 
with the greatest skill in obtaining the most delicate results. X^^ '^^"i^ ^^ ^''^~ 
miet, like that of Landseer and Rosa Bonheur, rests largely on his talent in de- 
pleting animal life, and he devoted almost his entire artistic career to the mod- 
elling of gorillas, c.imels, elephants, bears and domestic quadrupeds. Roty excell- 
ed in delineations of the human fii;ure and it has always impressed us that one of 
the distinguishing characteristics of his portraits is their saturnine and melan- 
choly expressions. While the faces in his celebrated triptych "Charles Chris- 
tofle " are the embodiment of seriousness, those in his plaqueltes *' In labore 
quies,*' ** Him," and others, from their moosity and dejectedness must satisfy the 
most critical admirer of realism. 



We observe that the managers of the Delaware and Hudson railroad system 
have arranged a new schedule of rates for passeugers in which all fares are divisi- 
ble by five. The ostensible object of this reform is stated to be the saving of time 
to their agents in making small change when selling tickets ; but on the other 
hand oue sees in this new movement a tendency to abolish our old time friebd, the 
copper cent. 

Now we are of the opinion that the numismatic pawn is not going to be elim- 
inated from the chees-board so very easily. It may be true that the fares on 
trolley-lines, the tips to waiters, the prices of theatre tickets, and the majority of 
medicinal preparations and packed food-stuffs are represented by the figure five 
and its multiples, but the Post Office Department in its sale of stamps, the pub- 
lisher of the daily newspapers, and the large department stoies in advertising^ 
their reductions from well established rates of certain common household necessi- 
ties, will keep the little copper cent in circulation. 



The attention of medallists is called to the fact that Charles Dickens was born 
on February 7th, 1812. As without doubt centennial celebrations will be held 
next year, we suggest that the hundredth anniversary of the great novelist's birth 
be commemorated by some appropriate medal or plaque. The ensuing year is, in 
truth, the centenary of a number of historical events, many of which may prove 
resourceful to those who wish to perpetuate them iu metal. Among others are 
Bonaparte's Russian campaign including the decisive battle of Borodino and subse- 
quently the siege of Moscow, as well as several important naval actions in our war 
with England. 
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THE MONTH'S MISCELLANY. 

The directors of the Bank of Pittsburgh, Pa., have issued a bronze medal in 
commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the bank's found injj^. It is 
77 millimetres in diameter and the obverse represents a view of the building in 
high relief. The reverse bears a tablet stating that this is the oldest bank in the 
United States west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

At the sale of the E. J. Woodgate collection on March 17th, held by Thomas 
I4. Elder, the following prices were realized : 



No. 

213 Voltaire medal of Washington, 

uncirculated fo-25 

214 Lafayette medal, bronze proof, 2.50 

215 Mortuary Lalayette silver medal, 

proof 3.50 

395 Breuuer's Lincoln plaque 2.50 

521 Cent, 1794, very fine 4.00 

571 Califoiuid guld dollar, 1854, 

extra fine, octagonal 4.C0 

578 Dollar, 1795; about unc 6.00 



No. 
639 Half dollar, 1794; very fine. $14.25 

939 Pattern 5c. insiiver, 18S5 16 75 

940 Paite. n ic. in silver, 1685 20.00 

<,90 Three dollars, 1885; proof. . 8.50 

1277 Quarter ea«le, 1807, unc 1425 

1484 Pattern dollar, 1885, in alu- 
minum 12.00 

1513 Stella (I4 00). Morgan design 

in copper, 1880 23.50 



The Citcle of the Friends of the Medallion have issued a bronze medal of St. 
Brendan, who it is claimed discovered this continent. The designer ia J. F. 
Mobray-Clarke, and the size is 90 millimetres. 

At the annual meeting of the Yokohama Numismatic Society, held on January 
31st, Mr. H. A. Kamsden was unanimously elected President and Mr. M. Fujita, 
Secretary, fur the ensuing year. 

Dr. Jacob Hirsch of Munich has opened a permanent gallery of antiquities in 
the Rue St. Honoi^, Paris, and will handle objects relating to numismatics, arch- 
sev>logy, and Mediaeval and Renaissance art. 

At the sale of the Pena collection held by Lyman H. Low on March 27, some 
of the prices realized were as follows : 

No. 

419 Ulrica Eleanora, I7i9half daler, 

Swedish plate niuuey $ 6.75 

420 Frederick 1 , 1748 halt daler, 

Swedish plate money 5.35 

46^ Quarter eagle, 1804, veiy fine 1850 

467 JMclia, 1879, proof 81.00 

468 Eagle. 1795. very fine 29.00 

469 Eagle, 1796, very fine 27.00 

471 Eagle, 1798 over '97; fine. . . . 82 00 



No. 

472 Eagle, 1799, uncirculated.. . . I25 00 

473 Eagie, 1799, *^xtra fine 23.CO 

474 Eagle, 1800, extra fine 24.00 

475 Eag.e. 1801. uncirculated 25.50 

477 E.tgie, 1804, fine 28.50 

478 OctagoUdl fifiy dollars, Augustus 

Humbert, 1852, fine 155.00 

479 Dollar, i8j6, fine 14.00 



Mr. Maximilian Go'dsteiu, 22 Soliieskistrasse. Lemberg, Galicia, Austria, who 
is an authority on the subject of Polish numismatics, informs us that he is perfectly 
willing at all times to impart any information concerning the coins of Poland to 
any of our subscribers who may be interested iu these issues. Mr. Goldstein is a 
corresponding member of the numisuiaiic societies at Ciacow, Vienna, and Berlin, 
and we accept his kind offer with thanks on behalf of our readeis. 

A new and enlarged edition of Dr. Barclay V. Head's Historia Numviorum^ a 
MaunaL of Greek Numismatics^ has just appeared. In its compilation Dr. Head 
has been assisted by Messrs. G. F. Hill, George Macdonald and W. Woith, and ths 
revised work has been extended to about one thousand pages. 

Under the auspices of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts several Sunday after- 
noon free lectures have been held upon the subjects of numismatics, paintings. 
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3>rif]t8, etc., and visitors to Boston can spend a pleasant and profitable afternoon 
there. Mr. Howland Wood lectures occasionally in the Fifth Century Room where 
the Syracusan Coins are exhibited. 

The interest in the collecting of coins of the Thaler denomination is not on the 
decline, as some of the prices realized at the sale of the collection of Dr. A. H. 
Ahrens, referred to in our February issue, testify. The figures given are the 
approximate equivalents for Reichsmarks, the sale having been held in Frank- 
furt a. M. 



No. 
46 Undated Thaler of Moritz of 

Bentheim (i625-'74), v. g. . I59.00 
94. Durgmilchling, Heinrich Her- 
mann. Thaler, 1610; fine... 41.00 
185 Haag, Ladislaus. Thaler, 1549; 

fine 90.00 

201 Hanau-Iyichtenberg, Philip V. 

Thaler, 1597; very fine 144.00 

256 Hatzfeld, Sebastian. Thaler, 

1597; fine 30.00 

257 Same. Melchior (i6;^o-'58) 

Thaler, n. d.; very fine 2800 

261 Hohenlohe, CommunityThaler, 

1595; fine 54.00 

281 Same. Craft & Georg Fried- 
rich. Thaler, 1623; ex. fine 61.00 

462 Leiningen, Johann Ludwig. 

Thaler. 1623; very good... 60.00 

582 Lippe-Schaumburg, Albert Wolf- 
gang. Thaler, 1748; unc. -. 34.00 

638 Lowenstein-Rochelort, Johann 

Dietrich. Thaler, 1624; v. f. 56.00 

706 Mansfeld. Giinther IV., etc. 

Thaler, 1526; very fine 42.00 

878 Same. Heinrich II. Thaler, 

1595; very fine 45.00 

973 Moutfort. Ulrich IV. Half- 
gulden Thaler, 1573; v. f . . 70.00 

983 Same. Hugo IV. Thaler, 1622; 

fine 41.00 

1019 Same. Anton. Thaler, 1723; 

extra fine 61 00 

1020 Same. Anti - Reformation 

Thaler, 1730; unc 3400 

102 1 Same. Thaler, 1731; fine... 80.00 



No. 

1086 Oettingen. Albert Ernst I 

Thaler, 1675; fine I29.00 

1 196 Rantzau. Christian. Thaler, 

1657; very fine 44 00 

1 212 Reuss. Heinrich II. Thaler, 

1624; fine 38.00 

135 1 Rietberg. Johann III. Thaler, 

1625; inedited; very good.. 65.C0 

1369 Same. Johann IV. (i640-'6o) 

Thaler; n. d.; extra fine... 54.00 

141 8 Say n- Wittgenstein. Ludwig 

Christian. Thaler, 1667; e.f. 36.00 

1665 Solms. Wilhelm und Rein- 
hard. Thaler. 1623; v. g.. 32.00 

1715 Same. Christian August. 
Thaler, 1770; unc; (view of 
Laubach) 42.00 

1723 Stolberg, Wolfgang. Ludwig, 

etc. Thaler, 1550; very fine 32.00 

1724 Same. Thaler, 1553; v. g... 29.00 
1744 Same. Wolfgang, Ernst, 

Johann, etc. '1 haler, 1598; f. 42 00 

1753 Same. Johann und Heinrich. 

(i6o6-'i2) Thaler; n. d.; v. f. 45.00 

1766 Same. Christoph und Hein- 
rich Wolrad. Thaler, 1632, 
unc 50.00 

1793 Same Chrisloph Friedrich 
und Jost Christian. Double 
Thaler. T719; very fine.... . 72.00 

1865 Trautson. Paul Sixt. Triple 

Thaler, 1618; fine 46.00 

1885 Waldeck. Georg Friedrich, 

etc. Thaler, 1653; very fine. 59 00 

1937 Wallenstein. Albrecht. Thaler. 

1626; extra fine 51.00 

1938 Same. Thaler, 1631; ext. fine 5900 



Mr. D. L. Hewitt, the Mayor of Chester, has written a letter to the London 
Daily Mail suggesting that the English mint strike a coronation penny ** capable 
of being used as a medal, /. ^., perforated for a ribbon, the current value to remain." 

There died last month in Marseilles at the age of 70, Edouard Chaix, popularly 
known as ** Le premier Sauveteur de France." During his life he saved no less 
than 53 individuals from death, and at the time of his decease he was the recipient * 
of the cross of the Legion of Honor, as well as thirteen medals, among the latter 
being the gold medal of the highest class, which was conferred upon him in 1888. 

Mr. J. de Lagerberg sends us the following interesting note : On the 29th of 
October, 1901, at an auction in Stockholm, an eight daler piece of Charles X. of 
Sweden, dated 1658. sold for 2500 Kronor (about $670). This, the highest price 
ever realized at auction in Sweden for a single coin, probably occurred on account 
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of the great rarity of this plate money; yet about the same time forty-three more 
were found while dredging in the harbor of Riga, Russia, one dated 1657, and the 
remainder of the year 1659 ! 

Some of the prices realized at the Morton-Lynch sale conducted by B. Max 
Mehl on March nth were as follows: 

No. No. 

53 Eagle, 1907, wire edge; first 889 Cent, 1799; good |27-5o 

issue; uncirculated I30.00 894 Cent, 1804; broken die; y. f . . 30 00 

54 Same with flat border; 2d issue; 954 Small cent, 1856; proof - 9.85 

only 50 struck; unc 150.00 loio Silver dollar. 1836; C. Gobrecht 

56 Half eagle, 1795; extra fine- • . 25.50 on ba«e; fine 20 00 

161 Gold dollar, 1864; unc 25 00 1020 Coufederate re-strike half dol- 

182 Moffat & Co. I20.00. 1853; unc. 42 00 lar, 1861; very fine io.75 

212 Silver dollar, 1836; C. Gobrecht 1032 Carolina. C. Bechtler. fc 00; 

on base; brilliant proof 25.00 very good 27.00 

467 Quarter dollar, 1853 over ^52; 1033 Quarter eagle, 1804; v. g 1500 

without arrows; unc 1365 1052 Augustus Humbert. I50.00, 

882 Cent, 1793; wreath; about fine 1000 1851; octagonal; about fine. 2 15. 00 

Among the items rescued from the burned Capitol building at Albany, N. Y., 
were three buckets full of coins, which formerly were in the collection in the State 
Library. These coins were in an excellent state of preservation in many cases and 
thev were carried to the wash-room of the Executive Chamber, where they were 
carefully cleaned and then removed to the safe deposit vaults of the Albany Trust 
Company. An almost complete collection of U. S. silver dollars from 1794 to 1896 
inclusive are among them. 

In the month of February last the mint at Utrecht, Holland, was moved to 
new quarters in a modern building with splendid equipment. This Was found to 
be absolutely necessary, as this mint besides the regular issues also strikes coins 
for the Dutch colonies numbering from forty to fifty million pieces annually. 

There has recently been erected in the parish church of Abbots Langley, in 
Hertfordshire, England, a beautiful marble memorial to the late Sir John Kvans, 
who died in 1908. 

Coinage executed at the mints of the United States during the month of 
March, 1911. 

Denomination. Pieces. Value. Denomination. Pieces. Value. 

Double Eagles.. 404.784 $8,095,680.00 Five Cents 12,123,359 $606,167.95 

Eagles 505.533 5.055.33000 One Ceut 4,644,774 46,447.74 

Half Eagles 408.038 2,040.190.00 

Total Minor. 16.768,133 $652,615.69 

Total Gold ... . i,;i8,355 $15,191,200.00 

. Total Coinage-. 18,627,058 $15,897,977.19 
Half Dollars... 190 $95oo 

Quarter Dollars 190 47-50 Coinage for Government of the Phil- 
Dimes 540,190 54,019.00 I ippine Islands: One Centavos, 1,000,- 

000 pieces; value, 10,000 Pesos. 

Total Silver. . 540570 $54»i6i.5o [ 

Mr. Daniel E. Houpt of Norristown, Pa., has secured all but two varieties 
(1854 D. and 1875) of the three dollar gold pieces. He bought his 1873 from the 
original owner who obtained it from the Philadelphia mint at the time they were 
struck, and it is of course a brilliant proof. The majority of the twenty-five three 
dollar gold pieces coined in that year are slightly concave, due to a defect appear- 
ing in the die after the first eight or ten were struck. 
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At Ben G. Green*s SHle of March 3i8t a new high record was made for the gold 
dollar of 1865. Some of the prices were as follows : 



No 

109 Cent, 1793; wreath; fine $ 5 35 

167 Dollar, 1794; good 80 00 

249 Half cent, 1795; lettered edge; 

fine 3.10 

257 Cent, 1798; very fine 2.20 

325 Gold dollar, 1865; semi-proof. 37.50 



No. 

326 Gold dollar, 1877; semi-proof •$ 9 00 
399 Three cents, nickel. 1877; unc. 3.20 
417 Half dime. 1794; very good- . - 3.50 

442 Twenty cents, 1877; proof 3.30 

443 Twenty cents, 1878; proof 3.30 



Mr. Green announces that his 6ist sale will be held in the latter pirt of April 
or early 'in May, and that it will contain some very lare patterns and Canadian 
tokens, as well as rare U. S. gold coins. 

The new two, three anl five mark pieces issued to commemorate the ninetieth 
birthday of Prince Luitpold of Bavaria have appeared. 

On March 23rd some workmen digging on an estate in Hono. Sweden, discov- 
ered two partly decayed boxes containing an immense collection of copper coins 
ranging from the four Daler to the one ore piece. All were issued prior to 1700 
and the total *'find'' weighed between three and four hundred pounds. 

The Committee on BKhibitious appointed by the Chicago Numismatic Society 
for the furthcoming A. N. A. Convention extend an invitation to the members to 
exhibit anything that would be of interest, and any one contemplating exhibiting 
coins, etc., may communicate with the committee, which consists of Messrs. M. P. 
Carey, F. M. Tuckermau and Ben G. Green. Those who contemplate exhibitini^ 
may feel assured that their property will be safely guarded. 

In our February issue on page 71 we referred to a double page article in the 
Illustrated London News of January 28th. The latter date should be Feb- 
ruary nth. 

At the sale of the first portion of the Salbach collection held in Amsterdam 
on February 20th and following days, some of the prices realized were as follows : 



No. 

I Silver medal of Philip II. 1559. 

Betts No. 3 I64.00 

17 Silver medal of Philip IV. 1624. 

Betts No. 22 68.00 

18 Same in bronze 65.00 

19 Silver medal, 1628. Betts No. 23. 5600 

20 Silver medal, 1629. BettsNo. 24. 56.00 
664 Gold medal issued on occasion 

of the Chilian fleet's visit to 
Rio de Janeiro, 1889 ;^.oo 



No. 
937 Gold essay of a medal of Simon 

Bolivar.struck at Cuzco,i825 60.00 

1096 Gold medal on the 54th anni- 
versary of the independence 
of Peru. 1875 74.00 

1202 Gold medal by C. K. Bryant 
on the completion of the rail- 
way from Callao to Oroya . . 74.00 



THE HALF CENT. 



The probability that a half cent coin may be added to the country's coinage in 
the next Congress indicates that an era of conservation has begun in America. 
Hitherto, fractional currency as small as that was regared as too insignificant to 
bother with. But our notion of things appears to be undergoing a change. 

Millions of dollars are undoubtedly lost to the consumers of the United States 
through the lack of a half cent. Producers and njiddlemen in this day of strenn- 
ous competition have figured their prices down to the finest point. A fraction of 
a cent is as important to the buyers as it is to them. A woman pays 13 cents for a 
yard of cloth advertised at 12!^ cents, if she buys an odd number of yards. With 
eggs at 45 cents a dozen, she pays 23 cents for a half dozen. The seller gets the 
odd half cent. The purchaser never gets the benefit of it. — Albany Knickerbocker- 
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PERIODICALS AND CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

W. C. Weight of Brighton has issued a catalogue of over 2000 lots, includibg 
ancient and modern coins as well as war and commemorative medals. Prices are 
affixed. 

Prom Wayte Raymond we have received a priced catalogue (No- 8) consisting 
of a collection of choice U. S. coins and " Hard Times " tokens. 

List and Prancke of Leipzig have just published a catalogue of 400 numbers of 
numismatic books, with prices attached. The contents include works on ancient 
and modern coins as well as several treatises on medals. 

From T. G. Appelgren of Stockholm we have received a catalogue of an auction 
to be held on April 7th. There are nearly 500 lots, consisting of coins and numis- 
matic books. Among the former we note a set of twelve varieties of the Riksdaler 
of Eric XIV , dated 1561. 

Messrs. GutUg Bros., the bankers at 52 Wall ?t., N. Y. City, have issued an 
interesting little pamphlet stating the prices that they are willing to pay for U.S. 
and foreign coins. Some useful information is added concerning mint-marks, 
tests for gold and silver, etc. The price of the pamphlet is fifteen cents. 

Mr. C. P. Gebert will hold his 38th auction sale at Niirnberg on April 25th. 
The catalogue consists of over iioo lots and includes gold and silver coins as well 
as medals. The Nnmismaiische Mitiheilungen for March, of which Mr. Gebert 
is the publisher and editor, contains an illustrated paper on the coins and medals 
of Luitpold, Prince-regent of Bavaria, and fifteen specimens are described. 

MehVs Numismatic Monthly for April opens with an illustrated paper upon 
some count erstamped coins of Peru, and the Roman bronze coins issued for, or in 
England, form the subject of another contribution. Prom the same publisher we 
have a^so received the catalogue of the Mateer and Birkland collections which are 
to be sold on April 22nd. Among the items are an assortment of U. S. coins, with 
many rare specimens, as well as some pioneer gold coins and medals. 

Mr. Edgar H. Adams has issued a reprint of the first portion of his paper on 
**The State Assay Office of California," originally contributed to Wi^ American 
Journal of Numismatics. It makes a handsome quarto of about a dozen pages. 

The Paterson (N. J.) Chronicle of Sunday, April 9th, devotes an entire page to 
a description of the magnificent collection of coins brought together by Mr. N- 
Vreeland, of that city. The illustrations accompanying the article show some of 
the rarities in Mr. Vreeland's collection. 

Number 194 of the Numismatischer Verkehr, issued by C. G. Thieme, of 
Dresden, contains nearly 3000 numbers with prices and includes ancient and 
modern coins as well as numerous medals. 

The Berliner Munbzlatter for April opens with an illustrated paper by Dr, 
Protze describing two inedited Roman coins, both third bronzes of Victorinus and 
Macrianus. Other interesting features are an article By C. Gurlitt upon Italian 
copies of certain coins and a paper by Dr. R. Porrer describing a ** find *' of cop'es 
of the coins of Tetricus evidently used in the Rhine Provinces. 
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In ihe Nnmnmat'tc Ciicn/ar for April the Rev. A. W. Hands continues his 
article on the ancient coins of Sicily, this installment being devoted to Segesta. 
Mr. Forrer's notices of niedallisis are continued and include the Sesto family, and 
Mr. A. iJ. Cooper-Pritchard be>;iiis his paper on a practical system of cataloguing; 
coins. 

The secocd patt of the Revue Beige de Numismatique for 191 1, has appeared, 
and contains many a: tides on European coinage in general, as well as a supple- 
ment of over 100 pages, in which the medallic history for last year is described at 
length. Nine plates illu;»irate the subject. 

The Giortiaie Numismatico for April and May contains contemporary news 
items including the death of Roty, the new Italian coinage, etc. 

Mr. Hdgar Lincoln of London, has just issued two interesting catalogues, both 
well illustrated. The fit st of these is a list of English silver and copper coins 
from William I. to Edward VII. The latter part of the work is devoted to foreign 
and colonial coins, and prices are given in all cases. 

The other work is an introductory guide to the study of Roman coins from 
Julius Caesar to Honorius. This book is arranged chronologically giving dates of 
birth and death and the principal evenis in the lives of the emperors and usurpers. 
There are numerous illustrations and a very complete alphabetical index. 

It is not generally known that the building at No. 144 Kensington High Street 
now occupied by Mr. Lincoln was at one time the residence of Sir David Wilkie 
the celebiattd Scotch painter. Wilkie lived here from 1813 to 1824 and some of 
his finest pictures were painted during his stay in this place. 



WASHINGTONS AND COLONIALS. 

To TiiK Editor of the Numismatist: 

That the last word has not yet been spoken on the coins of long ago is shown 
by occasionally finding something about them heretofore unobserved or undis- 
covered. I Submit the following hoping it may prove of interest to the loveis of 
the Washington series. 

The small dated ( 1795 ) "Liberty and Security," Crosby speaks of with three 
different letterings of the edge: one common, one rare, and one unique. Of the 
latter I have found a beautiful uncirculated specimen making two now known. 
This edge ij» " An asylum for the oppressed of all Nations," similar to the edge of 
the large undated piece. I have also found this piece with plain edge, this edge is 
not mentioned in Crosby and so far as I am able to find is unique. 

I would alfeO suggest that differences in the obverse die of the Washington 
Grate Cent be known as "large and small buttons" ; this is easily carried in the 
mind and the ditference is very noticeable, as one can readily see by looking at plate 
ten of Crosby's work. The "small buttons " I consider rare. 

Mr. Hillyer Ryder, the expert on Colonial coins, tell me that he has a Wash- 
ington small bust cent, Liberty seated, the reverse without the button on the neck 
band making the obverse similar to that on the double head cent. This I think 
makes another rarity. I should be glad, to hear from anyone having any of the 
varieties above described or any others not mentioned by Mr. Crosby. 

Lee, Mass., March 7. Carl Wurtzbach. 
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B}* Edgar H. Adams. 

It is with extreme reprret that Thk Numismatist announces the death of Mr. 
I>avid H. Moffat of Denver, concerning whom a short paragi'aph appeared in our 
March number. Mr. Moffat's death came most unexpectedly, and was a severe 
shock to his host of friends. Although a resident of Colorado for many years, Mr. 
Moffat originally came from New York State. He was one of Colorado's earliest 
pioneers, and his activities in that State have made his name known all over this 
country for his public spiritedness and democracy. 

In these da\'s of rapid advance in the values of all series of United States coins 
it is interesting to mote some of the references in the old-time catalogues. One in 
particular is taken from the Kly collection, which sale was held by the well-known 
Mr. W. Elliott Woodward, one of the most progressive of the older generation of 
coin dealers. He notes under No. 244, silver proof 1827 quarter dollar: "Of this 
coin not more than five or six original impressions are known; all that have been 
sold for a long time are comparatively recent issues, and are easily distinguished by 
the rough spots in the field, caused by rust on the die. It is relateil tliat in 1827 
Mr. (J. J.) Mickley called at the mint and asked for a quarter of a dollar of that date, 
tendering a silver dollar in payment; four quarters were handed to him. He 
remarked: * I want onl}' one,' but when reminded that he must take his change in 
something, he consented to receive the quarters ! One of these pieces was in the 
Finotti collection, sold by me to Mr. Seavey, and by him sold at auction Sept. 22. 
1863, for $215. The next that appeared was this one, bought I think by Mr. McCoy 
from Mr. Colburn and purchased by Mr. Ely at my sale of the McCoy collection, for 
f 227.50. The third remained in Mr. Mickley's hands until I purchased his collec- 
tion and sold the piece in a proof set of 1827. probably the only known proof set of 
that date. The fourth Mr. Mickley was unable to account for, and always declared 
that it must have been stolen. I have never seen or positively known of any other 
original. For this piece I paid Mr. Ely 1227.50." (The Ely coin, however, only 
brought 1215 at the sale.) 

CORRECTION : In the article regarding the stellas in the March Numismatist 
the number of gold Morgan Stellas of 1880 known to have been struck was erroneously 
stated as fifteen. It should have read '* ten." 

A most important new variety of the Gobrecht silver dollars has made its appear- 
ance. This is no other than the one dated 1839, with stars on the reverse. The 
existence of this design in silver has been thought probable for a number of years, 
but it was not actually located until a short time ago. The specimen is a beautiful 
proof, and was recently purchased by Mr. W. W. C. Wilson at a high figure. The 
addition of this piece materially strengthens Mr. Wilson's ssries of Gobrechts, of 
which he had what is in all probability the only complete set known before he made 
the latter addition. From all that can be learned this silver dollar of 1839 is unique. 
It has a plain edge. The only other specimen known of this die is owned by Mr. 
Virgil M. Brand of Chicago. But the latter is in copper. It is also unique so far as 
can be ascertained. Mr. Brand purchased his specimen at the Gschwend sale some 
years ago. Mr. Wilson now has ten different varieties of the Gobrecht silver dollars, 
dated 1836. 1838 and 1839. An extended article on these dollars, and their designer; 
together with illustrations, will appear in a later number of Thk Numismatist. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that The Numismatist announces the marriage 
of Mr. W. W. C. Wilson, of Montreal, Canada, and Miss Mellie Marx, of Norwich, 
Conn., on Wednesday, April 5, at the Broadway Congregational Church in Norwich. 
The Numismatist extends its heartiest congratulations, and wishes the newly 
ii:arried pair all possible happiness and prosperity. 
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MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES 

YOKOHAMA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. An exhibition of unusual interest 
was held on Sunday, March 19th, including rare issues of Japan and other Asiatic 
countries, as well as specimens of the coinages of ancient Greece and Rome. The 
Yokohama Numismatic Society is an international body of coin collectors, since not 
only does it comprise both Japanese and Europeans residing in Japan, but also counts 
among its members several foreigners living abroad. It is the only Numismatic 
Society in Japan with this status and it is no wonder, therefore, that the exhibition 
with its annnal convention, modelled after those of other European and American 
Societies, was attended with success. 

CHICAGO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The 87th monthly meeting of the above 
named Society was held in their rooms, 1622 Masonic Temple, Friday evening, April 
7jth, President Harry F. Williams presiding. The following 24 members were pres- 
ent: Messrs. Carey, V. M. Brand, Simpson, Excell, Leon, Tuckerman, Edward 
Michael, Vercouter, Holmes. Baker, Williams, Loer, Wilson. Davis, Ripstra Mayer, 
Regitz, Kelly, Green, Verkler, Lamson, Nelson, Scully and Dr. Merrill. Mr. Fred 
R. Simpson was present as a visitor. 

On motion, 6 active and 9 corresponding members were dropped for non-pay- 
ment of dues. Messrs. A. F. Van Order and Joe Wasserman were elected to mem- 
bership. The membership medals for 1910 were distributed. 

A. N. A. convention matters were discussed and the President appointed the 
following committee on Hotels, Program and Entertainments: Messrs. Loer, Leon. 
Carey, Holmes and Dr. Merrill; and the following as a Convention Executive Com- 
mittee: Messrs. Simpson, Edward Michael, Lamson, Verkler and Scully. A motion 
was carried expressing the wish of the Society that Mr. Green conduct an auction 
sale during the convention. The committee on Convention Exhibits reported that 
the Director of the Art Institute had given permission for the holding of the conven- 
tion sessions in their club room, and that exhibits might be made in the Art Insti- 
tute, and the committee was authorized to accept these invitations. 

Under exhibits Mr. Vercouter showed a Lincoln medal, Mr. Leon some Mormon 
bills and store cards, and Mr. Williams six pieces of early Brazilian gold. 

Magazines received since last report were: The Numismatist, Mehl's Monthly, 
Numismatische Correspondenz and Spink's Circular, all for March. Auction cata- 
logues from Henry Chapman (2), Green, Low, Mehl, Merwin-Cla>'ton Co., Raymond 
and Schulman; catalogue with fixed prices from Raymond; catalogue of books from 
Gamber; and a priced catalogue from Adams. The report of the Chicago Historical 
Society for 1910 and California Assay Office of 1850 by Adams were added to the 
library. 

Adjourned to meet .May 5th, 1911. Brn G. Grkkn, Secretary. 

ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meeting was held on March 16th. Mr. 
H. A. Grueber. the Vice-President, occupied the chair and Mr. Felix W. Warren 
was elected a member. 

Mr. F. A. Walters exhibited a series of groats illustrating his paper, containing 
a number of unpublished varieties, and the Rev. Edgar Rogers showed four tetra- 
drachms of the second revolt of the Jews bearing the name of Simon, re-struck on 
tetradrachms of Antioch. 

Mr. F. A. Walters read a paper on ''The Stamford Find and Supplementarj* 
Notes on the Coinage of Henry VI." The hoard of about 3000 late Plantagenet 
groats, known as the Stamford Find, was discovered on October 22nd, 1866, by a 
laborer while making a drain near St. George's Church, Stamford. The coins being 
treasury trove were sent to the Treasury and thence to the British Museum for exam- 
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ination. 188 specimens were purchased by the Museum, and Mr. Vaux, the Keeper 
of Coins, made a further selection of 76, which were given by the Treasury to the 
Stamford Institute; the remainder, with the exception of a hundred sent to a local 
^^ntleman, Mr. Paradise, for distribution as mementos of the find, were on sale at 
the Treasury till 1880, when the coins still remaining (some 2500) were purchased by 
a London coin-dealer. No detailed account of the find was compiled at the time and 
its great importance does not seem to have been realized. Mr. Walters has, however, 
been able to trace the majority of the coins and to give a practically complete account 
of it. The great majority of the coins, probably 90 per cent, were common Calais 
groats of Henry VI. There were some groats of Edward III. of London and York, 
two of Richard II., all much worn, and at least two of Henry IV., one of which has 
the Roman N in London. There were a certain number of Henry V., but the great 
mass of the hoard consisted of the later groats of Henry VI., and heavy groats of 
Edward IV., in almost mint condition. The presence of a few light groats of 
Kdward IV. with the rose mint mark gives a clue to the burial of the hoard, which 
must have taken place soon after the issue of the light coinage of Edward IV., the 
indenture for which is dated from Stamford on August 13, 1464. Mr. Walters pro- 
ceeded to draw attention to a number of the more important coins in the hoard and 
to supplement his account of the silver coinage of Henry VI. (Num. Chron. 1902, 
pp. 224-266). The find contained a number of new varieties of the "rosette- Mascle" 
coinage and some interesting mules of the "pine-cone" coinage. Mr. Walters 
pointed out that the name " pine-cone trefoil " applied to the next coinage, is erro- 
neous, as the object called a "pine-cone" is clearly a leaf and therefore proposed to 
call it the "rose-leaf trefoil" coinage. Of this there were many new varieties in 
the Stamford hoard including some of Calais of the latest issue. The next coinage 
which ought more properly to be called the ' ' leaf and pellet ' ' coinage was repre- 
sented by some previously unknown varieties. The "cross and pellet" coinage 
was well represented in the hoard, which also contained specimens of the latest issue 
of Henrj- VI. with the fleur-de-lys on the King's neck, almost unknown previously. 
A number of varieties of the hea\'>* groats of Edward IV. were also in the find. In 
conclusion, as a result of researches at the Record Office, Mr. Walters gave the 
accounts of the \'arious mints during the reign of Henry VI., the latest available 
record for the Calais mint being in 1439-40. 

SWEDISH ACADEMY OP SCIENCES. The annual meeting was held at 
Stockholm on March 31st. The medal struck for 191 1 repiesented the Royal Anti- 
quarian, B. E. Hildebrand, and an address was delivered by ihe President, who 
rehearsed the late antiquary's life and works, after which the medals were dis- 
tributed to the members. 

NEW YORK NUMISMATIC CLUB. The regular meeting was held on April 
I4tb, and miscellaneous business was transacted. The President, Mr. Higgins, 
exhibited a large number of medals struck in connection with the Ptench Revo- 
lution of 1848, many of which were unique and not catalogued in De Saulcy*s 
ivork. These medals, which are mostly of about 100 millimetres in diameter, were 
made by students in Paris behind the barricades, and the molds from which they 
irere cast were of plaster, the component metal being lead, tin and pewter, taken 
from roofs, pipes, bullets, etc. While of crude execution they exhibit considerable 
humor and a wealth of political satire, cartoons of leading personages of the 
time, especially Louis Philippe and Napoleon III. being predominant. Among 
other pieces there is a lead medal with the obverse of the Libertas Americanac 
medal, the die of which was stolen from the Paris mint during the Revolution of 
1848 and has never been heard of since. De Saulcy catalogues about 500 vaiieties 
of the Revolutionaty medals and states that they were all in existence in 1849 
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Mr. Higgins has broui^ht several collectioos together. and has uow over 2000. We 
hope to give more descriptious in some future issue. 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meeliug was held on April 15th 
in the Society's building, the principal feature being addresses upon the late 
Preuch medallist Roty. Dr. George F. Kuuz read an interesting paper upon the 
life and works of the great artist and iUusirated the same by reproductions of his 
works. Dr. Kuuz in the course of his remarks stated that he had received from 
Mrs. Abraham S. Hewitt and her daughter. Miss Hewitt, silver and bronze medals 
by Roty, ^hich they presented to the Society upon this occasion. These medals 
are of Peter Cooper aud were struck upon the fiftieth anniversary of the founding 
of the Cooper Union in New York City. 

Mr. Victor D. Brenner followed with a discourse upon Roty's private life as 
exhibited by his letters. Mr. Brenner was n«'t only a pupil of Roty, but he has 
remained in frequent corrospondence with him for many years, and was conse- 
quently able to tell his audience many facts not generally known heretofore con- 
cerning the French artist's method of work, etc. 

Great credit must be given to the Society for the exteu^ive collection of 
medals, coins, and original drawings by Roty, which they have brought together 
in connection with this meeting. About one hundred specimens were ou exhibi- 
tion. 

BRITISH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meeting was held on February 22nd. 
the President, Mr. Carlyon-Brittou, in the chair. Mr. Shirley Fox read another 
installment of the " Numismatic History of the First Three Edwards " and showed 
that the long-cruss coinage with the name of Henry III. continued to be issued 
until the end of the year 1278, and remained the sole currency of the country until 
the middle of 1279. In the summer of 1278 the King's attention was called to the 
clipped and worn condition of the coinage, and in consequence of •statutes passed 
inquiry was made into the clipping of coins by the Jews, many of whom wete con- 
victed and hanged. Preparations were made for a new coinage and the new issue 
appeared in the latter pattof 1279. Among the principal changes enacted were 
the suppression of the practice of cutting the penny into halves and quarters to 
serve as small change, and the issue of the first round farthing. Another innova- 
tion was the striking of a grossus steriittgus, equal to four ordinary sterlings. 
Base farthings were not struck after Christmas 1280, when the small coins were 
ordered to be of the same fiueness as the pence, aud the identification of those of 
1279 is therefore easy. All the coins of 1279 were struck in London only. 

Mr. J. B. S. Macllwaine supplied an account of an interesting discovery near 
Dundrum, co. Oublin, in 1893, of 650 half crowns, shillings, and sixpences of the 
gun-money coinage of James II , contained in a large earthenware vessel which he 
exhibited. The find added twelve varieties to the reco ded list. 

NUMISMATISCHE GESELLSCHAFT ZU BERLIN. At the session of 
March 6ih, Dr. Regling delivered an interesting address upon the crowned letter 
C which is frequently found stamped upon ancient coins, especially the large 
bronzes of Rome, as indicative of previous ownership. It has usually been 
accepted that this mark connected its possession with Christina of .Sweden, but 
Morvat had long since disproved this a'«<%umption, and Dr. Regling is inclined to 
attribute it to Christian IV. of Denmark. The third ruler of that name can l»e 
excluded from the inquiry at once because the letter occurs upon a medal of 
Henry IV. of 1606, which is subsequent to the reign of Christian III. Similarly 
Christian V. can be eliminated as he was the founder of the Royal Danish Numis- 
matic Cab'net and hi-* collection was corrsequently not dispersed. 
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NUMISMATIC ABSURDITIES. 

Rrproducrd in Pac-Similk from Daii^v Nbwspapers. 
( Srk Pack 92 Ma^ch Numismatist.) 



NICKEL VALUED AT $1700 

Rare Piece May Be the Only One of 
Its Iseue In Existence 

Painesvine, O., March 6.— Mra. A. 
M. Smith of this city unwittingly lost 
11700 when she made change in pay- 
ing a Chardon farmer for some prod- 
uce here. Mrs. Smith's loss enxlches 
In the same amount Max Dworken, a 
Cleveland real estate dealer, who re- 
ceived a 5-cent piece while in Chardon 
after a purchase. 

The nickel is dated 1870, and coin 
collectors say it may be the only one 
of its issue in existence. The pecu- 
liarity about the piece of money is 
that it bears the phrase "In* God We 
Trust" on one side, which does not 
appear upon, the more recent 5-cent 
pieces. Collectors believe the coin Is 
worth 11700 



VUbi-ancc BUui 0«ui Rare Cofi 
Wlilch May be Onlr One 
In Bzlstenee. 



There Is a 6-cent piece in Cleveland 
worth 11,700. Max Dwor^en, insurance 
man, with oflloes in the State Bank 
building, is the owner of the nickel. 
Needless to say, Dworken doesn't keep 
the coin with his pennies and dimes. 
The valuable money is under lock and 
key. and' the owner is thinking of hlr- 
InfiT a guard to preserve the 5 cents from 
theft or mutilation. 

The nickel Is dated **1870," and is of 
a rare type. Coin collectors say that 
very possibly the Cleveland 5-cent piece 
Is the only one existing. What makes 
the coin particularly valuable la the 
phrase. "In Ood We Trust'* at the top 
of one side. These words are not to 
be found on modem 0-cent pieces struck 
off at the mint. 

*•! think I got the coin in change at 
Chardon," said Dworken yesterday. "I 
didn't realise the nature of the prize 
until I was examining my money a few 
days lat^r." 

_____ o 



Has COIN WORTH $3,850 

Rich Hill, Mo.. Saturday.—Tom Brown, 
an English coal miner residing In Panama, 
a coal camp four miles south of this city^ 
i?JH®nIiI5**^,i^?^^®V^/ '^J^^'^ guinea English 
52l?«'' ^'^tuf ^i"""^ ^^h ^^ .'^^^ ^^«n handed 
down In th'> Bro'vn family frbm ooe gcn- 

^rV-i^^V*.***^^** ""*'•' "O'^- 11 ^s valuer! 
"'^'- . ■ ^\ **^*^ **»'*^ ** *he offer mode by 
a Boston coin d^'Sler. ^ 

Orly twu coins of th!.^ denomination and 
datj' are known to e.xist. one having rt"l 
c«*niry been purchased by the Englk^h gov- 

J^:^'^*nHn^Vw'*'rJ" '^^ King-.s conectTon 
fin London, and the other, owned bv Mr 

if rn"h-.'n';{:u'''cV;.'°^'"-'' '" "-^ ^'^"■^» °^ 



DOPCiOFIOIILG. 

Ohioan Finds Ancient Jewish 

Medal Among Skeletons 

of Mound Builders. 



BPBCIAL TO THB PUa?? JmAlXOt 
SPRINGFIELD, O., Dsc. 4.~A Jewtsb 
coin, minted approximately 800 Tsars/ 
before the Wrth of Christ, and known 
as the "Syracuse Medal/* has been 
found In a mound builders' cavo on the 
&*""i 8f„^- "• Barber, a farmer on 
Bond hill, east of Springfield. 

•With the coin were found two sksle- 
tons. which from their position in the 
cave, showed that the people had been 
about eight feet In holght. Tho reced- 
ing skulls and wide Jaws clearly Indi- 
cate that they werd members of the 
noound builders. 

The coin In question has been definitely 
fixed as one of the class ot medals that 
later were turned Into coins by the 
people who lived In Syracuse, a city on 

£«*«1 of Sicily. lor several centuries 
before the birth of Christ 

Persons who have made a specialty 
of coins say tbat nothing like this one 
has ever been seen outside the mueo- 
ums. and students say that It bears all 
the semblance of being ono of these an- 
cient medals. It. will be placed in the 

S^Sft't'^K^^lr^^'l. SDrlngfleTd Historical 
society by Mr. Barber. 



TWO T80 4 DOLLAR S FOUND 

Only Pour Others Said To Be in 
Existenoe. 

(By Tel«Kraph to The Tribune] 
Carlisle, Penn., Dec, S.—TWo of the 
rare United States silver dollars ot the 
1804 Issue turned up here to-day. They 
were found by Miss Mabel Smith, ex- 
ecutrix, among the property of the late 
John C. Comfort, once a well known 
patent attorney, who died two weeks 
ago. 

Although more than nineteen thousand 
of the coins were minted, nearly all of 
them were sent to the Mediterranean 
to pay off the men on the American 
fleet then In tbose waters. Tho ship 
was lost at sea As far as coin experts 
know there are only four more of the 
pieces In existence. The last time one 
was sold It brought more than $3,000 
■ -I.J 
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Tbe American Numismatic Association 

The Largest and Most Active Numismatic 
Organization in the World. 



For particulars address the 
Gknerai, Secretary, 377 Main St., Worcester. Mass. 



Officers 



President— Dr. J. M. Henderson, 13}4 E. State St., Columbus, O. 
First Vice-President — B. H. Saxton, Davenport, Iowa. 
Second Vice-President— R. W. MacLachlan, Montreal, Canada. 
General Secretary— G. L. Tilden, 377 Main St., Worcester, Mass. 
Treasurer — N. E. Converse, Gas Works, Worcester, Mass. 
Librarian— Ludger Gravel, 28 Jacques Cartier Square, Montreal, Canada. 

Board of Governors. Official Organ 

H. O. Granberg. Chairman, 1004 " ®l|e NumlBmaltat." 

Michigan St., Oshkosh, Wise. 

W. A. Ashbrook, M. C. Johnstown. O. ^BrooW^'. ^"^' ^ ^ "'""P*"" ^•"*=*- 

A. J. deLagerberg, Passaic, N. J. E. H. Adams, Associate Editor. 

D. A. Williams. Baltimore. Md. g; J^; B^fJ^«„' business Manajjer, 377 

Howland Wood, Brookline, Mass. Main St.. Worcester, Mass. 



District Secretaries. 

Dr. E. P. Robinson, 12 High St., Newport, R. I., for New England States. 

Rud'l Kohler, 76 Washington Place, New York City, for N. Y. and N. J. 

John Winfield Aitken, Carbondale, Pa., for Penn., Del., Md., Va., W. V., and D. C. 

Howard R. Newcomb, Detroit, Mich., for Mich., Ohio, Ind., and Ky. 

T. E. Leon,250 W.69thSt., Chicago, for Wis., 111., Minn., la.. Mo., N.D., S.D., Neb., 
and Kan. 

Rev. Wm. A. Laughlin, Montpelier, Idaho, for Western States. 

B. Max Mehl, P. O. Drawer 976, Fort Worth, Texas, for Southern States. 

H. L. Doane, Truro, Nova Scotia, for Eastern Canada. 

John A. Wood, 161 Oak Ave., Hamilton, Ont., for Ontario. 

R. L. Reed, Vancouver. B. C, for Western Canada. 

S. H. Hamer, Halifax, Yorks, England, for British Isles. 

H. A. Ramsden. 34 Water St., Yokohama. Japan, for the Far East. 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 

New Members to be Admitted May 25TH, 191 r. 

14S9. S. Goelte, Doaaldsonville, La. 

1490. Charles K. McCluskey. 123 12th Street, Wheeliiijj:. W. Va. 

1491. Leou Richard Tilden, 108 West Street, Worcester, Mass. 

1492. Ariiiin L. Egger, i Ope'Dring, 7, Vienna, Austiia 
'493- William Dressen. Waupaca, Wis. 

1494. Fred N. Pease, 215 Dearborn Street, Chicago, 111. 

1495. Preston Poud, Chicopee, Mass. 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

The following applications have been received. If no objections are received 
by the General Secretary prior to June 25th they will become members on that 
date, and will be published as such in the June issue. 

APPLICANTS. PROPOSED BY 

H. H. Holsiine. J. P. Piitman 

McDonough County, Colchester, 111 E. Bert Wear 

L. Laogfeldcr, Joe Wasserman 

Fort Smith, Arkansas G. L. Tilden 

A. S Bullock, Joe Wasserman 

ist Nat. Bank, Fort Smith, Arkansas G. L. Tilden 

Henry C. Buland, Ben G. Green 

3i2i No. Mill Street, Poniiac. Ill G. L. Tilden 

Wm. H. Schwarz, A. B. Eberhardt 

523 Elm Street, Cincinnati, Ohio G. L. Tilden 

E. A. Hoare. H. R. Newcomb 

Dime Savings Bank, Detroit, Mich Theo. E. Leon 

Arthur W. Kopp, M. A., Farran Zerbe 

Platteville. Wisconsin G. L. Tilden 

William F. Englehart, Jr., Chas. K. Warner 

205 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pa G. L. Tilden 

Avon Hulme, R. M. McClure 

2741 Hemphill Street, Fort Worth, Texas G. L. Tilden 

Worcester, Mass., April 17, 191 1. General Secretary. 



To THE Members of the American 
Numismatic Association : 
General Secretary Tilden having submitted to me the vote on the revised 
Constitution and By-Laws, as printed in the March, 191 1, issue of The Numis- 
matist, and finding that the vote has been unanimous in favor of their adoption, 
I hereby declare the same adopted, and to be in force on and after this date. 

Fraternally, 

J. M. HENDERSON, President. 
Columbus, Ohio, April 15th, 1911. 
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THE NEW ENGLISH COINAGE. 

The introduction of a new design in coinage is at least one occasion on which 
the Mint and its staff are called upon to forsake the undisturbed equanimity with 
which they are sometimes jealously charged. Of old dies there is always a big 
stock to draw upon ; the preparation of new ones involves much additional work, 
even though the eagerly awaited coins drop very gently into financial currents. 

There will be little or no alteration in the Georgian coins which are now being 
prepared under the superintendence of Mr. Ellison Macartney, except that the 
poi trait of the King is substituted for that of King Edward, and turned, in accord- 
ance with custom, in the opposite direction from that faced by the preceding 
sovereign. 

Those in authority were offered suggestions of novelty, one of which, if carried 
into effect, would have abolished the Latin of the inscription and substituted one 
in English ; but the precedent has been followed and the new coin will continue 
to speak in the old language. It is possible that two denominations of the silver 
coinage, the florin and the sixpence, will bear new designs on the reverse, but this 
point has not been finally settled and definite information of what the alteration, 
if any, is to be, is for the present withheld. The only coins of the new design so 
far struck are sovereigns, half- sovereigns, shillings, and half-pennies. 

No secific date is fixed for the issue of the newly-designed coins. The Bank of 
England, which is responsible for the distribution of gold and silver, demands 
what it requires from the Mint, and in the supplies sent in response the coins of 
new pattern automatically take the place of those of the old. So long as the old 
ones remain they are employed in the usual way. Bronze money is issued direct 
to the public, and any one might give an order at the Mint, though a minimum of 
£5 is fixed. Of Edwardian pence there happens to remain at the Mint a fairly- 
large stock. The half-pennies, on the other hand, are almost exhausted, and this 
means that one of the first coins of the new design to make its appearance will be 
the half-penny. 

A somewhat notable omniission from the new coiucige will be the five-shilling 
piece. Probably the majority of people will not be surprised to hear that the 
** cartwheel" lacked public support and will therefoie follow into oblivion its 
almost equally inconvenient companion, the four-shilling piece. No five-shilling 
piece has been struck since 1902 ; the four-shilling piece dropped out of existence, 
so far as the Mint is concerned in 1890. In such a case a coin meets with quite 
a natural death. 

The Bank of England, as it were, feels the public pulse, and as soon as they 
find a cert'ain class of coin in their stock which is not only not asked for, but un- 
ceremoniously repulsed, they know that U has become practically worthless from 
the point of view of circulation, and the Mint quietly ignores it. Some might be 
inclined to think that farthings and threepenny-bits ran some risk of meeting the 
same fate, but both enjoy a considerable vogue. Statistics show that for the last 
ten years the average annual demand for threepenny-bits has been equal in value 
to £70.000, and for farthings £6,000. — London Times, 

COPPER COINS 

It seems that, when all has been said and done, copper coins are the best for 
small fractional currency. Such is the conclusion at which a scientific commis- 
sion of the French mint has arrived after several years of study. The government 
and the general public were supposed to be tired of copper pennies and half- 
pennies. The commission was appointed some years ago, and met periodically to 
study the advisibility of striking small coins of aluminium. None of these mod- 
ern metals or their compounds found favor with the commission. They were 
either too light or too heavy, resembled gold or silver too closely, and had other 
disadvantages. As new currency was needed there was no other solution but to go 
back to the time honored metal, and a decree has now been signed for the im- 
mediate coining of 3.ooo,cxx> francs* worth of copper coins. — London Telegiaph. 
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WHITE DEER SKINS. 



They Passed About as Banknotes at One Time in China. 

In China, the first country in the world credited with using banknotes, certain 
skins were so valuable that they were accepted as cash and passed from hand to 
hand in the same way as banknotes are at the present day. The negotiability of 
these skins arose thus : 

The Emperor 'On Ti, ( B. C. 119), being in want of money, gave his treasurer 
to understand that such a state of affairs must uot continue. At that time it was 
customary for princes and courtiers on entering the royal presence to cover their 
faces with a piece of skin. Taking advantage of this custom, the treasurer order- 
ed a decree to be issued forbidding the use of any other skins for this purpose ex- 
cept those of a certain white deer in the royal parks. Immediately there was a 
demand for pieces of these skins which, being a monopoly, were sold at a high 
price and the royal coffers refilled. The steady value of the skins thus secured 
made them readily pass and acceptable as an equivalent of coin of the realm. 

In the Russian seal fisheries of Alaska the workmen were formerly paid in the 
currency stamped on squares of walrus hide. — London Tit-Bits. 



THE WORLD'S GOLD SUPPLY. 

A preliminarv estimate of the world's production of gold in 1910, made by the 
Director f of the Mint, indicates a slight check in output. The Director is re- 
ported as predicting that little further embarrassment m ill result from an over- 
supply of gold. One important cause of the steady rise in prices and the derange- 
ment of old values has been the enormous expansion iu the last fifteen years in 
>;old mining operations. The mines of South Africa and Alaska have more than 
doubled the annual accretion to the world's strong box. In 1895 the output from 
all sources was 9.615,190 fine ounces. In 1909 it was 22,137,321 ounces. Since 1885 
the anuual product has quadrupled, so that the world has been experiencing the 
effects of a vast enlargement of its money supply on the prices of commodities and 
labor. 

The process was upsetting, and would have been doubly so if the great nations 
had not wisely cease to use silver for coinage purposes. No regret need be felt 
that a lull in production is now promised. The upward swing of prices has been 
excessive and time is needed to readjust values. It would be no misfortune if the 
annual gold output should drop back to less than 20 oco.ooo ounces. There is 
plenty of gold nowadays to go around. 



King Victor Emmanuers passion for numismatics began when he was ten 
years old, and found among the coppers in his pocket a papal penny with the 
effigy of Pius IX. He put the coin carefully by, and from time to time he added 
others until he had saved fourteen papal coins of different dates. 

His father than presented him with seventy coins, which formed the nucleus 
of a collection which is considered one of the finest in the world. King Humbert 
and Queen Margherita encouraged their son's growing passion for collecting 
coins, and instead of the usual gifts for birthday or Christmus gave him medals 
and coins, until in a few years the young prince had a collection numbering 3,000 
pieces. 

He now began to study the history of every coiu and of its mint mark, and his 
mother not only helped him on with this work, but often sent abroad lor coins 
^ehich were on sale. When, in 1895, the prince's collection numbered 18,000 
coins, both foreign and classical, he decided to limit his future collecting to only 
Italian mediaeval and modern coins. 

It was at his suggestion that an Italian numismatic society was founded, and 
he assumed its honorary presidency. The collecting of coins naturally became 
the hobby of the king, who purchased the celebrated Marignoli collection for 
J(20,ooo, and several others, until he acquired nearly all the known specimens of 
Italian coins, and he then started to write his monumental work on numismatics, 
the first volume of which has just been published.— -^^rA^f/^^. ^-^ ^ 
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THE PRODUCTION OF PAPER MONEY. 



A Paper by J. E. Ralph, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printint Read Before 
The New York Nmnismatic Club, February 10. 1911, by Georfe H. Blake. 



Money is a standard by which wealth is measured, and is the means by which 
one kind of wealth can be exchanged for another. It is older than history, and 
the kind of money employed by a people is not a bad measure of their civilization. 

Money differs from currency ; while currency is anything with which com- 
modities can be bought and debts cancelled, it does not always have an intrinsic 
value, but may be, as in the case of bank-bills and government notes, merely a 
voucher or representative of value, in which case it is not money in the strictest 
acceptation of the term. 

Money is that kind of currency which has an intrinsic value, and even if not 
used as currency would still be wealth. Money is anything that by agreement 
serves as a common medium of exchange and measure of value in trade, as legal 
tender, coin, notes or cash. 

The Constitution provides that ** Congress shall have power to coin money 
and regulate the value thereof/' etc., which has been suppo.«ed to make the term 
money synon\ mous with coins. The Constitution also provides that ''No State 
shall coin money; emit bills of credit; or make anything but gold and silver a 
tender in paymeut of debts," etc. Congress has maintained this point so well that 
copper coins and nickel pieces, although authorized to "pass current, " are not 
money in an exact sense, because they are not made legal tender beyond twenty- 
five cents. The question has been raised whether a paper currency can be con- 
stituted by Congress a legal ten ler in payment of private debts Such a power 
has been adjudged valid and declared constitutional by the Supreme Court of the 
United States in its legal tender decisions. 

Paper money, like other kinds has been both indifferent and good, but its ad- 
vantages are so patent that it h is become recognized as a necessity. Paper money 
is of gi eat antiquity, and originated fiist in China. Marco Polo who was at the 
court of Kubla Khun from 1275 to 1291 A. D. describes it as having been used ex- 
tensively since the beginning of the ninth century. 

The first paper money ever issued by the Government of the United States was 
authorized by Acts of July 17 and Aug. 5, 1861. The early issues of paper money 
from 1861 to 1876, were made under contracts with various Bank Note Companies. 
After that date the Bureau of Engraving and Printing commenced the manufacture 
of United States paper money. 

Since paper money became a circulating medium there have been many chan- 
ges in design and distinctive character of paper used. Banknote engraving as ap- 
plied to our securities is purely an American product, and no other institution in 
the world comes so near to furnishing, from an artistic and mechanical point of 
view, a perfect circulating medium, as does the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

The printing of stamps, bills, and bonds is the highest expression of the prin- 
ter's art It is the jewelry of the trade, demanding skill, care, watchfulness and 
oversight such as is necessary in no other form of work. 

The Bureau's work is the almost imperishable record of history. The frac- 
tional currency, the greenbacks, the national banknotes, the treasury notes, the 
silver and gold certificates and bonds are the visible and tangible evidence of the 
struggles and triumph of the nation. They are the crystalized forms of gigantic 
forensic battles waged under the statue of Columbia on the dome of the Capitol. 
They register the rise and fall of policies, parties and candidates. 
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They furthermore record the labors of 4.000 people employed in the Bureau, a 
branch of the government work which affords no soft places, but where every em- 
ployee labors up to the limit of his ability. 

The paper employed for the printin)^ of bills is a fine, firm quality of linen, 
known as * 'distinctive" paper, manufactured under government inspection at 
l>alton, Mass. 

The sheets of paper on which bills and bonds are printed are delivered daily 
by the loans and currency division of the Secretary's oflfice to the Bureau upon 
requisition. Prom the time the blanks sheets are delivered by careful count until 
thirty days later, when the printed bills are sent to the Treasury the Bureau must 
account for every sheet in its hands. It is counted when received, it is counted when 
wet, when printed on one side, when dried, when wet again, when printed again, 
lichen dried a second time, when examined for imperfections, when numbered, — 
in short, counted some fifty times before it finally escapes from the Bureau. It has 
become accustomed to be counted before it starts out iuto the world as money, and 
then continues to be counted until returned, dirty and worn out, — counted to death 
— only to be again counted and destroyed. 

The engraving division is the cornerstone of the Bureau and the bulwark of 
our securities. In this division every form of security issued by the government 
has its origin, and the most artistic and skilled engravers that the world produces 
are employed. Steel engraving is the perfection of art as applied to securities; it 
differs from painting and sculpturing, inasmuch as the engraver who carves his 
'work on steel plates must deliberately study the effect of each infinitesimal line. 
Free hand, with a diamond-painted tool known as a graver, aided by a powerful 
magnify ing-glass, he carves away, conscious that one false cut or slip of his tool or 
miscalculation of depth or width of line will destroy the artistic merit of his crea- 
tion and weeks or months of labor will have been in vain. 

The introduction of cheap mechanical process work has super*feded the beau- 
tiful creations of our master engraver commercially, and now we find the art limi- 
ted to banknote engraving. 

The work in this division is clas<«ified and divided so that employees become 
specially skilled in some particular branch of the art. For instance the engravers 
are classified as portrait, script, square letter and ornamental engravers. Kach 
becomes unusually expert, the result being that not only better work is secured, 
but a greater amount is turned out in a given time, and greater security is 
obtained . 

To the credit of the engravers and employees of this division, it should be 
stated in the history of the Bureau none of its employees have engaged in counter- 
feiting. 

The plates used in printing contain four notes, each bearing separate check 
letters. A, B, C, D. Near the check letter will be found a number which is used by 
the Bureau for identification and by means of which can be ascertained a complete 
history of the plate used in printing same, by whom engraved, printed, etc. At 
the present time by consulting the number on the most recent one dollar silver 
certificates it will be found that over ten thousand plates have been used to print 
that denomination ;. 

When plates are issued in the morning, receipts are taken for them, and those 
charged with the same are not permitted to leave the building until they are retur- 
ned to the Custodian's office and checked off. The system of checks and rules 
£^overning the custody of the work is so perfect that in the history of the Bureau 
not a single plate has gone astrav. 

The manufacture of distinctive paper with the double row of red and blue silk 
fibres pressed into the surface is a skilled process, calling for fine machinery and 
the best of raw material. 

The process of preparing the paper for the printer also requiies skill and 
experience. The wetting room looks not unlike a laundry, but no buttons are 
washed off, nor do collars ever go astray. 

Here the bundles as received from the Tieasury are opened, counted and sep- 
arated into packages of twenty sheets each. A damp cloth is placed between each 
package and the paper is allowed to stand for several hours that it may absorb 
moisture from the cloths. The sheets are then shifted and placed under heavy 
pressure, and gradually prepared in twenty-four hours for the printing press. 
Care is taken to preserve the sizing on the paper, and the cloths are kept clean 
by frequent boilings without soap. It is here the counting begins, and it is fif- 
teen years since a single sheet of paper has gone astray. One sheet on that occa- 
sion could not be accounted for. It may have been lost in the vat, it may have 
been a miscount on delivery to the Bureau, but no theory, explanation or apology 
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would serve. There is no mention of mercy or provision for mistakes in the creed 
of the Bureau. The fault, if fault there was, could not be located, and the employ- 
ees of the room had to pay for the sheet as though it had been printed. 

The busiest room in the Bureau is that devoted to plate printing, where nearly 
eii^hteen hundred people ate engaged in the printing from the plates alieady men- 
tioned. Plate printing has changed but little siuce its invention in Italy about 400 
years ago. 

The ink, which is specially prepared for the purpose, is rolled over all the 
plate, filling all <iepressions a^ well as covering the smojth surface of the plate. 
The uigmeut i-j then rubbed off the smo jth surf ice with the bare hand, leaving the 
lines filled. The plate is then placed on the press a damp sheet of paper placed 
upon it, and passed under the roller of the prc^s. and thus the design is transferred 
to the paper. The operation looks easy, but a great degree of skill is required to 
to produce perfect work, and plate printing is a trade in itself. 

The printer gives a receipt for the plate form, he receipts for every sheet of 
paper he receives, the press registers every impression mnde. nnd he c annot leave 
until he returns the plate and accounts for eveiy sheet of paper. Each printer 
has a young woman to assist him, whose duty it is to lay the paper on the plate 
after it is inked, and remove the same after printing. 

To circumvent and make more difficult the counterfeiting of our paper monev, 
the Secretary of the Treasury who has given the subject much thought and study, 
recently appointed a committee consisting of U. S. Treasurer Lee McClung. my- 
self, antl Chief of the U. S. Secret Seivice John H. Wi.kie. Assistant Secretary 
Andrew will be represented on the commiitee by his private secretary, Mr. Robert 
L. Bacon. This committee has been actively engaged lor several months prepar- 
ing designs which will incorpora'e all of the essential features requested by the 
Secretary. This includes legibility, security as well as distinctiveness, and art 
features. The insirmtions also include the consideration of the reduction in the 
size of the notes. 

At present there are nineteen miscellaneous designs in use, containing many 
objectionable features and a multiphciiy of portraits, and a lacking in legibility of 
denominational counters. The p'an of the committee is to reduce these nineteen 
different designs to nine, characterized by a distinctive portrait for each class of 
notes, as suggested as follo^^s: 

$1.00 Washington. 
2.00 Jefferson. 
5.00 Lincoln. 
10.00 Cleveland. 
20.00 Jackson. 
50.00 Grant. 
100.00 Franklin. 
500. 00 Chase. 
1000.00 Hamilton. 

It is intended to engrave such portraits as may be final'y decided upon, in the 
center of the face of the note, the same portrait being used on the same denomina- 
tion of three different kinds of notes; i. e.. United States notes, Gold certificates, 
and Silver certifidtes, thus making it a simple mat tcrr for ail persons to become 
so familiar with the poi traits that distinguish the respective denominations that 
they will be unconsciously photographed on their minds, and be synonymous with 
the figures indicating the denomination of the notes. For example, when they 
see the portrait of Lincoln on a note they will readily understand that its denom- 
ination is $5.00. 

It is necessary that a'l telUrs of bauks and other persons who are constantly 
handling large quantities of money, as well as the general puplic, shall become 
familiar with each of these designs in onler that they may readily distinguish the 
denomination and know the note is genuine. 

This familiarity with the portraits will enable evervone to readily detect 
counterfeit er^^sed notes, as experience has clearly shown that it is impossible for 
the most expert engraver to reproduce an exact fuc-simile of a portrait, even if the 
latter has been engraved by himself. 

The class to which the note belongs may readily be determined by varying the 
colors in which the seal ou the right side of the note and the denomination numer- 
al on the left side are printed. Of course the name of the class will be plainly 
repeated, in the text of the note for each class, many times on the face and back. 

( To be coii/htufif.) 
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THE NEW BRITISH COINAGE 

By Edgar H. Advms. 



Mr. J. W. Scott has favored us wilh examples of the new coinafire of Georjje V. 
of England. The denominations are sovereign, shilling, and penny. An exam- 
ination of these coins, will show, we fear, but little i<> distinguish them in the way 
of superior examples of the die cutter's art. Personally, we do not think either 
the designs or the finish of the coins approach in excellence some t»f the issues 
of the Victorian reiun. We reproduce the thtee piecirs in order that the readers 
of Thb Numismatist may judge for themselves It is understood that larger de- 
nominations of gold pieces will be issued in commemoration of the king's corona- 
tion. 



QUERIES AND REPLIES. 

One of the features of Thf. Numismatist in the earlier volumes was the publi- 
cation of questions by the readers and answers to the same by others. As a num- 
ber of these queries have reached us, and as we are not omniscient, we shall print 
these from month to mouth and request information concerning them. 

1. Can you give me any information concerning a brass jeton (26 mill.) 
obverse head of Bonaparte to the left as on his regular issue, and reverse a three- 
masted ship with the inscription Oest du Cuivre (** It is of copper ")? The ship, 
inscription, and metal seem to be so at variance that 1 am at a loss to determine its 
object. W. P. G. 

2. I have a small Spanish Copper coin of Charles and Joanna with a key 
counterstamped upon it. Can thin counterstamp be intended for Cuba, which is 
called *'the Key of the Gulf"? The coat of arms has also a key upon it. W. 

3. In Mr. Adams' catalogue of Februj«ry loth two manufacturers of "needle 
threaders " (possibly rival establishments? ) are mentioned. Can you give me any 
information Ci>ncerning these firms and why Lincoln's portrait should have been 
adopted to advertise their wares? Purchaser of lots 269 and 270. 

4. On page 58 Mr. Higgins states that "nickel coins wete first made three 
hundred years B. C. in the northern part of India." Will Mr. Higgins please give 
his authority for this statement? Also on page 52 appears a line "strangling a 
lion " which reads like nonsense. Will the editor please explain. L. M. 

5. What is the following piece? It is a silver quarter franc and on the 
obverse is a head not unlike that of Napoleon III. The inscription, however, 
reads HENRY V. ROI DE FRANCE. The reverse has the crowned arms bear- 
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ing three fleur de lis; at the sides are laurel branches and >^-P on each side of the 
arms. In the exergue is the date, 1858, and the mint mark A. This is undoubt- 
ed ly an essay, but the A would signify that it was struck at the Paris mint. Also 
who was this Henry V ? C. F. 

Henri Charles Ferdinand Marie Diewdonn^ of Bourbon, duke of Bordeaux and 
Count of Chambord, was the son of Charles X. and the last descendant of the older 
line of Bourbon. He was born in Paris, Feb. 29th, 1820, and has been a pretender 
to the French throne under the title of Henry V.. since the death of the duke of 
Angouldme in r844. After the fall of Napoleon Id. in 1870 he brought his claim 
before the French National Assembly, but that body rejected him. He died in 1883. 

The tokens or essays that our correspondent refers to are not rare, and were 
probably issued by some faction thnt espoused his succession. In 1831 and 1832, 
shortly after the death of Charles X , pattern coins of the value of one half, one, 
two, and five francs were issued with the name of Henry V. upon them, although 
he was at that time only about ten years of age. There is also a beautiful five 
franc piece of 1871, designed by Capel, which t>ears this title. Further corre- 
spondence on this subject wouM be welcome. 



SOME UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL& 

By all means stick to your ** Month's Miscellany **; this in some ways is the 
best part of the magazine, as it is the "topical " part. By keeping the magazine 
right up to the minute is where you ** win out.'*— Howland Wood. 

The " new " Numismatist received a day or two ago. I congratulate you on 
its fitie appearance, and hope that it may continue to prosper. If we may take 
your initial effort as a sample of what the future numbers may be, I feel sure that 
the membership of the A. N. A. will have just cause to be proud of their official 
organ. With its present editorial staff and the entire membership of the Associa- 
tion willing assistants, both in contributions and Hdvertisements, it seems that the 
future success of The Numismatist is assured.— B. Max Mehl. 

I must send congratulations to you on the appearance of the first number of 
Thk Numismatist under y<»ur direction. It would be silly to say no improve- 
ment was p«»ssible, but I quite understand that you will be a more severe critic 
than myself. It takes time to be perfect, and I am really surprised at the amount 
of numismatic news that is crowded into the issue. Faithfully, S. S. Heal. 

V 

I am pleased with Thk Numismatist in every way, and the first number 
under the new regime would indicate that we will have the best magazine we have 
ever had. Your featuring the happenings among the dealers is fine. 

Yours truly, Ben G. Green. 

Please accept my hearty congratulations upon the January issue of Thk 
Numismatist. It is a most interesting number, and gives promise of excellent 
management for the future. Very truly yours, B. H. Saxton, Vice-Pres. A. N. A. 

It is the best number I have read for an age. It is certainly fine and ver^ 
interesting in every respect. You can be very proud of your first number and if 
you can keep it up this way sure y no one can begrudge the price. 

Respectfully, M. Marcuson. 

Have you made good ? Yes; and if anything, more than made good. By this 
I mean that you have given us too good a magazine, and we may have some diffi- 
culty to maintain the »tandard set. Yours truly, J. M. Henderson, Pres't A. N. A. 

The first number of Thk Numismatist under its new management appears in 
a new cover, but with much the same arrangement as in former numbers under the 
old management. For collectors of coins and the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion in particular there could hardly be more pleasant and enjoyable reading. As 
there is such a wide brotherhood between coin and stamp collectors, in fact the 
two representative societies of the two hobbies are to meet together in convention 
at Chicago in August, this year, it should be the purpose of the philatelists and 
numismatists to bring this brotherhood to a better understanding with each other» 
if that were possible. — Philadelphia Stamp News, 
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flDbttuarp. 

LOUIS OSCAR ROTY. 

Mons. Roty the celebrated French engraver of medals died on March 23rd. 
He was born in Paris in 1846 and studied under Ponscartne and Dumout. In 1875 
he won the Prix de Rome, and at the time of his death he was a member of the 
French Institute. 



Among Roty's principal productions are : 

Medal for the International Electrical Exhibition held at Paris in 188 1. 80 
mill. 

Medal commemorative of the death of Gambetta, 1882. 68 mill. 

Medal for the one hundredth birthday of E. Chevreul, the celebrated chemist, 
1886. 68 mill. 

Medal commemorating the erection of the Statue of Liberty in New York 
City, 1886. 69 mill. On the reverse is a portrait of Bartholdi. 

Plaquette of Louis Pasteur the physician and chemist, 1892. 67 by 48 mill. 
Issued on Pasteur's seventieth birthday. 

Plaquette for the Chicago Exposition, 1893. 50 by 50 mill. 

Plaquette issued on the funeral of President Carnot, 1894. 80 by 57 mill. 

Plaquette for the Paris Exposition, 1900. 51 by 36 mill. The reverse repre- 
sents views of the Grand and Petit Palais in Paris. 

Besides these medals Roty designed some of the later coins for Chili, some of 
the Haitian coins from La Poresterie's models, and the 100 franc gold piece of 
Albert i, of Monaco. The most famous of all his works are the present French 
silver coins with that strong and graceful figure of the Sower on them, illustrating 
the agricultural character of France and the sturdy strength of the people. So 
popular and characteristic has this ** Semeuse ** become that it to-day stands every- 
where for France. H. W. 



VARIETIES OF THE 1909 LINCOLN CENT. 

To THE Editor of The NuMiSMATiSTr—The question as to the minor varie- 
ties of the San Francisco 1909 Lincoln cents having been referred to twice of late 
in The Numismatist, I assume that the matter is of sufficient importance to have 
sdditional light thrown upon it. The first note was to the effect that these cents 
existed in two sub-varieties, in one of which the S is directly under the of the 
date and in the other under the space between the 9 and the 0. The query was 
then made as to whether these minor varieties existed in the cents both with and 
without the V.D.B., and I am now in a position to say that they do exist in both. 

On looking over twenty-five of these 19093 with the V.D B. as received from 
the mint I found them to be about equally divided between the two varieties, but 
my twenty-five without V.D.B. were all alike, i. e., the S below the space only. 
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Thinking ihe matter of sufficient interest I then took up the matter with the mint 
officials and, as the replies cover not only this but other points, I consider them of 
sufficient interest to quote them in full, as it is always well to have even small 
points officially decided. 

My first letter was principally an inquiry as to whether these different posi- 
tions of the S existed in both types. To this I received the foUowinj^ reply. 

The Mint of the United States at San Francisco. 
Superintendent's Office, 

February 2, 191 1. 
W. C. Eaton, Commodore. U. S. Navy, 
Hamilton, N. Y. 
Sir : The mint mark is put on dies by hand. The difference iu location of the 
S on the specimens you possess was no doubt due to a misplacing of the initial 
when the die that eventually struck your pieces was being perfected. We do not 
know that any other issues exhibit this peculiarity. 

The mints carry only current issues of coins struck by them aud we cannot 
supply you with specimens iisued prior to 191 1. 

The 1911 one cent pieces are ready for distribution. We do not manufacture 
nickels; half and quarter dollars, and dimes will be issued during the year. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) E. I). Hawkins. Chief Clerk. 

On receiving this reply, in sending for the new cents, I made a few more 
inquiries bearing upon the case, especially as to whether the same dies were used 
for the cents without initials, by erasing the initials, or whether new dies were 
used. To this I received the following answer. 

The Mint of the United States at San Francisco. 
Superintendent's Office. 

Febiuary 14, 191 1. 
W. C. Eaton. Commodore. U. S. Navy, 
Hamilton, N Y. 
Sir: In return for your remittance of F'ebruary 7, 191 1, I am enclosing to you 
herewith, by registered mail, 25 uncirculated, Lincoln-head desigu, one cent 
pieces issued by the San Francisco Mint during 191 1, 

Entirely new dies were made for the coinage of the non-initialed one cent 
pieces of the Lincoln-head design of 1909. 

W^e do not make proof coins of any denomination. 

The life of a die for one cent pieces is about 150,000 coins. The number of 
dies used depends upon the demand for the coin and cannot be definitely answered 
at this time. Respectfully, 

(Signed) E. D. Hawkins, Chief Clerk. 

From the above I made two deductions. First, as entirely new dies were made 
for the 1909 cents without initials we need not look for the differences that exist 
on tho>e with initials. Secoi;d, that as the S was put on by hand we might find 
not only that difference in position but any other. As a matter of fact, I have 
today received from a Western dealer the looked for variety, no V.D B., S directly 
under the 0. so am in a position 10 positively state that these minor varieties exist 
both with and without the initials. 1 may add that two other dealers had looked 
over their stocks of hundreds of these cents without finding any differences but, 
nevertheless, as 150.000 were made from each die they can not be so very rare. Of 
course as new dies were made the existence of these differences in both can only 
be a coincidence. 

Neither my twenty-five 1910s nor my twenty-five 1911s show any differences, 
but as the S was put on by hand such differences may occur at any time. In my 
1910S the S is always practically below the 1, though a trifle to the left. In my 
1.91 IS it is below the space between the 9 and the 1. Should other collectors find 
other positions I would be glad if they would let me know. 

Very cordially, 

Hamilton. N. V., Feb. 24, 191 1. W. C. Eaton, Commodore, U. S. Navy. 
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F YOUR collection is for sale, I will send you information 
that WILL INTEREST YOU. Write me. 



IF YOU want to buy coins, I will not promise to offer you 
"bargains,'* (bargains are rarer than 1804 dollars), but you 
will find my prices to compare most favorably with those of 
any other market. 

I offer a few Unc. 1904 Dollars, P. Mint, at 1 1.35, (record 
over $2.) Also, only one set of 5c. Nickels, 1866 to 1910 (no 
1877) ; five are uncirculated and rest are proofs, 49 pieces in 
all. Varieties of 1866, 1867 and 1883. Handsome set. 
Price |io. First cash order gets it. 

LET ME SEND YOU YOUR NEXT APPROVAL SELECTION. WRITE ME. 
A pdst card as good as a ten cent stamp. 



B. MAX MEHU 



NUMISMATIST 
Fort Worth, Texas 



NOTICE.— Don*t forget to write for my Auction Sole Catalogue for this month. There 
may be aomething in it that you Juat want. Another large sale in preparation. 



STAMPS - COINS — PHOTOS 

U. S. and Foreign coins, celebrities. 
Revenue and Postage Stamps. 
Rarities in all these well paid for. 
Others at market value. Send me 
your wants. 

ALFRED B. JACOBS 

SAN FRANCISCO 
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Wayte Raymond 



NUMISMATIST 



South Norwalk, Conn. 

A splendid stock of United States 
Coins always on hand. Cata- 
logue sent free on request. 

Early Gold, Silver and Copper a [ 
specialty. 

An exceptional stock of quarter eagles 

The largest stock of Canadian Coins 
in the country. 

Ancient Greek and Roman coins of 
the better class. 



Supplement to Price list No. 8 ready 
about May 1st. Sent only to my regular 
customers or on request. 

Collections of coins or choice duplicates 
bought at good prices. 

RARITIES A SPECIALTY. 



V^T— ■■ " " II II II- II —u—tr-rj 
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A FEW VALUES Whili They Last 

1907 St. Gauden's wire edge f 10.00, 

uncirculated, f28.50 each 
Three dollar gold pieces at $4.20 each; 

fine to very fine 
1798 and 1799 dollars, v. g., at )f2.25 each 
1895 dollars, proof, at $2.25 each. 
1904 dollars, proof, at $2.60 each. 
1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, 

1873 H dollars at 75c. each 
18^, 1895, 18%, 1897, 1898, 1899 

^ dollars at 75c. each 
1867, 1871. 1873 U dollars, proof, 

at 45c. each 
1894, 1895. 18%, 1897, 1898, 1899 

}4 dollars, at 36c. each 

MINOR PROOF SETS 



1880, 15c. 

1881, 25c. 

1882, 30c. 

1883, 35c. 

1884, 22c. 

1885, 32c. 

1886, 32c. 



1889, 25c. 

1890, 13c. 

1891, 13c. 

1892, 15c. 

1893, 22c. 

1894, 18c. 

1895, 18c. 



1897, 25c. 

1898, 25c. 

1899, 20c. 

1900, 18c. 

1901, 18c. 

1902, 18c. 

1903, 20c. 



1888, 23c. 18%, 25c. 1904, 15c. each 
Prices for any other Coins wanted on application. 

WILLIAM HESSLEIN 

674 Elm St.. New Haven. Conn. 



Pattern and 

Experimental Pieces 

Bought and Sold 



I make this series a specialty, 
and have specimens that will 
interest any collector. Corres- 
pondence solicited. Address 

E. H. ADAMS 

Pattern Expert, 

40 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

TcL 1346 Main. 



ADOLPH E. CAHN 
il^umi0mati0t 

8S NIEDENAN 

Frankfort on Main. 



Just Come Out : CATALOGUE XXIII. 

European Coins and Medals. 

6600 Lots. 



Periodical Sales at Auction. 



Apply for Catalogues to Adolph £. Cahn. 
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Coin Packets for Sale 

Postage and registry extra. Average condition very good 

Packet Price 

1 1 American Colonial prior to 1 790 — $ 25 

2 8 U. S. Large Cents, different dates- •• 25 

3 7 U.S. Flying Eagle White Cents ■•• 25 

4 3 U.S. 1909 varieties Lincoln Cents.. 25 

5 4 U S. Bronze Two Ct. pes. dlff... . 25 

6 2 U. S. Silver Three Ct. pes. dlff 25 

7 5 U. S. Nickel Three Ct. pes diff 25 

8 3 U. S. Silver Five Ct. pes. diff 25 

9 8 U. S. Civil War Tokens, diff. var . • ■ 25 

10 2 Historical Medals, diff. varieties 25 

11 12 Foreign Coins different varieties- •• 25 

12 1 Ancient Roman Coin 1500yrs. old- 25 

13 3 American Colonials, different 50 

14 2 U. S. Half Cts. diff. types and dates- 50 

15 17 U. S. Large Cents, diff. dates 50 

16 5 U.S. 1909 Cents, diff. varieties.. . 50 
1 7 25 Foreign Coins, all different 50 

18 3 Ancient Roman Coins, different. ••• 50 

19 1 Ancient Silver Roman Coin, dlff 50 

20 1 U. S. Twenty Cent pes.. C. C. Mint 75 

21 3 English Tokens prior to 1804. diff-.. 75 

22 1 Spanish Dollar, dated before 1810- - 75 

23 2 Ancient Silver Roman Coins, dlff — 75 

24 5 U.S. Half Cents, different dates.... 100 

25 40 U. S. Large Cents before 1 857 I 00 

26 6 U. S. Large Cents before 1816 100 

27 4 U. S. Large Cents before 1 809 100 

28 8 U. S. Half Cents, diff. dates 150 

29 10 U. S. Cents before 1823, diff. dates- 1 50 

30 1 U. S. Liberty seated, silver dollar. ■ • 2 00 

31 85 U.S. Big Copper Cts. before 1857- 2 00 

32 1 California Gold Quarter Dollar 2 00 

33 3 U. S. Trade Dollars, diff. dates 2 50 

34 59 U. S. Small Cents, dlff. dates and var. 3 00 

35 2 U. S. Silver Dollars, before 1 80 4-. - - 5 00 

36 26 U. S. Half Cents, diff. dates 7 50 

37 61 U. S. Large Cenrs. different dates--- 9 00 

38 4 U. S. Gold Dollars, different dates- - 9 00 

Arnold Numiamatic Co., Providence, R. I. 
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I *r o" COINS i 

The famous collection of Swiss 
Gold Coins, the property of Adolf 
Ikle of St. Gall, will probably be 
sold by the undersigned early in 
May. Write for catalogues. 

LEO HAMBURGER, 

B General Numismatist. 

Frankfort, O.M. (Germany) Scheffeltrasse 24 



Fixed Price List No. 4 

Of Gold, Silver. Copper Coins, U. S. 
Bills, Fractional Currency, Confederate 
Notes, Etc., ready for mailing about 
April 15th, 1911. If interested, inclose 
2c. stamp for postage. 

JOHN A. LEWIS 

253 North Washtenaw Avenue, 
Chicago, 111. 



World's Greatest Collector Magazine 

FOUNDED IN 1895. 



-She Philatelic West and 
Collector's World 

Superior, Nebraska, U.S.A. 

The oldest, largest monthly American Collectors' 
Paper. 100 pages each issue, replete with interesting 
reading and advertising, illustrated, pertaining to 
Stamps, Curios, Coins. Postal Cards and entire Covers, 
Minerals, Relics of all kinds. Old Books, Weapons. 
Guns, Pistols, Medals, etc. Over 3,600 pages issued 
in two years. Have you any hobby 7 Pays to be a 
reader of the West. Organizes largest Clubs and 
and Societies of thefr kind. 

An unimitated expensive meritorious feature is the 
publication in each number <^ illustrations ok leading 
collectors and dealers of the world, and their pbces 
of business. 

50 cents for 12 numbers} Foreign and 
Canaddf $1 or 4s, Sample Free« 

L. T. BRODSTONE, Publisher, 

Superior, NebrMka, U.S.A. 



A Collection of U. S. Silver and Copper Coins 

Fractional Currency and Colonial Coins, Foreign 
Silver and Copper Coins, will be sold at Mail 
Auction, May 10th, 1911, by 

W. M. SELLERS, P. 0. Box 523, Altoona, Pa. 

A list sent upon request. 



NOREVS SNAPS No. 26 

25 Large Cents, different dates, good or better Sl.OO 
25 Small " " " " " ** $1.00 

25 Foreign Coins, ** ** ** ** ** .25 

25 Civil War Tokens, good or better .75 

25 Hard Times $1.50 

25 War, Confederate and Broken Bank Bills $1X)0 

25 different Roman Coins attributed $2.00 

Send for my monthly circular of mail auction of 
Coins, etc., ending 25th of every month. 
H. E. MOREY. 41 W— himton St., Boaton, Masa 

WANTED FOR CASH— All kinds of 

Coins and entire Collections. No lot too 

large. What have you to offer? We 

have the ready cash at all limes. 

Write us. 

Indianapolis Stamp & Coin Co., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

WANTED— The following numbers of 
the American Journal of Numismatics 
Volume II, entire; and No. 53 of Vol. 
VI. HowLAND Wood, Brookline, Mass. 

WANTED—Copies of any date of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Boston 
Numismatic Society. Howi^and Wood, 
93 Perry St., Brookline, Mass. 

MEHL'S NUMISMATIC MONTHLY. 
A House Organ? NIT. Send fifty 
cents for a year's subscription and be 
convinced. If not satisfied after you 
receive twelve issues, money promptly 
refunded. P. O. Box 976, Ft. Worth, 
Texas. 

U. S. CENTS, in choice condition, for 
sale ; also Hard Times Tokens. Condi- 
tion is my specialty. Everett Van 
VooRHis, Nelsonville, N. Y. 

U. S. SILVER, Minor Proof Sets, U. 
S. Fractional Currency for sale. L. L. 
Gerry. Stoneham, Mass. 

BOOKS, Civil War, Early West, lu- 
dians, Archeology, Biography, Travel, 
Arctic and First Editions, Cash or part 
Cash and allow quarter each for good 
Colonial Coppers, fifty cents, fine. 
S. TowNSEND, 445 W. 6th St., Plainfield, 
N.J. 

THE EDITOR desires to obtain more 
correspondents in foreign countries, 
who will furnish numismatic notes and 
original contributions. Any correspon- 
dence received we will be glad to trans- 
late and send copies of this magazine in 
exchange. Address, A. R. Frby, Edi- 
tor, 34 A Hampton Place, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

The Doctor Heath Memorial Medal 

A few copies still remain unsold. Secure one at once 
as the dies will shortly be destroyed. On sale in 
Bronze at $2. Silver at $5. Address 

D. MACON WEBSTER. Chairmtn, 
26 BROAD STREET, - NEW YORK CITY. 
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^ Two Large Public Sales ! ^ 



For Mqlv 15th and 16th, next, 

_ have catalogued a four sessions sale of a wide variety of Coins, Medals, 
jtl Paper Money, Indian Relics, Old Weapons, Gems, Necklaces, Rings, 
™ Scarf-pins and other Jewelry, Curios, Antiques, etc., to be sold by the 
^ Mcr win-Clay ton Co., 20 E. 20th Street, New York. 

For the First Week in June, 

I am cataloguing a very fiue sale to be held at my own rooms, 32 E. 23rd 
Street, New York, including Six Rare U. S. Half Cents in the '30s, '408, 



¥, 



¥ 



» and '50S ; I3 Gold Pieces of 1865 and 1873 ; a Gold Dollar of 1875 > ^^ u^- hS 

V circulated Quarter Eagle of 1829, (one of which sold for ^66 in the Woodin " 

£|j Sale) ; a fine collection United States Silver and Copper Coins, including lA 

^ a splendid Cent Collection, Jackson Tokens, and much other material, ''J 



a splendid Cent Collection, Jackson Tokens, and much other material, 
#. which will contribute to make it one of the best sales of the season. 
9n Iq preparation, Catalogue of the Kahn Collection of Foreign Coins 

and United States Cents— 5,000 pieces. 

Catalogues Free. Priced Catalogues 50c. for each session of sale. 
|H THOMAS L. ELDER, 32 E. 32nd street, New York City. 
I can get you the best results, if you wish to sell your collection. 







I Hold a Public Aucx 

tion Sale of Coins, 

Medals and Paper 

Money Every Month 


Mm Sile It Hmiieli 

llth May and Following Days 

Antique 
Greek and Roman Coins 

Forming the collections of Rev. 
Percy Barron, and of a well- 
known English learned amateur 
(Whyteleafe). 

A fine catalogue with 39 plates 
M. 20, without plates M. 2, has been 
issued, and all information re- 
quested is given by the expert, 

Jacob Hirsch, Ph, D, 

Munich, 6ermany 
Arcisstrasse 17 

Telegraphic Address i Stater Munich. 
Branch at Paris i 364 Rue St. Honore. 


H Your name entered on my 
distribution list, without charge 
or obligation. 


LYMAN R LOW, 

14 East 23rd St., 
New York, N. Y. 
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BEN G. GREEN, Numismallst, 

1535 Masonic Temple^ Chicago^ IlL I 

Large Sales Monthly Until Summer Comes Again 



THE only numismatic dealer in the West holding PUBLIC AUCTION 
SALES. Located in the heart of the coin collection district of the 
country. Exceptional opportunities for obtaining and disposing of fine 
specimens. One coin or entire collections purchased or sold on commission. 



A Catalog for the Asking 



Send Youf Want List 



The Numismatic Collector's Best Companion, 

Creen's Reference and Check- Book. 

A pocket size book, printed and ruled for keeping complete record of a collection : condition, 
price paid, when and from whom purchased, etc. Gives the number of pieces of every denomination 
coined for each year and from every U. S. mint, and a complete list of Territorial Gold. Fractional 
Currency and Encased Postage Stamps. The rarity of any U. S. coin at a glance. Particularly 
valuable for mint mark collectors. Blank space provided for additions of future years' coinage, making 
it perpetxial. Blank pa^es for list of Colonials, books, etc. 1 12 pages and supplements to 1909. 
Price, boards. $1.; Flexible leather, gilt edges. $1.25, Every user a booster. If you have not seen it. 
order one. Money back if you are not delighted. Compiled, published and 



^B9G 



Sold by BEN G. GREEN, Masonic Tomplo, Chicago, III. 

SIOLi^bSG 
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JliN KOBAVACAWA CO. 

NunlsMtlsts and Philatelists 

P.O. Box 214 34 Water St. 
YOKOHANA, JAPAN. 

Experts of Far Eastern Coins 

C FECIAL Periodical Offers 
of curious and rare coins 
of the Far East. Price lists 
sent free on application. 

Correspondence Solicited. 

All inquiries answered 

if stamp for return 

postage is sent. 



Hombora of all 

Principal Europoan and Amorican 

Numismatic and Philatelic 

Socletiea. 



U. S. Coins 
Cheap! 

Gold Dollar*, Fine ^ ^ ^ ^ * 
Three "Dollar Gold Pes., Fine ^ ^ ,> * 
FiYe^Dollar *' " I806-0«.^"II"13 each 
Silver Dollar. 1795, very good ^ ^ * 

*' 1796, "".....,. 
" 1798, •• " ^ ^ ^ 

" 1799, ••••"..." 
1877, Minor Proof Sets ^ »• ^ ^ 

1877, 5c piece Proof * 4> ^ ^ ^ 

1873, 2c *' " ^ , , , ^ 

1793, Cent Chain, rery good , , , , 
1793, Cent Wreath, " " , , , 

Isabella Quarter, unc. * * ^ ^ ^ 
Lafayette Dollar, fine * * * ^ ^ 



S2.40 
M.75 
$104)0 
S4X)0 
$4.50 
S3X)0 
$34X> 
$8X)0 
S4.00 
$3.75 

$axx> 

$7.50 

.75 

$2.00 



FRED MICHAEL & BRO., 

72 Dearborn St., 

Chicago, Illinois. 
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Such rings are to be seen upon the monuments of the ancient Egyptians and 
are alluded to by classic authorities. They supplied a transitional stage between 
objects of barter and true money but were certainly made of agreed weights and 
values. Gold rings passed current throughout the Orient among not only Egyp- 
tians but the Jews, Hittites and other races as well as among the Germanic 
peoples of the north. The Sagas and Eddas of the Northmen are full of references 
to a currency of rings. 

2. BAR FORMED MONEY. 

Bars of metal have served as money from the earliest ages to the present day. 
Such were naturally the shapes of the pieces of metal newly melted from the ore, 
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but they were often worked into bars of definite size and weight per section for 
greater convenience in handling and transmission These bars have been of all 
sorts of shapes from thick and heavy ingots down to mere *' skewers,'* as they 
were called, from the Greek d^eXUrKoi (from which "Obelisk'* and **Obolus*' are 
derived. 

Schliemann found such bars in the refuse heaps of Troy and identifies them 
as the Homeric talents (**Talent" originally meant ** property " or ** possession"). 
Herodotus recounts that the Kings of Persia caused the precious metal they 
received as tribute to be cast in earthen jars which, when it had cooled, were 
broken, and from the ingots thus formed, pieces were cut off as required. The 
story of the iron skewers of King Pheidon of Argos has been told in The Numis- 
matist, and the pecunia or cattle stamped bars of the Romans are well known to 
those versed in the lore of coins. Closer to our day come the copper bars of the 
Dutch in Java and the Brazilian gold ingots stamped on one end from coin dies. 
Both are of the early half of the nineteenth century. 

3. GLOBULAR SHAPED MONEY. 

The most primitive money is, of course, the mere lump of metal, cast in a 
crucible, and these could pass by weight like all other crude metal. The Siamese 
tical money is, however, a slight advance from the rough lump in being doubled 
upon itself and stamped with one or more punch marks. 

4. DATE FORMED MONEY. 

Certain Persian coins of early times long puzzled antiquarians because of their 
peculiar oval form, but it was finally recognized that this shape recalled a still 
earlier employment of dates in barter. 

5. SWORD AND KNIFE SHAPED COINS. 

The Chinese Tao or Knife money, sometimes called *' Razor money," is well 
known as one of the most curious coin shapes. The tale of its institution thiough 
a Chinese General having ordered his men to exchange their knives for povi- 
sions which they lacked, is only relatively true, as the Mongols ever since their 
Bronze Age have used sword blades, knife blades, hatcht-t and arrow heads as 
objects of barter, and the Chinese Tao shape is si»nply that of the old Scythian 
knife. Such knives were employed by the Anglo Saxon and Danish invaders of 
England and have been found in the River Thames, but British archaeologists 
recognize that they were obtained from the fnr northeast. More curious is the 
manner in which the blade dwindled in size and the suspension ring was flattened 
to receive an inscription, until in the end as a frog develops from a tadpole the 
Chinese "Cash" came into existence. 

6. SQUARE FORMS OF MONEY. 

Money of a rectangular character is of very ancient record indeed. It includes 
in a measure the '* Bar money " already alluded to (§3.) and the electrum bars of 
Halicarnassus. 

The ingot is not, however, the chief object of our research. Square coins 
were issued by many ancient Kings, among them those of Bactria and ludo- 
Scythia. The square Bu m«»ney of the Japanese is a'so well known, — Ichi denot- 
ing "one" and Ni "two," etc. 
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Square coinage started in Europe with the square bracteates of Basle during 
the Middle-Ages followed by numerous others in other places. The most note- 
worthy square and lozenge-shaped monies of Europe, however, are the innumer- 
able so-called ** Siege'* and " Necessity " Thaler, Ducats, etc., issued during 
times of war. 



7. OTHER POLYGONAL FORMS. 

Siege and Necessity pieces, medals, jetons, etc., and certain Oriental coins 
stamped upon bar or sheet metal, have often been clipped in hexagonal, octagonal 
and other odd geometric forms for convenience. 

8. OVAL COINS. 

We have already mentioned the **date*' money of the Persians. The thick 
oval fabric of early ancient coins was largely the result of their being struck upon 
crucible formed bullets of metal, but the modern Chinese and Japanese have pur- 




posely made oval coins, and an oval form has been given to many tokens, jetons 
and medals of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries for the purpose of dis- 
tinguishing them from current coins. 



{To be continued.) 
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UNUSUAL NUMISMATIC SPECIMENS. 

The following are some fragments that the present writer sent the late Dr. 
Heath before his demise. They were mislaid at the time and only recently came 
to light. They were to have been run under the general heading of "Unusual 
Numismatic Specimens.'* 

As many years have now passed since anything has appeared in the columns 
of Thb Numismatist under this caption a word of explanation for the benefit of 
our new members may be appropriate. 

In looking over the returned copy and reading the annotations appended by 
Dr. Heath it seems like a direct and personal message from beyond the Great 
Divide and memory lifting the veil of the present pours forth a flood of recollec- 
tions of the events of the past: of the years that record the beginning and early 
history of the A. N. A. with its trials and struggles, when sneers and disparage- 
ments was handed us in generous measure, but we were held together by the 
earnest and untiring efforts of our lamented founder. No matter how dark the 
future, he always by his example encouraged us to press forward; *'Kver Onward " 
was his watchword, for he had an abiding confidence that time would see the rich 
fruition of our endeavors. 

Back in the Eighties and Nineties the writer was fortunate in obtaining quite 
a number of numismatic specimens that were somewhat uncommon, but many 
were rich in historical interest. 

The Doctor being fairly well acquainted with the contents of my cabinet 
expressed the wish that I prepare and forward him sufficient copy for one install- 
ment each month. This it was my pleasure to do, and the matter thus prepared 
was published under the heading of *' Unusual Numismatic Specimens. '* 

Inasmuch as the MSS. bear a number of annotations by Dr. Heath it seems 
best that they should be put into type without change, as it may be the last matter 
that will ever be printed containing notes from the pen of our faithful leader and 
distinguished founder. B. P. Wright. 



DUKE OF CUMBERLAND MEDAL. 

Obv. Duke of Cumberland mounted on his charger, holding his sword aloft. 

Legend, **DUKE OF CUMBER:" 
Rev. At the left a standing figure has transfixed with his sword a figure (Charles 

Edward) who is attempting to grasp a crown that surmounts a column at the 

right of the field. 
Legend, "COME BACK AGAIN." In exergue, PRETENTER (sic). Brass 

size. 21. 

This legend when addressed to one just having received two feet of cold steel 
could not have produced as much pleasure as the words seem to indicate. 

It is not easy to determine what the designer intended by this reverse, for 
Charles Edward did not die in this manner, nor at the hands of the Duke of Cum- 
berland. It may be meant for a representation of the death of Roderick Macken- 
zie, who did suffer death in about this way. During the strict search that was 
made by the Royal troops after the battle of Culloden, the Pretender had to seek 
many hiding places, one of them being a hut, where be remained for nearly forty 
days. One morning one of his adherents informed him that the hut was entirely 
surrounded by Royal troops, and that all was lost. 

The Pretender exclaimed, "Then we must die like brave men with swonls in 
our hands.*' *'No, my prince," said Mackenzie, *' let me take your name, and 
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face the approaching parties. I know what my fate will be; but while I keep our 
adversaries employed, your royal highness may find means to escape." Roderick 
Mackenzie then rushed forth, sword in hand, and upon meeting the Royal troops 
suffered death in nearly the method depicted on thix medal In falling, Macken- 
zie, true to his promise, exclaimed to the troops. '* You know not what you have 
done; I am your prince.'* Notwithstanding his assertion, the soldiers cut off his 
head and carried it to the Duke of Cumberland, who took it by post-chaise to Lon- 
don, where several persons declared it was the head of Charles Edward, as the 
likeness was so remarkable. 

So sure were the authorities that they had the right head that the reward of 
^30,000 was paid and they withdrew the troops, thus enabling the Pretender to 
make his escape into Prance. His decease occurred in Rome, January 3i8t, 1788. 

History would have paid higher honor to his memory had he met his death 
in the tragic manner shown on this medal, for he died a common sot over 40 years 
after the destruction of his hopes at Cullcden. 



*'THE PLAGUES OF ENGLAND." 

Obv. Bust facing the left. 

Legend. *'GEORGIUS II. D.O. REX. *' I. Kirk" on the truncation. 

Rev. A figure representing Truth seated upon a cloud, from which ravs emanate. 
She holds two tablets of the Law in her lap; in her right hand is an olive 
sprig; her feet rest upon a dragon having six heads. These heads represent 
the Pope the French King, the Pretender (Prince Charles), the devil, Folly, 
and Poverty. 

The dragon was named in satire " Hexandria," or the " Plagues of England.** 
Part of the satire is, that in botany *' Hexandria *' denotes a plant having six 
stamens; the word is from two Greek words, *' Hex "-six and "Aner"-Male. 
The dragon has six male heads, that in the mind of the designer constituted the 
"Plagues of England." The dragon holds a ribbon inscribed "REBELLIO.** 
Legend, "VERITAS LIBERAVIT.*' DEC. MDCCXLV. Truth free us. Signed 
"I. Kirk, F.'* Copper size. 19. 

In cutting this design Kirk seems to hnve had in mind a caricature published, 
against the conduct of the French Nation, in giviug support and aid to the Pre- 
tender, as it bears the same individuals as Kirk cut into the die 

The title of the caricature was "French Folly, or The Plagues of England.'* 
The word " Rebellio** on the ribbon refer* to the Jacobite Rebellion. 

Following is another medal, struck from the same obverse side, but combined 
with a new reveise die, also cut bv Kirk. 



Rev. A map of the British Islands guarded by a fleet of eight ships. At the left 
is seen the hand of God reaching out from a cloud, holding a sword. At the 
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right is the Legend, ** PERFICIT MIRACULA"; below, thedate 1745. The 
point of the sword is in the immediate vicinity of the Isle of Skye. It was 
here **the young Pretender" first put his foot on Scottish soil, or as one 
of the ballads punningly relates, 

** His descent was from sky as theteby he*d declare 
His design was strange castles to bui d in the air." 



A "POPISH PLOT" MEDAL. 

Obv. Bust of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey facing the right. Legend, "E- GOD- 
FREY MORIENDO RESTITVIT REM." 
E. Godfrey, by dying, he restored the Protestant interest. 

Rev. Reversed faces joined, one representing Pope Innocent, the other the 
Devils. Legend. " ECCLISIA PERVERS TENET FACIEM DIABOLI." 
A preserve church shows the face of the devil. 
These medals were cast in brass. Size, 22. 
Some were made with loops that they might be worn as badges. 

This Medal commemorates the death of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey and belongs 
to the series of the " Popish Plot Medals." 

This plot was supposed to be a Roman Catholic conspiracy to massacre all the 
Protestants, burn London, kill the King (Charles II ), and make England a Catho- 
lic nation. The fabric of the plot came out of the brain of Titus Oates, who, in 
the summer of 1678, went before Sir Edmundbury Godfrey the acting magistrate 
with his remarkable deposition. 

As Godfrey had been somewhat active against the Jesuits in his official 
capacity, the report of his being missing being given out by his friends on the 
morning of October 12th, and the finding of his body in a ditch near Primrose 
Hill five days later, which showed unmistakable evidence that he had been mur- 
dered, gave credence to the story of Oates. 

A certain Wm. Bedloe testified that he was present at the murder and upon 
his testimony Green, Berry, Hill and Kelly were tried, condemned, and executed. 
Some of whom were said to be Jesuits. 

These events following in rapid succession so inflamed the public mind that 
the so-called *' Popish Plot " attained marked notoriety. 

Dryden (in his Absolom and Achitophel) calls Godfrey "Agag" and Oates 
•* Corah." 

" Corah might for Agag's murder call. 
In terms as coarse as Samuel used to Saul." 

See (I Sam. XV.) Agag was hewed to pieces by Samuel. 

Hepworth Dixon in his work **Her Majesty's Tower" (vol. i, p. 299), throws 
considerable light on the plot. His idea being that Oates who had but recently 
returned from Spain met some Jesuits at While Horse Tavern. Pipes and tobacco 
and mugs of ale produced some convivial conversation. Oates being in needy cir- 
cumstances carried the "small talk" enlarged by his own vivid imagination, to 
King Charles. 

The King gave Oates a big fee for his story and sent officers to seize a num- 
ber of Catholic Lords and lodge them in the Tower. About all the real truth the 
"plot" contained is that Oates received a pension of 1200 pounds a year, but his 
enjoyment was short, for in less than seven years he was convicted of perjury on 
two indictments and sentenced to be publicly whipped, stand in the pillory, and 
be held in perpetual imprisonment. 
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That Sir Godfrey was murdered and four felons paid the penalty for this 
crime is beyond question, but the lej^end on the medal staiinj? that *' by dying he 
restored the Protestant interest" is a histoiical error that has required years to 
correct. 

Dryden's description of Oates is : 

" His long chin proved his wit, his saintlike grace 
A church vermilion, and a Moses face. 
His memory miraculously great. 
Could plot, exceeding man's belief relate." 



WAS MINORCA SOLD FOR FRENCH GOLD? 

Obv. Admiral Byng standing facing the left. He is represented as holding out 
his hand to receive a bag of gold from some one entirely concealed, save a 
right fore arm and hand holding the bag. Behind Byng is a ship riding at 
anchor. Above the legend, *'WAS MINORCA SOLD," in exergue, 
"FOR FRENCH GOLD," at the left "BY" and at the right "B." 

Rev. William Blakney standing holding a flag before a fort from which three 
guns are firing. A shio is at the right. Legend above, "BRAVE BLAK- 
NEY REWARD." In"exergue, "BUT TO B, GIVE A CORD." 
These medals are rather scarce in fine condition. Copper size, 22. 

Admiral Byng was the son of old Admiral Byng of Queen Anne's days, who 
had been raised to the peerage by the title of Earl of Tarrington. 

In the years 1754-56 the French and English nations were at war. During the 
month of January, 1756, woid reached England that the French contemplated an 
attack on Minorca, which was considered a second Gibralter. 

Blakney held the fort, with a small body of troops, which Byng was sent to 
succor, but from one cause and another, he did not reach Minorca until the 
French had landed 16.000 men, who laid seige to the fortress held by Blakney. 
When Byng arrived, May i8th, the French fleet of 13 ships made its appearance, 
then the two hostile armaments were formed in battle array, but no action took 
place. Night falling, the French withdrew. The next day (May 19th) about noon 
the French fleet appeared. After Byng bad formed his fleet in line of battle, he 
gave the signal to engage, but "in so contradictory a manner that it caused con- 
fusion among his fleet." Only one ship, under the command of Rear Admiral 
West, did effective service. The French fleet withdrew and Byng called a counsel 
of war, and representing the strength of the enemy as superior to his own, advised 
a withdraw, thus leaving Blakney to his fate. Blakney held out for five weeks 
and then made an honorable capitulation. When the news reached England the 
country was thrown into fury at what was considered cowardice and treacherous 
conduct on the part of Byng. Many persons thought the French had purchased 
the Admiral, or by giving him gold persuaded him to \iithdraw his fleet. 

Neither could claim a victory as both had disappeared. The newswapers pub- 
lished many different accounts, but the following is one of the best. 

" We have lately been told 
Of two admirals bold. 

Who engaged in a terrible fight ; 
They met after noon. 
Which we think, was too soon. 

As they both ran away before night." 
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The French admiral was De la Galissoniere, who was no more desirous of 
fif^htingf than Byng. So great was the fury that ordeis were issued to place Byng 
under arrest and send him home a prisoner. He was court-martialed on his return 
and shot, his execution taking place on his own quarter-deck in the year 1757. 

Blakney was raised to the peerage for his brave defence, but he did not live 
long to enjoy the honor, as he died in 1761. 



KEPPEL MEDAL. 

Obv. Bust of Viscount Keppel. Legend, •' THE HONble AUGUSTUS KEPPEL 
ADMiRL of • Blue." 

Rev. Standing figure of Justice holding an uplifted sword in her right hand, and 
balances in her left. One foot rests upon a prostrate figure, in chains, repre- 
senting Envy. A ship is in the left field. In exergue, "Feb. 11 : 1779 " 
These medals are not common. Brass size, 22. 

The subject of this medal was born April 2nd, 1725. entered the English Navy 
under Lord Anson, and passing in rapid succession through the minor naval grades 
he became commander of the Sapphire frigate in the fall of 1744. Three years 
later, in venturing too near the French coast, he was captured. For this error of 
judgment he was brought to a court-martial, but was exonerated, aad soon after 
appointed commander of the frigate Anson, and despatched to the Mediterranean, 
where he negotiated a treaty of peace with Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis. 

An amusing incident occurred at an audience he obtained of the Dey of 
Algiers, for the purpose of demanding the restoration of some vessels that had 
been captured by pitates. His bold bearing rather angered the Dey, who 
exclaimed, " 1 wonder at the English King's insolence in sending me such a fool- 
ish, beardless boy." 

Keppel made reply, ** Had my Master supposed wisdom to be measured by the 
length of the beard, he would have sent you a he-goat." This reply so enraged 
the haughty potentate that he ordered his Mutes to bow-string Keppel. 

The Admiral did not weaken, but coolly pointing to his ships, said : "If it be 
your will to put me to death, there are Englishmen enough in that fleet to make 
me a glorious funeral pile." 

The Dey saw the point, and ordered the return of the ships the pirates had 
taken. In 1754 Keppel was commander of the squadron that conveyed General 
Braddock's troops to Virginia. October 21st of the same year he was promoted to 
rack of rear admiral of the blue, and was sent to Cuban waters. In January, 1778, 
Keppel was stationed in home waters. On the 17th of June he discovered two 
French frigates reconnoitering his squadron and ordered chase. One ship was 
captured. Although the French and English were not at this time at war, soon 
afterwards two mure French vessels were taken, and by papers found in the prizes, 
the admiral learned that the enemy had more than thirty sail in line and 12 
frigates ready for the sea. 

Keppel returned to port for re-enforcements and upon their receipt he again 
sailed. On the 27th of July the two fleets came into action off Ushant. 

The English received rather more damage than they inflicted. Night falling, 
Keppel spent the time repairing his ships for what he considered would be a 
" fight to finish on the morrow," but the enemy did not appear. 
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The French commander reported that the English had the advanta|i;e and did 
not follow it up Keppel returned to port to refit. After he had put to sea, certain 
anonymous notes appeared in the papers reflecting upon his conduct. 

Finally, Sir Hugh Palliser, his second in command, published obnoxious 
remarks concerning Keppel. The war of words waxed warm between the two 
Knglish Captains. The report of the French commander, confessing that the 
Bnglish had the advantage, coming to England, a court-martial was ordered. 

This threw the populace in a frenzy of excitement, for Keppel was a popula r 
hero and Palliser was thought to be actuated by jealousy. On the date mention e d 
on the medal, Feb, ii, 1799, the charge against Keppel was solemnly declare d 
ill founded and his behavior was that of a brave, judicious and experienced office t. 
His acquittal was followed by the most enthusiastic rejoicing on the part of th e 
public and both houses of Parliament. The city of London and West India mer - 
chants honored him with a vote of thanks for his gallantry and skill. 

This medal was struck to commemorate his acquittal. Soon afterwards he 
was created Viscount of Eloedon. His death occurred Oct. 2nd, 1786. (''Memoirs 
of the Georgian Era, Vol. II., art. Keppel.*') 

MEDALS OF RODNEY. 



lO HAVING^ 

[THE 5CRVICCfl 

HIS C03BITIIY 
ilSAMPiyjREJPAI© 
BBT THE CAfTdRE, 



Obv. Bust of Rodney to right in naval uniform. Legend, "G. B. RODNEY." 
Rev. "THE HERO WHO HAVING SPENT HIS YOUTH IN THE SERVICE 

OF HIS COUNTRY, IS AMPLY REPAID BY THE CAPTURE OF 

ST. EUSTATIA FEBy 3D, 1781.'* Brass size, 22. 



This medal is Betts No. 579, but he does not give the size. 




Obv. An entirely different bust of Rodney facing the left, in naval uni foim. 

Legend, as ou the above. 
Rev. Two ships engaged. A fortress on the left. Legend above, **ROD hhY 

FOR EVER." 

This medal is very rare. Pewter size, 24. 

Betts has one in Pewter but it differs from this (see his No. 580^ ^^^T^ 
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Obv. Another bust of Roflney facinjjj the right, in naval uniform. Lejs^end, "ST. 
GEORGE BRIDGKS RODNEY, ADMIRAL OF YE WHITE." 

Rev. Rodney's flagship surrounded by a cable, a fortress in the distance. Brass 
size, 21. 

This is interesting as it gives us his title in full. Medals of Rodney are not 
easy to obtain. 

Doctor Marvin (one of our Honorary Members) and Lyman H. Low, who 
edited Betts' work American Colonial History, in a foot note at bottom of page 269 
states " we have not seen these two medals of Rodney." 

Lord Rodney was born at Walton-upon-Thames, England, in 1718. He gained 
a decisive victory over the Spanish fleet off Cape St. Vincent in 1780, and captured 
St. Eustatia in 1781, and defeated the French fleet under Count de Grasse in the 
West Indies the following year. His death occurred in 1792. Rodney had such a 
passiou for gambling that he had to leave England and reside in Paris, and often 
was in want for small sums for his personal necessities. Becoming acquainted 
with a French nobleman he borrowed sufficient to return to England in 1778 

While in Cleveland-row St James^ he delineated on paper a plan of naval 
manoeuvres of breaking or intersecting a battle line of a fleet of war-ships under 
the command of the French Count de Grasse. 

The French Government hearing of this and already having a hi^h opinion of 
Rodney's abilities, sent Due de Birou to offer him a position of high rank in the 
French Navy. Rodney replied, "Monsieur le Due. my distress is indeed great, 
but no temptation can estrange me from the service of my country. Had this offer 
been voluntary on your part. I should have considered it an insult, but I am glad 
that it proceeds from a source (i. e., the King of France) that can do no wrong." 

Soon afterward* Due le Chartres informed Rodney that he had been appointed 
commander of the French fleet that would proceed against Admiral Keppel, and 
asked his opinion of the probable result of an engagement of the two fleets. Rod- 
ney answered, " My opinion is that Keppel will carry your Highness home with 
him, to teach you English." 

Rodney gave personal orders for every manoeuvre during the 12 hours of the 
hard fought batt'e of St. Eustatia. Not once did he leave his quarter deck, and 
all the nourishment he had was obtained from a lemon. 

In the language of to-day, he **haijded the lemon" to the French Admiral 
without once losing his presence of mind or showing any signs of fear. 

In the " Life of Rodney " this anecdote is given : " During the famous vic- 
tory of the 1 2th of April, 1782, a bantam cock perched himself upon the poop of 
Rodney's ship and at every broadside that was poured into the Ville-de-Paris 
clapped his wings and crew." Rodney took special care of this bantam until his 
death. 
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THE PRODUCTION OF PAPER MONEY. 



A Paper by J. E. Ralph, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Read Before 
The New York Numismatic Ciub, February 10, 1911, by Gearge H. Blake. 



( Concluded front page 142.) 



In coaaection with any scheme for changing; the design of our paper currency 
it is necessary to emphasize certain features which are absolutely essential to all 
notes. First of all, certain wording is required by law on each of the different 
certificates, for example take the wording for Silver certificates : 

** Silver Certificate. This certifies that there has been deposited 
in the Treasury of the United States of America, one silver dollar, 
payable to the bearer on demand. Washington, D. C. Series of 1899. 
Act of August the 4th, 1886.*' 

A Silver Certificate A 

Signature of the Signature of the 

Register of the Treasury. Treasurer of the United States. 

This plan shows the essential features of a note which are required by law. 
Add to this the above wording, and it will be evident there is very little space left 
for any artistic embellishments, especially when it is nece.«sary to leave plenty of 
blank space to allow the silk fibres of the distinctive paper to show through. 
There are two other important points to be considered in connection with designs. 

First: — There must be distinctive denomination numbers in each corner of 
the note. The importance of the legibility of the counter to those who are con- 
stantly handling paper money in banks and commercial houses should not be 
underestimated. The denominational counter should be so distinct and legible as 
to allow quick reading of the denomination. The distinctive feature of the note 
is the second important point. This is the portrait which should occupy a promi- 
nent part of the design, and when carefully engraved, is the best pos8it)le circum- 
vention against counterfeiting. There is no portion of the engraving on the 
banknote that is superior to a portrait in identifying a note. 

Other points in favor of this suggested change may be summarized, as follows: 

1. To make the denominational counter or figure more distinct and legible. 

2. To prevent as far as possible the raising of the denomination of a note by 
adding another fieure. 

3. To incorporate added safeguards against counterfeiting 

4. To improve on the artistic value of the design, retaining the present 
necessary and praiseworthy simplicity. 

At the same time it seems also desirable to take advantage of this opportunity 
to consider the question of a change in the size as well as design of the paper cur- 
rency. While this question is under cousideration in the Treasury Department, 
it seems appropriate that the arguments for and against the change in size of the 
notes should be widely discussed throughout the co'intry, as nothing more in- 
timate y concerns the affairs of the people than their nione^ . It is only after a 
fair presentation of both sides of this question, that any judgment should be 
formed. 

It seems wise so consider this> question of the size of paper money from two 
points of view : — 

1. From the point of view of the Treasury Department in the interests of 
economy. 

2. From the point of view of the banks and commercial houses. 

/. From the point of view of the Treasury Department in the interests oj 

economy. 

The present size of the paper currency is 3 04 inches wide by 7.26 inches long, 
and it is suggested that it be reduced to 2)^ inches wide by 6 inches long, the 
same size as the Philipine paper currency which has proved such an unqualified 
success. It is estimated that the proposed change >\ill result in a saving of about 

$700,000. ^ T 
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//. From the point of view of banks and commercial houses. 

1. Notes bein}^ small and capable of being carried flat by individuals will be 
preserved in that shape, and would therefore be more readily handled by cashiers, 
tellers and clerks, and be capable of being closely packed. 

2. It will not be necessary to change dimensions of cash drawers, tills, com- 
partments, etc., which now hold the present size of notes, as they will also hold 
the money of the proposed size. This would not be true if the suggestion were to 
enlarge and not to make smaller the existing size. 

3. Banks as well as Sub-treasuries could store probably 25 per cent more 
notes in their vaults. 

4. By actual experiments by the bank clerks and tellers of banks in the city 
of Washington, it is found that the proposed size of notes does not tend to cramp 
the hand of those persons manipulating them, as do the present size of notes, and 
that they are just as easily handled and counted as the old notes. 

Against these many advantages in favor of the adoption of the new size of 
notes, the only objection to the scheme that seems worthy of consideration is that 
for some time there would be two sizes of paper money in use, which would prob- 
ably cause inconvenience »nd annoyance to the business public and to bank 
tellers, but this objection could be overcome largely by preparing in advance, a 
sufficient quantity of notes of the new size so that they could be exchanged for 
notes of the old size on a fixed date, simultaneously, or nearly so, with all sub- 
treasuries, banks, or other large financial institutions Preparing for the change, 
including the preparation of designs and plates and the printing of notes, would 
probably require about 18 months, and within that time a sufficient quantity of 
new notes could probably be prepared to make such exchange. The actual 
exchange could be substantially effected within a few months. The paper money 
in the hands of the general public would automatically change very rapidly, owing 
to the probab'e general desire to secure the new currency as soon as possible, on 
account of its no\*elty. 

It will be noiiced that these objections are based on the temporary incon- 
venience caused, and it is admitted that such temporary inconvenience may 
work slight hardship on some people and may cover a period of several months. 
But surely such considerations should never be allowed to stand in the way of 
permanent progress and permanent economy. 

The above arrangements for the exchange of notes of course refers only to the 
United States notes and gold and silver certificates amd can be made operative 
under Department authority, not therefore requiring special legislation. In order, 
however, to effect a reduction in the size of national bank currency without the 
necessity of legislative authority, at the same time continuing the many present 
designs, it will be necessary to change or eliminate all of the 12.000 plates now in 
use. Bach national bank has at present one or more distinctive plates bearing 
an inscription giving its title and location. Continuing the present design and at 
the same time reducing the size of the note would neces'iitate the engraving of 
over 12.000 new plates. This ct>uld doubtless be done only by the Government's 
ass imption of the expense of the new plates — a very expensive operation, as each 
plate costs I75. making a total expenditure of I900.000. 

The difficulty, however, about reduction in the size of national bank notes 
could readily be overcome with great advantage and economy, by adopting a uni- 
form circulating note which wcmld do away with the necessity of special notes for 
individual banks. Legislative action, however, would be necessary to bring about 
the desired resu't. If this >hould be brought about there will perhaps be no ap- 
preciable expense whatever thrust upon the banks in the adoption of a similar 
sized note The adoption of such a note would necessitate the preparation of only 
one hundred plates, and would result in the following? advantages: — 

1. Uniformity with United Slates notes and certificates, thus making all 
paper issues in circulation the same size. 

2. Reduction in the force of the office of the Comptroller of the currency in 
receiving currency from the Bureau, and its shipment to banks. 

3. Reduction in the vault space required by the Comptroller of the currency. 

4. There would be no necessity for the Comptroller of the currency to carry 
a reserve supply for each bank, as his stock would be conmon to all banks. The 
present reserve supply of nati>nHl bank notes in the Treasury is as follows : 

Total balance ^664,930,970 

Average amount on hand for each bank, about 6S% eapital slock. 

Emereeucy currency ^50,000,000 

Average amount for each bank, about 67% capital stuck. r^^^^T^ 
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5. Saving of a large number of sheets which are held readv for issue, but 
which are cancelled because the banks for which they are prepared ^o into 
liquidation. This item was 654,000 sheets in the last fiscal year At present the 
Treasury has to keep a reserve on hand for each of the 7,000 active national banks. 
This would result in an estimated saving of 140,000 a year 

6 Reduction of force in National Bank Redemption Agency through prob- 
able elimination of assortment of character numbers of the notes submitted for 
redemption. 

7. In time of panic or money stringency the proposed uniform currency 
would be particularly helpful. The banks could then send the necessary amount 
of bonds to the nearest sub-treasury and get its equivalent in currency. This could 
be done in the short space of time required for counting the bonds and making the 
book entry. In 1907, banks sending to Washington for their own notes had to 
wait sometimes three or four weeks for their currency. 

The proposed reduction in the size of the paper currency ought to and would 
be popular with the public, because it could be more easily hat died, once the 
strangeness and newness of it had worn off. Also, it could be carried in a pocket 
book of ordinary size with less folding.. This fact would tehd to prevent it from 
becoming soiled and torn as soon as the present notes, which have to be folded 
and created two or three times. 



A REVIEW OF THE MONEY CONDITIONS FROM THE DISCOVERY 
OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA IN 1849 TO 1870. 

By W. C. Moore of Lewisburg, Ohio. 

The experiences of the *' Forty-niners " in the western El Dorado, together 
with some accessories, namely : the discovery of gold in 1858 near Pike's Peak, then 
in western Kansas now Colorado, and that on the Jefferson fork of the Missouri 
River a little later; the discovery of silver in 1859 on Mt. Davidson, then in Utah now 
Nevada, and the finding of the precious metals in 1862 then in eastern Washington 
now Idaho, completely changed the West in one decade and was no small factor in 
causing indirectly quite a shortage in the money matters at the time. The great 
West at that period bore little resemblance to its present appearance. Then the cir- 
culating medium was not sufficient to carry on business developments, and all the 
foregoing events mentioned probably together with some other minor happenings, 
meant new investments and new enterprises which in turn meant hurried calls for 
more and quick money. The Government not being able to meet these conditions 
and satisfy the immediate needs, and the fact that gold and silver were plentiful in 
the new West, encouraged the bringing about at this period of the now much talked 
of and much coveted private issues or territorial coinages. 

After Polk's confirmation in his annual message of the rumors that gold had 
been discovered in California, the cry was " Westward Ho ! " Many people trailed 
the western route. Money became so scarce in those days that some of the citizens 
were forced to the issue of territorials; these issues being struck at a time when 
money was so great in demand, might well be termed western necessity money. It 
is an accepted fact and well ground«i, that these private coins did well their part in 
these trying times and in early western trading. 

Some of the most important and most prominent of these issues numismatically 
were those coined by Baldwin & Co. , Cincinnati Mining & Trading Co. , Augustus 
Humbert, Kellogg & Co., Moffatt & Co., U. S. Assay Office, Pacific Co., Wass, 
Molitor & Co., and Templeton Reid, all of California. Those most active in other 
sections were Clark, Gruber & Co. of California, Oregon Exchange Co. of Oregon, 
and the Mormons of Utah. 

The abundance of gold quarters, halves and dollars stamped in California in 
those early pioneer days did well their part in facilitating commercial matters. 
, While these minor gold pieces were working in the West, the East to a great degree 
had to be content with small denominational paper money, enclosed postage stamps, 
etc., for small transactions, gold and silver being at a premium. The small denom- 
inational money was known as Postage Currency and Fractional Currency, dubbed 
by many as ** shin-plasters." 

The Federal government did much experimenting in the striking of a number of 
different denominational pieces during that trying period. The silver three-cent 
piece came in 1851. The bronze two-cent piece arrived in 186-I-, the nickel three-cent 
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piece came in 1865, and the five-cent piece or nickel in 1866. The twenty -cent piece 
found its way in the seventies. The two-cent bronze; the three-cent piece, both the 
silver and the nickel coinage; the twenty-cent piece; together with the gold dollar 
which appeared first in 1849, and the three dollar gold piece, first coined in 1854, 
all may well be termed Uncle Sam's experimental coins because of their short 
lives. These various coinages, though very limited, all came at an oppK>rtune time, 
as much small change was sadly needed for the restoration and stimulation of confi- 
dence. The official records at this time show that the mintage of the standard silver 
dollar was neglected and its coinage was indeed very limited. The western emer- 
gency coin or trade dollar made its appearance in the early seventies. This coin 
during its short life did much to facilitate trade in the West. The twenty-dollar gold 
piece or double eagle first saw the day in 1849, at which time the records show that 
only one eagle screamed, this one now being in the government exhibit at the Phila- 
delphia Mint. In the middle fifties, because of the fact that copper out of the cent 
was worth more than in the cent, the authorities reduced this coin of small denomi- 
nation from its original large size to its present size. 

With the advent of the Territorials in the West, the Federal Congress strongly 
pushed the issue of large denominational currency to more nearly satisfy eastern 
conditions. In 1862, United States notes, called "Greenbacks,** were put in circu- 
lation and made legal tender after much debate. When the government began to 
issue paper money the banks suspended specie payments, and all gold and silver 
coin disappeared from circulation. Being without small change, pK>stage stamps and 
"token*' pieces of brass, copper, etc., came into use. as previously stated. This 
state of affairs caused Congress to issue its f50,000,000 in paper fractional currency. 
Both the greenbacks and fractional currency were merely ' promises to pay.** Coin 
soon commanded a premium because the government did not pay on demand. 

After nmch warm debate, Congress in 1863 established the national banking 
sy.stem. The notes of State banks were driven out of circulation in 1865 after Con- 
gress had impK>sed a tax up)on them. At this time each National bank was entitled 
to issue national bank notes to the value of ninety per cent of the bonds on deposit, 
since changed to one hundred per cent. In 1864 the Confederate money depreciated 
like the old Continental money had in Revolutionary times, and about this time our 
own Federal currency lacked stability, and nobody seemed anxious for it in payment 
of debts. In 1873 it was decided to cancel instead of reissuing the greenbacks as 
they came into the treasury, but after those in circulation had only slightly been 
reduced. Congress ordered their cancellation stopped. 

Bonds of 1863 contained the provision that they should be paid **in coin," 
while those issued in 1862 merely provided that the interest be paid in coin. Some 
demanded that these bonds should be paid in greenbacks and that the bonds be 
taxed. This was termed the '* Ohio idea " because the idea was so popular in Ohio. 
Its supporters were nicknamed '* Greenbackers," In 1869 Congress provided that 
all bonds should be paid in coin. 

The half decade immediately following the Rebellion was a time of great pros- 
perity, wild speculation and extraordinary industrial development in our country, 
especially east of the Rockies. " More money '* was the slogan. Paper money cir- 
culated at less than its face value as measured in coin as previously stated. Money 
conditions went from bad to worse and Congress so as to quiet the disturbance was 
forced in the seventies to redeem fractional currency at its face value in silver coins, 
and greenbacks in specie. 



€)bituarp. 



WILLIAM L. WENTWORTH 

Mr. Wentworih, a member of the A. N. A., died in the Soldiers* Home, in 
Noroton, Conn., on Apiil 26ih. and he was buried in Maplegrove Cemetery, at 
Chicopee, Mass He was associated with his father in business during his younger 
life, his father being one of the early contractors of Chicopee. For a number of 
years Mr. Wentworth was in business in Spriuf^field, conducting an antique shop. 
He was considered one of the ablest numismatists iu the Connecticut valley, and 
was often consulted in matters relating to antiques and numismatics. At the out- 
break of the civil war he enlisted in one of the Chicopee companies that went to 
the front, serving for a period of three years. 
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MODERN CHINESE COPPER COINS 



Entered in IV. F, Dunham Manuscript Prize Competition. 



Continued from last month. 



Concluded. 

GLOSSARY. 

In order to make these Notes as in«^tructive as possible, I append an abridjs^ed 
glossary and translation of all the Chinese characters found on the coins mentioned 
in this work. 

(Note. — The inscriptions are written from left to rif^ht so as to adapt them to the 
English style of composition, while on the coins themselves they are found inversely, 
that is, from right to left.) 

Main Inscriptions, inscribed in the field of the Rev. 
■:fc fli iW W * ' Tai Ching Ti Kuo Copper Coin ' ' found on all the issues of the coins 

of the General Series bearing this name. 
3t ^ 7t Iff '* Original Coin of the Kwong Su Period " seen on all the issues of the 

Regular Provincial Series, with the exceptions below, 
jlfe Iff il 9 ** Currency of the Kwong Su Period " met with only in the 1 cash piece 
for Hu Peh. 

Note. — The Miscellaneous 1 cash pieces have the above first two characters only. 
(Kwong Su). 

Provinces and other localities, inscribed either above or on each side of the Rev. 
The following will be found on each side of the Rev. : — 
^ 8R ** Board of Revenue,'* in all the coins of the Tai Ching Ti Kuo Series, as well 

as in those of the Hu Poo Regular Provincial issue. 
^Xt *' Ching Kiang " (or Tsing Kiang). 
*# **PeiYang." 

The following will be found round the top part of the Rev. : — 
% 9t ¥ SS ** Issued for the Province of An Hwei." 
9t tt f IS " Issued for the Province of Che Chiang." 
^ ^ ^t iS " Issued for the Province of Fung Tien " (or Feng Tien). 
W ffi ^J IS " Issued for the Province of Ho Nan. ' ' 
IH K f i& *' Issued for the Province of Hu Nan." 
in 4: ¥ iS ** Issued for the Province of Hu Peh." 
il 13 ^t iS *' Issued for the Province of Kiang See " (or Kiang Si). 
tl ^ f IS * * Issued for the Province of Kiang Nan. ' ' 
iX jK ¥ iS * Issued for the Province of Kiang Soo. ' ' 
"S ♦); ^J iS *' Issued for the Province of Kirin." 
Ml ife f ISC " Issued for the Province of Kwang Tung." 
18 St IT ^ IS ' * Issued by the Government Office of Foo Kien. ' ' 

The following will be found both ways, that is, in some cases round the top 
part of the Rev., while in others, on each side of the Rev. 
llj ]R ¥ IS ' * Issued for the Province of Shang Tung. ' ' 

Note. — Where the Chinese characters indicating the mint or locality are found 
on each side of the Rev., the top part is taken up by a Manchu inscription. 

It is unnecessary to again repeat the symbols and meanings of the countermarks 
in the centre of the Tai Ching Ti Kuo issues indicating the locality, as this subject 
has already been fully dealt with in the early part of these Notes. ^ j 
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Valub Inscriptions, usually found round the top part of the Rev., unless other- 
wise stated. 

The following are found on the 20 cash pieces: 
^ i6*J fiS H + ^ ** This coin is regulated to the value of 20 cash," on the coins of 

the Tai Ching Ti Kuo Series, as well as those for Hu Poo and Pei Yang provin- 
cial issues. 
4|:7C^$'Jfi6^ + SC **In each yuan , this coin is regulated to the value of 20 cash, * ' 

on the coins of An Hwei and Kiang Soo provincial issues. 
^ H + " Value 20," on the coins of Che Chiang provincial issue. 
4|:ttl?$'Jfi8n + X "Each one of this coin is regulated to the value of 20 cash," 

on the coins of Foo Kien provincial and F. K. Custom House issues. 
^ iM i8lih 3fc **This coin is regulated to the value of 20 cash," on the coins of 

Fung Tien provisional issues. The character for "20" is here abbreviated. 
4|!7t^^fi^ + fll "In each yuan, this coin is regulated to the value of 20 

pieces," on the coins of Kirin provincial issue. 

The following are found on the 10 cash pieces: — 
iSr S*J fi + ^ " This coin is regulated to 10 cash," on the coins of Tai Ching Ti 

Kuo Seties, as well as those for Hu Poo and Pei Yang provincial issues. 

# Tfc iSt IW fi + ^ *' In each yuan, this coin is regulated to the value of 10 cash," 

on the coins of An Hwei, Kiang Nan, Kiang Soo, Shang Tung and Kwang Tung 

provincial issues. 
^ -f- '* Value 10," on the coins of An Hwei, Che Chiang, Hu Nan, Hu Peh, Kiang 

Si and Kiang Soo provincial issues. 
Jlc JH ^ + " Yellow copper, value 10," on coins of Che Chiang provincial issue. 

# tt iSf fi + 5t " Each one of this coin is regulated to the value of 10 cash," on 

the coins of Foo Kien provincial and F. K. Custom House issues. 
1@t + jH 7C "Value 10, copper yuan," on the coins of Hu Nan provincial issue. 

The first character is on the right and the second on the left side of the Rev., 

while the remaining two are round the bottom part. 
S fiS "t* 5t "Coin valued at 10 cash," on the coins of Hu Nan provincial issue. 
^ "t* i( JH 7t ** Value 10, yellow copper yuan," on some of the coins of Hu Nan 

provincial issue. The first character is on the right and the second on the left 

side of the Rev., while the remaining three characters are round the bottom part. 
iSr "t" iH 7t '* Value 10, copper jman," on the coins of Kiang Nan provincial issue. 

# 7t 1^ ife'J fi "t* fli "In each yuan this coin is regulated to the value of 10 pieces," 

on the coins of Kirin provincial issue. 
4|: W tt Dl ~" H " One hundred to a dollar," on the coins of Kwang Tung provin- 

vincial issue (cent). This inscription is the same as on the present copper sen 

issues of Japan. 

The following are found on the 5 cash pieces: — 
1^ ife*J fl i 5t " This coin is regulated to the value of 5 cash," on the coins of Tai 

Ching Ti Kuo Series, as well as those of Hu Poo provincial issue. 

# tt ^ i8l i ^ " Each one of this coin is regulated to the value of 5 cash," on the 

coins of Foo Kien issue. 

# 7t 1^ M fi 3l 5t "In each yuan, this coin is regulated to the value of 5 cash," 

on the coins of Kiang Soo provincial issue. 

The following are found on the 2 cash pieces: — 
^ 1^1 iSI -H 5t " This coin is regulated to the value of 2 cash," on the coins of the 

Tai Ching Ti Kuo Series. 

The following are found on the 1 cash pieces: — 
— ^ "1 cash, on the coins of the Miscellaneous issue. 
^ M ~^ ^ " For use as 01 cash," on the coins of Pei Yang provisional issue. It is 

curious to note the zero or decimal point before the 1. 

Note. — The " jnian " above mentioned corresponds to the silver or Mexican 
dollar in value. 
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Dates, inscribed on each side, dividing the top and bottom inscriptions round 
the Rev. 

iat "(19)02" W^ **(19)06" 

§|«I "(19)03" T* **(19)07" 

VR **(19)04" «* "(19)08" 

Z. e "(19)05" BS "(19)09" 

Miscellaneous inscriptions, found on each side of the Rev. 
|3Q ■ "Custom House," on the coins of F. K. Custom House issue. 
g[ ^ " Treasury Weight," on the coins of Kiang Si provincial issue. 

I can not terminate these Notes without expressing my great indebtedness to 
Mr. Howland Wood, who has kindly and ably corrected the proofs as well as seeing 
these articles through the press. His expert knowledge of Far Eastern numismatics 
has been of invaluable help: without such aid, it would have been impossible for 
me, at such a great distance, to have undertaken the publication of these Notes, in a 
satisfactory manner. 

H. A. Ramsden, F. R. N. S. 

District Sec'y of the A. N. A. 
Yokohama. for the Far East. 



THE COMMERCIAL ELEMENT IN NUMISMATICS. 

W. H. WOODIN. 

It is a most unusual proceeding for a numismatist to make any comments on an 
auction sale of his own coins, but I am very desirous of proving that the science of 
numismatics is a paying investment if a collection be formed with some judgment. 
An important and scientific collection of anjrthing cannot be formed unless the col- 
lector is intensely interested in the subject and willing to devote much time to the 
study of all matters closely connected to the line he has selected. He must be an 
enthusiast, and such an one that his friends will consider him slightly demented in 
that direction. A high government official recently told me that he considered all 
ardent numismatists as slightly insane. 

I have the deepest sympathy for people who cannot find some fad in which they 
can at times forget all the worries of life and spend refreshing hours. Fads as 
stimulants simply outdistance cocktails, and they are not so hard on the stomach. 
Now, I do not want to be called mercenary, but I desire to present a few facts about 
the advisability when making a collection of anything to mingle a little commerci- 
ality with the altruistic enthusiasm that is so necessary to enjoy a fad. Please do 
not misunderstand me. I do not consider myself any more intelligent than anyone 
else, but I do want to thoroughly impress the fact on everyone that the time to form 
collections of things is when no one is collecting that particular series. I have made 
all kinds of mistakes in collecting, — mistakes from this very commercial point of 
view that I am talking about, but I did manage to form a collection of United States 
gold when not many were interested in it, and I want to give the readers of The 
Numismatist the benefit of my experience. 

Mr. J. Colvin Randall of Philadelphia started me on this line. In 1888 I was 
engaged in forming a collection of English silver when I had the good fortune to 
meet Mr. Randall. He was very enthusiastic on the subject of United Slates gold 
and speedily made a convert of me. I have always thought that the gold issues of 
the United States are the most attractive in every wa\' of all our regular issues, so I 
easilj' became an enthusiast. I began on the half eagles, and I might say I am still 
collecting them. It was very easy to get into gold dollars, quarter eagles and eagles, 
and in a few months I was a full-fledged Unitwi States gold collector. Randall used 
to say to me, " United States gold coins are the cheapest things in the world to-day. 
Collectors pay hundreds of dollars for specimens of other issues and wont pay twenty 
dollars for a half or quarter eagle of which only four or five are known . You pick up 
United States gold and ten years from now you will find them bringing the highest 
prices of all the issues." 

I bought the first few pieces of my collection from him. Then came the Cleanay 
and Davis sales, when I gathere<l in quite a few pieces, always under Mr. Randall's 
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advice. It never seemed to make any difference whether I bought from him or any- 
one else. He would go to endless trouble to write me pages about anything I asked. 
When the Parmelee sale was announced there was great excitement among all numis- 
matists. Now was the last chance to complete your series — to replace your **good'* 
coins with proofs. 

I gathered together my collection of English coins and after interviews with 
several dealers sold them all to Proskey for |1, 400.00, I believe, making a good 
round loss on them. I was after the United States gold issues now in earnest and 
bound to get all I could. At the Parmelee sale I fell afoul of H. P. Smith. He 
would often insist on topping me when I would bid, saying, '* You've got to pay 
more for that piece, young fellow." We had several arguments during the sale, for 
I thought he was running prices up on me and let many pieces go on that account. 
Later I found he was really buying to complete his own magnificent collection of 
United States gold. 

I bought my 1838 proof eagle at this sale, paying f45 for it. I bid the 1839 
proof up to about this figure, but Henry Chapman overbid me and took it. It seems 
foolish now to have let it go, but in those days f45 to |50 was a big price for an 
eagle. The 1798 five dollar gold piece, small eagle reverse, only brought |50. On 
the first day of the Parmelee sale, just before the auction began, I pur(3iased of Mr. 
Parmelee the 1793 cent, which was sold as Lot No. 760 in my sale. I paid the old 
gentleman $5 for this cent after about ten minutes* bargaining. I found him quite 
a shrewd trader and his knowledge of coins was as great as the magnificent collec- 
tion that he brought together could testify. 

I think it may be interesting to collectors to know the prices I paid for my gold 
dollars and quarter eagles, so as to make a comparison with the prices they brought 
in the sale of March 2nd, 3rd and 4th, when they were disposed of, so I herewith 
present a 

SCHEDULE. 

Gold Dollars. 
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E*rice at 




Price at 




Price at 


Date 
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Sale 


Date Cost 


Sale 


Date 


Cost Sale 


Date 


Cost 


Sale 


1854D 


2.50 


18.50 


1857 3.00 


25.00 


1863 


8.25 46.00 


1868 


2.50 


13.50 


1854 


5.00 


65.00 


1858 3.00 


19.00 


1864 10.25 30,50 


1869 


4.00 


23.00 


1855 


1.30 


35.00 


1859 3.00 


20.00 


1865 


8.25 47.00 


1871 


2.50 


9.00 


1855D 


20.00 


31.00 


1860 2.50 


12.50 


1866 


3.25 15.00 


1872 


5.00 


14.50 


1856 


2.25 


30.00 


1862 3.00 


14.50 


1867 


3.25 32.00 


1875 


13.00 


86.00 
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Eagles. 
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1796 nc 


► stars 


15.50 


71.00 


1831 


11.00 


47.00 


1868 


4.00 


29.00 


17% with stars 40.00 


79.00 


1832 


4.00 


27.00 


1869- 


4.00 


20.00 


1797 




44.00 


310.00 


1833 


14.00 


17.00 


1871 


3.50 


8.75 


1798 




20.00 


58.00 


1834 


8.00 


15.0O 


1872 


3.50 


15.50 


1802 




6.76 


25.50 


1836 


11.00 


17.25 


1873 


3.50 


12.50 


1804 




5.00 


35.25 


1842 


5.00 


40.00 


1874 


3.59 


40.00 


1805 




20.00 


31.75 


1857 


5.00 


41.00 


1876 


3.50 


9.25 


1806 o. 


5 


20.00 


%.00 


1858 


5.00 


29.00 


1877 


8,50 


10.00 


1806 o. 


4 


20.00 


30.00 


1860 


5.20 


12.00 


1879 


3.50 


5.60 


1807 




4.00 


25.00 


1861 


3.20 


12.00 


1880 


3.10 


7.25 


1821 




20.00 


63.50 


1862 


3.50 


11.25 


1881 


3.20 


12.00 


1824 




8.75 


51.00 


1863 


5.00 


141.00 


1882 


2.55 


5.00 


1826 




41.88 


152.50 


1864 


3.50 


41.00 


1883 


3.50 


6.50 


1827 




8.00 


8.00 


1866 


3.50 


20.00 


1884 


2.65 


7.25 


1829 




11.50 


66.00 


1867 


3.50 


15.00 


1885 


3.50 


14.75 


1830 




5.50 


25.00 












. 



I have only given the prices of the coins that I purchased years ago when gold 
was so cheap. You will note that beside the vast amount of pleasure I have enjoyed 
in gathering the collection, a very handsome profit has been made. The above list 
will show how United States gold went begging during the years 1888 to 1898. It 
seemed to us at that time as if United States gold coins would never be appreciated. 
The column giving the prices obtained at my sale shows what a great change has 
taken place, and I firmly believe that many of these pieces will prove to be most 
profitable investments to the purchaser. 
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My collection of $3 gold pieces, which was practically completed many years 
ago, cost me between J500 and |600. This, of course, does not include the 1870 S. 
mint piece, which I obtained only several years ago. You will notice in my sale that 
the 1875 three dollar gold piece brought >610, which is more than the whole collec- 
tion cost. 

Now, there are just as many opportunities to the careful and far-seeing collector 
to-day as then. Take the line of mint marks in United States silver coins. See how 
they have advanced in value during the last few months; and yet I am sure a few 
years hence present values will seem absurdly low. Look at the prices the mint 
marks of United States gold brought at my sale. Very few of the eagles and twen- 
ties over face value and many of the quarter eagles at the same rate. Here is a field 
in the same condition as to values as silver mint marks were a few years ago. These 
pieces are fast disappearing from circulation, for all of the designs up to 1907 are 
obsolete and are being rapidly melted up. During the next few years if ten new 
collectors should begin on gold mint marks startling advances in values would be 
made. 

Die varieties offer a most attractive field and one that is not nearly explored as 
yet. I hope some time to publish a small work on the half eagle — that is, if a point 
is ever reached where the field looks as if it were nearly covered. So many new 
varieties keep coming up it looks almost unending. Note the wonderful array of die 
varieties of the silver dollar, half and quarter dollars in Hazeltine*s Type Tables, 
and there are many more that escaped the eyes of that careful compiler. There are 
many, many other fields, interesting and unexplored and well within the reach of 
collectors of the most modest means. So it should be easy to form a collection of 
coins. that, when you have passed away, will be an asset and not a liability for your 
family. 

THE DUTY ON MEDALS 

The following letter is self explanatory. 

Honorable Oscar W. Underwood, M. C, April 20, 191 1. 

Chairman, Committee of Ways and Means, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 
My dear Mr. Chairman : — 

At the suggestion of a dear friend, a member of the House of Representatives, 
I take the liberty of drawing to your attention and through you the attention oif 
your Committee to the anomalous discrimination of the present tariff against the 
collectors of medals. 

Foreign coins and foreign postage stamps are admitted free of duty, while 
there is a duty of 45 per cent ad valorem upon foreign medals. Medals are certain- 
ly works of art, their importation interferes with no infant industry of the United 
States which needs protection, and the gross amount of duty secured by the Govern- 
ment is certainly infinitesimal. The dut^ imposed upon medals can, therefore, not 
be treated as a revenue measure. It is simply a survival of the ancient doctrine 
that everything which is imported must be taxed to the highest extent, regardless 
of the necessity, utility or propriety of the tax. There are many thousands of col- 
lectors of medals throughout the United States, most of them of limited means,- 
who are deprived of much pleasure through the imposition of this tax. The study 
of medals is in itself an education, and the levy of this prohibitive duty is, there- 
fore, practically a tax upon education. 

Another point of view to be considered is that many collections of medals are 
left to public and other educational institutions, and that such collections would 
be greatly enriched if there were perfect freedom of importation. Coins are sent 
from Europe to American collectors on approval. They select what they please, 
and return the rest. The same is done in the case of postage stamps. By reason 
of the fact that medals cannot enter this country except upon the payment of duty, 
collectors of medals are deprived of this privilege. They must send definite orders 
and they must keep what they get, even though misdescribed, as if they return the 
pieces, they would have to lose the forty-five per cent duty. 

These are but a few of the reasons which impel me to ask ^ou, now that you 
are about to revise the free list, to place medals on a parity with coins and 
postage stamps. Such action would meet with the unbounded approval of the 
many thousand collectors throughout this country, and I am sure would appeal to 
your sense of right and justice. 

I have the honor to remain. Very truly yours, 

(Signed) William Poillon. 
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At several former conventions of the American Numismatic Association one of 
the subjects under discussion waH an attempt to obtain a uniform classification of 
coins accordinjs; to their condition. The movement was considered necessary and 
it originated probably from the fact that every collector is naturally anxious of 
puttin}^ his specimens in the most favorable light. In case a collection is sold 
considerable confusion and disappointment is the result, especially if the pur- 
chaser be a dis'ant one, who has to depend upon the seller's description. We are 
speaking now of instances where a sinv;le coin or an entire collection passes direct 
from the custody of one collector to another, and we are not referring to sales at 
auction which are conducte<l by persons of experience whose rating of condition 
the average buyer is satisfied with. 

Tne American Numismatic Association appointed a committee to take up this 
question but we have heard no recent agitation concerning the matter and we sug- 
gest that it be revived at the forthcoming Convention in Chicago. 

We also advocate that at this same Convention a Committee be appointed to 
establish a uniform numismatic nomenclature which it will be obligatory for all 
members, both dealers and collectors, to adopt. If a revision of this kind be 
reported and adhered to we will no longer see references in catalogues to 
''quarters," leaving the reader in doubt whether the quarter dollars of the United 
States or quarters of veal are implied. Perhaps sooner or later some of our cata- 
loguers will also learn that the plural form of "Thaler *' is the same as the singu- 
lar, and not •*Thalers," and thatour smallest copper coin isacent and notapenny. 

The editor of this magazine wishes to acknowledge the receipt of a cheque for 
one hundred dollars from a donor who desires to have his name remain unknown. 
The money is to be applied to the publication of The Numismatist, and if possi- 
ble an average of forty pages per number is to be kept up. 

We take this method of tendering our siucerest thanks to the generous giver 
and if others will follow his example we on our part will still further enlarge 
each month's issue and give to our readers not only the best numismatic publica- 
tion in this country, but — we assert it in all seriousness — in the entire wi»rld. 



A NEW WORK TO BE PUBLISHED. 

In this number of The Numismatist will be found an article on Confederate 
Currency by Mr. W. W. Bradbeer, who is well known as a collector and one of the 
foremost students of Confederate paper money. 

Mr. Bradbeer is now engaged in preparing a book on this subject and will pub- 
lish it in the near futuie. U will contain information of new and important dis- 
coveries which he has made, and will be a valuable reference work for collectors, 
as well as entertaining reading for the general public. 

Before publishin>4 his book, Mr. Bradbeer has consented to write several arti- 
cles for The Numismatist on topics relating to Confederate issues of bonds and 
paper money, and we feel that our readers will be enlightened as well as enter- 
tained by the perusal of these articles. 
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THE MONTH'S MISCELLANY. 

The steamship Katuna, which arrived in the port of New York oq April i6th, 
brought about 1500 tons of Chinese and Corean money. The coins, which are on 
the ship's manifest as "copper cash," are mutilated copper and brass condemned 
by the government and they are to be sold as old copper and melted. They were 
shipped at Chemnlpo, Corea. 

An April i8tb, Representative Morris Sheppard of Texas introduced a bill in 
the House of Representatives providing for the coinage of a two and one half cent 
piece. 

As many of our readers are interested in the coins of the far East it may be 
news to them that Messrs Jun Kobayagawa and Company of Yokohama have just 
purchased from Peking, China, the large collection of Chinese coins belonging to 
Mr. Ro. the Rector of the Chinese University at that capitol, and himself one of 
the greatest living authorities on the subject. To give an idea of the importance 
of this collection, we will mention that it is over three times the size of the collec- 
tion in the Britij^h Museum and includes many extremely rare pieces which are 
not often met with. As this collection, as a whole, may find a resting place in 
America, the news has a double interest to American numismatists. 

The erosion of the sea at Cofachel, in South Travancore, says the Madras 
Pioneer y has caused very old and curious gold, silver and copper coins with beau- 
tiful inscriptions and engravings to be unearthed in large quantities. 

Switzerland is now issuing ten franc pieces in gold. 

Messrs. Otto Helbing Nachfolger, of Munich, announce that on July ist they 
will move to more commodious quarters at Lenbachplatz, 4. 

At Lyman H. Low's i6oth auction, to be held in May, the second portion of 
the Howorth collection, comprising the copper coins of Prance and Italy will be 
sold. At his 159th sale, held on April 29th, some of the prices realized were as 
follows : — 



No. 

116 C. Breton 698; very fine {5.25 

236 Canada |ioo bill of Counties 

of Leeds and Grenville 2 10 

252 U. S. Cent, 1808; very fine.. . 4 00 

253 •* '* 1813; *• •* .. 2.30 
257 ** ** 1821; fine 6.25 



No. 

263 U. S. Cent, 1843; obv. and 

rev. of 1844; verv fine Ji 60 

315 Spaulding Bryan Dollar, 1896; 

very fine i .60 

.^51 Schwarzenberg Thaler, 1696; 

extra fine 2. 10 



259 ** ** 1826; very fine... 2.50 407 Nevada Centennial Dollar, 

260 " " 1827; '* •* . . 3.00 , 1876. Proof in copper 21.25 

262 " •' 1833; extra fine.. 2.00 1 

The Institution of Civil Engineers of Great Bitain awarded the Telford gold 
medal on April 27lh to William J. Wilgus, the New York civil engineer, for the 
paper read by him before the recent session of the Institution. 

Several members of the British Numismatic Society in this country have been 
assessed duty for their copy of the Journal issued a few months ago. Mr Bauman 
L. Belden, the Director of the American Numismatic Society, has taken up this 
matter and we publish the following letter received by him, so that those who 
have paid the duty cau now take steps toward the refunding of the same. 

Treasury Department. 
Office of the Secretary, 
Mr. B. L. Belden, Washington, April 26, 1911. 

847 Jersey Ave., 
Elizabeth, N J 

Sir : Referring to your letter of the 30th ultimo, in relation to the assessment 
of duty upon the pub ication issued by the British Numismatic Society of London, 
England, New York mail entry D-97015. I have to advise you that the Collector of 
Customs at New York reports thai the publication in question is entitled to free 
entry under paragraph 517 of the Tariff Act of August 5, 1909. as claimed by you, 
and that the duty collected thereon will be refunded. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) C. P. Montgomery, 

Chief, Divibion of Customs. 
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Since the death of Mr. Bosler, Assistant United States Treasurer at Philadel- 
phia, the office has been temporarily filled by Mr. Gibson, and the recent 
announcement that the Senate had confirmed the latter as the permanent occu- 
pant of the post has elicited much favorable comment. Mr. Gibson's latest 
appointment is a fitting; climax to a career of long usefulness in the public sei vice, 
during which he acquitted himself in a manner well worthy of emulation With 
a sound business training and wide experience, Captain Gibson has in the shoi t 
period of his injurnbency demonstrated his entire fitness for the position; and. in 
our opinion, Mr. Taft acted in his usual discriminating manner in the appoint- 
ment of the new Treasurer. Since the beginning of his active career he has 
always been noted for the thorough, conscientious way in which he discharged 
all his various duties, and in this way he has always held the regard of his supe- 
rior officers, while his consMerateness and uniform courtesy endeared him to all 
under him. In reference to the appointment and confirmation of the new 
Assistant Treasurer, the attitude of Senator Penrose must not be overlooked; he 
waived the rights of all candidates for the position who had no practical training 
for one having many years' experience in the Treasury Department and in defer- 
ence to the wishes of the higher officers. 

At the great sale of the Baldin^er collection held by Adolph £. Cahn at 
Prankfutt a. M. on April 5th and following days, some of the prices realized were 
as follows. The figures quoted are the approximate equivalents for Reichsmarks. 



No. 
22 Tarentum Didrachm; fine... $56.00 

100 Nax us Tetrad rachm; v. f 68.00 

108 Syracuse *' fine . . 30.00 

113 Syracuse Agathocles; Gold 

drachm; unc 41.00 

186 Pergamum. Attains I. Tet- 

radrachm; v. f 36 00 

192 Ephesus. Didrachm; v. f. . . 31 00 

193 Magnesia ad Maeandrum. 

Tetradrachm; v. f 90.00 

223 Cyrene. Gold stater; v. f . . 54.00 

252 Italia Incerta. as. lion. rev. 

horse; probably inedited. . 341.00 

253 Umbria. Arimiuum Quin- 

cunx; V. f 185 00 

254 Same. Biunx; fine 2800 

407 Rome. Vibia family. Aureus. 

V. f 31.00 

756 Valens. Bronze medallion; 

V f 41.00 

800 Wiirtteniberg. Ulrich. Ducat 

1537; V. f 55.00 

803 Same. Medallic Half Thaler 

1537; V. f 72.00 

804 Same. One third Thaler or 

Dicken, n. d.; v. f 75 00 

820 Ludwig. Gold gulden, 1575; 

V. f 8000 

822 Same. Thaler, 1585; v f . . . 34 00 



No. 

841 Johann Friedrich. Double 

ducat, 1623; v. f I59.00 

842 Same. Thaler, 1621; v. f. .. 64.00 

843 Same. Double Thaler, 1613; 

V. f 46.00 

875 Wilhelm Ludwig. Gold 

medallion, n. d., of the 

value of 7>i ducats; unique 385.00 
886 Friedrich Karl. Ducat; 1681; 

V. f 38.00 

972 Duke Friedrich. Pattern 

double Convention Thaler, 

1798; made in England; v.f. 100.00 
1026 Wiihelm I. Quadruple 

ducat, 1844; unc 191.00 

1 145 Gels. Double Thaler, 1674; 

V. f 5200 

1 194 Montfort. Half Carolin, 

1735; V. f 38.00 

1248 Isny. Thaler, 1538; v. g. . . 9400 
1325 Ulm. Gold regimental . 

Thaler, 1667; v. f 104 00 

1386 Same. Dicken 1502 v. g.. 32.00 
1435 Russia. Gold coronation 

medal, 1883; unc 106.00 

1511 Augsburg. Gold gulden, 

1562; V. f 28.00 

1534 Fugger, Raimund. Silver 

portrait medal (1530); v. f. 681 00 



During the week of Miy ist to 8th Mr. Farran Zerbe delivered lectures in 
Pat^rson, N. J., and a coin exhibition was held under ihe auspices of the Second 
National Bank of that city. Mr. Zerbe's collection representing thousands of 
types of coins and paper money was a great attraction, and the bank officials added 
Mr. Vreeland's collection of gold coins, makiug this the largest numismatic exhi- 
bition that Paterson has ever seen. Mr. Zerbe's collection was displayed on the 
main floor of the bank building and that of Mr. Vreeland was in the directors' 
room. 

The bronze placque illustrated in this number was issued by the International 
Art Exhibition of Buenos Aires, in the Republic of Argentina, to commemorate 
the first centenary of the independence of that country. The exhibition was held 
last February, and through the courtesy of Mr. Paul S. Chambers, the Vice- 
President, we are enabled to reproduce the medal. 
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At the great auction sale in Munich conducted under the auspices of Messrs. 
Otto Helbing, Nachfolger, which was referred to in the March number (p. 98) some 
of the principal prices realized were as follows : 

No. 



895 Styria. Maximilian I. gold 

gulden,i5i4;ez.f.;inedited {102.00 
936 Ferdinand III. Ten ducats, 

n. d.; extra fine 10800 

1071 Bohemia. Lndwig II. Ducat, 

1525; extra fine no 00 

1 150 Poland. Wladislaus IV. 

Ducat, 1644; very good.. 135.00 
126 1 England. James II. Gold 

medal, 1688. Landing of 

William III. atTorbay; v.f. 105.00 
1384 Mainz. Lothar Franz. Piece 

of 50 ducats, n. d 512 00 



No. 

1456 Trier. Gold gulden, 1503; 

very good $144.00 

17 1 1 Lauenburg. Oval gold por- 
trait medal, 1614; fine 150.00 

1998 Berne. Ducat. 1594; v. f. . . 325.00 

2132 Freiburg. Double ducat, 

1620; very good 235.00 

3505 Bohetnia. Ferdinand III. 

Triple Thaler, 1648; v. g. 275.00 

5771 Poland. Wladislaus IV. 

Five ducats, 1674; ex. fine 225.00 



On April 3rd the extraordinary high tide along the Suffolk coast washed up 
hundreds of gold, silver and bronze coins of early Saxon times in the neighbor- 
hood of Aldeburgh Large quantities of antique bronze rings and ornaments, sup- 
posed to be relics of the submerged city of Dunwich, were also cast up by the sea. 
On May 13th these articles were the subject of an inquest at the Old Moot Hall, 
Aldeburgh. when the jury decided that the find was nut ** treasure trove,'* and the 
coins were handed over to the Board of Trade representative. 

The Swedish Academy of Sciences have elected E. W. Dahlgren, the State 
Librarian, to succeed Prof. Oscar Montelius as director for the term 1910-11. 

CORRECTION. On page 121 of the previous number a serious error has 
occurred. By referring to the illustration it will be seen that the two Kronor 
pieces were issued respectively in 1897 and 1907; the issue of the first of these coins 
was therefore not belated ten years as stated, and there are not two types of 1907. 

On May 5th a gold medal was presented to Andrew Carnegie in the Pan- 
American Building in Washington, D. C, in recognition of his services as a 
philanthropist and of his gift of the funds which provide for the erection of the 
new home of the Paa- American Union in that city. The m^dal was voted to Mr. 
Carnecrie by a unanimous resolution of the Fourth International Conference of 
American States which wi^ held in Buenos Ayres last summer. The design is by 
Sally James Farnham of New York. The meddl is three and a half inches in 
diameter and one-quarter of an inch in thickness. One side is a portrait of Mr. 
Carnegie and the words ** Benefactor of Humanity.*' The other side has this 
inscription: ''The American Republics to Andrew Carnegie, 191 1,** with the 
names of the twenty-one American Republics around the border. In the centre is 
a figure of a woman representing America pointing to the Pan-American building 
as evidence of Mr. Carnegie's interest in the promotion of peace, commerce and 
friendship among the American Republics. 



NOTICE OF CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS AND PLACE OF MEETING. 

The Hotel La Salle, corner of La Salle and Madison Sts., has been selected as 
official headquarters for the A. N. A. convention in Chicago, Aug. 28th to 31st 
inclusive. 

The rates at this house are as follows : One person in room with hot and -cold 
running water, $2 00 to $2 50 per day; or J3.00 and J4 00 per day for two persons in 
a room. Single rooms with bath attached. I3.00 and I3.50 per day; or I5.00 per 
day for two persons occupying one room. One suite of two single rooms with 
bath between, $5.00 and 16 00 per day; two persons taking one of these suites at 
I5.00 per day would give an individual rate of $i.$o per day. There are two pub- 
lic baths on each floor f«>r the free use of patrons. Parties intending to be present 
at the convention may have reservations made by addressing the chairman of the 
committee, Mr. F. J. Loer, 1535 Masonic Temple, Chicago. 

The place for holding convention sessions and making exhibits will be in the 
Art Institute, located on Michigan Avenue opposite Adams St. Those who intend 
to make exhibits of their coins are requested to notify Ben G. Green, Masonic 
Temple, Chicago, of about the space desired so that arrangements may be made in 
advance for cases. 
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MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meelinR of the above named society 
was held in their room in the Old State House on May 12. 191 1, Dr. Storer in the 
chair. The routine business was soon transacted and a number of coins and medals 
were shown. Mr. Shumway» the Rhode Island colonial medal and a number of 
Hard Times tokens. Mr. Crosby, an impression in wax, presumably from a die, 
showing an eagle with a shield alongside and the inscription TWO DOLLARS 
RHODE ISLAND. No one present could offer any explanation about this. Mr. 
Joy showed two fine specimens of private Kold, namely : the Miner's Bank ten 
dollars and the Pikes Peak eagle of i860. Mr. Wood exhibited a New England 
shilling and several of the more recent foreign issues, some of which are illus- 
trated on other pages. Mr. Tilden showed twenty-three of the rarer of the Hard 
Times tokens and several pattern cents. Dr. Storer showed a number of naval 
medals. Mr. Wood then read a paper from Mr. H. A. Ranisden of Yokohama, 
Japan, on a find of twenty hitherto unknown ancient Chinese coins called 
Carapace or Tortoise back money. The twenty pieces from this find were also 
shown in conjunction with this paper. The pieces have been mentioned by only 
two or three of the older Chinese writers, but it is doubtful if any of these authors 
ever saw specimens, and it is highly probable thnt these pieces are the only 
specimens known to-day. 

The following members were present : Dr. Storer, Messrs. Joy, Wood, Bird, 
Shumway, Tilden, Crosby and Wheeler. Mr. Boyle was present as a guest. 

HowLAND Wood, Secretary. 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A regular meet- 
ing was held on March 30th at Carnegie Hall Institute, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The meeting CHme to order at 8.15 P. M.. Mr. Shinkle in the chair. Exhibits 
were made by Mr. Hunter of twelve of Sage's historical tokens in bronze; by Mr. 
Shinkle of five varieties of pattern ring rents of 1884- '85 struck in pure nickel; 
by Mr. Gies, quarter eagles of 1833 and 1859 S., half dollar of 1877 S* Massachu- 
setts cent of 1788, and two 1793 cents, Crosby 1 1 J , one with lettered edge and one 
with vine and bars; by Mr. Wilharm, half eagles of 1834, 1837 and 1857. 

The Society acknowledges the receipt of Mr. Adams' pamphlet on the private 
gold coinage of California. Meeting adjourned at 9 45 P. M. 

A. C. GiES, Secretary. 

VEREINIGTE NUMISMATISCHE GESELLSCHAFTEN VON DEUTSCH- 
LAND UND OESTERREICH. Since the year 1906 the German and Austrian 
numismatic societies have co-operated to bring about the moft complete results in 
their respective fields. Fourteen societies have united and now publish their 
transactions and proceedings in the Berliner Afunzblatter, which was made the 
Official Organ at the general assembly at Posen, in September, 1910. These gen- 
eral conventions are held annually and exhibitions by the various members form 
a prominent feature. The meeting this year will be held in Gratz, Austria, next 
September. The general director is Dr. Emil Bahrfeldt, well known on account 
of his work on the coinage of Brandenburg. 

ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meeting was held on April 20th, Dr. 
Arthur J. Evans, the Vice-President, in the chair. Mr. Leonard P. Johnston was 
elected a Fellow of the Society and Messrs. Coleman P. Hyman, W. Longman, 
H. Oppenheimer and Professor H. Brown were proposed. 

Mr. W. J. Hocking exhibited specimens of recent Imperial and Colonial coins 
and a composite medal illustrating the effect of the blows fiom the dies in strik- 
ing; he also explained the process by which the design is transferred from the 
sculptor's wax model to the actual dies. Mr. Garside showed a specimen of the 
very rare proof crown of 1879. Mr. F. A. Walters, F. S. A., brought a fine speci- 
men of the second brass coin of the empress Domitia struck at Alexandria, of which 
only one other specimen in much poorer condition appears to be known. Dr. 
Arthur Evans exhibited a series of ancient British coins illustrating the gradual 
degradation of the type. 

Mr. G. F. Hill read a paper on a hoard of Roman and British coins found in 
South Hampshire near the Dorset border. The hoaid, which was contained in an 
earthenware pot contained 667 pieces in all, including 13 Republican denarii 
dating from the period 171-151 B C. to Octavian; two denarii of Tiberius and 
Vitellius; 21 asses from Claudius to Hadrian; imitations made in Gaul or Britain 
of denarii or asses (including two of Julius Caesar and Vitellius); 83 silver and 206 
copper British coins of the usual South West type; 9 silver British^ of another 
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known type; i silver aad i copper coin of a type hitherto known to occur only in 
the Channel Islands; two blanks for striking coius and — the special feature of 
the hoard — oyer 300 cast copper coins showing the final degradation of the native 
British type, the head on the obverse being represented by a Y-shaped object 
accompanied by pellets. Some 40 varieties of this type were distinguishable in 
the hoird. Previous finds have shown that the struck copper coins from which 
the cast ones were derived were in circulation to about the end of the first century 
after Christ. 

The Roman coins found in this hoard indicate that the native British coinage 
in its final stage of degradation went on to about the middle of the second century. 
Certain coins cast of tin were previously known l>ut their attribution to Britain 
was not quite certain; there could be no doubt, however, of the British origin of 
these cast coins. When the moneyer lost the art of engraving dies he evidently 
took to casting coins in fiat moulds. There was some reason to believe that they 
were afterwards hammered out to give them the appearance of struck coins. The 
question might be asked whether these coins were specimens of a regular currency 
or whether they were the produce of a single individual's experiment and never in 
general circulation. Their lack of wear as contrasted with the struck coins might 
incline one to the latter view but on the whole there were no serious reasons for 
doubting that they were current coins. The paper gave rise to an interesting dis- 
cussion in which Mr. Grueber, Mr. Roth, Mr. Monckton, Mr. Stephenson and Mr. 
Walters took part. 

CHICAGO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The 88th monthly meeting of the 
above Society was held in their rooms, 1622 Masonic Temple, Friday evening, 
May 5th, Vice-President F. Elmo Simpson presMing. The following 17 members 
were present: Messrs. Carey, V. M. Brand, Brenner, Simpson, I^eon, Vercouter, 
Holmes, Baker, Loer, Wilson, Davis, Puttkamer, Green, Verkler, Nelson. Scully 
and Dr. Baker. Mr. Albert L. Von den Bergoen was present as a visitor. 

A notification was received from the Chicago Philatelic Society of their re- 
moval from the rooms May ist. The resignations of Messrs. W. H. Mann and A. 
F. Van Order were received and accepted. Mr. A. L. Von den Berghen was 
elected to membership. 

The Convention Committee on Hotels reported having visited all the principal 
hotels in the city, and gave rates offered at each. On motion the Hotel La Salle 
was unanimously chosen as the headquarters for the Convention. 

Under Exhibitions, Mr. V. M. Braid showed 4 patterns of coins for the ist 
Republic of Cuba, and 13 patterns for the coinage of Hayti as a Kingdom and 
Empire, all in silver, and Mr. Green showed the Dr. Heath Memorial Medal. 

The following magazines were received since last meeting: Mehl's Monthly, 
Numismatischer Verkehr, Spink*s Circular, Philatelic West and The Numismatist, 
all for April ; Auction catalogs from Green, Dr. Hirsch, Low, Mer win-Clay ton 
Co. and Schulman ; Catalog with fixed prices from Cahn, and a priced catalog 
from Low. The Report of the Director of the Mint on the Production of Precious 
Metals in 1909 was added to the library. 

Adjourned to meet June 2nd, 19x1. Bbn G. Grbbn, Secretary. 



REVIEWS. 

Modern Copper Coins of the Muhammadan States of Turkey, Persia. Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Morocco. Tripoli. Tunis, etc , by W. H. Valentine, 8vo., 203 pp. 
Spink & Son, Ltd., London, 191 1. 

In this volume Mr. Valentine gives descriptions and illustrations of about a 
thousand coins struck during the last three centuries. From the title page above 
quoted one can scarcely obtain a fair idea, however, of the immense amount of 
information which has been collected from various sources to make this work as 
complete as possible. Commencing with Turkey, the reaier is taken through 
^gypt» Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers and Morocco, to Nigeria, (for which place the 
Royal Mint has recently struck a new coinage) and from thence back to East 
Africa and Arabia. Crossing from there to Europe, the tour continues through 
the Crimea, Georgia, Persia, (under which section about thirty autonomous coin 
issuing cities are enumerated), Afghanistan, the central Asian aivisions of Russia, 
and it finally terminates in Chinese Turkistan. 

The author cites his authorities in every instance, and where specimens are 
not enumerated in the catalogues of the British Museum, Neumann, Fonrobert, 
etc., he has obtained information from the private collections of Mr. Daniel F. 
Howorth and Mr. Howland Wood. 
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To the average^ collector the book is of great value, as it enables him to deter- 
mine without much difficulty many of the coins which hive confused him hereto- 
fore. Even without a kuowledge of Arabic such illustrations as those on pa^es 
43> 99- 121, etc., will assist him to properly classify his specimens; and if he is in 
possession of a number of the falus of Morocco, the plate on page 69 will interest 
him as showing how these coins are first cast in moulds, and then broken off 
singly, thus accounting for the peculiar flat portion of the edge, which is a charac- 
teristic of nearly all specimens. 

In looking over these illustrations one prominent feature presents itself, and 
that is the crudeness of execution of some of these copper coins, as compared with 
the goid and silver issues of the same ruler. One example will suffice to make our 
point clear : On page 63 (No. 39) a piece of two falus of Muhammad I., dated 1188, 
and struck at Tetwan, is given, and its appearance leaves much to be desired from 
an artistic standpoint On comparing this with a silver coin of the same ruler 
and same mint, dated 1195. only about six years later (B. M. Cat. Oriental Coins, 
V. No. 305) the student must arrive at the conclusion that while much care was 
bestowed by the mint officials upon certain of their products in gold aud silver, a 
corresponding indifference seems to attach to the output in copper. 

Of omissions there are very few but some specimens in von Zambaur's Contri- 
butions a la Numismatique Orientate {Num, Zeitschrift xxxvi..) have evidently 
been overlooked by Mr. Valentine. We note a type of Kazwin (v. z. No. 211) not 
referred to on page 134, a dated specimen of Yazd (v. z. No. 216), those on page 150 
being all undated, and a few others. 

The book contains no less than 78 plates and six colored maps of the countries 
whose coins are enumerated; there are also to be found brief historical data, a list 
of mints, and a general index. A. R. P. 

In the April number of The Numismatist occurs an article by Mr. E. H. 
Adams relative to the Pattern Silver Dollars of 1836, 1838 and 1839 in which the 
writer expresses the opinion that the 1839 Dollar with stars on the reverse may be 
** Unique." The late DeWitt S. Smith had four varieties of the 1836, three varie- 
ties of the 18^8, and two varieties of the 1839 Dollars. He described the 1836 
Dollar with milled edge and the one with No Stars, as " Unique," also the 1838 
and 1839 Dollars with stars on both sides, as "Unique," which were the only 
ones known at that time. H. O. Granbkrg. 



Souvenir medals of silver and bronze were distributed at the openinp;^ of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City on April 19th. 

The medals have been designed by the Whitehead & Hoag Company, of Newark, 
N. J. On one side is a reproduction of the completed cathedral. On the other is 
the seal of the Episcopal diocese of New York, with the lettering " Consecration of 
the Cathedral Choir, St. Saviour's Chapel and St. Columba Chapel, April XIX., 
MCMXI." 

All proceeds derived from the sale of the medals will be applied to the building 
fund; they can only hz obtained from Dr. George F. Nelson, 416 Lafavette Street, 
N. Y. Citv. 
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PERIODICALS AND CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

From Messrs. Jun Kobayagawa & Co , of Yokohama, we have received a i6 
page circular giving a lisi of their Japanese, Chinese and Corean coins now in 
stock. The pamphlet is extensively illustrated and prices are attached. 

The Yorkshire Numismatic Fellowship, a Society to promote the study of 
coins, medals and tokens, have issued a report of their transactions for the years 
1909 and 19 10. A number of meetings have been held, and the Society appears to 
be in a flourishing condition. Two illustrations of scarce sixteenth century tokens 
accompany the report. 

One of the finest catalogues that we have received for some time is that of the 
Rev. Percy Barron, issued by Dr. Jacob Uirsch of Munich. The collection con- 
sists entirely of Greek and Roman coins, and comprises 1300 lots, to be sold on 
May nth, and the following days. The usual careful descriptions which are to be 
found in all of Dr. Hirsch's catalogues are in evidence here and the book is illus- 
trated with 39 well executed plates. 

From Hans Meuss, Hamburg, the successor of H. Nerong, we have received 
catalogues 3 and 4 describing nearly 3000 coins, medals, books, etc., all with 
prices attached. An interesting item is the Thaler of Wallenstein, 1629, issued for 
Mecklenburg and valued at 350 Marks (about |88). 

The collection of Richard Grabner is offered at auction on May 20th by C. G. 
Thieme of Dresden. From an historical standpoint this is one of the most inter- 
esting catalogues that we have seen for a long while, including as it does only 
bracteates and uniface coips of the Middle Ages. The catalogue includes about 
2800 lots and is illustrated with four well executed plates. 



A NEW ASSISTANT TREASURER 

The ranks of the New York Sub-Treasury have been decimated recently by the 
death of George S. Terry, Assistant Treasurer, and George W. Marlor, Cashier. 
Mr. Terry, who died on April 14th, had been in charge about two years. Mr* 
Marlor died a few days later, after a term of service in the Treasury Department 
extending over 45 years. 

As successor to Mr. Terry, President Taft has named Charles S. Millington of 
Herkimer. N. Y. Mr. Millington, who was born in 1855. has been in the banking 
business all his life. Starting as a bank clerk, he worked his way rapidly to the 
front, becoming a Cashier, a Vice-President, and then a President. During the 
last few years he has been President of both the Herkimer National Bank of Her- 
kimer, N. Y., and the First National Bank of Dolgeville. N. Y. He served a term 
in Congress, representing the 27th N. Y. district, and was a member of the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency. It is expected that his administration will be 
ably conducted, as he is undoubtedly better qualified to fill the position than any 
other who has occupied the place in recent years. 

The position of Cashier will not be filled until Mr. Millington has taken 
charge of the Sub-Treasury. Among those mentionel for this place is Mr. Edward 
W. Hale, the present Deputy Assistant Treasurer. Mr. Hale is thoroughly 
familiar with the sub-treasury business in all its details, having entered the 
Treasury Department in Washington under F. E. Spinner, Treasurer, in 1863 when 
a very young man. Mr. Hale is the logical man for this place, and would prove an 
able assistant to Mr. Millington in conducting the affairs of the largest tub- 
treasury in the United States. 
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CONFEDERATE CURRENCY. 

More interest attaches to Confederate Currency than is commonly supposed, 
as it is really the Bpitome of Confederate history. Those who collect such relics, 
and take sufficent interest in them to become familiar with the important facts 
and persons associated therewith, acquire a knowledge of Confederate History in 
a manner not to be easily forgoiton. Busts of many of the great men of the South 
adorn the several issues, and the possession of such notes begets a desire to know 
who those men were and what part they played in the great struggle between the 
North and South. 

The Allegorical designs which characterize many of the notes of 1861, should 
appeal to those of aesthetic taste ; and to those versed in Greek and Roman My- 
thology. 

The varying times of the currency ; proposed redemption, and the provisions 
made for its being funded into 4 per cent bonds, afford a lesson in '* high finance ** 

Then the currency's apparent inflation after the second year, together with 
the drastic measures adopted to coerce the unwilling creditor, and overcome dis- 
trust in the various *' promises to pay *\ are matters which cannot fall to interest 
the average person. 

No less important are the eight different kinds of water marked paper to be 
found in the issues of 1861, 62 and 63. Outside of the '*C. S. A." in block and 
script letters the others have received little or no notice. That of ** J. Whatman 
1862 '* is distinctly English, and rare That of '* Hodgkinson & Co., Wocky Hall 
Mills** is extremely rare. The large **N. Y." found in two types is also rare, 
and proves beyond doubt that in some instances contrabrand of war was supplied 
by the North. 

Due attention has never been paid to Confederate Currency. Information that 
would enhance its value and stimulate interest h «s been withheld, no valid reason 
appears why the number of notes issue 1 of a given denomination and series should 
not have been published long ago. It is expected however that in the near future 
such information as will impart new interest to Confederate Currency will be sup- 
plied. W. W. B. 

FORGERIES OF ANCIENT COINS. 



# ® 





Judging by recent reports a lively manufacture of Greek Coins is going on, 
and collectors will perhaps be si>on obliged to keep a tabulated list of the 191 1 pro- 
ducts, and quotations of prices. Froin the Numismatic Chronicle^ Part IV, 19 10, 
we learn of forgeries of silver coius from Cae-tared Mazaca which is said to be a 
notorious center of the iadu<3try. From the Blatter fur Munzfreunde^ Feb. 1911, 
under Varia, we read, *' Struck Forgery : E)iypt. Octodrachms of Ptolemy IV Phil- 
opator, varieties of Svoronos. XXXVII. 1, gold. 27 6 gr., edge strikingly regular, 
the circle of dots flat and too regularly formed ( from Moscow, in commerce, Jan. 
1910.) In the same column, is the following: "Forgeries: Odessa, 12 10. The 
police captured two swindlers Hauchmann and Jankowski. Both were engaged in 
making ancient Greek coins of Oibia ( Odessa ) and ancient jewelry." 

To these items, we may add the fact that a certain Greek who has visited this 
country before, has lately been exhibiting a number of forgeries among which the 
most striking is a set of silve-- coins supposed to represent the coinage of Scyros, one 
of the islands of the Aegean, famous as early as the days of Homer, and of which no 
coins are known. There is a large silver piece struck over a tetradrachm of Acan- 
thus, as well as several sm-iller pieces. The larger coins of the group have on the 
obverse a tripartite leaf and to right and to left two goats standing back to back 
in a heraldic position. The reverse has a formal design in which the leaf of the 
obverse occurs again. A smaller coin which may be a genuine piece has the fore- 
parts of goats confrontini;, and a stellar design somewhat similar to the larger 
coins, (see figures i and 2 ) Here we have the characteristic feature of this offer- 
ing, namely the cunning intermingling of good and bad pieces, which, however, 
has not been, so far as I have heard, too great a lure for our collectors. B. A. 



182 THE NUMISMATIST 



The American Numismatic Association 

The Largest and Most Active Numismatic 
Organization in the World. 



For particulars address the 
GKNf?RAL Secretary, 377 Main St.. Worcester, Mass. 



Officers 



President— Dr. J. M. Henderson, 13!^ E. State St., Columbus. O. 
First Vice-President— B. H. Saxton, Davenport, Iowa. 
Second Vice-President- R. W. MacLachlan, Montreal, Canada. 
General Secretary— G. L. Tilden, 377 Main St., Worcester, Mass. 
Treasurer — N. E. Converse, Gas Works, W'orcester, Mass. 
Librarian— Ludger Gravel. 28 Jacques Cartier Square, Montreal, Canada. 

Board of Governors. Official Organ 

H. O. Granberg. Chairman, 1004 •• uJjyf NumiBmattBt." 

Michigan St., Oshkosh, Wise. 

W. A. Ashbrook, M. C. Johnstown, O. ^B^ooklyn. N^Y."' ^ ^ ""'"P*"" ^^''^' 

A. J. deLagerberg, Passaic, N. J. E. H. Adams, Associate Editor. 

D. A. Williams, Baltimore, Md. S■?•^.l^^^' x, •* „ ' ,7, 

' ' G. L. Tilden, Business Manager, 3/7 

Howland Wood, Brookline, Mass. Main St., Worcester, Mass. 



District Secretaries. 

Dr. E. P. Robinson, 12 High St., Newport, R. I., for New England States. 

Rud'l Kohler, 76 Washington Place, New York City, for N. Y. and N. J. 

John Winfield Aitken, Carbondale, Pa., for Penn., Del., Md., Va., W. V., and D. C. 

Howard R. Newcomb, Detroit, Mich., for Mich., Ohio, Ind., and Ky. 

T. E. Leon, 250 W.69th St., Chicago, 111., for 111., Iowa, Mo., Kan., and Neb. 

W. G. Curry, Baraboo, Wis., for Wis., Minn., No. Dak., and So. Dak. 

Rev. Wm. A. Laughlin, Montpelier, Idaho, for Western States. 

B. Max Mehl, P. O. Drawer 976, Fort Worth, Texas, for Southern States. 

John A. Wood, 161 Oak Ave., Hamilton, Ont., for Ontario. 

R. L. Reed, Vancouver, B. C, for Western Canada. 

H. L. Doane, Truro, Nova Scotia, for Eastern Canada. 

S. H. Hamer, Halifax, Yorks, England, for British Isles. 

H. A. Ramsden, 34 Water St., Yokohama, Japan, for the Far East. 



Digitized by 



Google 



MAY, 1911 183 

The members of the Association will be pleased to hear that a copy of volume 
one, of "Corpus Nummorum Italicorura,'*' has been contributed to the Library of 
the Association by the Author, His Majesty, Victor Emanuel, King of Italy. 

This book comprises 532 pages of text, and 42 full pajse plates. It is now at 
the disposal of members and can be secured from the Library upon application, 
the recipient to pay express charges both ways. A conipreheusive review of the 
book will be published later. 

Mr. A. B. Coover, Chairman of the Biographical Committee, resigned some 
time ago. It is desired to continue this work, and bring it to completion, and 
active work will soon be commenced, and we trust the members will save the Com- 
mittee extra work by responding promptly to letters from the Chairman. Mr. 
Waldo C. Moore, Lewisburg. Ohio, has been appointed Chairman of the Committee. 

In the revised By-Laws, provision was made for two new districts. Upon 
recommendation of the General Secietary, I appoint W. G. Curry, Baraboo, Wis., 
as District Secretary of Dis rict No. 6, which now consists of Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, North Dakota and South Dakota. District No. 8 will be provided for later. 

The Annual Convention of the Associution will be held in Chicago, 111., 
August 28-29-30-31. 

These conventions grow in interest each successive year, and this year will be 
no exception. From advance information we can assure the members, that they 
will not have cause to regret attending this year's convention. Western hospitality 
is proverbial. Note the dates and arrange vacations accordingly. 

Columbus, Ohio, May 17th, 191 1. J. M. Hbnderson, President. 



REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 

New Members to be Admitted June 25TH, 191 1. 
1496 E. H. Holstine. McDonough County, Colchester, III. 

1497. L. Langfelder, Fort Smith. Arkansas. 

1498. A. S Bullock, Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

1499. Henry C. Buiand, 312^ No. Mill Street, Poniiac. 111. 

1500. Wm. H. Schwarz, 523 Elm Street. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

1501. E. A Hoare. Detroit, Mich. 

1502. Arthur W. Kopp, M. C, Platteville. Wis. 

1503. William P. Euglehart, Jr , 205 Market Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 

1504. Avon Uulme. 2741 Hemphill Street, Fort Worth, Texas. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

The following applications have been receivc'l. If no objections are received 
by the General Secretary prior to July 25th they will become members on that 
date, and will be published as such in the July issue. 

APPLICANTS. PROPOSED BY 

W. A. S. Bird, Walter P. Innes 

601 Kansas Ave., Topeka, Kansas G. L. Tilden 

Rev. Edwaid P. McAdams, Louis W. Knight 

Glyndon, Maryland F. G. Duffield 

J. C. Dain, F. H. Shumway 

571 Congress St., Portland, Maine G. L. Tilden 

Otto Helbing. A. R. Frey 

13 Maximilianstrasse, Munich, Germany Howland Wood 

Johannes Haugan, W. G. Curry 

614 Oak St., Baraboo, Wisconsin Chas. C. Getchell 

A. J. Jansen, *W. C. Bonham 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota *P. Brimhart 

Adelard Fortier. Ludger Gravel 

325 Laganchetiere St. East, Montreal, Canada G. h. Tilden 

W. G. Wilson. R. Hosbury 

Stony Ridge, Ohio G. L. Tilden 



* Non-members. 

Changk of Address. 
M. P. Carey, 5811 Prarie Ave.. Chicago, 111., to 4714 Laflin St., Chicago, 111. 



Worcester, Mass., May 16, 191 1. General Secr«' 
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LIVE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ITEMS. 

By Edgar H. Adams. 

'* Steigerwalt's Messenger" for May contains the following reference to the 
** clover cent " of 1793 which no doubt will be read with much interest by all col- 
lectors of American coins. " Edgar H. Adams, usually accurate, is certainly * away 
off ' in that paragraph of his article on page 53 of the February Numismatist refer- 
ing to what he calls * the four leaf clover variety of 1793 cent.' His first error is in 
stating that none have been offered since the Parmelee sale in 1890, when the fact is 
that the Parmelee specimen was the first of the three to be offered at auction. Par- 
melee did not have two, as stated by Adams, as a glance at the catalogue of that sale 
would have shown. His specimen, described as 'good,' was really *fine,' and the 
best known. It was Lot 671. and was bought by the writer for f79, sold a few 
months later to the late Dr. Thomas Hall of Boston for J90, and is now owned by 
V. M. Brand, who bought Dr. Hall's collection. At one of Frossard's sales at Ken- 
nedy's Fifth Avenue Auction Rooms, on December 20th, 1894, a specimen describe<l 
as ' very fair ' sold for $120. It was this cent that incidentally caused the historic 
fight when Frossard and another prominent dealer, both veterans, rolled around the 
floor of the auction room, trying to kick each other, and the late H. P. Smith lost a 
diamond pin in the confusion incidental to separating them. The only other speci- 
men I can recall as being offered at auction was a poor specimen sold in Philadelphia 
on December 17, 1895, as Lot 823 of the Winsor sale, for f21. The most comic error 
of Adams is in calling it the ' four leaf clover ' cent. While there has been some dis- 
pute as to whether the leaves are strawberry or clover, and whether they are com- 
bined with a strawberry or with a clover blossom, there are certainly only three 
leaves; how a * four leaf clover ' could be construed it is difficult to tell." 

Mr. Steigerwalt's '* usually accurate" sounds pretty good, and contains some 
comfort in view of his rather caustic endeavor to supply the numismatic readers with 
all the facts in regard to the rare variety of the clover, strawberry, or whatever kind 
of leaf one may choose to call that borne by the 1793 cent to which we referred in a 
recent number of Thh Numismatist. Mr. Steigerwalt's data no doubt is correct in 
regard to the sale of the various known specimens of the clover or strawberrA- 
variety. But we are inclined to doubt that there is anj'thing wonderfully comical in 
the statement that shown just below the bust is a ' four leaf clover'' Certainly the 
coin is called by many the ' clover ' cent, and there are certainly more than three 
leaves upon the sprig. Just what the fourth contraption represents is obscure 
enough to puzzle cent experts who are more skilled than I can ever hope to be. 
Very few persons have had the opportunity of examining this cent variety, and it is 
not remarkable that there should be some uncertainty regarding its exact character. 
Mr. S. S. Crosby is inclined to believe that the leaves represent neither clover nor 
strawberry, but in his work on cents and half cents says that he thinks the com 
should be properly called the " Cotton Leaf Cent," showing three cotton leaves and 
a cotton ball. The opinion of Mr. Crosby is surely as convincing as that of Mr. 
Steigerwalt's, who commits himself only so far as to say * three leaves," and doesn't 
attempt to definitely inform us just what constitutes the fourth extension of the sprier- 
Mr. Crosby has thoroughly handled the subject of this variety of cent in his work 
above mentioned, and his authority as a United States coin expert needs no further 
confirmation than the mention of his name. Now when such an eminent expert as 
Mr. Crosby expresses his opinion to be entirely different from that of Mr. Steiger- 
walt and many other coin experts in this particular, why is still another offhand des- 
ignation of the variety by one who makes no claim to expertness in this line so mar- 
velously grotesque? Mr. Brand informs me that he has both varieties of this cent, 
and that he was offered f 1500 for one of them shortlv after he purchased the collec- 
tion of the late Dr. Hall. 

Thk Numismatist is in a position to state for the benefit especially of the 
quarter eagle collectors that the long-sought-for 1854 f2.50 goldpiece of the San 
Francisco mint has come to light, and is now in the collection of Mr. H. O. Gran- 
berg of Oshkosh, Wis. This rare mint mark recently came to Mr. Granberg's 
notice, and of course was carefully examine<l by him. It was found to be authentic 
beyond a doubt. Mr. Hudson Chapman has also examined the coin, and has stated 
that it was the only specimen of the variety that had ever been located. The coin is 
in a good state of preservation, but has seen considerable circulation. According to 
the mint report of 1854 exactly 246 quarter eagles were struck at San Francisco, but 
all seem to have disappeared until this specimen came to notice. This was the first 
year of the operation of the San Francisco mint, which produced very few coins for 
the reason that there was a great scarcity of acids used for refining the gold and also 
of silver used to alloy the gold to bring it up to the United States coin standard. It 
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was this scarcity of acids and silver that often compelled the branch mint to sus- 
pend coinage in the early fifties, and accounts for the tremendous productions of the 
private coining establishments of Wass. Molitor & Co. and Kellogg & Co. 

That there is little chance of a coin being unique is once more proved. This 
time in the case of the 1839 Gobrecht silver dollar, with stars, mention of w^hich was 
made in this department of last month's Numismatist. It was not until 1911 that 
such a variety came to notice. No one seems ever to have heard of it, and it cer- 
tainly never was offered for sale, so far as can be ascertained. However, Mr. Gran- 
berg has a specimen, and has had it for some time past. He obtained it with the 
silver collection of Mr. DeWitt Smith, which he purchased in its entirety. Mr. 
Smith had the coin labelled ''unique," and Mr. Granberg says he regarded the 
piece as the treasure of his collection. That there are two known does not by any 
means lower the value of this great rarity, but rather has a tendency to maintain it. 

We have learned upon what we regard as the best authority that the collection of 
Mr. George C. Earle of Philadelphia will be offered for sale by Mr. Henry Chapman 
some time in the near future. As the information has come from several sources 
there can be little doubt of its truth. Collectors indeed have a great treat in store 
for them, as the collection of Mr. Earle is one of the finest and largest that has ever 
been brought together in this country, and, if report is true, contains many of the 
greatest rarities of the American coin series. Chief among these is said to be the set 
of three Constellatio pattern pieces, brought to light by Mr. John W. Haseltine of 
Philadelphia. Expert collectors are agreed that this set of cent, quint, and mark 
are the rarest and most interesting coins associated with the United States. Every 
one interested in American coins will await the catalogue of this extraordinary col- 
lection with the utmost eagerness, and it is safe to predict that numerous records 
will be made in the way of high premiums. The collection also contains what can 
safely be said to be the rarest of all the half eagles, — that dated 1798, with the small 
eagle on the reverse. There is one specimen of this rarity in the mint cabinet, and 
the other in the collection of Mr. Earle is the only one known to be in a private 
collection. 

QUERIES AND REPLIES. 

6. What author or publisher first employed or recognized the dollar mark {$) ? 
Give date of publication of the work. W. C. M. 

REPLIES. 

4. NiCKEi* Coin AGS. Some surjM-ise having been expressed in several quarters 
at my assertion that nickel coins had figured in Indian numismatics in the third cen- 
turj' B. C, I am pleased to give chapter and verse in support of a fact which I sup- 
posed was known to every member of the A. N. A. 

The classic issuers of nickel coins were King Enthydemus of Bactrica, circa 220 
B. C. and Queen Agathokleia of the same country, who reigned during an uncertain 
year, between Amyntas B. C. 135 and Antimachus B. C. 140, all monarchs of the 
Bactrian Greeks. These coins were not of pure nickel but of from one-fourth to one- 
half nickel added to copper. They, however, constitute the earliest recorded authen- 
tic use of this metal for purposes of coinage. Frank C. Higgins, F. R. N. S. 

4. When thk Lion Was Strangi^ed. In the year 1861, "Prince," a pow- 
erful lion belonging to the Krenzberg menagerie while being transported from Ham- 
burg to Harburg escaped from his cage near one of the Hamburg city gates and 
promptly took ^S vantage of his freedom by attacking a horse attached to a wagon 
standing in the vicinity. Henry Rundshagen, the driver of the wagon, promptly 
threw a noose over the lion's neck, and being a very strong man he gradually 
strangled the animal. As the streets of the city were crowded with people, the 
municipal authorities promptly recognized this act of heroism which doubtless saved 
many lives. The Society for the Propagation of Arts and Sciences gave him a gold 
medal, and the Senate of the city rewarded him with a purse of a hundred Thaler. 
Rundshagen now conceived himself to be the most remarkable man of his age and 
began to exhibit himself as the * * Savior of the City " in a newly constructed build- 
ing in the market place, charging an entrance fee of four shillings. On one occasion 
a workman paid the admission money and after contemplating Rundshagen for a few 
minutes he enquired when the performance would begin, in the belief that the 
strangling incident was to be repeated. Upon being informed that there was no 
performance he demanded his money back, and when this was refused he engaged 
in a fight with Rundshagen. The authorities fearing further disturbances closed the 
the exhibition and the affair is now almost forgotten. 
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COINS RECENTLY ISSUED. 



KIAUTSCHOU, CHINA. Nickel. 5 cents and 10 cents. 

Obv. Imperial crowned eagle imposed on an anchor. DEUTSCH KIAUTSCHOU 
GEBIET. At left of date, oak spray and acorn: at right, pine cone and 
needles. 

Rev. Ins. in Chinese. In centre, Great Power Country money, Power Country 
being the Chinese name for Germany. At top, Tsing Tao, the name of the 
Capital At sides, the values. At bottom, the value in relation to a 
higher denomination. 

Kiao-chau, as we spell it, is on the south coast of the Shan-tung peninsula and 
since 1898 has been a German protectorate. It has an area of about 200 square miles. 

The Shanghai newspaper Tschuvg wai yi pau^ under date of Sept. 17, 1910, 
published an article the subject of which was that the new German nickel coinaj^e 
(10 cash pieces) have caused great inconvenience in the district of Schantung. 
The authorities issued an order to the effect that the 10 cash pieces were the 
legally adopted standard and must be accepted in payments. Should anyone 
refuse them they are to be arrested and severely punished. 

On the other hand the authorities ordered that in paying duty with these 
pieces an addition of Irom 20 to 30 per cent must be made on the face value. The 
merchants naturally followed their example and the consequence is that in 
Weihsien and to the west of that locality the 10 cash pieces are only computed at 
a value of 7 or 8 cash. Another feature is the rate of exchange, which varies as 
in the case of silver money. The Germans have taken advantage of these condi- 
tions and have made several millions of small coins. These are of three values: 
the single coin of 10 small cash; of 50 small cash; and of 100 small cash. As 
soon as the employees of the Schantung railway observed that these coins were 
not subject to fluctuations they promptly accepted them. — Front Blatter fur 
Mutizfreunde, 



ROUMANIA. A new issue of the 50 bani in silver has appeared. It is from 
designs by Ernest-Paulin Tasset, a member of the Soci^t^ des Artistes Pran^ais. 



BELGIUM. The obverse of the new two centime pieces is of the same design 
as the previous coinage. On the reverse a crowned letter A has been substituted 
for the L on former issues. 
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CHANGES IN THE AMERICAN CENT. 

The first United States cent coined outside of the Philadelphia Mint was struck 
at the San Francisco Mint, November 24, 1908. For many years — in fact, from 
the time the first mint was opened in 1793 until about five years ago — the law 
required all copper coins to be struck at the Philadelphia Mint. The necessity 
for coining the little coppers ai the other mints became apparent fully ten years 
ago. but it took about five years' lime to secure Congressional action in changing 
the law. The peculiarity of the law giving the monopoly of coinage to the Phila- 
delphia institution was probably due to the original framing of the act at a time 
when there was only the one mint The San Francisco Mint made on its first run 
of cents, 1,424,000 pieces; since then, up to the first of September last year, there 
has been coined there 860.000 additional pieces, or a total of 2.284,000 pieces, 
weighing seven tons and sixteen hundred pounds. Particular interest in the 
United States cent has been awakened throughout the entire country by reason of 
the recent radical change in the design of the coin. The new coin is popularly 
styled the "Lincoln penny," for the reason that on the obverse side it bears a 
most excellent portrait of the great President. 

The new cent is the 4rst material change in design of this denomination of 
our coin that has been made for forty-five years. When Congress established its 
first mint in 1792, the original coinage act provided that the copper cent should 
weigh 264 grains, but before any coins of this weight were struck, Congress found 
it desirable, in January of the next year, 1793, to reduce the weight of the cent to 
208 grains. According to tradition in mint circles, copper bullion became worth 
in the neighborhood of 35 cents per pound at this time, and as it only required 
33-65 cent pieces to weigh a pound, the Treasury authorities were confronted with 
the fact that their new coins were worth more than their face value as bullion, and 
Congress was again required to reduce the weight of the cent to 168 grains each, 
which gave 41.66 pieces to the avoirdupois pound. The act placed the face value 
of the coins below the bullion value for the time being, but subsequently the price 
of copper advanced, and people who wanted small amounts of copper for mechani- 
cal use found it more economical to melt up copper cents for the purpose than to 
purchase an equal weight of copper bullion. The records do show that for the 
first twenty-five years of the coinage of the coppers the cost of the metal to the 
Government averaged about 30 cents per pound. 

The loss to the Government was greater by reason of the fdct that up to some 
time in the forties the mint authorities had the blanks for the coins made in Eng. 
land and shipped to the mint at Philadelphia, where they were pressed and thus 
made into coins. After this time the blanks were made in the United States. To 
obviate any further possibility of the loss of copper money in circulation by its 
being melted up for the metal, and the further desire to adopt a less weighty and 
more convenient coin in place of the old. bulky original copper cent, Congress, in 
February, 1857, authorized the reduction of the weight of the cent to 72 grains, and 
changed the character of the metal employed. Instead of being made of all 
copper, as before, the coins were now to consist of 88 per cent copper and 12 per 
cent nickel, and were known as the nickel cents. Although the act making this 
change was not passed until 1864, the idea of the change was conceived over five 
years before, and the main features of the design of the little bronze cent which 
remained such a popular coin for forty-five years was made by the engraver in 
1859. 1*^e weight of the coin was again materially reduced, this time to 48 grains* 
The reduction of the amount of metal made a corresponding reduction in the 
diameter and thickness of the piece, and, therefore, in a pound of metal there is 
now 146 pieces or cents.-— Frank A. Leach, Late Director U. S. Mint, in Sunset 
Magazine. 
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NOW READY 



Catalogue of the Elegant Collection of Coins, 
formed by Prof « Byron N. Rooks* The sale 
Is to be held In June. If you have not re- 
ceived a copy of the catalogue or If you are 
not on my mailing list, I shall be very glad 
to send you a copy now. 



THE PROF. ROOKS SALE consists of 
over Itlteen hiindred lots. A col- 
lection that has been about thirty 
^ years In tomiatlon. United States 
Sliver and Copper nearly COM- 
PLETE, ot the Philadelphia and all 
branch mints* from the hall cent to 
the dollar. Many rarities In every 
series* lacking but very feur dates. 

Contains dollars of 1794* 1896 and 
18ff2» and many rare mint marics; 
Half dollars up to 1910 ivlth nearly 
all the rare mints* same of the 
quarters* dimes and half dimes. 
A nice 1804 dime* etc. 

Fine collection ol Gold— Irom the 
aold dollar to $10.00. Rarities of 
all series. 

Rare Pioneer Gold Coins* Includ- 
ing the excessively rare Colorado 
$20.00 aold piece. Miners* Bank 
$10.00* etc. 

A Une set ol fordan silver dol- 
lars; Interesting foreign copper 
coins* ancient and later. 

Tho fliM Stat* of prosenration of tho major por- 
tion of this colloctlon io ono of its many foaturoo. 

CATALOGUES FREE. Write lor One. 



B. MAX MEHL, Numismatist 

FORT WORTH, : : : : TEXAS 

I solicit consignments ol coins for my sales or for 

direct purchase lor cash. All correspondence 

promptly and cheerfully attended to. 
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General Il3umf0mati0t 

13 MAXIMILIANSTRASSE 13 

MUNICH, 

GERMANY. 



Large Stock of Coins and Medals 
of all Gauntries and Age& 



Selections Sent on ApprovaL 



Important Auction Sales Every Year 

Pattern and 

Experimental Pieces 

Bought and Sold 



I make this series a specialty, 
and have specimens that will 
interest any collector. Corres- 
pondence solicited. Address 

E. H. ADAMS 

Pattern Expert, 

40 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Tel. 1346 Main. 




FOR SALE! 

CoMPLKTB Volumes of 

"The Nnmlsmatlst" 

for years 1894- 1895- 1896- 
1897-1898 and 1899 at 

$1.25 Per Volume 

$7.00 for the Six Years. 

Addrbss All Orders To 

G. L. TILDEN 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
377 Main Street, Worcester, Mass* 




SEE WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER! 

CASH WITH ORDER- POSTAGE EXTRA. 
COPPER HALF CENTS. 

1 800- 1 808- 1 857 each. v. f.. $ .50 fine $ .75 

1 803- 1 805- 1 849-50-6 each, V. p.. .40 fine .60 
1804-9-28-32-3-4-5 each. v.g. .. .20 fine .30 
1806-7-25-6-9-5 1-3-4-5 each. v.g. .25 fine .35 

1810 v.g. .75flne 1.25 

1811 eood. 1.00 v.g. 1.50 fine 2 00 

The above 26 different dates, average very good. 7.50 
LARGE COPPER CENTS. 

1 793 cent, wreath good $4.50 v. g. $6.00 

1794-1806-8-1 1-13 each, good .75 v. g. 1.00 
1795-7-1800-1-5-23 each, good .50 v. g. 75 

1796-1809 each good 1.25 v. g. 

1 798- 1 802-3-7- 10-12-1 4-57 

each, good .25 v. g. 
1816 to 1839 ,'except 1821-23 each, good 

1840 to 1857 each v. g. to fine 

A collection of 61 different dates, average good. 9.00 

Arnold Numismatic Co., Providence, R. I. 



1.75 

.40 
.10 
.05 
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LEO HAMBURGER 

(general Hmntgmattgt 

Frankfort O. M., Germany 
Schcffelstrasse 24 



REGULAR PUBLIC SALES 



Fixed Price List No. 4 

Of Gold, Silver, Copper Coins, U. S. 
Bills, Fractional Currency, Confederate 
Notes, Etc, ready for mailing about 
April 15th, 1911. ^If interested, inclose 
2c. stamp for postage. 

JOHN A. LEWIS 

253 North Washtenaw Avenue, 
Chicago, 111. 



World's Greatest Collector /Nagazlne 

FOUNDED IN 1895. 



13he Philatelic West and 
Collector's World 

Superior, Nebraska, U.S.A. 

The oldest, largest monthly American Collectors' 
Paper. 100 pages each issue, replete with interesting 
reading and adTertising, illustrated, pertaining to 
Stamps, Curios, Coins, Postal Cards and Entire CoTers, 
Minerals, Relics of all kinds, Old Books, Weapons. 
Guns, Pistols. Medals, etc. Orer 3,600 pages issued 
in two years. Hare you any hobby 7 rays to be a 
reader of the West. Organizes largest Clubs and 
and Societies of thefr kind. 

An unimitated expensiTC meritorious feature is the 
publication in each number of illustrations of leading 
collectors and dealers of the world, and their places 
of business. 

50 cents for 12 numbers i Foreign and 
Canadaf $1 or 4s. Sample Free. 

L. T. BRODSTONE, Pabllstaer, 

Superior, Nebraska, U.8.A. 

The Doctor Heath Memorial Medal 

A few copies still remain unsold. Secure one at once 
as the dies will shortly be destroyed. On sale In 
Bronze at $2. Silver at $5. Address 

D. MACON WEBSTER, Chairman. 
26 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK CITY 



C. G. THIEJVIE 

Drcsdcni>A«» Augustusstr. 4 
GERMANY. 



A large stock of Coins, Medals, Paper 

Money and Numismatic Books 

always on hand. 



My quarterly catalogue contains i5«ooo 
items with fixed prices, and is mailed 
free of charge to all applying for it. 

I10REY*8 SNAPS No. 28 

25 Large Cents, different dates, good or better SI .00 

25SmaU *' " *• SlXX) 

25 Foreign Coins, " ** ** ** '* .25 

25 CiTil War Tokens, good or better .75 

25 dif. Coin Catalogues, priced $3.00 

25 War, Confederate and Broken Bank Bills SlXX) 

25 different Roman Coins attributed $2.00 

Send for my monthly circular of mail auction of 

Boston, Has* 



Coins, etc., ending 25th of erery months 
H. E. MOREY, 41 Washington St.. 



WANTED— The following; numbers of 
the American Journal of Numismatics. 
Volume II, entire ; and No. 53 of Vol. 
VI. HowLAND Wood, Brookline, Mass. 

WANTED— Copies of any date of the. 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Boston 
Numismatic Society. Rowland Wood, 
93 Perry St., Brookline, Mass. 

MEHL'S NUMISMATIC MONTHLY. 
A House Organ? NIT. Send fifty 
cents for a year's subscription and be 
convinced. If not satisfied after you 
receive twelve issues, money promptly 
refunded. P. O. Box 976, Ft. Worth, 
Texas. 

U. S. SILVER, Minor Proof Sets, U. 
S. Fractional Currency for sale. L. L- 
GaRRY, Stoneham, Mass. 

THE EDITOR desires to obtain more 
correspondents in foreign countries, 
who will furnish numismatic notes and 
original contributions. Any correspon- 
dence received we will be glad to trans- 
late and send copies of this magazine in 
exchange. Address, A. R. Frby, Edi- 
tor, 34 A Hampton Place, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

WANTED— Banknote issued by Rhode 
Island Agricultural Bank of Johnston, 
R. I., or information concerning same. 
Will pay good price for fine specimen. 
George H. Blake, 12 Highland Ave., 
Jersey City, N. J. 

WANTED— Volume II. of The Numis- 
matist. Good price paid for same. Also 
Hard Times Tokens. G. L. Tii^dkn, 
377 Main Street, Worcester, Mass. 
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I LARGE PUBLIC SALE ! I 



It 
It 
It 

It 
It 

It 
It 
|i 
H 
H 



June 5th and 6th. 

I am cataloguing a very fine sale to be held at my own rooms, 32 E. 23rd 
Street, New York, including Six Rare U. S. Half Cents in the '30s, *40S| 
and '50s ; I3 Gold Pieces of 1865 and 1873 i ^ Gold Dollar of 1875 ; an un- 
circulated Quarter Eagle of 1829, (one of which sold for $66 in the Wood in 
Sale) ; a fine collection United States Silver and Copper Coins, including 
a splendid Cent Collection, Jackson Tokens, and much other material, 
which will contribute to make it one of the best sales of the season. 

In preparation. Catalogue of the Kahn Collection of Foreign Coins 
and United States Cents— 5,000 pieces. 

Catalogues Free. Priced Catalogue 50c for each session of sale. 

THOMAS L. ELDER, 32 E. 23rd street. New York City. 

I can fet yon the best results, if yoa wish to sell yoor collection. 



1^ 
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PHISHATIST 

49 Mainzer Landstrasse 49 

Frankfort on Main 

GERMANY 

ESTABLISHED 1870 



Large Stock of Continental Coins 
of All Ages 

Medals — Artistic and Historic 
Ancient and Modern 

Catalogues on application 
Seioral Important Auotion Sales Every Year 



Ancient Coins 
and Medals 



High Class Greek and Roman Antiques 

High Class Works of Mediaeval 

and Renaissance Art. 

Important Auction Sales every year, for 
which large, valuable for reference cata- 
logues, with large number of plates and 
price list are issued. 
List of catalogues on application. 

Dr. JACOB HIRSCH 

Munich^ Germany^ 
Arcisstrassc 17 

Telephone 6834 Cable Addreui Stater 

PARIS— 364 Rue St. Honoi^ 
(Place Venddme) 

Telephone 326«'46 Cable Address 1 Stater 



SPECIALTY: Fine Greek and Roman 
Coins, General Gold Coins. 
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BEN G. GREEN, Numismattst 

1535 Masonic Temple, Chicago, IIL 



1 



Large Sales Monthly Until Summer Comes Again 



THE only numismatic dealer in the West holding PUBLIC AUCTION 
SALES. Located in the hestft of the coin collection district of the 
country. Exceptional opportunities for obtaining and disponng of line 
specimens. One coin or entire collections purchased or sold on commission. 



I 



A Catalosr for the Asking . . ♦ ♦ Send Your Want List 
The Numismatic Collector's Best Companion* 

Green's Reference and Check*Book. 

A pocket size book, printed and ruled for keeping complete record of a collection : condition, 
price paid, when and from whom purchased, etc. Gives the number of pieces of every denomination 
coined for each year and from every U. S. mint, and a complete list of Territorial Gold. Fractional 
Currency and Encased Postage Stamps. The rarity of any U. S. coin at a glance. Particularly 
valuable for mint mark collectors. Blank space provided for additions of future years' coinage, making 
it perpetiial. Blank pages for list of Colonials, books, etc. 1 12 pages and supplements to 1910 
Price, boards. $1 ; Flexible leather, gilt edges. $1.25. Every user a booster. If you have not seen it. 
order one. Money back if you are not delighted. Compiled, published and 



&SE 



Sold by BEN G. GREEN, MiMidc Tampl*. Chlci«o. III. 



JUN KOBAYAGAWA CO. 

Numismatists and Philatelists 

p. 0. Box 214 34 Water St. 
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN. 

Experts of Far Eastern Coins 

C FECIAL Periodical Offers 
of curious and rare coins 
of the Far East. Price lists 
sent free on application. 

Correspondence Solicited. 

All inquiries answered 

if stamp for return 

postage is sent. 



M«inb«rs of all 

Principal European and Amarlcan 

Numismatic and Phllatalic 

SociatiM. 



U. S. Coins 
Cheap! 



Gold Dolbrs, Fine 




S2.40 


ThreexDolbr Gold Pes 


.. Fine ^ ^ ^ ^ 


$4.75 


FiTe^Dollar " " 


1806^8.^41x13 each 


SIOXX) 


SilTcrDoUar. 1795, ve 


ry good *• x x 


%4J0O 


" 1796. " 


X X X X 


SiJSO 


•• 1798. " 


XXX 


%iJ0O 


" 1799, •• 


X X X X 


$3.00 


1877. Minor Proof Set! 


X X X X 


$6X)0 


1877. 5c piece Proof 


X X X X X 


%AJ0O 


1873.2c •• •• 




$3.75 


1793. Cent Chain, Tery good ^ ^ ^ ^ 


$6XX) 


1793, Cent Wreath, ** 


XXX 


$7.50 


Isabella Quarter, unc. 
Lafayette Dollar, fine 




.75 


X X X X X 


%2JO0 


FRED MICHAEL S BRII 


•> 


72 Dearborn St.» 






Chicago, Illinois. 
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EARLY COLONIAL AND AMERICAN MONEY. 

Bv F. G. Markham. 

'HK early settlers of New England came to this country rich in integrity, stern 
in their rigid soberness, enterprising, with tremendous will power, but poor 
in pocket and this world's treasures in general. Possibly there was sorae- 
tHin^ more than a tinge of fanaticism in their treatment of those who differed from 
tHem in matters of religious belief, or in their governmental ideas. 

Our forefathers found great difficulty in obtaining the means for trade and 
l^ai-ter. The little money that they brought with them, and soon sent back for 
necessary supplies, rapidly exhausted their resources, and in their extremity thej- 
were obliged to adopt the Indian money of the period. This was made from various 
sliells, and styled sometimes Sewan, Wampumpeage, or Wampum for short. 

It was ordered by the General Court of Massachusetts, November 15, 1637, 
'' Tliat Wampum should pass at six a penny .tor any sum under 12 D." In 1639, 
oi*^iti|^ to a failure of the crops, and especially corn, as all cereals were called (and 
corn \s-as considered as currency,) Wampum was enhanced in value. Therefore, on 
Ootober 7, 1640, it was ordered in the same General Court, "That White W^ampum 
s^tiall passe at 4 a pennj-, and Blew at 2 a penny, and not above 12 D at a time except 
tlie receiver desire more." It was not till 1661 that the law authorizing the use of 
Wartipnni as a legal tender was repealed, but its use as currency continued down to 
tlie time of the Revolution. 

It may be profitable to say a few more words about this Indian money, and how 
it was obtained. All along the Atlantic coast there are numerous shell heaps, some- 
times many acres in extent. Most people supposed these heaps were made by the 
Indians who secured the shell-fish for food. This was at least a secondary consider- 
ation, and the shells were used for manufacturing Wampum. The common clam 
and 03-ster shells possessed the smallest value. What we call the **winkle," some- 
tHinJ? like a "conch," only black, was the one most sought after, and the inside, 
\%-liicli bad many of the colors of the rainbow, made it the most valuable Wampum. 
A. -v^'Horl in the inside of the shell containing several colors was valued in the highest 
decree. About two miles from Sag Harbor, Long Island, there are shell heaps cov- 
erini?' many acres in extent. A careful, and personal examination of these shells 
sHov^-s conclusively that the aborigines had a veritable mint, and " coined " in large 
quantities, as is proven by the flint drills, cutting tools, and curious Indian imple- 
ments found among the shells. Largely these heaps are now covered with soil, and 
potatoes, corn and grass are cultivated over them. It is significant that other 
nations use shells of different kinds as money. This is especially true of Corea and 
Siam- 



"YYiG very first money made by the early settlers was under the following Ordi- 

-n^-nc:^* passed by the same General Court, March 4, 1634, old style : — " It i^ ordered 

f-yist^t. miiskett bullets of a full boare shall pass currently for a farthing apiece, pro- 

vicied that noe man be compelled to take above 12 D att a tyme in them." While 

tHis* was ^^rood solid money, doubtless the fathers considered it as a military pre- 

"^ioii as well as a financial provision, thereby retaining ammunition in case of 

^j.^ and a constant circulating medium. As has been noted above, corn, including 

^l^e, r>'^' oats and wheat, were used as barter. Pelts, skins of the otter, beaver, 

^^-^^ ' iox and the bear, were taken to the store and exchanged for cloth, rum, sugar, 

^ tiiolasses. In Virginia, tobacco was the standard for purposes of trade. 
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Before commencing the subject of Connecticut money, it will be necessary to 
clear the way by a rapid sketch of the money made for and by other states and plan- 
tations. The first real money struck for American circulation is known as the 
Sommer Island pieces. They are made of copper, and denominated shillings, six- 
pences, threepences, and twopences. The Sommer Islands are now known as the 
Bermudas, and the coins were struck when Captain John Smith was governor of 
Virginia, that is about the year 1609. At the present time less than half a dozen are 
in existence. As will be observed, the hog looks like the present animal by that 
name and the ship like the Columbus caravel. 

THE CAROLINA ELEPHANT TOKEN. 

It is not certainly known whether this rare piece was struck as money or as a 
half -penny token; probably the latter. The obverse of the coin represents an ele- 
phant facing the left, and the reverse has the inscription "God preserve Carolina, 
and the Lords Proprietors." There are also two or three pieces bearing a similar 
device, but with " New England " substituted for "Carolina and the Lords Proprie- 
tors." They were all struck in England. One variety has the spelling *' Pro- 
prieters." 

THE ROSA AMERICANA SERIES. 

These well struck coins are the most interesting of the early Colonial series. The 
history of their introduction into this countrj^ is somewhat curious. Mr. William 
Wood, an Irish gentleman, obtained patents for coining tokens, both in Ireland and 
America, and here follows the manner in which they were procured. Just previous 
to the coronation of George I. he w^as on his way from Hamburg to London. In his 
company was a frail beauty, who obtained great influence over the king. She was 
raised to the peerage, under the title of the Duchess of Kendal. Wood was shrewd 
enough to approach the Duchess instead of the king, and undoubtedly induced her 
and George I. to grant the patents. There is excellent authority for the statement 
that the Duchess shared largely in the profits of the coinage. The coins for the most 
part bear the dates 1722 and 1723, and were in three denominations, twopence, penny, 
and half-penny. On the obverse of these coins was the device, head of George I. 
laureated, and the legend " Georgius Dei Gratia Rex." The reverse had for a 
de\4ce a complete double rose and the legend encircling the piece reads * ' Rosa 
Americana, Utile Dulci." 

In Annapolis, Maryland, about 1783, a goldsmith by the name of I. Chalmers 
issued shillings, sixpences, and threepences in silver, as a private venture. It is 
said that he had the tacit consent of the Government for the issue, but no proof is 
shown. In 1659 Lord Baltimore, governor of the Province of Maryland, caused 
shillings and sixpences to be struck, but the rulers in Great Britain soon suppressed 
them. Virginia issued much paper money, but never an authorized coin. There 
are, however, many half-pennj' tokens, with " Virginia " and a coat of arms on one 
side, wnth the date 1773, and on the other a laureated bust of George III. They 
were struck in England, and never had much circulation in the Colonies, but from 
the great number now in existence, it is conjectured that the dies have been perpetu- 
ated, or reproduced. 

THE LOUISIANA CENTS. 

Various copper coins were struck about the years 1721, 1722 and 1767 for circula- 
tion in the French Colonies of America. There is no especial reason that they should 
be classed as Louisiana cents, except that this Territory was perhaps the most 
important of all the French possessions in this country. 

NEW YORK MONEY. 



New York State never authorized the coinage of metal money, still there are 
many pieces that bear the name ''Nova Eborac," or New York. It is commonly 
supposed that English merchants trading with New York caused these coins, or more 
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properly tokens, to be struck in England, for the purpose of facilitating trade. But 
my own study leads to the belief that many, if not the most of them, were struck by 
our own Connecticut mone\' makers at their mints near New Haven. Thej' bear the 
date of 1787, when most of our Connecticut cents were struck. Ephraim Brasher of 
New York City caused to be struck in England what is known as the Brasher 
Doubloon. It was of gold, and had the weight and fineness of the Spanish doubloon. 
There are only four or five in existence at the present time. A specimen of this 
doubloon was sold in 1907 for 56200. 



TRADE TOKENS OF NEW YORK. 

The first trade token issued in the United States was in 1789 by William and 
John Mott, Water St., New York City, manufacturers and dealers in watches and 
jewelry. It was a pretty little piece, somewhat smaller than the old copper cent. 
The next issue of tokens was by Talbot, Allum and Lee, India merchants in Pearl 
St., New York City. These cents bear the dates 1794 and 1795. The design and die 
work are especially fine. They were struck in England, and had a large circulation. 

THE NEW JERSEY CENTS. 




In 1681 a party of emigrants from Dublin, Ireland, came to New Jersey. Among 
them was one Mark Newbie, who brought with him a quantity of coins struck in Ire- 
land. These were called Mark Newbies or St. Patrick half pence, from the design on 
the reverse which represented the saint in the act of banishing snakes. Such was 
the scarcity of money, especially small change, that the authorities of New Jersey 
permitted their passage, provided ' * No one shall be compelled to take more than five 
shillings in one payment." This coinage was struck in various metals, silver, 
brass, and very rarely in lead. The designs are crude, but quaint. The Legislature 
of New Jersey, on June 1, 1786, authorized the coinage of copper cents, not to 
exceed in value the sum of 1000 pounds. They were to be of pure copper, weigh six 
pennyweights and six grains each, fifteen coppers to the shilling. There were two 
Mint Houses, one in Morristown, the other at Elizabethtown. The house was stand- 
ing in Morristown as late as 1855; it had been altered to a dwelling and was called 
**The Solitude." The owner and occupant was John Cleve Symmes, Chief Justice 
of New Jersey, He was uncle to another John Cleve Symmes, and the latter gentle- 
man was father 'in-law to General William Henry Harrison, once President of the 
United States, who was the grandfather of E< -president Benjamin Harrison. The 
coinage commenced in 1786 and ended in 1788. The dies broke often and conse- 
quently there are many varieties; in my own collection there are over seventy differ- 
ent types. 

THE VERMONT CENTS. 

Vermont was the first State to issue an authorized cent, although not then in the 
Union. The Legislature of Vermont in June, 1785, granted to Reuben Harmon, Jr., 
the right to coin copper cents of a specified weight. The Mint was established in 
Rupert, the home of the said Harmon. The building was standing in 1856, but 
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instead of a coin house it was then a corn house. Reuben Harmon, Jr., in company 
with his father, emi^ated from Suffield, Connecticut, in the year 1768. He was a 



man of note, holding many important offices. The writer has a dozen varieties of 
these rare Colonials. Massachusetts coined cents and half cents in the years 1787 
and 1788, and no other State coined half cents. 

THE PINE TREE SHILLING. 




This curious coinage embraces a series consisting of Pine Tree shillings, six- 
pences, and threepences, Oak Tree shillings, sixpences, threepences and twopences. 
and Willow Tree shillings and sixpences. They all bear the date 1652 with the 
exception of the twopence, which has the year 1662. They were coineil for over 
thirty years yet they all bear the same dates, viz., 1652 and 1662. The original 
pieces struck were a shilling and sixpence, exceedingly crude, and bore on one side 
N. E. for New England, and on the other XII (shilling) or VI (sixpence). This 
lasted but a short time, and as but few were made thev are now extremelv rare. 




The Act by the General Court of Massachusetts, authorizing the above coinage 
was passed May 27, 1652. A facsimile copy of the original Act is in my possession. 
It appointed one John Hull as Master of the Mint, and for compensation to the said 
Hull, he was to receive one shilling and sixpence for every twenty shillings coined. 



John Hull associated one John Robert Sanderson with him. As a result they both 
grew very rich for those times, especially Hull. The General Court from time to 
time triecl to modify the terms of agreement, but Hull held the Court to its bond. 
The well known Samuel Sewall married Hull's daughter, and a legend states that 
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she received as her dowry her weight in Pine Tree Shillings. The Mint House 
stood on what is now Pembroke Square, Boston, Mass. The oath which the Com- 
mittee acting for the General Court obliged Hull and Sanderson to take, showed the 
spirit and spelling of the times, and contained the following sentence : "That they 
should by the help of God coin every shilling, of threepenny Troy Weight, and all 
other peeces proportionably, so neere as you cann." 

CONNECTICUT MONEY. 



This vigorous little State coined more copper than any other Commonwealth in 
the Union. Her principal die sinker, one Abel Buell or Bewell as it was then spelled, 
not only prepared the dies for his own state, but for Vermont, the New York coppers, 
probably some of those from New Jersey, as well as the *'Fugio" or Franklin, 
otherwise known as "the mind your business cent." It is a matter of record, that 
Buell became an itinerant vender of dies, and visited the States before mentioned, 
peddling his peculiar wares as they were needed. Mention should be made that, 
owing to the crude method of coinage in those days, many dies were defaced and 
broken, and the new ones would be unlike the old. Hence the demand for dies, and 
this explains why so many varieties exist, and the difficulties encountered by numis- 
matists in obtaining all the varieties. Connecticut was one of the first to make paper 
or fiat money; the first issue was in 1709 and it continued until 1780, when all Acts 
for that kind of currency were repealed. They continued to circulate until 1839, but 
with greatly depreciated value. Connecticut, unlike many other States, never 
wholly repudiated her paper money, but it must be confessed that much of it was 
never redeemed. 

The first copper cents or tokens struck within the borders of Connecticut were the 
Higley or Granby cents. They were were not authorized by the State, though 
Higley was never molested. He was a native of Granby, now a part of Simsbury. 
He was by turns a doctor, a blacksmith, a copper mine owner, and a farmer. The 
copper obtained was unusually fine, soft, and easily worked, so that the coppers 
made by Higley were much sought after by goldsmiths to alloy their gold ware. 
This in a measure causes the scarcity of these coins and shows their extreme rarity 
and high value. The Granby mines were worked down to the time of the American 
Revolution, but were never profitable. In October, 1773, the General Court of Con- 
necticut established in the subterranean part of the Granby copper mines a Colonial 
jail and public workhouse. Afterwards it was known as Newgate prison. All the 
law breakers of the State were confined here, many of the prisoners working in the 
mines. The buildings connected with the mines were three times burned. Many of 
the convicts escaped, and the suffering of those that remained was very great. 
These underground, dark, damp and unwholesome passages for confining prisoners, 
is certainly a blot on the fair name of our otherwise good old State. Ministers 
preached against the disgrace, newspapers added their anathemas, and finally in 1827 
the State abandoned the old Newgate, and afterward built the present structure at 
Wethersfield. 

John Higley was an ingenious blacksmith, and probably made his own dies. 
The cents were struck in 1737, 1738 and 1739, and bear several devices. The most 
common one has on the obverse a standing deer, and surrounding the deer the 
inscription * * The value of three pence. ' * On the reverse are three hammers each bear- 
ing a crown surrounded by the inscription ' ' I am good copper. ' ' Another variety 
has on the reverse a broad axe encircled by the inscription I cut my way through.'* 
Legend says this is supposed to be an attempt at a pun on the name of his State, 
*' Connect-i-cut my way through," alluding of course to the axe. The first inscrip- 
tion as noted above was the value of threepence. Rum in those days was threepence 
a glass, and blacksmith Higley was wont to settle his score at the bar, with his own 
coin at the stated value. The landlord and the public objecting to take a half- 
penny's worth of copper for threepence, the Ingenious blacksmith changed it to 
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** Value me as you please." Of course all this is tradition, but it seems well authen- 
ticated. Within the past few years Gran by cents have been sold for seventy-five and 
even a hundred dollars. 

The first regular authorized coinage of Connecticut was granted by the Assembly 
at New Haven in October, 1785. The Act reads as follows: '* Resolved by this 
Assembly, that Samuel Bishop, Joseph Hopkins, James Hillhouse, and John Good- 
rich have liberty. And liberty and authority is hereby granted to them to establish 
a Mint for coining and manufacturing coppers, not to exceed ten thousand pounds 
lawful money, in value of the standard of British halfpence, and to weigh six penny- 
weight," etc. (The remainder of the directions in the resolution being to throw 
safeguards about the Act, and otherwise protect the State.) The above-named gen- 
tlemen, it seems, did not care to go into the coinage business, and so they sublet the 
contract to two wealthy New York merchants, Samuel Broome and Jeremiah Piatt. 

There were two Mint houses, one situated in what is now known as Morris Cove, 
and the other not far from the mouth of the Westville river in Westville. Defective 
coins of Connecticut, Vermont and New York, a? well as perfect ones, have been 
found about the sites of these old Mint houses quite recently. The original dies of 
the "Fugio," or *'mind your business" cent, were found a few years ago in 
New Haven, since which, time many fine specimens have been struck in copper, 
silver, and even in gold. It is doubtful if the dies have yet been destroyed. 

Connecticut cents were all struck during the years 1785, 1786, 1787 and 1788. 
Nearly all of them bore the inscription ' ' Auctori Connec ' ' (by the authority of 
Connecticut), and on the reverse " Inde et Lib " (independence and liberty). There 
are many variations in the wording, as well as in the shape, size, and position of the 
ideal head of Liberty, with which they are all graced. Some of the cents were 
struck over George III. halfpennies, some over New Jersey and Vermont cents. 
The result makes a curious combination, and they are much sought after by collec- 
tors. Though they were all struck during four years, the writer owns nearly 150 
varieties. It can thus be seen that Abel Buell the die sinker must have led rather a 
busy life. 

The tribute, or bonus paid by the State to the coiner, was one in twenty, and 
when the Act suspending the coinage passed on June 20, 1789, there was a large 
amount remaining in the Treasury. The Assembly passed two Acts for the disposal 
of these coppers. The first in 1790 directed the Treasurer to dispose of the copper 
coins in the Treasury in exchange for liquidated notes or securities at a certain fixed 
price. This Act did not unload the Treasury, and so in 1791 the Assembly again 
directed the Treasurer to dispose of the remaining stock to the best advantage, and 
report his doings to the Assembly. This was the last Act of money making so far 
the State was concerned. 



1795 CENTS 

It is curious, while other early dates of cents are so prolific of varieties, that 
the year 1795 should have so few. The following are believed to be all at present 
known. As the reverses differ on each, they alone will be given. 

1. ** One Cent '* high in wreath, which terminates in single leaves. A berry 
on either side of bow. Struck on lettered-edge thick planchets and also on thin 
planchets with no edge lettering. 

2. ** One Cent** nearly central, right branch terminates in two leaves. A 
berry on either side under bow. Lettered edge only. 

A sub-variety of this has a small die-break between R and T of Liberty and is 
known as the hyphen variety. 

3. There is only a berry to left of bow; none on right. Lettered edge only. 

4. "One Cent'* central. Berry to left of bow; none on right. The right 
wreath stem almost touches A. Thin planchet only. 

5. " One Cent " central. Berries on either side of bow. The branches of the 
wreath are thick, with 20 leaves on right and 21 on left branch. The right wreath 
stem points to the right of A. Thin planchets only. This is, by far, the rarest of 
the 1795 varieties Not a single specimen in any condition was found among an 
unpicked lot of nearly 300. 

6. The Jefferson Head. As this is now generally conceded to be a counterfeit 
of the period, it docs not merit any lengthy description. It is coarse work and 
bears no close resemblance to the other 1795's, nor to any other early date and 
never emanated from the Unit^ States Mint. —SUigerwa It's Messenger, 
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A VISIT TO THE OTTAWA BRANCH OF THE ROYAL MINT. 

By R. W. McLachlan. 



Having occasion to run up to Ottawa, in April, in connection with the meet- 
ings of the Royal Society of Canada, I determined to visit the mint, notwithstand- 
ing the limited time at my disposal. All that appeared to me to be necessary was 
to call, ask to see the deputy master, and be admitted without further question. 
But I had not calculated on the ceremony surrounding admission to such an im- 
portant institution. 

On arrival I found all entrance barred by a tall iron gate, guarded by two 
Dominion policemen, one decorated with South African medals, who, from within 
an entrance lodge, scrutinized all seeking admission, and the other whose duty it 
was to open the gate should the scrutiny prove satisfactory. 

I had corresponded with Dr. James Bonnar, the deputy master, and further, 
had secured a letter of introduction from an intimate friend of his, but, although I 
showed this to the guard, he could not admit me without a permit, which usually 
has to be applied for two or three days in advance. I was advised to put in my 
application for one at once, and most likely would receive it before leaving 
Ottawa. As I was about to do so. Dr. Bonnar's private secretary came out, on his 
way to luncheon, and on being referred to him, he asked for my card and the 
letter, and promised me an appointment for the next day at ii 30 o'clock, engaging 
to have the permit made out and in the hands of the guard at the entrance await- 
ing my arrival. 

Although precluded from viewing the interior on that day, I took some mental 
notes of the exterior. The mint stands about sixty feet back from the street, is 
isolated from all other buildings, and surrounded on all sides by a strong iron 
railing, some twelve feet in height. This railing is pierced with only one gate. 
Like the Houses of Parliament, it is built of cream colored Nepean sandstone, but 
differs in style, being Norman rather than Gothic. The main doorway is flanked 
by two castellated turrets, while over the entrance stand the royal arms and sup- 
porters with the inscription Royal Mint carved in stone. The building, which 
is not large, consists of two stories with a high basement. In the rear is a one 
story engine room and boiler house with a high smoke stack. 

The next day at the appointed time I stood before the entrance to the mint, 
and was handed the promised permit, which proved to be the desired open sesame. 
On crossing the courtyard and gaining entrance I found a large hall with beautiful 
mosaic flooring and artistically stuccoed and frescoed walls. After signing the 
visitors' book, I wa9 conducted to the deputy master's office on the upper floor, 
where I was received most cordially. The deputy himself showed me all over the 
works But before doing so he explained that, since the beginning of 191 1, the 
mint had stood practically idle, awaiting the new dies bearing the effigy of 
George V. 

On the same floor as the deputy master's office is a room set apart by the mint 
as a numismatic museum, to be acquired some time or other by the mint. There 
are plenty of glass cases but no coins to fill them. The cases are the upright ones, 
which I do not like as it strains one to look at them, while they give the room a 
most crowded appearance, and there is danger of the coins falling and being in- 
jured while placing or changing their position. I prefer flat cases, slightly tilted, 
with the glass close to the objects exhibited. 
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Descending to the basement, the first process shown was that of rolling. This 
is done by three rolling machines of different fineness, run by electricity, as is all 
the machinery in the mint. This does away with belting and gearing, as well as 
facilitating the starting and stopping of the machines. At Dr. Bonnar's request 
the men rolled some of the bronze bars from which the cent pieces are made. 
These bars, which were eighteen inches long by two wide and three quarters in 
thickness, were passed several times between each of the rollers, until finally 
coming from the last, they were stretched into a two inch ribbon four or five yards 
long of the exact thickness of the cent. These ribbons are then passed on to the 
cutting machine which punched from them the fians. These flans thus cut out 
were then put through the process which gives them the raised edge usually found 
on coins, and which is intended to protect the design from wear. As the rolling 
hardens the metal so as to make it unfit for striking, the blanks have to be an- 
nealed in a furnace to soften them. This annealing process has a tendency to dull 
or oxidize the copper, making it necessary to pass it through an acid bath to 
brighten it. The acid has to be washed oH and the flans dried by putting them, 
along with a quantity of sawdust, into a revolving drum ; from time to time more 
dry sawdust is added, and the drum kept revolving until the flans come out 
beautifully polished and ready for striking. Beech sawdust only is used, having 
been found the best for the purpose. 

There are in the coining room five coining presses; one of these, recently 
added, is much more powerful than the others, being intended for striking the 
silver dollars, the coinage of which has been provided for in the latest amendments 
to the Currency Act. One of the presses was started working to show me the pro- 
cess, but of course no coining could be done until the new dies were ready. 

In the same room as the weighing machines, the one next visited is a sorting 
machine, which consisted of a duck band a foot in width, which passed over rolleis 
in such a manner as to show first one side of the coins and then the other. An 
expert stands over this machine, and can with ease pick out and reject all imper- 
fectly struck specimens as they pass before him. 

The automatic weighing machines, of which there are three, are marvels of 
accuracy. The coins which are fed to them are weighed one by one, and passed 
into their different receptacles, according as they are light, heavy, or of the pro- 
per weight. The latter are counted and put up in bags to be sent to the different 
deputy receivers general as they are wanted. The former are sent back to the 
melting pot, and the heavy ones arc filed down to the proper weight. 

Prom the weighing room I was conducted to the die room, where I was shown 
the old dies, hubs and matrices, which, on account of the death of Edward VII., 
will never be used again. Here I was accorded a great privilege in a sight of the 
matrices for the new one cent die, which had just arrived from the mint at London. 
This sight was granted on condition that it should not be mentioned in the news- 

?apers. This promise I have kept, but received special permission to report it in 
HE Numismatist. 

The matrix is like the regular die, but is not turned down for the reception of 
the collar, having instead a wide margin inscribed '* One Cent, Ottawa, 191 1," and 
*' reverse *' or ** obverse " as the case may be. 

The design is considerably changed from that of Edward VII. On the obverse 
there is no inner circle, but the bust, instead, comes down to the lower edge of the 
coin and bears on the truncation the initials B. M., for Bertram Mackennal, the 
designer. The inscription, which consequently does not go all the way around, 
is shortened by making it graceless, and relegating the word *' Canada" to the 
reverse. It reads GEORGIUS V REX IND. IMP. The reverse is much the 
same as that of the old cent, except that the word CANADA comes between 
** cent ** and the date. 

Although the matrices of the other coins had not yet come to hand, they were 
daily expected. So far no designers or engravers have been engaged at the 
Ottawa branch; first, because the designs for the new coins can be more readily 
made in London, and secondly, because no appropi iations have been placed on 
the estimates for this purpose by the Dominion Government. 

In the die room is a very powerful machine for impressing the hubs and dies, 
and Dr. Bonnar had one or two impressions made on soft steel from the new cent 
matrix, to show how dies are made. 

I was next shown through the large strong vault in which the coins and 
bullion are kept. As there had been little if any coinage since the first of the 
year, on account of the required change of designs in the dies, it contained little 
else than a quantity of bronze bars for cents, a small stock of silver coins of 
Edward VII. dated 1910, and a few British sovereigns of George V. A quantity of 
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sovereigns were packed, ready to be sent to one of the banks. I secured one of 
these sovereigns at face value, $4 87, for my collection. 

The only difference between the Canadian sovereigns and those struck at the 
London Mint is, that the former bears the mint mark **C** for Canada. This 
mark may be seen on the ground of the reverse just under the right hind foot of 
the horse. 

The reason why British sovereigns are coined at the Ottawa Mint rather than 
Canadian five and ten dollar gold pieces, is, that banks want the former, knowing 
that they will be accepted at face as coin the world over, whereas the latter any- 
where outside of Canada can only be shipped as so much bullion. 

On enquiring if any commemorative or other medals had been struck at the 
Ottawa Mint, I was informed that only one private medal for the Open Air Horse 
Parade Association had been made at the mint from dies engraved elsewhere. 
There were 165 of these medals struck, 65 in gold, 50 in silver, and 50 in bronze. 
Bat as the dies were of inferior workmanship and as a number of medallists had 
raised objections to the government undertaking private work, all further orders 
would be declined. No commemorative medals could be made, as no engravers 
or designers were employed at the mint. 

I was also shown a great curiosity — a die had been prepared with large 
uneven letters reading something like " First run of the Ottawa Mint." This was 
struck on a flan of the same size as that of the cent. Some eighteen of these had 
been struck, but most of them had been destroyed. 

I was in all two hours going over the institution, and was treated throughout 
my visit with the greatest cordiality and consideration. On thanking Dr. Bonnar 
for his great kindness, he replied that it was only my due as an earnest and pains- 
taking numismatist. 

TWO USEFUL TABLES 

1. THE YEARS OF THE FRENCH REPUBUC. 



Many collectors have French coins bearing the inscription l*an 2, or an 12 
(see illustrations), etc., and are puzzled as to the exact year to which they are to be 
assigned. These pieces are dated according to the French Revolutionary calen- 
dar, the origin of which is as follows : 

In September, 1793, the French nation resolved that the Republic should form 
a new era, and that a calendar should be adopted on what were termed philosoph- 
ical principles. The National Convention, therefore, decreed, on the 24th of 
November, 1793. that the common era should be abolished in all civic affairs; that 
the new French era should commence from the foundation of the Republic, 
namely, on the 22nd of September, 1792, on the day of the true autumnal equinox 
according to the meridian of Paris; that each year should begin at the midnight 
of the day on which the true autumnal equinox falls; and that the first year of the 
French Republic had begun on the midnight of the 22nd of September, and ter- 
minated at midnight between the 21st and 22nd of September, 1793. 

The Republican calendar was discontinued on the 3i8t day of December, 1805, 
when the Gregorian was resumed. The annexed tables show the years of the 
French Republic as they correspond with the common years : 

L*an I. From September 22, 1792, to September 21, 1793. 

2. From September 22, 1793, to September 21, 1794. 

3. From September 22, 1794, to September 21, 1795. 
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4. From September 22, 1795, to September 21, 1796. 

5. From September 22, 1796, to September 21, 1797 

6. From September 22, 1797, to September 21, 1798, 

7. F'rom September 22, 1798. to September 21, 1799 

8. From September 22, 1799. ^^ September 21, 1800, 

9. From September 22, 1800, to September 21, 1801 

10. From September 22, i8or, to September 21, 1802 

11. From September 22, 1802, to September 21, 1803 

12. From September 22, 1803, to September 21, 1804 

13. From September 22, 1804, to September 21, 1805 

14. From September 22, 1805, to December 31, 1805 

2. THE CONVERSION OF MUHAMMADAN YEARS. 



(Silver metsqual of Muhammad Abd-Allah, Sultan of Morocco.) 

The epoch of the era of the Hegira, or more properly Hijra, is according to the 
civil calculation, Friday, July 15th, A.D. 622, the day of the flight of the Prophet 
Muhammad from Mecca to Medina, and the first day of the era corresponds with 
July i6th of that year. As this era is a purely lunar one the Muhammadan year is 
shorter than the Christian, and it begins earlier in the season than the preceding 
year did. 

To ascertain precisely the day on which any year of the Hijra begins would 
require elaborate tables, but by the following calculations the equivalent of 
Muhammadan and Christian eras can be ascertained with tolerable accuracy. 

First method : Multiply the date of the above coin (i 188) by 970203 and point 
off six decimals, then add 622 54; thus, 

1 188 X 970203 = 1 152.601 164 
-f 622.54 

= 1775.14 the date required. 

Dr. Forbes has slightly improved upon this by using the multiplier .970225 
and then adding 621.54. This gives as a result 1774 16. 

Soret's method is to multiply the Muhammadan date by .97 and then to add 
621.84. The result, 1774.20, is practically the same as that which Dr. Forbes 
arrives at. Dr. James Burgess has proposed a rule which is probably the easiest to 
remember. It consists in deducting three per cent from the date and then 
adding 622. 

Example. 1188 
Less 3% = 35 

1 153 
Add 622 

1775 
The present Muhammadan year is 1329, which came in on Monday, January 
second, of this year, and will end on Thursday, December twenty-second. 

H. W. 
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PICTORIAL CHARACTERS ON ANQENT CHINESE COINS 

The study of ancient Chinese coins teaches us more than ordinary numismatic 
knowledge. Archaeology is enriched by their addition. In fact, the ancient 
coins may be considered as one of the most important branches of paleology. 
Ethnography has been able to solve no few problems from their evidence, but it is 
to paleography that they have proved most valuable. 

The primitive Chinese writing, scratched on bone or bamboo, dates from pre- 
historic times. The Bait Sings, on their arrival on Ihe borders of the Loh river, 
now Shensi province, in B. C. 2467, according to the common scheme of calcula- 
tion, were certainly acquainted with the art of writing, but probably the native 
Chinese may have employed pictorial signs or hieroglyphics long before this 
event. 

Many of these primitive and rudimentary characters are found on the ancient 
coins of China, and afford a most fascinating study. It is my purpose here to 
trace only a few of these archaic emblematic signs which most clearly resemble, 
pictorially, the objects they intended originally to represent. 

^ * ® fii a 

(i) Fish (2) Man (3) Shell (4) Dwelling (5) Window 




/ \ 



f 




(6) River (7) River (8) River (9) Peace (10) Brightness 

The serial sign (i) on one of the rare specimens of a medium size pointed 
Knife coin in my collection, as illustrated, requires no elucidation. The head, 
upper and lower fins and tail give this fish too lifelike an appearance to be mis- 
understood. 

The erect biped with outstretched arms, (2) ideographically intended by the 
early Chinese to represent primitive man, is seen pictured on the Ku Pu or Cloth 
coins of Ta Yn, but more often met with as a serial mark in the three character 
large Knife coins of the State of Tsi. 

That rare series of Spade coins with hollow handles is rich in archaic charac- 
ters. The shell or bivalve, (3) a true representative of the original, a relic of the 
*• shell currency,'* is seen in various forms and is ea8i4y recognized. A ** dwelling," 
(4) so graphically represented by a man inside a hut, is too apparent to require 
further explanation. The ** window,*' (5) with the lattice work represented by the 
crossed sticks, is too realistic to be mistaken. It would appear from this pictorial 
emblem that curtains were used even in those primitive times. 

The sign for a river, of which I illustrate three different examples, (6, 7, 8,) 
found on the large and small Ku Pu coins of the city of Nieh, is most effective. 
The running river, the tortuosity of its course so happily rendered in one of the 
signs, flowing between the broken banks, is as true as nature. Could we suggest 
a better idea representing the great and historical waterways of the Flowery 
Kingdom ? 

The character representing "peace" or plain, (9) will, after the foregoing 
explanation, present no difficulty. The placid river, slightly curving between 
low lying banks, spanned by bridges, most assuredly conveys to us the indication 
of coutinued and uninterrupted pastures of a level expanse, forcibly suggesting 
the land of "peaceful serenity." 

Known to most students of Chinese numismatics, the characters representing 
the mint mark of the smaller Ming Knife coins, (10) are easily interpreted. The 
sun, a round ball of fire, together with the crescent or half moon, the two great 
illuminants of nature, side by side, may be felicitously chosen to represent 
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"brightness.'* But does not the position of these two orbs suggest an eclipse? 
Such celestial phenomena certainly did not pass unperceived or unrecorded by 
the early Chinese, since one of these occurences is authentically mentioned in the 
fifth year of Tung Chung, B. C. 1948. according to the Bamboo Annals. 

Many more of these fascinating pictorial signs are to be found on the ancient 
coins of China, but the few examples above illustrated will be sufficient to give an 
idea of the pleasure that can be derived from studying the ideographic and 
archaic characters on those relics of bygone ages. 

H. A. Ramsdkn, F. R. N. S., 
Yokohama, March, 191 1. District Secretary, A. N. A. 



AN INDIAN TRADERS MEDAL 



This medal was recently presented by Edward Knox Elder (a brother of 
Thomas h. Elder, who made the design), an Indian trader and store-keeper, at the 
seat of the Osage reservation, Pawhuska, Oklahoma, as a compliment to the Osage 
tribe, numbering over 2500 full and mixed bloods. The medal was struck by 
C. H. Hanson, of Chicago, III., and is holed at the top for suspension. 

This is probably the first medal bearing Indian words which has ever been 
presented by a trader to a tribe of Indians. The quantities issued are 5 in silver, 
25 in German silver, 25 in brass, 15 in copper, and 400 in aluminum. Two ojf 
those in silver, which have rings attached, were presented to Wah-She-Hah, the 
leading Osage chief, and the chief in power next to him. Those in German 
silver, brass and copper were presented to the lesser chiefs, and the aluminum 
ones to the braves and squaws. 

The description is as follows : 
Obverse : Bust of the leading Osage chief in a fur cap. " Wah-Shah-She (Osage) 

Kah-He-Kah (Chief) Wah-She-Hah " (Bacon Rind), two arrow-heads. 
Reverse : Clasped hands of a white man and an Indian; above them, the calumet 

and tomahawk. " MeKah-Shin-Kah (Uttle Coon) Wah-Shah-She (Osage) 

E-ko-wah-e-tah-pe (Friend of Osages)' 191 1 O'moie-kah-tha " (year 1911). 

Inexerg, '* E. K. Elder." 

The Indian tribe has named Edward K. Elder " Me-Kah-Shin-Kah," meaning 
** lyittle Coon," to them a complimentary title, intending to convey that he is a 
** fortunate hunter who accomplishes whatever he undertakes." The Osages are 
the richest of the American Indian tribes, some of them possessing automobiles, 
servants, and houses with hardwood floors. 



CACAO BEANS AS MONEY. 

As an evidence of the isolation of Tuxtla, Southern Mexico, and to show the 
extent to which primitive customs still prevail, the fact may be mentioned that 
cacao is still used as money in the market, a custom that was general in many 
parts of tropical America at the time of its discovery. A common expression for 
cheap articles in the market is that they sell so many for a ** ciuco." This orig- 
inally meant five cacao beans, but to allow for the fluctuating value of the cacao a 
" cinco " actually consists of from two to five cacao seeds, but the ratio will be 
uniform throughout the market. In making a purchase the necessary question is 
**Cuanto es cinco?" (how many are five?) The monev value of the "cinco" is 
about one half cent Mexican. — National Geographic Aiagazine/or March, 

/Google 
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VAGARIES OF COLLECTORS. 

This short article, written perhaps in a rambling manner, has to do somewhat 
with the recruiting of new material in the science of numismatics. We depire to outline 
briefly, what we consider probably the three great influences that start men to think- 
ing numismatically, incentives that bring about such enthusiasm in the science of 
collecting &s to cause action. 

In glancing over the annals of things numismatically, we do not find a great many 
examples of where one particular coin or coinage has appreciably advanced the interests 
of coin collecting in general. But when such is true, the coin in question must be 
something of more than the ordinary and counted as one of the imusuals. It must 
therefore be something to attract and hold the eye of even the most unimaginative. 
The coin must possess beauty in an artistic way as well as in a mechanical sense. We 
must admit that not every coin is endowed with these qualities. 

Sometimes it is the oddity in the shape of a coin which draws the attention of some 
non-coin collector. To illustrate one of the many ways by which coins attain and hold 
their popularity with at least some, we call attention to some of the curious Oriental 
coins. Some of the strangest coins of the world are here reviewed. 

The bronze China fork or "Pu" money issued by the ursurner, Wang Mang, A. D. 
7-22. The bronze China razor money or "Tao" money, of the third century B. C. 
The bronze knife money of Wang Mang, A. D. 7. The Porcelain money issued by 
private people and gambling houses of Siam, which at the time was the only small 
currency in extensive use for over one hundred years. The copper wire money used in 
Nejd, Arabia. The gold and silver tical or "bullet money" of Siam. The ** Manilla" 
or ring money of Africa. The bar money or "Bonk" used by the English and Dutch 
on the island of Java. The "shoe money" of China, made of Sycee silver and cast by 
the wealthy to pay for their taxes. The larin or fish hook money, formerly used in 
Ceylon. The hat money, made of tin, used until very recently, at Pahang. 

In the very oddity and uniqueness of such coins lies their power. They have a 
peculiar charm and fascination which few, if any, coins struck since enjoy. They are 
cause for much meditation and when looking back into their history, we are reminded 
of the curious manners in which early peoples lived, and many times their study looms 
up, as it were a Sphinx riddle before us. Ask several of your collecting friends what 
impelled them to engage in the study of those particular coins. Perhaps their answers 
will vary some in the minor details, but we venture the opinion that they were essentially 
the same, in that they were actuated to take up and prooably specialize in these curious 
coins because of their distinct and unusual shapes. 

On account of the multiplicity of museums and the fast growth in numbers of 
collectors, together with the fact that perfect specimens of many of the odd-ehaped 
coins are fast becoming rare, their popularity, instead of diminishing, increases. As 
their populaiity grows so does their value, in proportion. It might oe surprising to 
learn the number of recruits among the collectors that these odd-shaped coins nave been 
the means of enlisting in the ranks of numismatics. If for no other reason than this we 
should be glad that they were issued. If to gain recruits for the science, it takes such 
curious coins to excite the curious, what evil is committed? 

In this age of fast living it is the new and the novel which win more than a fleeting 
glance from the crowd. A business man will become interested in a defaced and muti- 
lated coin or a foreign and curiously shaped coin when otherwise he would merely think 
of it as simply a necessary bit of copper, nickel, silver or gold, required to be exchanged 
in his business relations to himself and others. It must needs be something unusually 
rare and altogether foreign to the ordinary, indeed, to interest a busy man to such extent 
that he stops to further investigate. A coin whose shape is so different from our own 
will attract almost any intelligent attention, and not unusually they will wish to learn 
more about it than is found on the obverse and reverse, with the result, many times, 
that they become collectors to a greater or lesser degree. One who becomes acquainted 
with numismatics in such a manner is worth generally many of those who are persuaded 
to collect by their more or less enthusiastic coin friends. 

Aside from the curious coins as begetters, there are the " Commemoratives, " 
termed by many as the recruiting sergeants of coin knowledge. Their coming is heralded 
by the daily press, and the publicity thus gained is generally advantageous to the science 
as the articles often contain some reference and valuable information to coin collecting, 
thereby bringing the subject before the reading public which otherwise would probably 
never hear of its existence. 

Such coin issues usually commemorate some historical event. The coin often 
serves a two-fold purpose, that of keeping fresh in the people's mind the event which 
it celebrates, and, when the designs are attractive, tending to create a more than passing 
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interest in the coin itself; thus in many instances starting the spark for that sort of 
enthusiasm which leads to the point where the interested are forced to advance further. 

Sometimes a coin is minted to advertise a large exposition and in a sense can be 
counted an integral part of the fair and as such is looked upon by the many who are 
unable to attend. Then it is, that the coin is purchased by such and held as a souvenir, 
thus often creating and spreading a lasting influence which would not be gained in 
any other way. 

As a rule commemoratives may be classed as speculatives because of the fact that 
they are disposed of by the authorities for much more than their face value so as to 
partly cover the cost created by the exposition. 

For illustration along the commemorative line, we here make mention of the follow- 
ing which are the most attractive to American collectors. 

The World's Fair pieces commemorative of the discovery of America and a remem- 
brance or token to botn Columbuf , the discoverer, and to the Spanish Queen who aided 
his project. The Washington-Lafayette dollar of 1900, commemorating an historical 
incident. Both of Louisiana Exposition gold dollars, the Jefferson and the McKinley 
coinages, of 1902 and 1903. 

The writer wishes to state that the commemoratives of the Chicago World's Fair 
roused his enthusiasm to such a high pitch and thus opened the way for further study 
along numismatic lines. Without a doubt the Columbian coinages — the Isabella 
quarter, and more especially the Columbian half-dollar of both the years 1892 and 1893 
— imparted a fresh impetus to coin collecting in this ooimtry. Many of the present day 
collectors date their starting at the time of the World's Fair held in that great city on 
the lakes. At that time some old collectors who had drifted away contract^ the fever 
anew and once more became enthusiastic students. Again we repeat that commemora- 
tives have undoubtedly been instrumental in a large degree in converting many non- 
collectors to the tenents of coin collecting and we dare say that the time is not far distant 
when their value as a recruiting agent will become more and more apparent to all inter- 
ested in numismatic science. 

Some are drawn to and enlisted in the cause, not because of the curious or the 
speculative, but because of the beautiful, both in a mechanical and in an artistic way. 
The popularity of many a coin has died as it were, because of the fact that the design 
was unattractive, and yet the mechanical details of the same were practically perfect. 
A person is usually drawn to a coin with a beautiful design and made to sit up and take 
notice of the artistic in the world about him. With most people a dollar is a dollar, 
briefly a coin is a coin. Their interest wanes at that point and is absolutely devoid of 
enthusiasm. They think not of the beauty, but of its monetary value and center their 
minds upon what the piece of metal will piu-chase. Too many hoard rather than collect. 

Some cherish a warm regard for this coin, others for that coin. Tastes will differ- 
The coins above mentioned are the ones which appeal to the great non-collecting public 
probably more than any others. As a rule it is not the rare coin, which is so jealously 
guarded, that has gained its recruits, but in the odd and beautiful coin, the one whose 
design is pleasing to the eye, there lies a recruiting ground of coin collecting for at least 
some years to come. 

We hear sometimes of some collector friend who began his work, being interested 
in and taking a fancy to some old coin dated probably in the eighteenth century which 
incidentally came his way and which was not worth a dollar so far as the monetary value 
of the thing was concerned, but, nevertheless, it had the desired effect and was instrumen- 
tal in starting a good cause. 

The person who is attracted to coin collecting, brought about by or through any 
of the above mentioned agencies, is generally a permanent collector and, as time passes, 
he will, beyond the shadow of a doubt, become one of the mainstays of the science of 
collecting. 

Lewisburg, Ohio. W. C. Moore 



"THE TIME" AUGUST 28. 29. 30, 31st 

"THE PLACE" CHICAGO. 

"THE GIRL" A. N. A. 
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A NUMISMATIC MYSTERY. 



Templeton Reid Was Known Only By His Coins. 

Edgar H. Adams in New York Sun, 

There are many coins which have a romantic interest for the collector on account 
of their historical associations, and yet others which have an equal interest because 
little if anything can be learned of their origin. To the latter class belong the coins 
issued by Templeton Reid assayer, who struck gold pieces of various denominations 
at his private mining establishment near the gold mines in Lumpkin county, Georgia, 
in 1830. 

While the denominations of these coins and their designs are definitely known, next 
to nothing has ever been learned about Templeton Reid. All that is known is that in 
1830 when the gold mines of Georgia were furnishing a not inconsiderable proportion 
of the gold production of the United States he conducted an assaying and smelting 
establishment at which gold coins of the denominations of $2.50, S5 and $10 were struck.* 

Scarcest of the Reid coins is the ten dollar piece dated 1830. On the obverse it 
bears the denomination and the inscription ** Templeton Reid Assayer," while the 
reverse shows the words "Georgia Gold," surrounded by a circle of stars. The gold 
pieces of this denomination struck in 1830, 1831, 1832 and 1833 weighed 248 grains, 
were of a fineness of .942 and had an intrinsic value of $10.06. There is one other 
variety of this denomination undated, but of equal rarity with the dated specimens. 

The only specimen of the ten dollar piece now known is in the mint collection at 
Philadelphia, where it has been preserved through the foresight of former United States 
Assayer Dubois, who was instrumental in organizing the collection of coins at the 
Philadelphia Mint. 

Next in rarity comes the five dollar piece, also dated 1830. The last specimen sold 
brought $555 at one of the Low sales a couple of years ago. It is probaoly the only 
specimen definitely located with the exception of one in the mint collection. 

The third denomination, that of $2.50 showed the same design as the five and ten 
dollar piece. It weighed 60 J4 grains and was of a fineness of .932, with an intrinsic 
value of $2.43. A couple of hundred dollars would be needed now to buy one t)f the 
little gold pieces. 

After he ceased coining in 1834 nothing more is heard of Reid until 1849, when it is 
supposed that he removed his coining tools and machinery to California, where gold 
had just been discovered. There he struck gold coins of the denomination of ten and 
twenty-five dollars. 

The California issues of Templ^on Reid now exceed those of his Georgia mint 
in point of rarity. So far as is known there is in existence but a single specimen of each 
denomination and these, like the earlier issues of Reid's Georgia mint, owe their preser- 
vation to Mr. Dubois. 

From appearance, the coins were struck from California gold without artificial 
alloy, and the value of the ten and the twenty-five dollar piece was, respectively, about 
$9.75 and $24.50. The ten dollar piece differed greatly in design from any of the coins 
i.ssued by other private establishments. On the obverse, around the extreme edge are 
three concentric lines close together. In the centre of a wide field is the date, " 1849, " 
and around the border just inside the circles is inscribed "Templeton Reid Assayer." 
On the reverse in the centre of the field enclosed in three lines similar to those on the 
obverse, are the words: "Ten Dollars, " and around the inner edge of the circles ** Cal- 
ifornia" at the top and **Gold" at the bottom. 

The twenty-five dollar piece was unique not only in design but also in denomination, 
as no other com of an equivalent value was ever issued in this country. It shows a 
single line around the obverse border inside of which is an ornamental circle similar 
to that on the borders of some of our present silver coins. Around this inside circle is 
"Templeton Reid Assayer." At the top is the denomination in Roman numerals, 
XXV^, surmounted by a dollar mark, and below is the date 1849. 

The reverse has the same kind of ornamental border as the obverse, at the top 
being the word "California" in a curve, below which is the value, "Twenty-five. 



♦Since the publication of this article several Templeton Reid Georgia ten dollar pieces have come 
to light. It is not known definitely how many of each variety: but there are probably not more than 
four known of either variety. — E. H. A. 
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Still further below is a diamond shaped ornament with the words ''Dollars" and "Gold" at 
the extreme bottom. 

Careful inv^tigation in California fails to bring to light the slightest scrap of in- 
formation regarding Reid. It is not known even where his plant was situated. Those 
who are interested in his history as connected with his coin issues would almost conclude 
that he never went to California, but for the existence of the two gold pieces which were 
struck in California gold, about which metal there are distinguishing features which 
positively identify it. 



flDbttuarp. 



ROBERT T. KING. 

Mr. Robert T. King, who was elected an honorary member of the American 
Numismatic Association at the convention held in Columbus, Ohio, in 1907, died 
at his home in that city on Tuesday, June 13th, aged seventy-five years. 

He was born in Jefferson County, Ohio, and has been a resident of Columbus 
since 1868 For many years he has been associated with the Knight Templars and 
was prominent in Masonic circles, being a past master of Magnolia Lodge and 
Columbus Council. 

Mr. King was also the President of the Columbus Numismatic Society and 
Treasurer of the Ohio State Numismatic Society, and always took an active part in 
their meetings. He has been a typical collector of coins for over forty-five years 
and never purchased duplicates nor sold a single coin His specialty was histori- 
cal coins irrespective of the time, place, and locality, and his cabinet included 
specimens from the ancient Greek series to the most modern issues. 

The funeral took place at his residence on June i5ih under the auspices of the 
Mount Vernon Commandery, and President Henderson represented the American 
Numismatic Association, providing a beautiful floral tribute. 



'GO WEST, YOUNG MAN,"— To Chicago. August 28th. 
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WILD BOAR ON BANK NOTE 



How It Came to be Used on Ten Yen Bill of the Japan Bank. 

Only those well versed in the history of Japan have any idea of the reason why 
the wild boar is used as a decoration on the back of the ten yen note of the Japan 
Bank. The story dates from the early dawn of the country's history, from the 
beginning of the period which may be said to be historical in contrast with that 
part which is wholly mythological, and has to do with the era of the empress 
Shotoku. 769 A. D. 

It seems that after this empress had deposed the Emperor Junnin in 765 that 
the man who had been most useful to her in her deposition was a certain Dokyo. 
Dokyo became, with the favor of the empress, the most powerful man in the 
empire, and although he was a monk there is no doubt but that all the while he 
was in the service of the empress as her most trusted retainer he was planning to 
seize for himself the imperial throne. 

Through a follower of his own he had it suggested to the empress that the 
god of war, Hachiman, had told him in a dream that if the empress ^ould secure 
the throne to him after her decease, that the empire would enjoy forever after 
years of unbroken peace. The empress, however, replied that she was powerless 
to do this, but agreed to consult the oracle of the god before giving her answer. 

Her Majesty thereupon sent Wake-no-Kiyomaro, whose picture adorns all the 
old notes of the Bank of Japan, aad instructed him to procure an answer from the 
god on this question. Before setting out on his mission, however, Kiyomaro was 
approached by Dokyo, who told him that the empress was favorably inclined 
toward the project of setting him on the throne and that if he would see that a 
favorable answer was sent back he should have many favors showered upon him 
in the next reign. 

The reply of Kiyomaro was not at all to the liking of Dokyo, who banished 
Kiyomaro, aUer mutilating him in a horrible manner. During his banishment he 
was one day walking in the mountains, when he found that he had completely 
lost the way. He was in a very difficult position, when suddenly he saw a herd of 
wild boars directly in front of him, seemingly making off in a straight path 
through the mountains. He at once set out to follow them, and after much hard 
climbing Kiyomaro found himself on a main road in front of a temple. But look- 
ing for his guides, he found that they had vanished. He at once fell on his knees 
in prayer to the gods, and went on his way rejoicing. 

This great favor was vouchsafed to Kiyomara because he had refused to be a 
party .to the crime of placing upon the heavenly descended throne a line of 
emperors who were in no way capable of occupying the throne once held by the 
celestial spirits.— /a^a« Advertiser, 



A DOLLAR — WHAT IS IT ? 

"A piece of paper," says one. No, more than that. " Circulating medium," 
says one. No, more thau that. "Something that vou borrowed from your 
friend,'* says another. No, more than that. That dollar is a part of my life. I 
worked hard yesterday and earned a dollar. I might have spent it in a minute's 
time and been no richer for the investment, but I did not spend it. It was the 
only tangible thing I had out of the whole day's existence The joy, the opportu- 
nity, and the privileges of the day had gone into the silence of the eternity that 
has passed. That dollar is my yesterday. I may spend it, and start tomorrow 
bankrupt. I may keep it and tomorrow need not work at all, because my yester- 
day's dollar will pay for the services of one who may do the work better than 
myself; or, I may work again tomorrow and the next day, and the next, and save 
my yesterdays until I have long years of yesterdays, strong and capable of toil, 
who shall labor for me and keep me in comfort when my body is too weak to toil. 
A dollar is part of a man's life, and as he guards his health to take care of the 
future, so should he guard his dollars to secure the full service of the past. — George 
Wood Anderson, in National Magazine, 



"GO WEST, YOUNG MAN." to Chicago, August 25tli. 
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A COMMENDABLE ACT. 

Announcement hfls just been made of the donation to the State of New Jersey 
by State Senator E. R. Ackerman, ,of his collection of Colonial and Continental 
Currency. This collection is said to be almost complete, containing many rare 
notes in fine condition. It will be suitably mounted for display in the State 
House in Trenton, and will be known as the Ackerman Collection. 

New Jersey is to be conjs^ratulated upon the acquisition of this interesting col- 
lection, and much praise is due Senator Ackerman for his public spirited gift to 
the State in which he resides, and in whose councils he serves. It will be enjoyed 
undoubtedly not only by the people of New Jersey, but by many others from all 
parts of the country who visit Trenton every ^ear. In making this gift, Senator 
Ackerman has set a worthy example to numismatists and collectors in general 
who have gathered articles of educational and historical value. Exhibits of such 
things greatly stimulate public interest, and aid in the dissemination of knowledge 
concerning them. Persons of means who have similar collections can make no 
better disposition of them than by donating such to a public museum or library 
which will display them to the best advantage. 
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Mr. W. Howard Gibson, the Assistant Treasurer of the United States Sub- 
Treasury at Philadelphia, has suggested that it would be well for numismatists to 
enquire into the subject of the alloy in our copper coinage, with a view to creating 
an interest in this matter. It appears that the condition in which large amounts 
of copper coins are presented for redemption necessitates a change in their com- 
ponent material, or rather in the relative proportions of the same. Within the 
last seven months more than one hundred thousand one cent pieces were deposited 
at the above mentioned Sub-Treasury, so covered with verdigris that they could 
not be counted by the rotary counters, and with great difficulty by tale. 

Now we believe that the law determines that the cents must contain seventy- 
five per cent of pure copper but it is silent as to the composition of the alloy. 
The officials of the Mint state that the twenty-five per cent of alloy is zinc, a metal 
which is volatile at a low temperature, and probably much of it is lost in fusing 
with the copper. 

While of course it is not practical to change the design of the one cent piece, 
there is an open field for metallurgists and chemists to begin experimenting, and 
if they discover a new combination of metals which conforms in weight, dimen- 
sions, and legal requirements to the present issue and yet will not develop a 
poisonous external coating, they will have earned the gratitude of all. 

Of course the question as to where next year's Convention is to be held will 
come up at the Chicago meeting of the American Numismatic Association and we 
offer a suggestion, which, although a departure from our previous customs, may 
appeal to the members on account of its novelty. 

The Conventions have always been held heretofore in large cities and in some 
instances in conjunction with national exhibits or other expositions. Then why 
not assemble in 19 12 in one of the historical mint-towns? Two of these, that is, 
Charlotte in North Carolina and Dahlonega in Georgia must appeal to all collec- 
tors on account of their associations with our coinage. 

It may be urged that those attending will not find the hotel accommodations 
that they have been accustomed to; but surely we can deny ourselves the comforts 
of the modern hostelry for once, and instead of holding our meetings in a hall or 
a room we could assemble and transact our business on the veranda of a cottage 
overgrown with Ampelopsis Veitchii, As to the good things that we will have to 
eat and drink, — well, the Southerner can provide for the hungry man as well as 
his Northern brother. 



N'oublez pas la reunion d Chicago qui oura lieu 
le 28 A6ut et le jours suivants. 
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THE MONTH'S MISCELLANY. 

From Mr. S. H. Hamer, Halifax. Yorkshire, we have received the foUowinj? 
interesting note : *' Ou page ii6, in re * Pickling Coins with Acid,' we are informe<i 
that the annealing process hardens the metal, whereas it softens it. The metal 
becomes hard by being rolled to the required thickness, and the blanks or 'flans ' 
require to be softened before they receive the impress o} the dies." 

Mr. Thomas L. Elder has found it impossible to answer the demands upon his 
time in cataloguing his numerous sales of coins, antiques, etc., and at the same 
properly edit his magazine. For this reason The Elder Magazine will no longer 
be issued. As the most of his customers have been receiving this magazine free of 
charge in the past, he does not feel obligated to refund for any of the subscriptions 
in cases where as many as twelve copies, or a year's issue, have been received, but 
those who have up to this time paid a year's subscription and have not in the past 
received the above mentioned copies, will have the amount due them refunded on 
reeeipt of advice. 

According to the London Tit Bits^ a Yorkshire collector, Dr. A. A. Payne, of 
Hillsborough, Sheffield, has been amassing medals for over twenty years, and has 
a collection of 2,500, worth £26,000. He has fifty medals that have been connected 
with either the peerage, baronetage or knighthoods. 

At Ben G. Green's sale held on May 12th, some of the principal prices realized 
were as follows : 
No. ' No. 



75 Half eagle 1804 ; very fine. . . 1 14. 25 

138 Cent 1793, liberty cap ; v g. . 19.00 

139 Cent 1793, as last ; fair 11.25 



186 Encased stamp 30c. ; Kirk- 

patrick and Gault ; v. g. . . Iio.oo 
197 North West Company 1820 



144 Cent 1804, perfect die; fair . 5.10 i Brtrton No. 925; good 25.00 

;?^ Sio^?iivT854ri>ffii;;..*; .r^ ' ^^ ^-'i"-: ^^^^^-^ p^-^- -s-so 



174 Gold proof set, 1908 76 00 

175 Pattern cent 185 1 ; copper. . . 11.00 
180 " five cents 1883 8.10 

184 Encased stamp 12c. ; Brown's 

B. T. ; very fine 8.io 

185 Encased stamp 12c. ; J. Gault; 

about fine 7.00 



313 Washington cent 1795; fine 26.50 

387 South African Republic five 

shillings 1892 ; brill'nt prf. 8.25 

388 Same 1892; uncirculated 5.10 

444 Half dime 1805 ; good 7.60 

459 Half dime i860 ; uncirculated 9.25 



It is reported that the Chinese Minister Scheng, who has been made superin- 
tendent of the monetary commission by Prince Tse, was not satisfied with the 
coins which were struck prior to his arrival in Peking. The Chinese characters 
were not sufficiently distinct, and the value in English was omitted on the one 
dollar pieces. Scheng therefore ordered that such coins as had already been fin- 
ished were to be melted at once, and the mint officials at Tientsin were notified to 
make improved designs for the one dollar, fifty cent, twenty-five cent and ten cent 
pieces. The five cent nickel coins are to be issued later. The principal mint at 
Tientsin is making rapid progress with the one cent pieces in copper, and it is the 
intention of the Chinese Government to have all the new coins in circulation by 
the end of the present year. In order to accomplish this the branch mints at 
Canton, Poochow, Wutschang and Tschingtan are to be continuously operated in 
conjunction vrith the principal mint. 

Not a little surprise was occasioned the other day by a young woman who 
walked into a bank at Pittsburg, Pa., and asked for 10.000 Lincoln cents. It was 
Eva Tanguay, who was playing in a local theatre, and who throws away 500 cents 
at every performance when she sings "Oh, You Money." She brought a supply 
from New York, but this was exhausted. The trust company supplied her with 
1,000, and then wired to the mint for a shipment of 10,000. While scattering the 
money. Miss Tanguay wears a coat of mail fashioned out of cents. There are 3,500 
cents on the coat, which weighs about thirty-five pounds. 

A tetradrachm of Thermae Himerenses, the work of Kletias, which was re- 
cently sold in Munich (see Dr. Jacob Hirsch catalogue, XXX., No. 359,) has inter- 
esting historical associations. The Carthaginians had conquered and destroyed 
Himera, B. C. 408, and had driven away the greater portion of the inhabitants. 
The remainder of the populace were permitted to remain in the town, and formed 
a settlement near the hot springs for which Himera was famed. A new town, 
largely peopled by Carthaginians, arose, and received the name of Thermae. Both 
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silver and copper coins were struck, the latter continuing until after the rise of 
the Roman dominion, B. C. 241. The tetradrachm above referred to is one of 
two known examples. 

At the great sale of Greek and Roman coins, the property of the Rev. Percy 
Barron and others, held under the auspices of Dr. Jacob Hirsch in Munich on 
May 1 1 and following days, some of the principal prices realized were as follows, 
the figures being the approximate equivalents of Reichsmark: — 

No. I No. 

20 Populonia. 10 litra; ex. fine.l 406.00 403 Syracuse. (B. C. 400). Hun- 



23 Same; ex. f.; rare variety. . 1062 00 
52 Cumae. (B. C. 480 - 423). 

Didrachm; extra fine 375 00 

55 Same. (B.C. 343). Didrachm; 

extra fine 750.00 

93 Tarentum. «B. C. 280). Gold 

stater; extra fine 430.00 

100 Tarentum. (B. C. 500). 

Drachm; extra fine 418.00 

177 Metapontum. (B. C. 500). 

Didrachm; very fine 700.00 

178 Same. Similar; very fine. . 600.00 

189 Same. Didrachm; unc 431.00 

294 Croton. (B. C. 400). Di- 
drachm; extra fine 45600 

301 Locri. (B. C. 340). Di- 
drachm; extra fine 775 00 

315 Terina. (B. C. 400). Di- 

drachm; extra fine 990 00 

316 Same. Similar; very fine. . 531.00 

331 Camarina. (B. C. 450). Di- 

drachm; extra fine 420.00 

332 Same. Tetradrachm; ex. f. 588.00 

334 Catana. (B. C. 500). Tetra- 

drachm; extra fine 645.00 

335 Same. Similar tetradrachm; 

very fine 450 00 

348 Gela. (B. C. 400). Tetra- 

drachm; inedited and 
probably unique 2506 00 

349 Same. Tetradrachm; ex. f. 1200 00 
359 Thermae Himerenses. (B. C. 

400). Tetradrachm by Kle- 
tias, only two known; 

extra fine 1525.00 

383 Segesta. (B C. 400). Tetra- 
drachm; extra fine 444 00 



dred litra in gold, by 
Kimon; extra fine I575.00 

430 Same. (B. C. 300). Right 

litra; uncirculated 575«oo 

441 Abdera. (B. C. 400). Di- 
drachm; extra fine 1830.00 

449 Amphipolis. (B. C. 400). 

Tetradrachm; extra fine.. 1100.00 

488 Pyrrhus. (B. C. 300). Tetra- 

drachm; extra fine 375.00 

489 Delphi. Tetradrachm; prob- 

ably struck during the 
Pythian games, B. C. 346; 

extremely rare 1500.00 

809 Rome. Pomponia family. 
Denarius; uncirculated.. 
861 Marcus Antonius and Marcus 
Antonius filius. B. C. 34. 
Aureus. Only eight speci- 
mens known; extra fine. . 
866 Augustus. Aureus. Unc . . 
933 Vespasianus. Aureus. Ex f. 
980 Hadrianus and Trajanus. 

Aureus. Extra fine 186.00 

983 Sabina. Aureus. Ex. fine. 380.00 
1000 Faustina mater. Aureus; v.f. 150.00 
1022 Faustina junipr. Aureus. 

Uncirculated 150.00 

1046 Pertinax. ist B. Very fine 140.00 
1079 Julia Domna. Aureus. V. f. 165.00 
1105 Marrinus. Aureus. Unc 13000 
1 1 10 Elagabalus. Aureus. Unc. 152.00 
1237 Numerianus. Bronze me- 
dallion 255 00 

1245 Maximianus Hercules. 

Bronze medallion 225.00 



140.00 



1500.00 
140.00 
57500 



1246 Carausius. Aureus. Ex. f . 580.00 
Total amount of the three days* sale about 155,000. 

Leo Hamburger of Frankfurt a. M., announces that he will sell this Fall a fine 
collection of rarities in which gold coins and Thaler of Breisach, Constance, 
Hagenau, Thann, and Wallenstein will be well represented. 

In the sale of the Sandeman Collection, mentioned elsewhere, lot 82 is a tetra- 
drachm of Olynthus (before B. C. 500) weighine 259 giains, which is thus 
described : "Quadriga to right, driven by bearded charioteer, who holds a goad 
in his right and reins in both hands, horses walking slowly in step; reverse, incuse 
square of irregular mill-sail pattern.*' This probably unique coin is the identical 
one published by Dr. Barclay V Head in the Numismatic Chronicle, N.S., XVIII 
(1878), p 85. and is mentioned in the Historia Nummorum, ed, 1887, p. 185; ed, 191 1, 
p 208. It was originally in Mr. G. Finlay's collection, which Mr. Sandeman pur- 
chased in 1877. Dr. Head remarks: ''The fine archaic style of the art on the 
obverse is a proof that the coin is the work of a skilful Greek engraver of an early 
period." In G. Finlay*s ** History of Greece," p. 86, M. Postolaka refers in a foot- 
note to the above described coin in the following terms: ''Le superbe t^tra- 
drachme archai()ue me semble ^ cause de Taire creuse de fabrique mac^onienne, 
mais de quelle ville je ne puis pas pr^ciser." 
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At the sale of the Silva and Vianna collections held by J. Schulman in 
Amsterdam on April 10-12, some of the principal prices realized were as under, the 
equivalents of Dutch florins being given. 



No. 

2 Portugal. Sancho I (1185- 

121 1). Gold morabitino. 

Extremely fine $54 00 

151 Portugal. John III. (1521- 

1557)' Gold portuguezo.; 

very good 121.00 

252 Portugal. Philip (1580—). 

Gold four cruzados; good . 80.00 
259 Portugal. John IV. Gold 

four cruzados, 1646; v. g. ■ 74 00 
299 Portugal. Alfonso VI. Gold 

four cruzados, 166? v. g.. 300.00 
445 Portugal. John V. Essay 

in bronze of a dobra of six- 
teen escudos, 1731; V. g. . . 70 00 
446. Same. Gold eight escudos, 

1732; uncirculated 40.00 

944 St. Thomas. Gold four 

Xerafins, 1819; very fine.. 36.00 
1 130 Pernambuco. 4000 r e i s , 

1702; gold; very good 80.00 

1 181 Minas (Brazil) Dobra of 

20000 reis, 1727: gold; unc. 48.00 
1 189 Rio (Brazil) Dobra of eight 

escudos, 1730; gold; unc... 40.00 



No. 

1 206 Bahia ( Brazi 1 ) I )obr8 of eight 

escudos, 1732; unc $40.00 

1616 Serro Frio (Brazil) Gold bar 
stamped in 1809; mono- 
gram V. C. R 181.00 

1 77 1 Bahia (Brazil) Peca of 6400 

reis, 1828; V. g 36 00 

2032 Portugal. Half peca, 1722; 

gold; V. g 80 00 

2033 Portugal. Dobra of eight 

escudos, 1725; V. g 50.00 

2034 Portugal. Dobra of four 

escudos, 1725; gold; very 

rare; good 64.00 

21 12 Portugal Gold medal struck 
on occasion of the erection 
of the Temple of the Sacred 
Heart, 1779 8000 

2374 Brazil. Silver medal, Betts 

No. 26; extremely fine 100.00 

2375 Pernambuco. Silver medal. 

Van Loon, 190; 1630; v. f. 52.00 
2393 Silver cross of Montevideo; 

1817-22; very fine 56.00 



According to the London Daily Mail ''more than thirty thousand South 
African war medals and clasps are awaiting ownership at the medal branch of the 
royal ordnance stores, Woolwich. Most of the missing claimants are members of 
the various irregular corps which existed during the war only. Each of the 
medals is stamped on its rim with the rank and name of its owner, so that identi- 
fication becomes comparatively easy.'* 

Mr. E. H. Adams is preparing a series of eighteen photographic plates to 
illustrate every variety of the Jackson and " Hard Times *' tokens. There will be 
twelve obverses and reverses on each plate, numbered according to the specimens 
described in the work by Lyman H. Low. 



At T. L. 
obtained : 



Elder's 50th sale, held June 5 and 6, the following prices were 



No. 

264 Gold Three Dollars, 1859; 

proof $17 25 

266 Same, i860; proof 17.25 

270 Same, 1865; uncirculated... 23 25 

272 Same, 1869; proof 17.25 

525 A. Humbert. $50. Octago- 
nal; 1852; fine 12500 



No. 

527 $50. Round. 1850; fine $310 

529 Colorado. Clark & Co. i860. 

$5.00; uncirculated 32. 



00 



cx>; uncircuiaiea 32.00 

533 Utah. $5.00. 1849; very good 29. 

»! fine 1,1 



534 Same; fine 



.00 

34.00 



Medals in ^old, silver, bronze, and white metal have been issued in commem- 
oration of the coronation of King George V., of Ens^land. The obverse bears the 
busts of the King and Queen Mary facing to the left and separating the inscrip- 
tion ** George V. Mary." The reverse depicts King George V. crowned* 
enthroned, and wearing his coronation robes, holding the royal sceptre in his 
right hand and iu his left the orb. On his left side Queen Mary is seated, crowned 
and robed, holding a sceptre. On the extreme left of the medal is Britannia stand- 
ing and holding her trident in her left hand and a branch of myrtle in her right. 
At the feet of the King rests the British Lion, behind which is the Union Shield, 
the rising sun in the background. Behind Her Majesty the Queen is a view of 
Westminster Abbey. Below, to right and left, are amorini, linking together 
festoons of the national flowers. The exergue, in three lines, reads : ** Homage of 
the British Empire, 1911." The inscription above reads *' God save the King." 
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At the sale of the second portion 
lections, held by Lyman H. Low on 
follows : 
No. 
8 Prance. Denier Tournois, 1618; 

extremely fine $2.65 

43 France. Token of Lefevre, 

1792. 20 sols; fine 2.75 

189 Piedmont Siej^e 10 soldi for 

Alessandria, 1746; v. g.... 2.10 
232 Naples and Sicily. Pattern 

5 centesimi, 1813; proof. . . . 2.65 

275 Ascoli. 2 baiocci; fine 2 85 

380 U. S. Cent, 1827; extra fine. . 2.65 

385 Twenty cents, 1877; proof... 2.50 

386 Same, 1878; proof 250 

389 Five cents, 1877; proof 2.75 



of the D. P. Howorth and A. Lindegard col- 
May 31, some of the prices realized were as 

No. 

393 Pattern half dollar* 1838; cop- 
per proof $35 00 

404 Pattern 5 cents, 1866; nickel 

proof 4.10 

438 Sweden. John III. Rixdaler, 
1573; fine 1375 

439 Sweden. Charles IX. Rix- 
daler. 1610; very good 8 00 

440 Sweden. Gustav III. Rix- 
daler, 1631; fine 7.75 

442 Sweden. Ulrica. Rixdaler, 

1719; very good 775 

Last year The Numismatist reported the discovery of a large numt)er of coins 
in the island of Gothland, and recently another "find*' has been made. While 
ploughing in a field near Lokrune an urn was brought to the surface containing 
214 silver coins and portions of coins as well as a necklace. The coins have been 
offered to the Swedish government. 

Toward the latter part of May, 1909, a remarkable "find" of German silver 
coins was made at Mechtersheim, a village south of Speyer in the Rhenish Palat- 
inate. It consisted of 3446 silver pennies and 521 fragments, or rather pennies cat 
in half. The greatest portion of these were struck at Speyer under Henry I. of 
Scharfenberg, who was bishop from 1067 to 1073. The treasure has been acquired 
by the Historical Society of the Palatinate, who placed it in the hands of Mr. C. W. 
Scherer for classification and description. His results are now being published in 
the Berliner Munzblatter^ and excellent illustrations accompany the paper. 

At the sale of the Julius L. Brown collection held by S. H. Chapman on May 
30 and 31, some of the principal prices realized were the following : 

No. 



Persia. Darius I. Gold daric; 
fine f 20.00 

2 Mytilene. Lesbos. B. C. 400. 

£lectrum hecta; ex. fine.. 14.75 

3 Macedonia. Philip II. Stater; 

very fine 45.00 

7C Tarentum. B. C. 300. Di- 

drachm; uncirculated 22.00 

17 A Judaea. Simon Maccabeus. 

B. C. 143-135 Shekel; fine. 20.00 

45 Rome. Lucius Verus. 161- 

169 Aureus; uncirculated; 
found in the Vatican gar- 
den in 1895 27.00 

46 Rome. Commodus. 177-192. 

Aureus; fine 25 00 

124 England. Mary I. Sov- 
ereign, 1553; the earliest 
dated coin of the English 
series; very fine 35-oo 

133 England. Charles II. Pattern 
Broad by T. Simon, 1662; 
extra fine 10.00 

140 England. George III. Coro- 
nation medal in gold, 1761; 
extra fine 15.00 

144 England. Gold medal to the 
officers of the American 
Arctic Expedition, by 
Wyon; probably unique. . . 25.00 



No. 

363 Bavaria. Max. Emanuel II. 
1679- 1 726. Quintuple mar- 
riage ducat; proof $28.00 

372 Transylvania. Sigismund 
Rokoci. Ten ducats, 1607; 
uncirculated 75*00 

374 Saxony. JohannGeorg. Four 

ducats, 1630; uncirculated. 11.50 

616 Japan. Oban, 1725; fine 46.00 

617 5 gold Kobang; fine. . 11.00 

636A Carolina. Half-penny, 1694; 

very good 20.00 

642 Continental Dollar, 1776; 

pattern in pewter; proof. . 16,00 
648 Washington half dollar; pat- 
tern; very fine 40.00 

670 Ea^le, 1795; uncirculated 32.00 

728 Pattern gold dollar, 1836; 

brilliant proof 39-00 

729 Stella. Four dollars, gold, 

1879: proof 108.00 

730 Another variety; proof 110.00 

754 Utah. Two and one half dol- 

lars, 1849; very good 40.00 

755 Utah. Five dollars, 1850; ex. 

fine 50.00 

756 Silver dollar, 1795; unc 24.00 

794 Half dollar, 1797; fine 50.00 

900 Half dime, 1794; unc 15.00 

934 Cent, 1799; very good 12.00 

940 Cent, 1804; very goodr^ 14.00 
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Mr. Harry A. Gray of Rozbury, Mass., sends us an interesting communication 
in which he calls attention to an error in the catalogue of the Morris collection. 
hot 393 in this sale is the medal made from the wreck of the steamship ** Beaver, *' 
and the cataloguer states that this vessel was the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean. 
Mr. Gray refers to Hunt's MerchanVs Magazine for the year 1847 (Vol. 16, page 
172) and also to a work by W. & R. Chambers, published in London and Edin- 
burgh in 1867. Both of these publications give the credit \j^ the steamship 
•* Sirius.'* Capt. Roberts in command, which left Cork on April 5th, 1838. for New 
York, where she arrived on the morning of April 23rd. The ** Great Western " 
left Bristol on April 8th of the same year, and being a much larger vessel she 
arrived in New York also on the 23rd of April, but not until the afternoon; so 
there is no doubt that the credit of being the first steamer to cross the Atlantic 
belongs to the "Sirius." 



Coinage executed at the mints of 
the United States during the month of 
April, 1911. 

Denomination. Pieces. Value. 

Double Eagles. 229,000 14,580,000.00 

Eagles 30, 100 301,000.00 

Half Eagles . . 468,500 2,342,500.00 

Quarter Eagles 759.680 1,899,20000 

Total Gold. 1,487.280 19,12270000 



Half Dollars. 
Dimes 



168.000 
1,150000 



I 84 00000 
115 00000 



Total Silver. 1.318,000 1199,00000 



Five Cents... 
One Cent. . . . 



9,758,000 
2,469 000 



1487,900.00 
24.990.00 



Total Minor. 12,257,000 $512,8900 
Total Coinage. 15,062,270 $9 834,590.00 



Coinage executed at the mints of 

the United States during the month of 
May, 191 1. 

Denomination. Pieces. Value. 

Double Eagles 171,528 13430,56000 

Eagles 37 370 00 

Half Eajiles. . 404,078 2020,3900c 

Quarter Eagles 150 375 00 



Total Gold. 



575.793 15,4511695.00 
74.153 J 37.076.50 



Half Dollars . . 

Quarter Dollars 500,153 125,038.25 

Dimes i 620, 153 162 015.30 



Total Silver. 2,194.459 I324.13005 



378 
20,920.378 



$ 18.90 
209,203.78 



Five Cents. . 
One Cent... 

Total Minor. 20 920,756 % 209,222 68 

Total Coinage. 23 691,008 I5 985,047.73 

Coinage for Gov't Philippine Islands: — 
One-centavo pieces, 800; value, |8.oo. 

On June 3, 4 and 5, the little town of St. Di^, in the Vosges, France, was the 
scene of a notable celebration in honor of the 400th anniversary of the publication 
of the ** Costnographiae Introduction in which this continent was first termed 
America. The name found general acceptance, and since then St. Di^ has always 
considered it her chief pride that she is the godmother, the '* marraine;*' of the 
New World. Medals in brona^ and silver have been issued in commemoration of 
the anniversary with portraits of personages connected with the early typography 
of the town. 



MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES. 

ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. May 18th.: Sir Henry H. Howarth, 
President, in the chair. Prof. H. Browne and Messrs. W. Longman, Coleman P. Hyman 
and H. Oppenheimer were elected Fellows of the Society. 

Exhibitions: By Mr. W. E. Marsh, a penny of Henry VI, of the Calais Mint, of 
the transitional t3rpe from the "annulet" to the rosette-mascle coinages; by Mr. Bernard 
Roth, an ancient British quarter stater (Evans E. 5) from Bognor, and a hsdf and third 
stAter of the Unelli; by Mr. H. Garside, a pattern half-crown of 1875 of the type of the 
crown and a set of the 1911 maundy money; by Mr. F. A. Walters, a bronze medallion 
of Tiberius, struck at Clypaea in North Africa by P. Cornelius Dolabella A. D. 23; by 
Mrs. Cripps, a series of coins of Carausius found at Cirencester, all of very rare or 
unpublished reverse types with legends "Adventus Aug." (Emperor on horseback.) 
"Provid. Augusta." (Providentia seated), "Leg. XX Ulpia" (boar,) etc. There was 
also shown a specimen of the D. G. Brinton medal of the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Philadelphia, recently presented to the Society. 

Mr. G. C. Brooke read a paper entitled "Notes on the reign of William I," in which 
he gave the results of his comparison of the dies of a large series of coins. A coin of 
Wimam I, recently attributed to the mint of Berkeley and supposed to be unique, was 
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found to be struck from the same dies as a coin in the British Museum which showed 
Exeter to be the correct attribution. A comparison of the obverse dies of the coins 
of this reign had produced results which might be arranged in three classes; the first 
showed one obverse die used in conjunction with two or more reverse dies of the same 
moneyer at the same mint, by comparison of such coins doubtful attributions could 
be verified and corrected, halfpennies, for example, on which the mint was missing had 
been thus assigned to their mints. A coin reaaing ''Spraeclinc on Ci" having the ob- 
verse struck from the same die as a Winchester coin of this moneyer should probably 
be assigned to Winchester instead of Chichester, the first three letters (Win.) of the 
mint having been omitted by an engraver's error; a similar ellipse might be seen on a 
coin reading ''Godesbrand on C" (for Sc) having the same obverse as a coin of the same 
moneyer reading "on Scf," which showed the mint to be Shaftesbury. 

The second class showed several instances of an obverse die used at the same mint 
by two or more moneyers; this enabled one to locate doubtful moneyers, e. g. Cnihtwine, 
who had been attributed to St. Edmundsbury, was shown to have used the same die 
as moneyers of Shaftesbury at which mint he doubtless worked; a Godesbrand was 
working at both Shaftesbury and Shrewsbury, one using the abbreviations Scf, Sc, C 
(for Shaftesbury) with obverse dies used on Shaftesbury coins of other moneyers, and 
the other Sri, Si (for Shrewsbury) in conjunction with an obverse die used by Shrews- 
bury moneyers. The third clasF showed an obverse die to have been sent from one mint 
to another in the following cases (the earlier mint to use the die in each case was ascer- 
tained by the growth of rust and the appearance of scratches or other flaws on the die 
by the time its latest coins were struck) : — Barnstaple to Exeter, Canterbury to Hythe, 
Guildford to Chichester, Marlborough to Salisbury, Salisbury to Marlborough (this 
obverse die was used in conjunction with a reverse which had previously been used 
with the preceding obverse,) Salisbury to Wilton, Wilton to Salisbury, Cricklade to 
Wilton, Shrewsbury to St. David's, London to Southwark, all these being of the *'Paxs" 
type, also one of the "Pavilion" type from London to Exeter. Another die of the 
Paxs" type used at London and Ipswich, one of the "Bonnet" tvpe used at London 
and Thetford and another of the same type used at Thetford and an uncertain mint 
(reading " M aint ") gave no proof of the mint which was the first to use them. The cases 
where London was one of the mints involved might be explained as instances of the 
practice mentioned in Domesday of sending dies trom London to the provincial mint-s 
after a change in the type, a die already used being sent, possibly to save the time of 
engraving a new one. The other cases seemed to show that it was possible for the money- 
er to borrow or purchase a die from a moneyer of a neighbouring mint, as in each case 
the two mints which a die served were in very close proximity, except Shrewsbury and 
St. David's — and Shrewsbury was the nearest or most accessible mint to St. David's 
as the roads then lay. This would seem to miUtate against the old theory of all dies 
being sent from London, a theory based on passages in Dom^day which said no more 
than that this was done when there was a change in the money and supported by the 
similarity of work seen in coins of all mints, a fact which might be merely due to the 
careful, almost mechanical, copying of the original dies. Reproductions of mistakes 
showed dies to be copied carefully and, in some cases, ignorantly, and coarse-cut dies, 
commonly called "local work," could be explained as the production of inexperienced 
workmen. Traces of alterations of dies were interesting and three such dies seemed to 
point to an extensive system of forgery by one London moneyer who struck coins of 
each of the first three types of the reign with dies on which he had partly obliterated his 
name and made that of the mint resemble another mint (Exeter and Canterbury) 
probably in the hope of avoiding detection while he issued coins of low weight; his 
name was not known on coins later than this third type, which perhaps show that his 
forgery was discovered. Mr. A. H. Baldwin said that in his "long-cross" coins of 
Henry HI, three out of four moneyers at Northampton used the same obverse die. 
Mr. L. A. Lawrence suggested! that dies might have been made in London, and a punch- 
eon used for making obverse dies, in which case coins struck from two obverse dies which 
were made from the same puncheon would have the appearance of being struck from 
the same die. Mr. Brooke in reply, said that in the cases to which he had referred, 
traces of rust and other flaws showed the coins to be struck by one die and not by two 
dies made from one puncheon. 

NEW YORK NUMISMATIC CLUB. The regular monthlv meeting was held 
at Keene's Chop House on Friday, June 9th, fifteen members being present. Mr. 
Higgins, the President, occupied the chair. An active discussion ensued as to the prob- 
abilities of an advance in prices of certain United States coins, and the general opmion 
seemed to be that while the gold coins had reached the highest figures, there were 
indications that the copper and silver issued would show advances in the future. Num- 
erous exhibits were made, one of the most interesting being by Mr. Elliott Smith, who 
showed Nos. 41 and 42 of the Hard Times Tokens m silver. 
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NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. A meet- 
ing was held in the Chateau de Ramezay on the 19th of the month; there were present 
Judge L. W. Sicotte, James Reid, P. O.Tremblay, C. E. Belanger. R. W. McLachlan, 
F. G. Granger, J. C. A. Heriot, P. J. L. Heureux, G. N. Moncel, and E. Z. Massicotte. 
Mr. P. G. Dugre was elected a member. 

R. W. McLachlan, who had been appointed as delegate to the meetings of the Royal 
Society of Canada at Ottawa, gave a report of the proceedings and of a visit he had paid 
to the Ottawa branch of the Royal mint; he also exhibited a sovereign of George V. 
which had just been struck. 

The members present were pleased to hear that Mr. McLachlan was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, mainly for his eminent work in Canadian numis- 
matic science. 

Judge Sicotte read a most interesting paper on Jean Cicot, the founder of his family 
in Canada. 

CHICAGO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. The 89th monthly meeting was held 
in their rooms, 1622 Masonic Temple, Friday evening, June 2nd, President Harry F. 
Williams presiding. The foUowiM members were present: Messrs. Holmes, Williams, 
Wilson, Davis, Ripstra, Kelly, Green, Nelson, Von den Berghen, Carey, Dunham, 
V. M. Brand, Simpson, Excel! and Leon. 

Mr. Carey was apix)inted a member of the Convention Finance Committee in 
place of Mr. Holmes, who resigned. Messrs. Max A. Berg and W. G. Curry were elected 
to membership. 

President Williams read a paper on "The Coinage of Brazil," which dealt particu- 
larly on the various vsduations of the milreis during the monetary history of that coun- 
try. A motion was carried providing for an informal auction at the August meeting, 
the proceeds to be turned into the convention fund, and members were requested to 
make donations for this sale. Mr. Leon showed a number of fractional currency essays. 

Magazines received since last meeting were: Numismalische Correspondemj 
Spink^s Circular, Philatelic West and the Numismatist , all for May; Auction catalogs 
from S. H. Chapman, Elder, Fuldauer, Hamburger, Hess, Low, Mehl and Thieme; 
Catalog with fixed prices from Steigerwalt; and a priced catalog from Low. 

Adjourned to meet July 17th, 1911. 

Ben G. Green, Secretary. 

NUMISMATISCHE GESELLSCHAFT IN WIEN. At the regular meeting 
on March 15, Dr. Scholz called the attention of the Society to the death of their mem- 
ber, the medallist, Josef Kowarzik, who died two days previously at Frankfort am Main. 
Several specimens of Kowarzik's work are in the cabinet of the Society, and he was an 
occasional contributor to the MonatsblaU on the subject of contemporary medals and 
medallists. 

Major Richter then delivered the address of the evening, entitled "Japan and its 
Monetary System." The address was illustrated by an interesting series of Japanese 
coins from the cabinet of the lecturer. 

At the meeting of April 26, Herr Hauptmann von Zambaur read a paper on the 
coinage of the Chazar dynasty, who were prominent in Tartary from the seventh to 
the tenth century, and populated the districts in the neighborhood of the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Azov. Tne speaker also exhibited thirteen of the very rare coins of this 
tribe. At this meeting Mr. E. T. Newell was elected a member. 

BRITISH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A regular meeting was held on March 
22, the President, Mr. P. W. Carlyon-Britton, in the chair. 

Mr. Lawrence read a paper upon a hoard of 136 groats said to have been found in 
Norfolk many years ago. Their period of issue comprised about 70 years, and was rep- 
resented by 1 specimen of Henry V, 2 of the heavy coinage of Henry VI, 2 of his light 
issues, 126 of Edward IV, and 5 of Richard III. Referring to the question of the mint- 
mark current at the date of Henry Vl's restoration in 1470, Mr. Lawrence, in agreement 
with Mr. Fox, inferred that it must have been the short-cross-pierced, and in support 
of this mentioned Henry's gold angel with that mark, which he urged was reproduced 
from the current angel of his rival. 

Mr. Henry Symonds read a short paper on the mint of Aberystwyth under Charles 
I, based upon a contemporary manuscript in the Harleian Collection. He traced the 
op)erations from their commencement in 1638 for about ten years, during which the 
mint was intermittently working; and quoted the amount of money that was struck 
there. The coming of Welsh silver ceased in 1648, when the dies were removed to an 
unknown destination, apparently for safe custody on account of political troubles. 
Amongst many interesting items was a memorandum that from the commencement 
of the mint to the 10th day of July, 1641, the open book was the mint-mark. 
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Mr. Alfred Chitty contributed the first portion of his treatise on **The Token Coin- 
age of Australia," which comprised New South Wales and Victoria. The author de- 
scribed in detail the various issues of the traders, and was able to add numerous varieties 
to the lists previously published. 

NUMISMATISCHER VEREIN ZU LEIPZIG. This Society has issued a 
schedule of its meetings during the present year for the convenience of its members. 
The Secretary, Prof. Dr. Wemmeister, announces that the sessions are fortnightly 
and will begin at 8.30 p. m. The meeting place of the Society is at No. 1 Dorotheen- 
platz. 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. A meeting was 
held at the Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, Pa., on May 23, Mr. Shinkle in the 
chair. As the minutes were being read President McKnight came in and occupied 
the chair for the remainder of the evening. After the regular order of business 
had been transacted the following exhibits were made: By Dr. Wilharm, a |io 
Note. Bank of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.; Pattern Ring Cents, silver, 1850, 
and one i-io silver; Goloid Metric Dollar, 1879; Pattern $20 gold piece in copper, 
1875; English i^i Penny, silver, 1843. By Mr Kraft, the following Cents: 1793 
Liberty Cap, 1794, 1801. 1807 over 06. 1808 12 star, 1819, etc.; Eagles. 1849 O. Mint 
and 1847; Half Eagle 1S57C; also bronze medals of Commodore Perry and the 
Chicago Fire, by Mr. Hunter; two Dewey medals, bronze, 1898. a Roosevelt 
Inauguration Medal, and Hard Times token, Low No. 171; by Mr. Gies, the fol- 
lowing Canadians: Breton's No. 520, 524, 562, 717, 719 crossed 4, 720 crossed 4, 
and 728. 

A motion by Mr. Hunter, seconded by Dr. Wilharm, that the regular meetings 
of the Society be held on the thiid Tuesday of each month, was carried. Mem- 
bers present : President McKnight, Vice-President Shinkle, Treasurer Dr. Wil- 
harm, Secretary Gies, and Messrs. Hunter and Kraft. Visitor, Mr. H. D. Gibbs. 
Received during the month of May, catalogue of L. Pu'diuer, Amsterdam. 

Adjourned at 9.50. A. C. GiBS, Secretary. 

PERIODICALS AND CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodge of Wellington St. Strand, London, 
will sell on June 13 to 20 the valuable and extensive collection of Gieek, Roman, 
English, and other coins, the property of John Glas Sandeman, P. S. A. The cat- 
alogue comprises a thousaud lots and is beautifully illustrated with eleven plates. 
Mr. Sandeman's coins in many instances weie obtained from the Bank, Sparkes, 
Dundas, de Redcliffe, and similar great collections, hence many fine specimens 
prevail. Among others should be mentioned an extremely fine tetradrachm of 
Naxos (No. 39); a drachm of Syracuse by the engraver Eukleides (No. 63): and a 
probably unique tetradrachm of Olynthus (No. 82). The Roman Consular and 
Imperial series are also well represented. 

Prom B. Max Mehl we have received the catalogue (1780 lots) of the collection 
of Prof. Byron K. Rooks, consisting of nearly complete series of U. S. coins of all 
the various mints, and a magnificent and valuable collection of pioneer gold coins 
including the Bechtler issues of Carolina; Moffat, Kellogg, and the Miners' Bank 
of California; Clark of Colorado; and the Mormon coinage. The sale will be held 
on June 17th. 

The first part of The Numismatic Chronicle for 191 1 contains two contribu- 
tions of special interest. The first of these is a paper entitled *'The Types of the 
Jewish Shekels, '* by the Rev. Edgar Rogers, in which the author contends that 
the passages in the Book of Ecclesiasticus (I. 6-9 and 14-15) suggested the device 
and *■ that the fiower is in some way a spring flower, probably a lily." The other 
paper is by T. H. B Graham on "Charles the Second's Hammered Silver Coin- 
age," in which he offers suggestions as to fixing the dates of the four types and 
conclusively proves that *'the third hammered issue in its entirety, all made 
from Simon's dies, or at any rate from his designs, held the field, and continued to 
be struck for such period as the needs of the public demanded, and until the Mint 
was ready to furnish an adequate supply of the new-fashioned milled money. 
There can be no doubt that if Simon had been allowed a free hand he would, at 
the ver^ commencement of the reign, have produced a milled currency superior 
to any in the whole English series, but his asperations were thwarted by the per- 
sistent jealousy of the moneyers, and his admirable workmanship was marred by 
his being compelled to follow the old-fashioned models of the previous reign, 
and to employ that relic of barbarism the hammer." 
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Two numbers of the Rassegna Numismatica^ edited and issued by Purio 
Lenzi in Kome, have appeared for 191 1. A large portion of this periodical is 
devoted to the " finds " of coins in Italy and elsewhere and the current numis- 
matic publications are reviewed at length. The fortnightly supplement, the 
Giornale Numistnaticot is an eight page journal, and among the recent contents 
are contributions on the new Italian coinage, the death of Roty, Papal medals, etc. 

Prom Rudolf Kube, Berlin, we have received No. 265 of the Numismatische 
CorrespondenZt being a catalogue of over 1200 lots, including coins and medals of 
all countries. A supplement includes the new issues. 

Six numbers of the Blatter fur Mum/reunde, published by C. G. Thieme of 
Dresden, and edited by Dr. H. Buchenau of Munich, are ou our table for review. 
Of all the periodicals we receive this is one of the most interesting, and covers a 
wide range of numismatic subjects, in especial those relating to the coinage of 
Europe during the Middle Ages. Among the principal features are a series of 
papers on the uniface bracteates (Hohlpfeunige) of Thuringia, Vacha, and Remda 
principally of the fourteenth century; a paper on the five ducat piece of Jiilich 
with the insignia of St. Hubertus; an elaborate treatise by Dr. Julius Ebner on 
the life and works of Pranz Guichart, an engraver and die-cutter of Wiirttunberg, 
whose works range from 1624 to 1634, and who was employed by the Dukes Johann 
and Ludwig to execute many artistic medals; and above all the series of articles 
on the early German coinages of the various principalities and cities. 

Henry Chapman has issued a catalogue of the collection of coins and medals 
belonging to Charles Morris of Chicago, and has combined with it the collection 
of Richard I^. Ashhurst of Philadelphia. The sale is to take place in the Pree- 
man Art Gallery in Philadelphia, on Priday, June 30. The catalogue comprises 
over 700 items, and describes probably the earliest collection of coins formed in 
the United States, the father of Mr. Ashhurst being a collector prior to 1830, in 
which year he attended a sale of coins in the city of I^ondon, England, purchasing 
a number of the choicest items in the present catalogue. 

The notable items in the collection are : N. E. shilling ; Lord Baltimore 
shilling and sixpence, the former probably unique; the Carolina Elephant half 
penny; 1785 Vermont cent; rare Washington coins and medals; the early Ameri- 
can medals, mostly contemporaneous impressions, the medal for the Battle of 
Germantown, medal of Truxton, and the Pame medal of Washington. 

In the Morris collection will be found several items of interest to Canadians, 
especially the Peace Medal of Queen Victoria given to an Indian chief by the 
then Prince of Wales, afterwards King Edward VII. 

MehVs Numismatic Monthly appears iu a double number for May and June 
consisting of twenty pages. The leading contribution is on the siege peso of 
Uruguay and the counterstamped coins of Salvador. Among other articles are 
one on the A. N. A. Convention and another on the duties and methods of the 
Assay Commission. 

Prom Thomas L. Elder we have received the catalogue of the Kahn Collec- 
tion, comprising over 1900 lots, which is to be sold in the Hotel Bartholdi on June 
28 and 29. This collection includes a wide variety of offerings consisting not only 
of coins but also medals, paper, money, and tokens. Among the features are 
Dollars of 1794 and 1836, a fifty dollar octagonal gold piece of 1852, cents of 1793, 
1799, and 1804, and numerous Washington, Lincoln, and other presidential medals. 

Wayte Raymond has issued a supplement to his price list No. 3 ; this consists 
of about two hundred lots, including U. S. gold, silver, and copper coins and 
tokens of the '"Hard Times*' period. Among the latter are Nos. i and 27, the 
former silver plated and both in very fine condition. 

Prom T. G. Appelgren, Stockholm, we have received his catalogue No. i, 
consisting of over 1000 lots of Scandinavian and other coins as well as numismatic 
books. The early coinage of Sweden is especially well represented. 

The supplement to catalogue No. 4 of Hans Meuss has just been issued. About 
300 lots are described, consisting of gold and silver coins, medals, etc. Among 
the former we note a U. S. Pifty-dollar gold piece of 1852 described as in very good 
condition. 

The second portion of the Salbach Collection has recently been catalogued by 
Mr. J. Schulman of Amsterdam and it makes a handsome quarto of over one hun- 
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dred pages. Over 1800 lots are described and eight fine plates accompany the 
text. This section includes the coins and medals of the Argentine Republic, Para- 
guay. Uruguay, the Central American States, Mexico, and the West Indies. Many 
rarities are enumerated and the library of the late Mr. Salbach is also catalogued. 
Among the books are numerous volumes on North and South American coinage 
which should appeal to the collectors in this country. 

The Berliner Munzblatier appear in a double number for May and June. The 
principal contribution is by Dr. Emil Bahrfeldt upon the coinage of Brandenburg 
from 1640 to 1650, i.e., from the accession of Friedrich Wilhelm, the Great Elector. 
The author informs us that Berlin was the only place of the minting at that period 
and the coins issued in silver ranged from the one eighth Thaler to the quadruple 
Thaler, while in gold, ducats, double ducats, and quintuple ducats were struck. 
Among other interesting papers are descriptions of two hitherto undescribed coins 
of Saxony and Schleswig Holstein. 

Friedrich Redder of Leipzig has issued his priced catalogue No. 4, consisting 
of nearly 3000 items and including coins, medals, and numismatic books. An 
interesting feature is the coins relating to towns and cities, of which nearly 400 
are described, among others a rare ten ducat piece of Kremnitz. 



A MEDAL OF THE KNIGHT TEMPLARS 



Obverse : Figure of Columbia with spear, cap and shield, enclosed in two arcs of 

a circle joined in elliptical form upon a cross with laurel wreaths on each side. 

Ins., 1810, 1910 * looth Anniversary of Columbian Commandery * No. i, 

K. T. N. Y. 
Reverse : Oak wreath. 

The one hundredth anniversary of Columbian Commandery No. 1, Knight 
Templars, occurred Thursday, December 8th, 1910, with reception and ball at the 
Hotel Astor, New York City. Over 5,000 were present and at least 500 in uniform. 
It was an occasion of great historic interest and was attended by many Knight 
Templars of high rank The commemorative ode for the occasion was written by 
Sir Knight Charles B. Wilkinson. 

Among the former members of this commandery were General Lafayette, who 
was knighted in 1824, and also Major Robert Anderson, the hero of Port Sumter. 



This piece is cast in bronze and is quite thick. It has a crude head to right 
and the inscription is either in an abbreviated form or is intentionally meaning- 
less. What of it is visible reads — WACNO AC - - W. The reverse shows a crude 
seated (?) figure and the legend COVNT A(?)VRANE(?), and date 1777 in exergue. 
Can any of our readers give any information about this piece? 
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1911 A. N. A. CONVENTION 
TIME — AUGUST 28-29-30-31 PLACE — CfflCAGO. 

The Board of Governors have voted unanimously to accept the very cordial 
invitation of the Chicago Numismatic Society, extended to the convention last 
year, and have selected the above dates for holding the 191 1 convention. 

Arrangements are well under way, but we are not prepared as yet, to announce 
the program. 

The Convention Executive Committee, appointed by the Chicago Numismatic 
Society, consists of P. Elmo Simpson, Chairman, and Messrs. E. Michael, Lamson, 
Verkler and Scully, Committee on Hotels, Entertainment and Program, J. F. Loer, 
Chairman, and Messrs. Leon, Carey, Holmes and Merrill. 

Ben G. Green is Chairman of Committee on Exhibits, and all members expect- 
ing to exhibit coins, etc., should communicate with him at once, stating amount 
of space desired. 

Official headquarters for the A. N. A. will be at the Hotel La Salle, corner of 
La Salle and Madison Streets. 

Convention sessions and exhibits will be held in the Art Institute on Michigan 
Avenue, opposite Adams Street. 

The convention of The American Numismatic Association and American 
Philatelic Society will be held on consecutive dates; the convention of the A. P. S. 
being held the preceding week. It was not considerei advisable, by the officers of 
either society, or the joint committee appointed at the 1910 conventions, to confer 
on the possibility of holding the two conventions on concurrent dates, to do so, 
but a happy decision was reached to hold the two conventions in succeeding 
weeks; thus members of either society, who are interested in both Numismatics 
and Philately can attend both conventions on one trip. Prom correspondence in 
hand, an increased attendance is indicated. Many pleasant treats are in store for 
those who attend. A full program will be published in the next issue of Thb 
Numismatist. 
Columbus, Ohio, June 14th, 1911. J. M. Hbndbrson, President. 



REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 



Nbw Mbmbbrs to bb Admittbd July 25TH. 

'505- W. A. S. Bird, 601 Kansas Ave., Topeka, Kansas. 

1506. Rev. Edward P. Mc Adams, Glyndon. Maryland. 

1507. J. C. Dain. 571 Congress St., Portland. Maine. 

1508. Otto Helbing. 13 Maximilianstrasse, Munich, Germany. 
1509- Johanues Haugan, 614 Oak St., Buraboo, Wisconsin. 

1510. A. J. Jansen. Sioux Kails, South Dakota. 

151 1. Adelard Fortier, 325 Laganchetiere St. East, Montreal, Canada. 

1512. W. G. Wilson, Stony Ridge, Ohio. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

The following applications have been received. If no objections are received 
by the General Secretary prior to August 25th they will become members on that 
date, and will be published as such in the August issue. 

APPLICANTS. PROPOSBD BY 

Karl H. Searles, R. B. Carpenter 

102 Sagamore St., Manchester, N. H G. L. Tilden 

Richard T. Ringling, W. G. Curry 

Cor. Oak and loth Sts., Baraboo, Wis Lyle C. Clarke 

Russell Williams, W. G. Curry 

Baraboo, Wis Lyle C. Clarke 

T. R. Williams, W. G. Curry 

603 Fifth St., Baraboo, Wis Lloyd E. Battles 

^^.^ 

Worcester, Mass., June 16, 191 1. General Secretary. 
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LA SALLE HOTEL. CHICAGO. 

Corner of La Salle and Madison Streets. 

Headquarters of the American Numismatic Association Convention, 
Week of August 28, 1911. 

The rates at this house are as follows : One person in room with hot and cold 
runniuK water, I2.00 to $2 50 per day; or I3.00 and I4 00 per day for two persons in 
a room. Single rooms with bath attached, I3.00 and I3.50 per day; or (5.00 per 
day for two persons occupying one room. One suite of two single rooms with 
bath between, I5.00 and {6.00 per day; two persons taking one of these suites at 
$5.00 per day would give an individual rate of I2.50 per day. There are two pub- 
lic baths on each floor for the free use of patrons. Parties intending to be present 
at the convention may have reservations made by addressing the chairman of the 
committee, Mr. F. J. Loer, 1535 Masonic Temple, Chicago. 



THE CHICAGO CONVENTION. 

The place for holding convention sessions and making exhibits will be in the 
Art Institute, located on Michigan Avenue opposite Adams St. Those who intend 
to make exhibits of their coins are requested to notify Ben G. Green, Masonic 
Temple, Chicago, of about the space desired so that arrangements may be made in 
advance for cases. Those who expect to read papers may communicate with P. J. 
Loer, 1622 Masonic Temple. From reports received there will probably be a large 
attendence. 
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NOTICE 

The new Constitution rec^uires the appointment of the Committee on Proxies 
to be announced at least thirty days preceding; the Annual Convention of the 
Association. I herewith appoint the following, members of the Committee on 
Proxy representation for 191 1 Convention. 

Ben G. Green, Chairman, 1535 Masonic Temple, Chicago, 111. 

P. M. Tuckerman, 1106 Railway Exchange Building, Chicago, 111. 

Judson Brenner, Dekalb, 111. 

H. B Alexander, Chillicothe, 111. 

Elmer S. Sears, Swansea, Mass. 

Members who do not expect to attend the Convention can forward their proxy 
to any member of the above committee, or to any officer or member who will 
attend the Convention. I would recommend that all proxies be sent to the Chair- 
man of the Committee. This year proxy votes can only be voted on questions 
coming before the Convention, and not for the election of officers. The new Con- 
stitution gives every member the opportunity to cast a direct ballot for his choice 
of officers. I most earnestly request every member of the Association to read 
the revised Constitution, as printed in the March, 191 1, issue, and familiarize 
themselves with the requirements for proxy representation at conventions, and 
election of officers. 

J. M. Hhndbrson, President. 
Columbus, Ohio, July 15th, 191 1. 



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS. 

In Compliance with our By-Laws, Article IV, Section 2, all members of the 
American Numismatic Association are hereby notified that nominations are now in 
order and will be received by the General Secretary until the second day of the 
Annual Convention, when nominations close. Officers to be nominated are Presi- 
dent, First Vice-President. Second Vice-President, General Secretary, Treasurer, 
Librarian, Curator, Chairman of the Board of Governors and Four Members of 
the Board of Governors. Yours truly, 

H. O. Granberg, 

Chairman B. of G. 



AWARDS IN THE DUNHAM CONTEST. 

Mr. W. F. Dunham, 

Chicago, Ills. June 19, 1911. 

My Dear Mr. Dunham: 

In the March number of Thk Numismatist for 1910 you published the terms of 
a competition for papers dealing with numismatics, with certain prizes offered for 
the best two presented. 

At the same time you honored Dr. J. M. Henderson, Mr. Virgil M. Brand and 
myself with the duty of judging the merits of the papers submitted in the competi- 
tion. I now beg leave to submit to you the results of the recent canvas of the opin- 
ions of the judges on the papers that have been written and published in The 
Numismatist in said competition. A majority of your three judges would give 

First Prize to Mr. H. A. Ramsden. Subject, '* Modern Chinese Copper Coins." 
Second Prize to Mr. S. H. Hamer. Subject, "The Token Coinage of Great Britain 
and Ireland." 

The canvas likewise shows honorable mention for the paper submitted by Mr. 
B. H. Saxton on the " Breadth of Numismatics." 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. L. Comparettk, 
Virgil, M. Brand, 
Dr. J. M. Henderson. 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 



New Membbrs to bk Admitted August 25TH. 

1513. Karl H. Searles, 102 Sagamore St., Manchester, N. H. 

15 14. Richard T. Ringlinjjj, Cor. Oak and loth Sts., Baraboo, Wis. 
1515- Russell Williams, Baraboo, Wis. 

1516. T. R. Williams, 603 Fifth St., Baraboo, Wis. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

The following applications have been received. If no objections are received 
by the General Secretary prior to Sept. 25th they will become members on that 
date, and will be published as such in the September issue. 

applicants. proposed by 

John L. Snyder, W. G. Curry 

1250 Court St.. Janesville, Wis Lloyd E. Battles 

Edgar DeWitt Gilson, John W. Hooper 

Ritzville, Wash G. L. Tilden 



Change of Address. 
Nathan Smason, 21 Central Ave., Kansas City, Kansas. 



Official Proxy. 

Proxy blanks are in the hands of the General Secretary, and vill be sent 
only upon request. Any member requiring same in quantities will be supplied 
at 40c per. hundred and postage. 

Worcester, Mass., July 16, 1911. General Secretary. 



AVIATION MEDAL 

Issued by the Chicaiiiro Numismatic Society. 
(See their Report in the present issue.) 
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THE ST. DIE MEDAL. 



In the June number of The Numismatist, (p. 217) the above medal was de- 
scribed. We are now able to illustrate the same, and it should be of interest both 
to collectors of Americana and typography. 



QUERIES AND REPLIES. 

5. Why are the present coins of the Philippine Islands inscribed in two lan- 
guages? Thus: one denomination reads " Twenty centavos, Filipinas," and on the 
reverse " United States of America." 

REPLIES. 

2. Key on a Coin. Several years ago, the late Mr. E. Zay, of Paris, the 
famous expert on French colonial coins, sent me a few rubbings of certain pieces 
counter stamped with a key and put to me the same question now advanced by ** W." 

I had at that time just concluded gathering information and data for a small 
monograph which I had privately printed on the " Sugar Estate Tokens of Cuba " 
and was able to inform Mr. Zay that I had never run across in Cuba any piece with a 
key counterstamped upon it, neither had I heard of such a practice ever having been 
resorted to. 

As I was in Spain when the question was put to me, I also approached Senor 
Romulo Bosch y Alsina, as well as other advanced numismatists in that country who 
had specialized in the Spanish and colonial issues, and the result, in every case, was 
decidedly negative. 

I consequently place the above at the disposal of ** W." 

I may add that Cuba, unlike most other Spanish colonial possessions, never had 
any coins minted for local circulation purposes, although its neighbor and sister 
island of Puerto Rico was more favored in this way. 

The capital of the " Pearl of the Antilles," as far as I can remember, never even 
had a " casa de la moneda," as was the case with several other colonial capitals, 
Manila amongst them. 

The various proclamation medals, minted in Spain but bearing the names of 
Cuban cities and towns, can scarcely be considered as "currency." The "Souvenir" 
pesos emanating from the revolutionary Junta at New York, several varieties of 
which are known, can still less lay a claim to be considered as having been current 
in the " Siempre fiel isla." Due to the scarcity of minor coinage, many sugar 
estates in the island issued tokens to serve the purposes of small change or checks 
until pay day. These circulated freely within their restricted areas, although some 
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even attained certain currency privileges in the neighboring towns, as was the case 
with the tokens of the Central Santa Lucia which were also accepted at Gibara. 

It is quite true, as " W " states, that the coat of arms of Cuba has a key upon 
it, but it may be interesting to mention that this coat of arms was not recognized 
during the Spanish regime, although it was existant and in use at the time by vari- 
ous revolutionary parties prior to the ultimate independence of Cuba, which took 
place on the 20th of May, 1902. 

H. A. Ramsden, F. R. N. S., 
Yokohama, 3rd June, 1911. District Secretary A. N. A. for the Far East. 



REVIEWS. 

Medaillen und Plaketten, von Dr. Max Bernhart, Miinchen, Mit 96 Textabbil- 
dangen, Berlin, 1911. Richard Carl Schmit & Co. 8vo., viii. and 180 pp. 

In this work, which is intended for a popular hand-book, the author gives no 
extended criticisms of the various medallists, nor does he indulge in hypotheses 
concerning the relative value of their productions ; but he has furnished a concise 
and comprehensive guide to those who are about to begin the formation of a cabinet 
of medals and plaquettes. The origin and development of medallic art is briefly 
touched upon, and thereafter special countries are taken up, and their principal en- 
gravers, die-sinkers, etc., are enumerated. Italy naturally occupies the principal 
portion, and following this, the Low Countries, Scandinavia, France and England 
are successively treated. A special chapter is devoted to the German medal of the 
Renaissance period, and another to the modern plaquette and the orders and 
decorations. 

Probably the most valuable portions of the work to the beginner are the chapters 
devoted to the prices realized at auctions, the counterfeits and imitations, the pre- 
servation of medals, and hints as to the production of replicas and copies. An ex- 
cellent bibliography and an alphabetical list of artists' signatures are added. The 
illustrations in many instances are reduced, but the exact sizes of the originals are 
appended in millimetres. 

J. DR L. 

THE GOLD PENNY. 

The most valuable penny ever coined in Great Britain was the gold penny of 
Henry III. On August 16th, 1257, a writ dated at Chester was issued, commanding 
the Mayor of London to proclaim in that city that ' * the gold money which the King 
had caused to be made should be immediately current there and elsewhere within 
the realm of England, in all transactions of buying and selling, at the rate of twenty 
pennies of sterlings (i. e., twenty silver pennies) for every gold penny. 

The time, however, was by no means favorable for the issue of pieces of a de- 
nomination so much higher than had previously been known. Accordingly, the 
city of London petitioned against these coins, and the King issued a proclamation 
that no one should be obliged to take them. The coins, nevertheless, continued to 
be current, and in 1265 their value was raised from 20 to 24 pence, probably equiva- 
lent in purchasing power to £1 sterling of to-day. 

It is unlikely that any great number of these coins was ever struck. It is prob- 
able that, by reason of their high value, they would soon be melted down, for they 
were of pure gold, without alloy of any kind. The collectors of to-day know of only 
three or four specimens. —Harper's Weekly. 

[The writer of the above has obtained all his information from Kenyon's Gold 
Coins of England J ed. 1884, pp. 14-15, and has quoted Kenyon's language almost 
exactly, without acknowledgment. — Ed.] 
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Catalojue of the Prot Rooks Collection (sold June 17) with list C ftn 
showing amounts realized for each lot, only ^ Uui 

The Rooks sale contained about eighteen hundred lots, nearly every series 

of the United States coinage complete, from ALL mints ; 

realizing about $7000.00. 

THE PRICED CATALOGUE AT ONLY 50c IS A GOOD GUIDE TO 
THE PRESENT VALUES OF THE COINS. 

IF YOUR COLLECTIOIN IS FOR SALE 

Write me for terms, methods, etc, of my handling it to the best possible 

advantage. €[ Liberal cash advances made on valuable 

consignments. €[ Collections purchased for cash. 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED. 

B. MAX MEHL, Numismatist, Fort Worth, Toxas. 
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ANNOUNCEiVlENT. 
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Beginning with the month of September, 191t 
we will hold public Auction Sales of Coins in 
the quarters of the Chicago Numismatic Society, 
Room 1622, Masonic Temple. 

We solicit entire collectioos or single rare coins fiom parties 
desiring to sell the same. Our terms are reasonable, and we 
will make prompt payments, giving liberal advances if 
desired. Correspondence invited. 

We are now making up a mailing list and will send cata- 
logues on request. We shall make no charge for purchasing 
coins at our sales. 

FRED MICHAEL & BRO. 
138 N. DEARBORN ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 



£B»»»»»»»»3ca»»:(£a»»:(C8»»2: 





FOR SALE — The only coin of its 
kind in the world. It is a 11 Skilling Danish 
Coin, known as the "rolling pin coin" or 

Danske Kjoevle Penge 

and bear the date of 1677. If interested 
I will be glad to give its history, as it has 
been in me family almost 100 years. 
Address 

NIM JOHNSON, 

Elkhorn, Wis. 

THE NUMISMATIST 

For years 1894-95-%-97-98 and 1899 at 
$1.25 per volume. $7.€0 for the 

six years. Address all orders to G. L. 
Tii^DKN, Business Manager, 377 Main 
St., Worcester, Mass. 

FREE! FREE! 

Send yonr name and address today for a 
free sample copy of THE STAMP AND COIN 
COLLECTOR. Q. Address Stamp and Coin 
Collector, 409 Chestnut St.. Milwaukee, Wis. 



HOREY*S SNAPS No. 26 

25 Large Centg, different dateg, good or better SI. 00 

25 Small " " $1.00 

25 Foreign Coins. " *' " " " .25 

25 different Civil War Tokens, good or better .75 

25 dif. Coin Catalogue*, priced S3.00 

25 Confederate and Broken Bank Bills SI. 00 

25 different H. T. Tokens, good or better 1.50 

25 different Roman Coins attributed S2.00 

Send for my monthly circular of mail auction of 
Coins, etc., ending 25th of every month. 
H. E. HOREY, 41 Wuhlncton St., Boston, Mama 



FINE COLLECTION OF SMALL U. S. CENTS 

1857 to 1912 includes 1857-1858 Eagle. 1877 
Bronze. 1908 S. Mint (first year to bear a mint 
mark). 1909 Indian and Lincoln head S. Mint, like- 
wise a V. D. B. variety. 59 different, hard to get 
pieces, many rare. The lot, only $3.00. 

FINE COLLECTION OF U. S. TWO CENTS 

Includes 1864-5-6-7-8-9-70-1-2. 
The lot. only $1.00. 

OUR FIFTY-CENT COLLECTION 

Contains the following Minor Coins of the U. S. 
Half Cent. Large Copper Cent. White Eagle Cent. 
White Indian Head Cent. Copper 2 Cent piece. 
Silver 3 Cent piece. Nickel 3 Cent piece, and Silver 
5 Cent piece. 8 pieces only 50c. Average condition 
very good. 

Send for our 1911 72 Page Coin Book. Com- 
bined Buying and Selling Prices. 2 1 5 Illustrations. 
15c. Postpaid. 

ARNOLD NUMISMATIC CO. 

109 Matliewflon St. PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
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G. 0. THIEME 

Dresden«>A*f Augustusstr* 4 
GERMANY- 



A large stock of Coins, Medals, Paper 

Money and Numismatic Books 

always on hand. 



My quarterly catalogue contains 15,000 
items with fixed prices, and is mailed 
free of charge to all applying for it. 



Fixed Price List No. 4 

Of Gold, Silver, Copper Coina, U. S. 
Bills, Fnctional Currency, Confederate 
Notes, Etc, ready for mailing about 
April ISth, 1911. If intereated, inclose 
2c stamp for postage. 

JOHN A. LEWIS 

253 North Washtenaw Avenue, 
Chicago, IlL 



Try It 4 Months. 400 Pages 10 cents 
World's 6reatest Collector Magszlne 

FOUNDED IN 1«95. 



"She Philatelic West and 
Collector's World 

Sapeiior» Nebraska^ U.S.A. 

The oldest, largest monthly American G>Uecton' 
Paper. 100 pages each iMue, replete with interesting 
reading and adrertising, illustrated, pertaining to 
Stamps. Curios, Coins. Postal Cards and Entire CoTers, 
Minerals, Relics of all kinds, Old Books, Weapons. 
Guns, Pistols, Medals, etc. Orer 3,600 pages issued 
in two years. Hare you any hobby \ Pays to be a 
reader of the West. Been Organ of largest Clubs and 
and Societies of their kind. 

An unimitated expentiTc meritorious feature is the 
publication in each number of illustrations of leading 
collectors and dealers of the world, and their places 
of business. 

50 cents for 12 numbers} Foreign and 
CanadSf $1 or 4s. Sample Free. 

L. T. BRODSTONE» Publisher, 

Superior, NebrMka, U.S.A. 



The Doctor Heath Memorial Medal 

A few copies still remain unsold. Secure one at once 
as the dies will shortly be destroyed. On sale in 
Bronze at $2. Silver at $5. Address 

D. MACON WEBSTER. Chairmsn. 
ae BROAD STREET. NEW YORK CITY 



WANTED — An 1857 Flying Eajjle 
Proof Cent (Brilliant). Address, naming; 
price, J. B. Johnston, 303 N. Stale St., 
Chicago. 

WANTED— Dr. LeRoux last work on 
Canadian Coin Cabinet; also Lyman H. 
Low's last work on Hard Times Tokens. 
Address W. H. Ambrrg, P. O. Box 199, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

FOR SALE— One |io.oo St. Gauden's 
Wire Edge Gold Piece of 1907. Ab. unc. 
Price I28.00. Copper Cents, 1793. fair, 
$3.00; 1794, ab. fine, I1.60, 1797. good, 
50c ; 1800. ab. fine, |i.oo; 1809, ab. fine, 
I2.25; Calif. Gold Half Dollar size, 6oc.; 
Quarter sire, 30c.; each fine; U.S. Silver 
Dollars, 1800, fine, I3.50; 1799. fine, 
$3.50. Joseph Bibri«» Templeton, Iowa. 

CURIOS FOR SALE— Indian flint 
and stone relics, fossils, minerals, elk 
tusks, old guns, pistols and daggers, 
rare pewter, brass and crockery, Fili- 
pino and other wild tribe weapons. 
Large stock 111. list loc. N. Carter, 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

WANTED— The following numbers of 
the American Journal of Numismatics. 
Volume II, entire ; and No. 53 of Vol. 
VI. Howi^AND Wood, Brookline, Mass. 

WANTED— Copies of any date of the 
Constitution and By-Lnws of the Boston 
Numismatic Society. Howi^and Wood, 
93 Perry St., Brookline, Mass. 

THE EDITOR desires to obtain more 
correspondents in foreign countries, 
who will furnish numismatic notes and 
original contributions. Any correspon- 
dence received we will be glad to trans- 
late and send copies of this magazine in 
exchange. Address, A. R. Frby, Edi- 
tor, 34 A Hampton Place, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

WANTED— Banknote issued by Rhode 
Island Agricultural Bank of Johnston, 
R. I., or information concerning same. 
Will pay ficood price for fine specimen. 
Grorgb H. Blakb, 12 Highland Ave., 
Jersey City, N. J. 

WANTED— Volume It. of The Numis- 
matist. Good price paid for same. Also 
Hard Times Tokens. G. L. Tildkn, 
377 Main Street. Worcester, Mass. 

U. S. CENTS FOR SALE — A nice 
lot indeed, mostly uncirculated. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Prices Reasonable. 
EvBRETT Van Voorhis, Nelsonville, 

N. Y. 
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THREE SESSIONS SALE 

of June 28 and 29. NEXT 

'T'HIS SALE, which will probably be the last to be held by me until September, 
•■• contains a most interesting variety of Coins, Medals, Paper Money, 
Tokens, Etc. Included are a 1794 dollar, uncirculated quarter dollars of 1796, 1806, 
1807; dimes of 1796; half dimes of 1794, 1795, 1796; U. S. cents of all dates; 
rare foreign silver coins, splendid large collections of Washington, Clay, Lincoln, 
Grant, McCiellan and other political pieces, with some rarities ; a good line of 
early U. S. silver coins ; ancient silver, numismatic books and catalogues, Jack- 
son tokens, proof sets, widows' mites, elk teeth, and many other items. The 
catalogue lists over 1850 lots. Something will be found for all classes of collectors. 

Do Not Miss This Sale. One Session on June 28tlL 
Two Sessions on June 29tli, Afternoon and Evening 

The Sale of June 5th and 6th was a success, and the above will be held in 
Room 25 of the Hotel Bartholdi, Cor. Broadway and 23rd Street, at 1.30 p. m. 

THOMAS L. ELDER, 32 E 23rd street New York City 
I Can Sell Your Collection or Duplicatet to the Best Advanta|e. 




gpenecal iQumi0matf0t 
4-LENBACHPLATZ-4 

On and after July Ist 

MUNICH, 
GERMANY* 



Large Stock of Coins and Medals 
of all Countries and Ages. 



Selections Sent on Approval 



Important Auction Sales Every Year 



Ancient Coins 
and Medals 



High Class Greek and Roman Antiques 

High Class Works of Mediaeval 

and Renaissance Art 

Important Auction Sales every year, for 
which large, valuable for reference cata- 
logues, with large number of plates and 
price list are issued. 
List of catalogues on application. 

Dr. JACOB HIRSCH 

Munich^ Germany, 
Arcisstrasse \7 

Telephone 6834 Cable Address i Stater 

PARIS— 364 Rue St. H0D016 
(Place Venddinc) 

Telephone 326^46 Cable Address 1 Stater 



SPECIALTY : Fine Greek and Roman 
Coins, General Gold Coins. 
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BEN G. GREEN, Numismatist, 

1535 Masonic Temple^ Chicago, IIL 



LARGE NlONTHLY AUCTION SALES 



THE only numismatic dealer in the West holding PUBLIC AUCTION 
SALES. Located in the heart of the coin collection district of the 
country. Exceptional opportunities for obtaining and disposing of fine 
specimens. One coin or entire collections purchased or sold on commission. 



A Catalog (or the Asking 



Send Yotif Want List 



The Numismatic Collector's Best Companion, 

Green's Reference and Cheek- Book. 

A pockot size book, printed and ruled for keeping complete record of a collection ; condition, 
price paid, when and from whom purchased, etc. Gives the niimber of pieces of every denomination 
coined for each year and from every U. S. mint, and a complete list of Territorial Cold. Fractional 
Currency and Encased Postage Stamps. The rarity of any U. S. coin at a glance. Particularly 
valuable for mint mark collectors. Blank space provided for additions of future years' coinage, making 
it perpetual. Blank P«fes for list of Colonials, books, etc. 1 12 pages and supplements to 1910 
Prfce, boards. $1.; Flexible leather, gilt edges, $1^5. Every user a booster. If you have not seen It. 
order one. Money back if you are not delighted. Compiled, published and 



Sold by BEN G. GREEN, HmoiiIc T«mple, Chicago, DL 
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JUN KOBAYAGAWA CO. 

Nonisnatists and Philatelists 

p. 0. Box 214 34 Water St. 
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN. 

Experts of Far Enstern Cnins 

C FECIAL Periodical Offers 
of curious and rare coins 
of the Far East. Price lists 
sent free on application. 

Corresponded e Solicited. 

All inquiries answered 

if stamp for return 

postage is sent. 



Hombors •! all 

Principal European and Amorican 

Numismatic and Philatolic 

Sociotioa. 



U. S. Coins 
Cheap! 

Gold DoUan, Fine * * * ^ * 
Threc^DoUar Gold Pc«., Fine * * * * 
FivcxDollar " " 1806^08.^.1143 e«ch 
Silver Dollar, 1795, Tcnr good ... 

•• 1796. "".... 

" 1798, •• " ... 

•• 1799, •••'.... 

1877, Minor Proof Set* .... 

1877, 5c piece Proof . . . . . 

1873.2c " •• ..... 

1793. Cent Chain, very good . . . . 

1793, Cent Wreath, •• *' ... 

Isabella Quarter, unc. . . . . . 

Lafayette Dollar, fine ..... 



S2.40 
$4.75 
$104)0 
$4^ 
$4.50 
$3.00 
$34)0 
$84)0 
$44)0 
$3.75 
$84)0 
$7.50 
.75 
$24)0 



FRED MICHAEL & BRO., 

138 N Dearborn St., 

Chicago, Illinois. 
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